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iPads Aboard

http://currents.bluewatercruising.org/articles/ipads-aboard/

Introduction

We have been using an iPad for navigation and other tasks aboard Avant since shortly after Apple
introduced them. The wide variety of applications (apps), ease of use, and low cost make the devices very
attractive aboard. While our experience is almost wholly with iPads, most (if not all) of this experience
and advice is directly applicable to Android based tablets and, perhaps, Microsoft surface tablets as well.
When we departed for Mexico in 2013, we chose to use iPads as our primary navigation tools, and that
choice has served us well.

While we find the change in application design over the last few years for the most part makes the apps
larger, and more reliant on direct connection to a rich data link, our use pattern remains the same.

We have 2 iPads, and 2 iPhones, and we have each signed in the same account in the Apple Store. We can
load the apps purchased on one device onto the others at no extra charge, providing us with backup(s) —
four devices with multiple charting options, a suite of useful apps and integral GPS all ready to go. We
buy Apple Store gift cards at Costco in Canada and get about a 10% discount on the apps.
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When choosing any tablet, it is important to get one with integral GPS. I think all iPhones and Androids
now have integral GPS, but not all iPads and tablets do. When looking at them in a shop, they may appear
to have GPS, by providing location finding services via a GPS, which triangulates position using cell
towers and/or wifi locations. While adequate for use in urban areas, these are not suitable for navigation
aboard. Always check the specifications of any tablet to ensure it has a real GPS capability that works off
the cell grid. Many of these tablets (and the Apple iPads in particular) also have 3G, 4G or LTE cellular
data capability. While this may be useful, the GPS will work without having a data plan turned on (at
least in the case of our iPads).

The GPS in most handsets and tablets is ‘old style’ GPS. It does not have the WAAS (Wide Area
Augmentation System) capability that most dedicated GPS receivers, multi-function displays, and chart
plotters on the market have today. As a result, it’s a bit less accurate. Most WAAS enabled GPS sets will
fix your location with an accuracy of less than 10?, but most tablets and handsets will only get you to
within 20-30? of your location. In practice, it doesn’t matter. If your fix on the chart or display is within
30? (less than a boat length for most of us), that’s likely good enough.

We buy a data plan for one of our phones and use it as a data ‘hotspot’ via cellular data networks, and
connect the other devices (including our PCs) to the ‘hotspot’ through wifi when required. This method
has replaced the “Banda Ancha” data dongle cellular device often read about in cruising guides for
Mexico. The Banda ancha was discontinued by Telcel last year. Using a phone as a hotspot has several
advantages over the Banda ancha, in that it is more portable, and the device and its antenna can be raised
on deck, hoisted in a bucket up the mast, or carried to a high spot on shore to get reception when on the
edge of a coverage area. It can also be used to send text messages and make phone calls.

As most of these devices are not waterproof, or even water resistant beyond a sneeze, we buy waterproof
cases for them. We have been using the LifeProof brand with great success, with no issues or failures to
date. We have not tested the cases by submersion, but they have proven rain and spray-proof to date.
When the touch screens get wet, particularly with salt spray, they become difficult to use. When this
happens we just wipe the screen with a dry rag and carry on. For use at night, most of these devices’
screens are too bright, even on their dimmest setting. In this case, look for a set of features usually called
‘accessibility’. Designed for people with visual impairments, these will usually allow you to reverse or
manipulate the colour palette on the screen, making it easier to use at night.
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 Notice the iPad mounts on Avant: on the left you can see the RAM mount in the cockpit, and on the right
you can see the under-the-counter mount in the nav station

It’s also important to find a ‘home’ aboard for these devices. We know of one boat where a crew
member sat on an iPad that had been left on a cockpit seat, rendering it useless, and another boat where
the shelf it was stashed on was not secure enough, such that the tablet fell to an untimely demise in rough
seas. We use a couple of different mounts for our iPads. We use an under-the-counter mount we bought in
an Apple Store at the nav station and we also use a RAM mount suction cup device at the helm. These
prevent the iPads from suffering an unfortunate fall and keep them ready to use. Under way, the iPads are
secured in one or the other of these two locations.

You must also plan for a charging regime for these devices, and recognize that phone devices and tablet
devices have different appetites for amps when charging. Phones will charge quite well and quickly on
less than one amp, the typical output from a 12v USB charger or 12v USB socket you install, such as the
ones available from Blue Seas. Tablets, with their larger batteries, may or may not charge on that output,
and certainly will not charge quickly on that output. Tablets want an output in the 2 amp range to charge
at their normal rate. 12v adapters that output 2 amps are available, but not as widely as the 500 ma or 1
amp variety. Make sure you get one of the 2 amp variety for charging a tablet.

We use the iPads and iPhones  for a number of boat specific tasks: navigation, weather forecasting,
cruising guides / sailing directions, storing and reading manuals for boat related equipment, reading
sailing magazines, and so on, and we also use them for email, general Internet browsing, translation, local
knowledge, and entertainment.

Navigation
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We use a number of apps for navigation, with our favourite being Navionics. We prefer Navionics for its
ability to allow users to input data such as anchorages, trail heads, rocks, soundings, lights, buoys, etc.
using the community edits feature. Navionics also allows users to record sonar tracks and upload them
when connected to the Internet, updating charts with newer data. In the Sea of Cortez, where the
soundings for most cruising areas were last done over 100 years ago, this can make quite a difference.
Since navigation apps and their associated charts are quite inexpensive compared to paper charts or chart
plotter chips, and it’s easy to run multiple applications and switch between them, we do have others and
often compare and contrast for a given area, harbour or anchorage. Different app developers and chart
producers have different schedules for producing new charts, so often one will be newer or more up to
date than another. Other apps we use include iNavX, Garmin’s Bluechart, and iSailor. For example, we
were recently in Guaymas, where Bluechart was clearly superior in its display of newly installed aids to
navigation, whereas at Isla San Francisco (where we were at the time I wrote this article), Navionics or
iNavX (with the blue latitude chart package) were clearly better.

 Navionics on the left and Bluechart on the right: notice the difference in the display of aids to navigation.

While it is annoying to learn the multiple user interfaces for the different apps, the availability of the
different chart sets makes it worthwhile. When using Navionics we frequently add data to the community
layer, mostly waypoints, soundings and hazards. These are immediately available to us on the iPad we
enter them on, and become available on our other devices (and the devices of other users who enable the
community data layer) after we connect to the Internet and upload them to Navionics. This feature
mimics what we did in days of yore, borrowing other cruisers’ charts and sitting with pencil in hand to
copy over their notes to our charts.

There are hazards associated with the exclusive use of electronic charts, particularly vector charts.
Especially when traveling longer distances, certain zoom levels of vector charts will not display notable
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hazards to navigation, such as islands. If available, raster charts should be sought out for longer voyages.
Tom Cunliffe recently published an article in Yachting magazine about the hazards of relying solely on
vector charts that is well worth a read. I previously wrote an article on the Navionics charts for Currents
that has more information.

Some of these apps (notably iNavX) have the ability to integrate with other navigation devices like AIS
sets, but most are pretty well stand-alone. For full on integrated chart plotting, only the new class of multi-
function devices (MFDs) will do.  They will integrate engine readouts, radar, AIS, chart plotting, depth
sounders, scanning sonars, visual and infrared cameras, tank monitors, battery levels and much more.
Using apps from the various MFD manufacturers, their displays and in some cases controls can be run
from tablets or phones, allowing you to mount the MFD below, and access its data and functions remotely
from anywhere aboard –  the cockpit or deck, your berth, wherever via a wifi or Bluetooth connection.
We use this on Avant to get the radar display and AIS plotting into the cockpit when required. The battery
drain of these rich applications is quite fierce, so we need to keep a closer eye on the tablets’ battery
capacity when we’re using these features.

There are also PC mirroring apps (such as VNC viewer) which allow you to see the screen of your PC on
your tablet. These are useful if you use OpenCPN or another PC based navigation program, and allow
you to remotely access and manipulate the PC via wireless.

There are also AIS apps for the iPad, which use shore stations to pick up boats’ AIS signals and
aggregate them for users to view via the Internet. While not “real” AIS, these have some limited utility in
looking for your friend’s AIS signal to determine where they are when out of range of your radio or AIS
receiver. MarineTraffic and ShipFinder are the two we have tried. The most recent version of
MarineTraffic seems harder to use than its predecessors, but both apps allow you to do basically the same
thing, look for boats you know. I would not suggest either is a replacement for an AIS receiver or
transceiver aboard, but they do have their uses. To avoid purchasing these you can simply use their
websites for free on your device.

Another useful app is Ovitalmap. From China, with poorly written instructions and a so-so user interface,
it is quite simply a way to download Google Earth images for offline use. Sit down, look at an area with
the app, and then you can see the same imagery off line later from the cache the app keeps. Very useful,
integrated with GPS, and easy to use. Google Earth itself does not cache much of anything on handsets or
tablets, so this is a way to keep some specific, useful satellite images to view when offline.

Weather

We use a number of Internet resources and programs for weather. Our go-to app for gribs is Weather4D
Pro. It allows you to select an area and the weather parameters you wish to receive and download them
directly from the Internet, or request them via email, XGate or Iridium Mail. When displayed, the app
allows you to manipulate and display the data in various ways, and animates the replay of the data. It also
has a “zoom in” feature that shows spot data interpolated for a specific point (for example, your location),
and shows your position on the chart with a blue dot. It also has a weather routing function, allowing you
to import route data from another app and calculate a weather routed course (to use the weather routing,
you must add a companion app ‘iPolar’ to calculate your performance polars).
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 A screen capture from Weather4D Pro

We also use WeatherTrack for gribs,  but find that the less-rich data set and user interface make it less
useful.

An odd, but very useful app is AeroWeather. AeroWeather is designed for airplane pilots, and gathers
weather data from airport weather stations you select and displays their weather (visibility, cloud cover,
wind strength and direction). By selecting an appropriate range of stations, you can gain valuable insight
into the pressure gradient for a given locale, and get weather data that is typically more up to date than
most weather sites present (airports update every hour).
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 AeroWeather screen capture

We use two main tide prediction apps, Shralptide and AyeTides. Shralptide is free, has an easy to use user
interface, and is usually good enough. But ShralpTide’s tidal station database is small, and it only
predicts tides up to 5 days in advance. If we want more granular tidal data than it provides, we go to
AyeTides, with its richer data set and longer range forecasts.

Other weather apps used include WindAlert, PassageWeather, Weather Underground, and HF FAX (HF
FAX ‘listens’ to our SSB and draws weatherfaxes, Sat images, etc. as broadcast). We also have created
direct links in our browser to ASCAT for satellite wind reports, NOAA Mexico text forecasts, Geary’s
Sonrisa Net forecast, and several of the pages on the Sarana website. Of course, most of this data is only
available when connected to the Internet via wifi or a cellular network. Weather4D does cache
downloaded gribs so they can be reviewed later, a very useful feature.

Cruising Guides / Sailing Directions

We load NOAA or DMA / NGIA produced coast pilots and sailing directions on our iPads for immediate
use in the iBooks reading app. They’re free, and available on the Internet at link: for NOAA coast pilots
and link: for DMA/ NGIA pilots and sailing directions. They make a nice adjunct to popular cruising
guides, and often highlight land features omitted from coastal cruising guides, which tend to focus on
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places you stay (anchorages) and omit places you pass by between them. As with any electronic book,
they are searchable within the reading app, making finding what you want a snap.

Boat Manuals and Reference Books

We also make a point of downloading boat manuals for as much of our equipment as we can find and
storing them in the reading app. Most are downloaded with odd file names like svt200412opman-2.pdf, so
we rename them appropriately for easy access. As with the guide books, they are easily searchable,
making them easier to use. We also load Bowditch and a few other books we find useful for reference
(where there is no doctor link: , where there is no dentist link: Mariners weather handbook link: ,
surviving the storm, link: , Ashley book of knots link: , etc.).

Translation

There are number of translation apps available, and many are free. Very useful when cruising in a foreign
tongue. The Google translate app will also translate using the camera; point the app in camera mode at a
sign or product package and it will translate it for you on the screen. While the translations are rough, and
occasionally incomprehensible, they are usually enough to get the job done. Some translators require
Internet access to work, and some download a basic vocabulary. Test apps with the device in airplane
mode to see how they work without Internet access.

Local knowledge

There are a number of local knowledge and travel apps that are worth using. Most are free. Tripadvisor is
useful, written primarily in English, and aimed at the traveler. It will list local restaurants, hotels,
attractions or similar categories of things for you, with associated reviews by other travelers. Yelp and
FourSquare are other location apps, primarily used by locals (so in Mexico the reviews tend to be mostly
in Spanish). They will also help you find local businesses and provide reviews, for a wider assortment of
businesses than Tripadvisor will (looking for a hardware store? Don’t bother with Tripadvisor). Any of
the location aware apps require a population of users with Internet capable handsets large enough to
provide the reviews and list the businesses, so they are useful in large cities and bigger towns, and useless
in small towns. They also suffer from much poorer location services in most of Mexico. In the USA or
Canada, these apps will get you to the door of a business, but in Mexico they oft times will only get you
to the neighbourhood, as the underlying cartography in Mexico is poor.

Entertainment

There are thousands, if not millions of entertainment apps for these devices. Soduku, solitaire,
crosswords, chess, bridge — the possibilities are endless for idling away watches or bad weather days at
anchor (although it is far more useful to employ those hours composing articles for Currents!).

A few of the entertaining apps we enjoy are planetarium apps like sky rover or distant suns, which help
you identify the stars. I will also place in this category the Weems and Plath ship’s clock app with ships
bells, which rings the traditional eight bell sequence of the navy watch.
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Cover image courtesy of panbo.com

About The Author

Rob Murray

Avant - Beneteau First 44.5 Sloop

Rob Murray and Debra Zhou are 'Doers' in the Sea of Cortez, Mexico.

_______________________________________________
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Wallis and Futuna

http://currents.bluewatercruising.org/articles/wallis-and-futuna/

Wallis and Futuna is the exotic name of two Islands located in the South Pacific, enough to make you
dream about far-flung land. But how did we land here?

During our stay in French Polynesia, the French President came to visit every single island of the
territory/collectivity to fulfill an electoral promise. This planted a seed in our travel box for a small detour
to a lesser known destination, as Wallis is not on the milk run; the Port only receives 40-50 boats
annually. Beforehand, we knew it existed via philately and our French background/education; however,
not enough to pinpoint it well in the Atlas. Yet here we are, anchored in its lagoon and enjoying every
minute of it. Two big groups form the lot of cruisers making landfall here:

the French, who come to see what’s going on so far from the mainland, and
the New-Zealanders and Australians, while transiting to the Marshall Islands and stopping for a
bit of rest, some wine, cheese and patés from France

Once you have discovered the atoll, the low lying Central Island and you have enjoyed a few beautiful
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sunsets, you then realize that nothing has changed for 1,000 years. This peaceful atoll has only been
disturbed by the Catholic missionaries, who came 200 years ago after being asked politely to leave
Tonga.  So far, we are doing our best to absorb its tradition and culture, which is strong around here.

So what makes this collectivity so different from French Polynesia?

First, they never let go of their strong tradition and the most significant one is the Royalty. In reality,
every aspect of the daily life is still driven by the “Coutume” (ancestral tradition). The village chiefs, the
nobles and the King are the forces that drive the traditional side of the Island; everyone has their own
place in the society from birth, to your rights to a funeral, giving it almost a medieval feel to it. The entire
ensemble makes for a very well-structured community with its own code of values. As an example,
during a “fete du village” (village celebration) between the size of the pig you take away home, to your
position while seating at the Kava ceremony, everything is dictated by your birth’s status and ability to
demonstrate your power. The hand-to-hand combat has now been replaced by monetary donations to
show your worth; while the first still remains when discussions or agreements are not going anywhere, as
we can attest.

Secondly, so far the entire Island hasn’t gone through cadastre in any formal manner; it is still verbal
family communication that can get you a piece of land to build your house. Thus enabling a total control
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of the land by the hierarchy; clearly no outsider will ever buy a lot without proper paperwork, unless you
marry a Wallisian. (“Cadastre” is defined as “the public record of the extent, value, and ownership of land
within a district for the purpose of taxation”.)

Also, one of the last vestiges of the ancestral time is the Church position, and it still runs deep in daily
life. In our Occidental civilization, the majority of it has detached the politic side to the Bishop.  Well, not
here, where education (elementary school until Grade 5) is still completely run by the Church. The King
and Bishop sit next to each other at all big occasions and the civil administrator takes his cue from those
two figures.

Finally, women have an important role in their family and are the key to the entire household. Even if the
men still demonstrate their manhood during the Kava ceremony, the women will have their say in the
end, as it is a matriarchal culture.

So if you ever dream of having lunch with a king, witnessing traditions, which are older than most books,
and seeing a way of life far from your day-to-day routine, we strongly recommend a visit to the Island
collectivity of Wallis and Futuna! At least now you have no more excuses to not come around and visit
this tiny grain of sand in the South Pacific.

Good to Know

This is a French territory and the language spoken here is mainly French and Wallisian.
If you have gone through French Polynesia and still possess a few French Pacific francs, not to
worry as they work here too.
You are back to a Society Island (French Polynesia) configuration, with some very nice
anchorages inside a lagoon that breaks those nasty swells. The pass is easy and navigation through
the lagoon is not a problem; the Navionics map is perfect.
As you approach, Wallis Radio can provide you help via VHF channel 09 and keep an eye on you
for your safety.
Healthcare is totally free, no questions asked nor ID requested, equipped with a hospital,
dispensary and pharmacies and a brand new MRI scan.
There are plenty of stores around the Island, with one type “Carrefour” making provisioning a
breeze. You can even find some nice wines from France (But of course!) at the “Cave de Wallis”.
Along with a shop similar to Home Depot.
A birds’ eye view of the Island is provided via ULM (ultralight aircraft); hence you can fly over
Wallis and get a completely different perspective of it all.
The lagoon is ciguatera-free.

About The Author

Valerie and Laurent Devin

LetItGo - Lagoon 380, Catamaran

Valerie and Laurent broke the habit of living on land and became pelagic nomad. Their travels have taken
them first down the coast of North America, Central and South America where they stopped in Baja de
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Caraquez in Ecuador. For three months, they traveled on land mostly by bus to visit Bolivia, Peru and
finally Ecuador. In December 2014 they left the Americas and followed the trades to French Polynesia.
They are currently in the Marquesas. Their passions are discovering new ways of life by meeting people,
experiencing food, various culture and learning new languages. They started this adventure with their two
teenagers one of them is now living independently in Canada. Follow their trip at svletitgo.com.

_______________________________________________
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Another Day In the Life of Ty Dewi - Cruising the Islands

http://currents.bluewatercruising.org/articles/another-day-life-ty-dewi-cruising-islands/

It’s been a while since the crew of Ty Dewi did one of our ‘day in the life’ series and since people say
they like them, here’s another. This time, I’ve picked an action packed day when we made the passage
from St Kitts to St Barts. It’s a fifty mile trip, a long one for us – well, for those of us who didn’t do a
nearly three thousand mile Atlantic crossing – and it was a trip with lots of interesting events….

We like to set off early for these trips, it means that even if we have problems we can still arrive in
daylight. Gesa and I had said six o’clock, I thought that was wake up, she took it as departure so the
alarm goes at oh-five-thirty (what does the oh stand for, oh-my-god-its-early) I stagger out of bed,
realising that the sun isn’t up but we might as prepare anyway. There’s a little left over washing up from
the night before but first things first, I put the kettle on for coffee. Do the washing up, dry, put away
because it’ll just fall on the floor if we don’t stow it well. Make that coffee and check engine oil, turn on
instruments, write the passage details in the logbook and we are pretty much ready to leave. Gesa stows
the last few loose items, gets our lifejackets from the kids room and goes on deck. I start the engine, turn
on the anchor windlass and follow. As we prepare, Max appears, wondering what’s going on and wanting
to help. He’s great like this, always helps with the anchor and other things, whilst Issie stays firmly in her
bunk. We send Max to get a t-shirt, then put his lifejacket on and he goes up front with us.
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 Getting ready to leave as the sun rises over St Kitts

We hoist the mainsail, tying in two reefs (only using 70% of the sail) because we know we’ll have to
motor into a brisk breeze soon. Anchor up. Max presses the button whilst Gesa signals direct to me and I
use rudder and throttle to move the boat up to the anchor. Gesa ties the anchor to the bow of the boat as I
set a course for the bottom of St Kitts. We are still in the shelter of the island so we have a pleasant half
hour to start with in flat water with a gentle breeze. We take the opportunity to have a bit of breakfast,
although Max isn’t keen on his, he gets a bit seasick so that’s probably a good thing. Max and I take the
fishing line out of the locker and drop the lure in the water, letting the line unwind until we are trailing
forty metres of line behind us. So now Max has helped set the line and anything we catch is claimed as
his and mine!

There’s a narrow gap between Nevis and St Kitts called, oddly enough, The Narrows. It’s not really that
narrow, a couple of miles wide, but it does funnel wind and current through from east to west. Sadly, we
have to go the other way, so it’s an hour of slow and bumpy motoring in steep, shallow seas. The good
news is that this is the hard bit, once through we turn away and romp northwards with a fair breeze.

As we get to the deeper water, we breathe a sigh of relief and turn away, setting the jib and turning off the
engine. At that moment, the fishing line jumps and stretches – we have a fish. Checking that the boat is
heading in the right direction and all set up well, I haul in the line only to find that it’s another darn
barracuda. They feed on reef fish and can accumulate the ciguatera nerve poison, so we don’t risk eating
them. It’s not quite so huge as the last one and he’s not swallowed the hook as far, so it’s a fairly easy
job to set him free again. The line goes back in the water and we hope for something more edible.
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 Barracuda

Max has succumbed to sea-sickness and is lying in the saloon bunk feeling and looking sorry for himself.
I dig out the big plastic bowl and leave it beside him just in case. Issie has set herself up in the aft cabin
with a few books and is happily reading away, munching breakfast and occasionally claiming to be ‘a bit
seasick, Daddy’ between bites of her marmite sandwich. That girl’s got my cast iron stomach.

The radio lights up. “PAN PAN, PAN PAN, PAN PAN, All stations, this is US Coast Guard aircraft. We
have received reports of a person in the water on the east coast of St Kitts and request all vessels to keep a
sharp lookout.” Interesting. Wait, we’re on the east coast of St Kitts and I can’t see another vessel
anywhere. Perhaps we should find out more. I call the coast guard, and they give us the position they are
searching, which is just two miles away but closer inshore. We could be there in fifteen minutes. I tell
them this but remind them we are a big sailing yacht and not best suited to a search and rescue. They
thank us but we can carry on unless they call us back. We see the aircraft, a fast jet, making repeated
passes across the sea nearer the coast. After an hour he breaks off, flies low past us and heads off in the
direction of the Virgin Islands, where we guess he is based. We’ll have to look up the local paper on the
web when we can and see if anything is mentioned.

By now, Gesa has succumbed to sea-sickness too. I have already helped Max, who has been sick twice
into the bowl, but Gesa looks after herself, leaning over the side for a minute or two then disappearing
below to lie down and sort of sleep. Max is a disconsolate ball curled up in his bunk. Gesa will get up if I
really need her but otherwise stays firmly in her bunk. At times like this, I am reminded just how tough
some bits of this trip are for Gesa, and how wonderful she is to be here, doing this despite the discomforts
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and challenges.

At noon the fishing line jumps again. It’s a heavy one this time and I put the line around a winch to help
as I pull it in. The noise of the winch brings Gesa on deck just as I get the fish alongside the boat. It’s a
dolphin. Now, before our postbag fills up with indignant emails about us murdering Flipper, this is not
your cute, jumping in the bow wave mammal – around here dolphin is also the name for mahi-mahi,
which has a reputation as a good sport fish with fabulous taste. It’s living up to the first part, as it fights
against the line. It’s body is iridescent green and blue, flashing and changing as it struggles. In the final
heave on the line, I pull the fish out of the water and swing it forward in an arc so it loops over the
guardrails and lands on the side decks. This is the most lively catch we’ve had, as it flaps hard on the
deck. Even a shot of the strongest rum only quells it a fraction and it is sad to watch such a beautiful
animal gasping it’s last. Some fish, like mackerel, just lie down and die once they are out of the water,
but this one has a lot more determination. I prefer to put them out of their misery, and a winch handle is
useful here. Almost half an hour after taking the hook, we have a handsome, three foot long fish in the
cockpit. I put away the fishing line, we won’t need that for a few days.

I settle down and read some more of my book. I’m re-reading The Life of Pi and enjoying it thoroughly.
Boy is shipwrecked and stranded in a lifeboat for 277 days with a Bengal Tiger for company. Boy shows
tiger who is boss and survives. Sailor is stranded on yacht for eighteen months with only wife and kids for
company. Sailor is taught who’s boss. Might survive, watch this space.

In part II, we meet a racing fleet, arrive in St Barts, give away some of our fish and have a nice dinner and
sunset…

About The Author

Nick Ward

Ty Dewi - Young Sun 43 Pilothouse

In 2007, Nick Ward and his young family emigrated from England to Canada, by way of a two year
cruise from England to the Caribbean and the Eastern Seaboard of the USA. They, and Ty Dewi, now live
in the Comox Valley on Vancouver Island. 
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WOW is back!

http://currents.bluewatercruising.org/articles/wow-is-back/

Would you like to feel more confident and competent with your boating skills?  This is an incredible
opportunity to learn hands-on boating basics and network with other women boaters all at the same time.

Women on Water returns Saturday, April 8, 2017 – the boating seminar for women, by women, will be
held at Camosun College, Victoria, the same venue as in 2013.

The most frequent comment about WOW was that the classes were too short so for this session the
classes will be 1.5 hours.  There will be six topics to choose from and we are negotiating to do Anchoring
in the simulation lab this time – more on that to come!

Save the date and watch the BCA website and Currents for more details in the weeks ahead.  Registration
will open in January 2017.

About The Author

June Lazenby

 - 

June is an avid Dreamer, novice sailor, and keen to learn all things offshore. She has sailed the local
waters around Southern Vancouver Island and volunteers as a companion sailor with the Disabled Sailing
Association. Although a relatively new member to BCA, she is currently the Communications
Watchkeeper for VI Chapter.
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2017 Ocean Cruising Adventures Speaker Series

http://currents.bluewatercruising.org/articles/2017-ocean-cruising-adventures-speaker-series/

The Bluewater Cruising Association will once again be coordinating the Ocean Cruising Adventures
Speaker Series in 2017, with sponsorship support from Pacific Yachting.  This Vancouver tradition has
now be running for 41 years.  Roger Friesen, the new OCA Speaker Coordinator, avid sailor, sport
psychologist and UFV professor, has lined up a group of fascinating voyagers who will share their stories
and photos.  The four unique talks will be held on Friday evenings, starting February 3, 2017.  The
event will be held in the comfortable and spacious theatre at the HR MacMillan Space Centre in
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Vancouver.

The 2017 OCA Talks

February 3 – The Adventures of Asunto: Our Life Afloat on a Boat

Set sail with Kolby and his crew – a pregnant mama, a toddler and a dog  –  from Vancouver to Mexico,
Hawaii , Alaska and back home.  Experience the adventure and mis-adventure as this young family lives,
laughs and grows while sailing for a year.

February 10 –  Offshore Sailing: A Modern Day Adventure

Join offshore sailor, racer and instructor Christof Marti in the Atlantic and Pacific as he shares stories of
battling strong winds, big seas and boat system failures.  A thousand miles from shore, sailors need to be
truly self-sufficient to deal with anything Neptune might throw their way!

February 17  – Seven Years Aboard a 31ft Sailboat and Still Married

Wendy Hinman, adventurer, speaker & author shares photos and stories from her 7 year and 34,000 mile
Pacific and Asian odyssey with her husband aboard their 31 foot sailboat, Velella.  Teamwork and a sense
of humour mattered as they faced endless character building challenges!

February 24 – The South Pacific: Give In To The Dream

Sailboat: check!  Captain: check!  Admiral: check!  What else to do you need?  Will and Sarah Curry
bought a sailboat in Mexico and set sail west, across the South Pacific to Australia, learning a thing or
two along the way!

Tickets prices for OCA remain very reasonable at $10 for Bluewater Cruising Association members and
$15 for the general public.  The best deal is the series ticket that covers all four evenings.  These are
priced at $30 for Bluewater members and $50 for the general public.  Advanced individual tickets and
series tickets are available for purchase online from the Bluewater Cruising Association website.  Just
click on the OCA 2017 banner at the top of the page.  Tickets will also be available for cash purchase at
the door on the night of the event.

About The Author

Norm Cooper

Sarah Jean II - Saga 43

Norm and his wife, Beth, spent three years cruising in Mexico, across the South Pacific to New Zealand
and then back home to Vancouver. He is now active as a volunteer with BCA. Norm is an ISPA certified
sailing instructor, Together with Beth he operates Ocean Forest Voyaging offering offshore sailing
instruction, cruising reference books and passage planning software.
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Vancouver Island Fleet Report: December 2016

http://currents.bluewatercruising.org/news/vancouver-island-fleet-report-december-2016/

On December 7, thirty Vancouver Island Fleet members attended a presentation on Offshore Sail Trim
and Techniques by Connie and Daragh. The Weather Group reviewed the first of their Virtual Passages :
“Tonga / Fiji to New Zealand”.

Presentation topics for January 2017 will include:

January 11th:     Weather Routing Services and getting Forecasts at sea by Simon Walker.
January 25th:     Heavy Weather Sailing, Wind vanes and Auto pilots by Tony Gooch.
January 28th:     Rigging issues and Assessments  by Blackline Marine, Sidney.

We hope to see all the VI Fleet attend and Happy New Year to everyone!

About The Author

Connie Morahan, VI Fleet Coordinator
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Cookie Cutter - Peterson 36 Cutter

Connie Morahan has been a BCA member since 2000. She cruised the Pacific Ocean with Peter
McMartin over a ten-year period, returning to BC from Japan in 2012. She has served as VI Fleet
Coordinator since 2012.
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Vancouver Island Fleet Report: November 2016

http://currents.bluewatercruising.org/news/vancouver-island-fleet-report-november-2016/

On November 9, Dr. Catharine Ascah provided information to Fleet members about medical topics of
interest  to bluewater cruisers including common ailments, medications, first aid kits, travel vaccines and
travel to Mexico.
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 Celestial navigators in action.

The November 23 meeting highlight was a presentation on Celestial Navigation by Andrew Evans, an
accomplished solo-sailor from the Royal Victoria Yacht Club. Twenty-six Vancouver Island Fleet
members learned the basics of taking sextant sightings and plotting their positions using almanac tables
and their chronometers. Andrew & Marcia Garcon did a “show and tell” beforehand of their Mizzen stay-
sail on Spirit Wind.

Mark your calendars for the next Vancouver Island Fleet meetings:

January 11: a presentation on “Weather Routing Services & Forecasts” and ways for getting
these offshore
January 25: a talk by Tony Gooch on “Preparing for Heavy Weather” and self-steering systems

Hope to see everyone there!

About The Author

Connie Morahan, VI Fleet Coordinator

Cookie Cutter - Peterson 36 Cutter
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Connie Morahan has been a BCA member since 2000. She cruised the Pacific Ocean with Peter
McMartin over a ten-year period, returning to BC from Japan in 2012. She has served as VI Fleet
Coordinator since 2012.
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Vancouver Fleet Report: December 2016

http://currents.bluewatercruising.org/news/vancouver-fleet-report-december-2016/

As tradition dictates, the December meeting of the Vancouver Fleet is always a social get together in the
form of a pot-luck dinner. 2016 was no exception, and this anticipated event took place again just before
Christmas, on a dark and cold winter night, at Cam and Marianne’s place in Vancouver. Being the
gracious hosts that they are, they shared their home with all 2017 fleet members who attended and a few
guests from previous fleets. I bet it is challenging for all visiting offshore sailors to adapt to the cold
temperatures we are having this year!
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 BCA 2017 Fleet members and visiting offshore BCA members at Cam and Marianne’s.

The December Fleet meeting was a great success, with amazing food, great conversations about sailing
options and technical aspects of adventuring offshore. There were many great stories about sailing in
warmer climes and awesome opportunities to pick the brains of offshore sailors such as Gary Peacock and
Karina McQueen of Sea Rover II, who were visiting back from Mexico. Always a treat to have these
experienced sailors come and spend some time with Dreamers.
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Among the visiting sailors, were also Lana Wong and Ken Robertson who were back from sailing in
Mexico on Adios.

As usual, the food was delicious and everybody helped out, from welcoming guests to cleaning up at the
end of the evening.
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 Great food and great company.

Once again, thank you to Cam and Marianne for hosting this annual event at their home. I am looking
forward to the fleet meeting in January. Mark your calendars for January 24!

About The Author

Rosario Passos

Counting Stars - Whitby 42 Ketch

Rosario is a dreamer who wants to sail the South Pacific.... so far she sails the local waters of the Salish
Sea to get as much experience as possible.
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Calgary Fleet Report: December 2016

http://currents.bluewatercruising.org/news/calgary-fleet-report-december-2016/

On December 12, the Calgary chapter held their final fleet gathering of the 2016 calendar year.  We were
joined by some new members to the fleet group, and we also welcomed back members who had just
recently returned from their recent leg of cruising through Fiji.

We were extremely fortunate this month to welcome a guest speaker to our fleet meeting. Stan Homer
(Homers’ Odyssey II) came to share his knowledge and experience on redundancies and what to think
about when determining the right level of redundancy for our own boats when preparing to go offshore. 
Rather than simply outlining his own recommended options for redundancies, Stan highlighted that one
of the most important questions we have to answer is how well we are prepared for the multitude of
failure potential scenarios. The fleet group, with a variety of offshore experience levels, appreciated
Stan’s use of his broad experience to encourage us to consider our own boat, it’s systems, our own
comfort level and the skill of our crew to go through a conscious decision making process when
determining which redundancy options were the right ones for us.

Topics covered included redundancy consideration and options for steering, windlasses, sails, potable
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water, tools and spare parts in general.  It was a lively discussion with contributions and perspectives
from the entire group and a great way to wrap up fleet before the holiday break.

Calgary fleet reconvenes on January 16, when Ted and Pam Simper will share with the group lessons
from the recent leg of their offshore journey from New Zealand and Fiji.

Calgary Fleet represents a unique opportunity for temporarily land-locked sailors to learn from
experienced peers as we prepare for the beginning or continuation of an offshore journey.  If you are
working towards an offshore adventure or even just starting to think about one, consider joining fleet.  
Send me an email or connect with me at the next club night.

About The Author

Christine McGregor

Destiny - Whitby 42 Ketch

Christine McGregor has been a member of BCA since 2013 and became the Calgary Fleet Watchkeeper
earlier this year. She has sailed BC’s Gulf Islands, Croatia's Dalmatian coast, Florida and the Bahamas
with her husband and co-captain James. She enjoys BCA and fleet meetings because of the great people
and inspiring stories of fellow sailors, and looks forward to heading offshore soon on their Whitby 42,
My Destiny, to start creating some of those inspiring stories of their own.
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Calgary Fleet Report: November 2016

http://currents.bluewatercruising.org/news/calgary-fleet-report-november-2016/

The Calgary chapter Fleet had their third meeting of the year on November 21 and as always it was a
great evening of learning and sharing among friends.

It was a special evening in a couple of ways:  first of all was our main conversation topic, which gave
Cathy Norrie the opportunity to share some great learning from her and co-skipper Bill Norrie’s recent
completion of their circumnavigation on Terrwyn.  Cathy spoke knowledgeably and passionately about
what they would have done differently on the multi-leg journey around the globe on their Pacific Seacraft
36, which provided excellent insight for those in the group who are still preparing for their offshore
adventure.  Topics covered included proper fishing gear, weather information, mast steps, navigation,
energy, clothing, provisioning, sails and communication systems and there was a lot of note-taking by the
other fleet participants!
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 The Norrie’s
third crew member – Monty – their Monitor Wind Vein helm. Indispensable!

After learning the hard way on the first leg of their circumnavigation, the Norrie’s traded out a simple
hand line for a proper deep sea reel, favouring their Penn Senator Class reel and rod with roller fair leads.

The second reason our November fleet meeting was particularly special, is that one of our members was
just days away from hopping on a plane to meet the rest of her family on their new sailing vessel, that will
shortly be taking them around the world.  We got to share in some of the excitement and anticipation of
these final days – and with her partner already on the boat with the children, got some near-live feedback
and insight into the things that pop up that you just never would have expected or planned for.  Wishes
for fair winds and following seas were abundant, as was the excitement we all shared in seeing a fleet
member embark on a maiden offshore voyage!

Calgary’s  December fleet meeting welcomed Stan Homer (Homers’ Odessey II) as a guest speaker to
share with us his knowledge and experience on Redundancies.  Stay tuned for the report.

About The Author

Christine McGregor
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Destiny - Whitby 42 Ketch

Christine McGregor has been a member of BCA since 2013 and became the Calgary Fleet Watchkeeper
earlier this year. She has sailed BC’s Gulf Islands, Croatia's Dalmatian coast, Florida and the Bahamas
with her husband and co-captain James. She enjoys BCA and fleet meetings because of the great people
and inspiring stories of fellow sailors, and looks forward to heading offshore soon on their Whitby 42,
My Destiny, to start creating some of those inspiring stories of their own.
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Battery Monitors

http://currents.bluewatercruising.org/articles/battery-monitors/

A boat’s battery bank is at the heart of its DC electrical system and the bank’s state of charge (SOC) is
critical information. Not only is it important to know how much energy remains stored so you do not
deplete the bank and no longer have the power needed to run ship’s services, but it is also necessary
information to maintain the batteries in good health to maximize the number of cycles possible from the
bank of batteries.

A voltage meter can provide an estimate of the bank’s SOC, but an analog meter will only provide a
rough estimate. Even a digital voltage meter is not able to give wholly accurate information. A dedicated
battery monitor will not only provide voltage readings and the battery bank’s state of charge, but it can
also display real time amperage flow, an estimate of time the present draw can be sustained before
depleting the stored energy.

The battery bank’s state of charge can typically be displayed in both as amp hours or as a percentage of
charge remaining. Many monitors are “self-learning”, which allows the monitor to compensate for
inevitable electrical inefficiencies when charging. They can also re-calibrate to ensure that the SOC is at
100% when the batteries are fully charged, and thereby improving the accuracy at all points of the
charge/discharge cycle.

– Lyle, PYS Marine Electrical Technician

About The Author
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Jeff Cote

Pacific Yacht Systems - 

Jeff Cote is a systems design engineer and owner of Pacific Yacht Systems, a full service shop delivering
marine electrical and navigation solutions for recreational boats. Visit their website and blog for info and
articles on marine electrical systems, projects and more: www.pysystems.ca.
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Not Too Early to Update Your Member Profile for the 2017
Member Directory!

http://currents.bluewatercruising.org/news/not-early-update-member-profile-2017-member-directory/

Make it one of your New Year’s resolutions to check your BCA website information today! Is the
information accurate and up-to-date regarding your:

Boat name and type,
Marina or Currently Cruising,
Mailing address,
Phone number(s),
Email address,
Ham and/or VHF licence,
Spouse/partner, if applicable,
Yacht club membership,
And/or change in BCA membership status from Regular to Bluewater or Lifetime?

Here’s how:

Go to the Bluewater Cruising Association’s website and log in as the primary member. The
primary member is the one who pays for the membership; the associate member is a ‘sub-
account’.
Click on ‘Manage Profile’.
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Click on ‘Edit Bio’. Update your information and save changes (bottom of page).
Click on ‘Sub-accounts’. Is your partner/spouse linked to you? Is your boat linked to you? If they
aren’t, follow the prompts to create a sub-account or email Liz to ask her to link you to your
partner and/or boat.

Please also check whether your names are spelled correctly and capitalized appropriately, e.g., Cathy
Smith-Brown, not cathy Smith-brown.

When checking or updating your address, please use the following street abbreviations: Ave., Blvd., Cir.,
Cres., Ct., Dr., Hts., Ln., Pkwy., Pl., Rd., St., Ter., Way. For directions: N., S., E., W., N.W., N.E., S.W.,
S.E.

Thank you. You’ll be making the directory coordinators’ job much easier!

About The Author

Donna Sassaman

Alia - Spencer 44

Long-time BCA members, Donna and her husband, Bill, cruised to Mexico, French Polynesia, and
Hawaii from 1990 to 1993. She has served as Currents editor; Vancouver Island Chapter's
Communications Watchkeeper and Secretary; BCA Board Secretary; and has coordinated the annual
member directory since 2009. Donna is currently serving as the BCA Volunteer Coordinator. 
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Vancouver International Boat Show 2017

http://currents.bluewatercruising.org/events/vancouver-international-boat-show-2017/

The 55th annual Vancouver International Boat Show runs January 18-22, 2017, at two great locations –
indoors at BC Place and a Floating Show at Granville Island Maritime Market and Marina.  Show hours
are 10am – 8pm every day except Sunday (10am – 5pm).  The in-water venue is open daily from 10am –
5pm.

According to the producers, this is Western Canada’s premier boat show – BC’s largest showcase for the
recreational boating industry and new 2017 products. In addition to displays from hundreds of marine
suppliers, boating experts from around the world (including a number of BCA members) educate, inspire
and entertain show attendees by sharing their experiences and expertise on everything from boating basics
to spellbinding adventures.

BCA’s presence at the Boat Show includes a booth and an offshore-ready boat at Granville Island. In
addition, a presentation about BCA and how the Association helps prepare cruisers for offshore will be
given by BCA Commodore, Jennifer Handley, on Friday (6:15pm), Saturday (6pm), and Sunday (2pm).
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Volunteering at the Boat Show provides approximately 75 BCA members with a great opportunity to
share their passion for offshore cruising, talk about the benefits of BCA membership with like-minded
boaters, and check out the latest in boats and boating-related accessories and services.

Be sure to stop by the booth and/or the offshore-ready “show boat,” Free Spirit, and say hello!

_______________________________________________
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Advanced Radar with Kevin Monahan

http://currents.bluewatercruising.org/events/advanced-radar-kevin-monahan-3/

If you have already taken Basic Radar with Kevin Monahan or have previous experience with radars and
basic knowledge, this course is for you. It will cover interpreting and manipulating the display, collision
avoidance, ARPA, navigating with radar and troubleshooting.

Kevin Monahan is an experienced captain, retired Canadian Coast Guard officer, and author of:
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The Radar Book: Effective Navigation and Collision Avoidance.

The course will be offered in classroom style with extensive slides showing various types of radar screens
and scenarios. With these real-life screen captures and other audio-visual effects, Kevin Monahan will
soon have you managing your radar like a pro! For a complete course outline, please click on the
registration link below.

 

_______________________________________________
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Basic Marine Diesel: Operation & Maintenance

http://currents.bluewatercruising.org/events/vancouver-course-basic-marine-diesel-operation-
maintenance/

This course is intended for anyone who owns and maintains their own sailboat, or those who want to gain
a better understanding of diesel engines, including proper operation and maintenance. No prior experience
or knowledge of diesel engines is necessary.

The instructor will explain the operating principals of a marine diesel engine; and will cover operation,
servicing and troubleshooting related to lubrication, cooling, fuel, electrical, stuffing boxes, etc.

This course is being presented by David West, a highly experienced and knowledgeable diesel mechanic
and instructor who comes highly recommended by students who have attended his courses. He is also a
sailing instructor.

_______________________________________________
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Vancouver Club Night - Coming Home: Mexico to Vancouver via
Hawaii

http://currents.bluewatercruising.org/events/coming-home-mexico-vancouver-via-hawaii/

While many couples opt to ship their boats home from Mexico, BCA members John and Geraldine
Guilfoyle took the leap into the Pacific and hitched a ride on the trade winds to Hawaii before embarking
on the long tack home around the Pacific High. Glitches abounded en route as they sailed Sea
Reach back home, proving that if ‘ain’t broke –just wait.’

Join us to hear about the ultimate ‘buddy boat’ experience between Puerto Vallarta and Hilo followed by
a month in Hawaii to recuperate and tweak things. The upwind return trip was marked by mostly smooth
sailing with a short handed crew of two, proving that there is nothing like a long passage to prepare you
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for a long passage!
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Vancouver Island South Club Night: Cruising... Round 2

http://currents.bluewatercruising.org/events/vi-south-january-club-night-cruising-round-2/

Barb Peck and Bjarne Hansen quit their jobs and set sail on Freya (30? double-ended Hunter-Vogel)
from Victoria to Hawaii in 2004. They cruised around various places in the South Pacific before sailing
back up the Juan de Fuca Strait in 2006.

Shortly after returning from the South Pacific, Barb joined the Vancouver Island Watch in the
Communications role, and Bjarne coordinated the Vancouver Island Fleet in 2009 and 2010. Barb was
also one of the organizers of the WOW (Women on Water) seminar in 2013, while Bjarne has presented
on various electrical topics to the Fleet. Their articles have appeared in Currents several times, while 
Freya was Currents cover-girl in March 2005 and Dec 2009.

In 2015, they once again set sail for points south, this time taking a somewhat more travelled path and on
a Niagara 35. After spending the winter in the Sea of Cortez, they left Hoku Pa’a on the hard in Guaymas
with the intention of returning to the Baja Peninsula when they can next disentangle themselves from
work.
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The presentation will provide some comparisons between these two trips with comments about some of
the differences and similarities, why some choices were made, and reflections on things they have
learned. No doubt they will not be able to resist sharing some of the wonderful sights from the Golfo de
California.

Barb and Bjarne will also share some of their experiences from the recent and unfortunate encounter
between Hoku Pa’a and Hurricane Newton!

_______________________________________________
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Vancouver Island Mid-Island Club Night - Sailing to French
Polynesia in an El Nino year - A trip with challenges

http://currents.bluewatercruising.org/events/vancouver-island-mid-island-club-night-sailing-french-
polynesia-el-nino-year-trip-challenges/

Are you planning to sail to the South Pacific? 

In May of 2015, Cees Van Staal and Julie Dunne set out from Victoria on Dutch
Wanderer (Koopmans 35) for beautiful French Polynesia.

Please join us as Cees describes this long passage directly to the Marquesas – and some of
the unexpected weather challenges they experienced, due to the strongest El Nino year on
record. This is one of the most interesting parts.

During the second half of the presentation, Cees will recount their subsequent cruise to the
Tuamotu Archipelago and Society Islands (Tahiti, Moorea, Huahine, Raiatea, etc.) in the
months from July through October. And in November 2015, he set sail north to Hawaii,
again encountering anomalous El Nino weather…

_______________________________________________
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