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Why Is That Furling Line So Tight?

http://currents.bluewatercruising.org/articles/furling-line-tight/

The adventure begins in Port Graves on the south-west side of Gambier Island in the Salish Sea. It is
December 31st and I am to meet a group of friends on the backside of Gambier… in a little hole, for New
Year’s Eve celebrations. It’s a lazy morning, lots of coffee, eating, laying about and enjoying the
morning.

I called my buddy, Russ, from Vancouver, about 1130h. He is halfway, so I pull up anchor and sail away
without starting the engine. I’m feeling pretty proud of myself. In 10-13 knots of wind from the north-
east, and 4 gybes later, I am out of Port Graves. Russ has gone by with only a foresail up. I turned and
followed, trying to catch him. I figured “it shouldn’t be too difficult…I have 2 sails and he’s only got
one”.

Before I could catch him though, the wind died and he furled the sail and started to motor. The race is
over.  I’m just coming beam on to Grace Island, and decide to furl the Genoa, but it seems to be “stuck”.
This has happened before and I have not yet figured out why. So I go forward to check the drum. It
appears the line has an over ride. What I didn’t notice was that the spinnaker halyard aloft had become
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twisted with the sail.

So I headed back to the cockpit and put the furling line on a winch, thinking that I would just pull out the
override. This has helped with the override in the past, so I was confident it would pull right out. As I was
getting a good pull on the winch, suddenly I “felt” a thud and a shudder through the whole boat.

 The old furler was hopelessly bent in the incident.

Panic strikes and I think “oh no…this can’t be good”,  as I’m racing forward to see what has happened.
The furler appears to be very “saggy”, so I look up and to my horror, see that the furler has completely
parted from the masthead. As I look at the now spaghetti-like mast, I realize that I am about to lose my
rig, as the main is still up.

I race back to the cockpit, release the main sheet and frantically furl the main (in-mast furling).  It only
takes less than half a minute, but it seems like forever as I keep looking up, waiting for the mast to come
crashing down. My adrenaline has certainly kicked in.

Without thinking it all the way through, I came to the conclusion that I need to stabilize the mast, but I
need the halyard for this. So I began to untangle the halyard from the sail by manually turning it with my
hands.  But this made a bad situation worse, as the furler came free and went crashing into the water,
along with about half of the unfurled Genoa. With another spike of adrenaline, I realized that I had to get
the sail and furler back onboard before it filled with water.

My heart felt like it wanted to jump out of my chest. I scrambled to gather the sail and the furler and drag
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them onboard, inside the lifelines. It was getting heavier and heavier as it filled with water, though
fortunately, the sail was partially furled. Finally, the entire sail was on deck, but half the furler was still in
the water.

I was losing my strength, but summoned just enough to haul the last part of the furler up over the aft
pushpit, onto the rail. There was still about ten feet sticking out the back and the tip of the furler was just
bobbing in and out of the water.

I collapsed on the deck, trying to catch my breath. The last few minutes  seemed surreal. How can this be,
I’m thinking. “You’ve really done it this time”.  After catching my breath, I went forward to put the
halyard on the bow point and winch it up to stabilize the mast. At least I still had the mast standing.

 The mast being rebuilt after removal.

The lessons learned were as follows, in no particular order:

1. Never put the furling line on a winch. If it doesn’t furl, something is not right;
2. Always look up when something doesn’t seem right;
3. Never stow the spinnaker halyard on the bowsprit;
4. Think your actions through before knee jerk reactions. The mast is stronger than it appears, and

the intermediate shrouds and running stays will support it, un-powered;
5. Always do a rig inspection as part of the purchase conditions. When I bought the boat, I had

passed on the rig inspection due to lack of funds. That was a mistake, as it would possibly have
revealed prior damage. Upon inspection of the broken stay, we found that the previous owner had
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also had an issue similar to mine. The extrusion for the furler was previously damaged and the
stay was partially cut in a prior incident. This was revealed by corrosion on broken strands of wire
and the twisted extrusion.

About The Author

Harry Nichols

Shala - Sceptre 41

I bought Shala 8 years ago in the spring of 2009. With no previous sailing experience the learning curve
was pretty steep. I have sailed exclusively on the Salish Sea from Desolation Sound to Puget Sound. I
have gradually increased my tolerance from gentle breezes to heavy winds and steep seas in anticipation
of heading offshore. I have set a date of August 5 2017 to pick up my crew in Uculet and depart thereafter
to Mexico. 

_______________________________________________
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Music On The Move

http://currents.bluewatercruising.org/articles/music-on-the-move/

Music is on the move again.

After having been in La Cruz since November 19, 2016, it is time to head out into the wild blue yonder.

Music has joined the Puddle Jump and after many, many seminars, including “what to do when big things
break” and endless updates on “tropical weather”, we are off.
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 Bill’s two sons on deck sailing in Banderas Bay.

About The Author

Bill and Jane Bourlet

Music - Island Packet 40

_______________________________________________
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Crusing Cuba

http://currents.bluewatercruising.org/articles/crusing-cuba/

In the winter of 2016, we decided we wanted to visit Cuba. We had been based in Sydney, NS, so after
our circumnavigation of Newfoundland, we headed south to warmer climes. We followed the fall foliage
down the east coast of the U.S. and used Key West as our jumping off point to Cuba. We waited for a
good weather window for crossing the Gulf Stream. Local knowledge said that you did not want to head
across the northerly flowing body of water when there was any northing in the wind. Wind against current
would lead to sharp, steep waves and make sailing very uncomfortable.

There are two possible places to check in on arrival from Florida: Varadero or Marina Hemingway, just
west of Havana. We chose to go to Marina Hemingway because we were going to stay awhile and were
not interested in the vacation lifestyle that exists at most resorts. Varadero is a very popular resort.

The entrance to Marina Hemingway can be tricky in a northerly wind, as there is a bar and the waves
come pounding in, sometimes closing the entrance. We waited about two weeks to get the weather we
wanted. There was a north-easterly wind forecasted to swing to the east and we were rewarded with a
great sail, although lumpy at times, and an easy entrance just after a beautiful red sunrise over Havana.
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 The entrance to Marina Hemingway was closed due to a northerly wind.

The Marina consists of long skinny concrete basins and you side tie to the walls. There is electricity and
water at most slips. There are three basins; if possible request a spot that is NOT on the one closest to the
ocean!

The northerlies that close the bar also push the boats very hard into the concrete wall. To counteract that,
it is necessary to run lines across the basin to tie off to the other side. Old timers just leave the lines in the
water, letting them sink when not needed, so boats further down the basin can leave when they wish.
There is room for approximately 400 boats at the Marina.
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 Dockside at Marina Hemingway.

We really enjoyed our six week stay in Marina Hemingway. Walking to and participating in the local
markets made us feel like we were part of the community. Local buses stop just outside of the Marina and
for under a quarter you can ride into downtown Havana, which is about 30 kilometres away. We spent
many days strolling around Havana, stopping for coffee in the narrow streets of the old town. If you are
interested in people watching and exploring beautifully restored buildings, as well as regular
neighbourhoods, Havana is for you. It is a very safe, fascinating environment, and as a Canadian, we were
welcomed by the local people wherever we went.

Cuba has two currencies, one for the locals and one for the tourists. If you go to a tourist restaurant, you
can expect to pay about 2/3 of the price you would if you were in Canada. If you frequent local
restaurants, you can have a decent meal for under five dollars. The menu will not be as varied and often
you can ask for a few things, only to be told they are unavailable. We learned to ask what they had and
ordered accordingly. The food is basic, not spicy. Chicken and pork are readily available, but it seemed
beef was kept for export and the tourist industry. Lots of variety of fish is on hand and lobsters are readily
traded for, once you are out cruising. Fresh fruits and vegetables were easy to come by in Havana, but
once we left Marina Hemingway, it became a problem to procure them. There is not a lot of variety in the
canned goods, so if you are attached to specific brands and certain tinned vegetables, you would be wise
to stock up before arriving in Cuba. Just a note: peanut butter is very hard to find. I traded some nice soft
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toilet paper to another cruiser to get my fix!

 Brand new seatless toilets.

The U. S. embargo on goods going into Cuba has created an interesting economy. Since parts are hard to
come by, things just don’t get repaired. In the shower rooms at the Marina, about three out of the five
toilets malfunctioned and the showers were either not attached to the wall anymore, or had the heads
broken in some manner. The water was hot though, and it always ran. We were mystified to discover that
none of the toilets had seats. All was explained when we went into a well-stocked plumbing store and
found out they sell their toilets without seats in Cuba! If you have never been in a country where the
sewage system does not function like it does in Canada, remember in Cuba, do not put the toilet paper
down the toilet or there will be another non functioning commode soon. When the two American rallies
arrived at the Marina, it was difficult to find a working toilet.

Old cars are one of the attractions in Cuba. Often the motors have been replaced by tractor engines, so
they are noisy. Cars are handed down from father to son and men are constantly working on them.
Walking around the Capital, it was not uncommon to see someone’s feet sticking out from under a car,
right on the street. We rode in one taxi that had been converted from an automatic to a standard and you
could see the hole in the floor where the stick shift was added. Often the doors don’t close properly, or
the windows have light plastic to keep out the rain. Then there are also the meticulously maintained cars
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that are available for tours. The pink Cadillac convertibles were my favourite.

We had two land tours while we were in Cuba and I would highly recommend them. Land touring is not
restricted in any way, which is not true for cruising. We visited the Cienfuegos and Trinidad area with
former BCA members Ken and Wendy Squirrel, from Cop Out, who were holidaying from Canada. We
had a great time wandering around Cienfuegos, with its old classical buildings and beautiful coast line,
sampling the rum and the Cuban cigars.

There is a network of home stays in Cuba. Once you have hooked into it, the owners will recommend a
spot in the next town for you to go to and even make transport arrangements. The rooms are closely
inspected and it costs a lot of money for Cubans to get permission to open one; therefore, the rooms are
meticulously clean and there is a bathroom exclusively for the guests. For a nominal price, you can order
breakfast, which includes coffee, juice, fresh tropical fruit, eggs and some kind of bread.

 Tobacco drying shed near Vinales.

Our second tour was to Vinales, where we went on horseback into the hills and experienced what farming
in Cuba is all about. A lot of work is still done by bullocks and it is not uncommon to see donkeys or
horses pulling wagons down the main streets in the towns. We had a great time in a cave and I went
swimming in the underground spring, deep within a mountain.
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Learning about the tobacco industry and how communism functions was an interesting educational
opportunity. When the area was flattened by a hurricane, workers from other areas were bused in and
rebuilt the tobacco drying sheds. The only cost to the owner was the food to feed the workers. The owner
gets to keep a percentage of the crop and the rest belongs to the government. It differed in what crop you
planted as to how much you got to keep for your own use. In the tobacco industry the government took
85% of the crop and the farmer was allowed to sell the remaining 15% and use the money to feed his
family.

We left Marina Hemingway and cruised along the north shore to the west end of Cuba with the boat,
planning on exploring the northwest and southwest shores of the Island. Our cruising guide, which was
printed a few years ago, led us to believe we could stop in the villages along the north side to re-
provision. This was not the case, as we were not allowed to come ashore in one small village. They let us
stay anchored, but explained that the community was not set up for international visitors, and we needed
to leave and proceed to the destination our paper work specified.

Yachts are welcomed wherever there is a resort and your passage is documented quite carefully. The
guarda or military police keep a close eye on you, wherever you go. We believe that is to prevent any
Cubans from leaving the country on pleasure boats. The guide book was great in describing possible
anchorages and very accurate with directions on getting in and out of safe anchorages in the mangroves.
This is where the fishermen would find us and the bartering for lobster would take place. After watching
fishermen snorkeling for lobster in coolish water, we traded Barry’s aging, but still good, wet suit for a
lovely large snapper.
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 Presidio Modelo on Isla Juventud.

On the south side of Cuba, we visited Isla Juventud. This is where Fidel and Raoul Castro and Che
Guevara were incarcerated before the Revolution. The prison, which is no longer in use, is a magnificent
structure. The circular architecture is quite unique and we had a great time roaming around the place. We
had been told by another cruiser that it was possible to drop anchor in a bay close to the prison and walk
in to see it. Once again, we were misinformed, and an alarm went out when we left our dinghy on the
beach. On the way back from the prison, we were picked up by the military and escorted by jeep back to
the boat, with firm instructions to vacate the area at once. Apparently, we caused quite a ruckus!
Sometimes, not having a firm grasp of the language can have some benefits!

Further to the east of Isla Juventud, there was a series of islands that were set up for cruising, with good
anchorages. There are lovely beaches, great trails ashore, and the snorkeling is excellent. Nature reserves
had park rangers on them, where they stayed in isolation for a month at a time. They were grateful for
anything you offered them. One fellow asked for razors and after a tour to visit the crocodiles in one spot,
we gave away Barry’s rubber boots after noticing the fellow’s soles on his boots were barely attached.
We were fascinated to watch the guys fashion a new gasket for their outboard motor from an old piece of
rubber. Cubans are great at improvising to fix things. The rangers supplemented their meager income by
cooking a lovely lobster dinner for a very reasonable price. Our most easterly anchorage on the southeast
side was Cayo Lavisa, there was a resort and a small grocery store where we added to our provisions.
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We did some diving on the south side and it was well worth the effort. At Maria La Gorda, there is an
internationally-known dive site where the coral was outstanding, and there was a fantastic wall that
dropped off into a seemingly bottomless abyss. The coral and the sea life in this area were magnificent.
We chose not to circumnavigate Cuba, and returned to Florida after checking out of the country on the
northwest tip of the Island. We added our Dobson Yacht Club burgee from Nova Scotia to the collection
hanging from the rafters at the Club there. We were very quietly asked by the manager if we had any
cellular phones we were not using. Having a collection from around the world that we didn’t know how
to make work again, it seemed a fair deal to trade for good Cuban rum. Instead of returning to Florida, we
could have continued in an easterly direction and cruised the southeast coast of Cuba; passed through the
Windward Passage between Cuba and Haiti, and then cruised up the northern coast up the old Bahamas
Channel.

We are very glad we chose to cruise around Cuba, as we had a great time. The people are wonderful and
the countryside is beautiful. As Canadians, you are granted a three month visa when you arrive, and are
granted a further three months for the asking. We renewed our passports at the Canadian embassy in
Havana, and they were returned in the promised two weeks. We probably would not return to Cuba,
because of the limitations the government imposes on the movement of cruisers. But perhaps that will
change once the old guard of the Cuban government is gone. It will be interesting to see if relations
between Cuba and the U.S. will continue to ease, with their newly elected president. There are two
Facebook groups for Cuba: Cuba Land and Sea, run by Addison Chan from Toronto, on Three Penny
Opera. It is a great resource if you are considering cruising in Cuba.

About The Author

Ann Lange

Cat's-Paw IV - Fast Passage, 40, Cutter rigged

Members of the VI Chapter and the Fleet of 2006, Ann and Barry have almost completed their
circumnavigation. Winter 2016 was spent in Cuba followed by a crossing of the Atlantic with thoughts of
spending several years in the Mediterranean. A bad back sent them back across the Atlantic and they are
now in Bonaire planning on going through the Panama Canal in April.

_______________________________________________
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A 180 Degree Turn

http://currents.bluewatercruising.org/articles/180-degree-turn/

After years of dreaming and planning, we are finally at the ‘Doers’ stage. In September, our
Alden44 Lemanee and her crew of three set sail southbound. We were heading to San Francisco via
Roche Harbour and Neah Bay.

After a wonderful Bon Voyage party, our family came down and tossed off our bowline. There was so
much excitement and pride at all we had accomplished. Customs and obtaining our US cruising permit at
Roche Harbour was a breeze. We anchored there for the night and headed to Port Angeles, where the next
morning we were faced with a delay…a huge off-shore fog bank.  The second morning in Port Angeles,
Captain Dennis was hardly able to make it out of the V-Berth and needed assistance getting dressed. He
had been sore and achy for about a month prior to the trip and had gone to the doctor, where he was told
he had mild arthritis. The soreness was most likely from the extensive time he had spent in a harness,
while up the mast installing our new Raymarine radar.

After a 30 minute shuffle up the dock and Dennis having no qualms about using the handicap bathroom,
we stood on the deck and discussed our next move. We could still see BC and envision our Canadian
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Health System, so we made a very heartbreaking but easy decision to head home. Thankfully our crew
member, Terry Hiebert, was on board and could take over the glorious sail north. With 20-30 knots on the
starboard port quarter, we practically flew back to Saanich. We called ahead and got a slip at Canoe Cove,
where we were able to clear Customs back into Canada.

We hailed a cab and dropped Terry off at the ferry terminal, then Dennis and I headed to the Saanich
Hospital to find out what was happening to his joints. Many blood tests later, he was diagnosed with Poly
Myalgia Rheumatica, an auto immune disease that attacks the large joints, ie; shoulders and hips. Dennis
was prescribed medication that eased the pain in about 4 hours. We then had some decisions to make.
With it being so late in the season, sailing south was out of the question, so it was with heavy hearts that
we decided to dry dock Lemanee. We took care of her bottom and closed her up for the winter.

Having gotten rid of everything that we owned, we have been couch surfing, driving a borrowed car and
traveling this winter.  The warmth of SE Asia was good for Dennis’ joints, but the cold damp of
Vancouver Island not so much.

It hasn’t been until now that I have been able to write this without my eyes filling with tears. Dennis is
still on medication and hurts when the dose is reduced. We haven’t given up on our dream of sailing the
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South Pacific, but the best of plans come to a screaming halt when the health of the crew is endangered.

The last five months have been a roller coaster. We have traveled, seen beautiful sites, visited with family
and relaxed, while mourning the abrupt halt of a dream. We know in our brains that it has only been put
on hold, but our hearts are so sad.

We are looking forward to getting  the boat back in the water in March and spend the summer sailing our
beautiful BC coastline and see what unfolds. Hoping we will be able to make the BAHAHA Rally this
fall.

About The Author

Kandyce Hiebert

Lemanee - Alden 44

Kandyce and Dennis are 2016 leavers searching for warmer climes and adventure as they sail down the
coast to Mexico this year.

_______________________________________________
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The Big Question

http://currents.bluewatercruising.org/articles/the-big-question/

In October 1999, we left our sailboat in the South Pacific and returned to enjoy a Canadian winter.  A few
friends have expressed curiosity about our nautical lifestyle, especially the long passages:

“What do you do all day?” they ask: Two people, alone in a small boat on a large sea for 3000 miles, 24
hours a day, no anchorages, restaurants or spas in between.  Well, as someone told me, there’s always
something to do.  There are routine boat responsibilities, chores and optional extras.  As well, every day
some unexpected challenge comes along: the Eggplant Parmigiana hits the deck and 100,000 shards of
Corelle, along with a reasonable facsimile of the St. Valentine’s Day Massacre keeps you busy for a
while.

Even in the halcyon life of Paradise West, there must be structure to a day. Ours is built around a few
constants: deck watch and the Radio Net.  The latter is a communication protocol, informally agreed upon
by boats sharing the same passage. On our trip to the Marquesas, we checked in with eight other boats
twice a day; shared information about weather, sea conditions and, increasingly, “glitches”.  It was very
reassuring to know that there were other people out there, even if we could not see one another.

We believe strongly that there must be someone “on watch” at all times. He/she should be up on deck,
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barring very brief sorties below. Our schedule is less structured than some, but we try to accommodate
our personal “biorhythms”.  Only the night watches are consistently scheduled.  Hugh goes to bed soon
after dinner, usually sleeping from 2030 hrs to 0030 hrs. He does the “graveyard shift” until about 0500
hrs. Then he sleeps for about 3,5 hours. He is, however, like a mother with a new infant; any unusual
change in motion or sound may bring him on deck to check and adjust.  During the day, we spell each
other off for short naps.

At first, I found my evening shift almost unbearable. I would check the clock every ten minutes; I didn’t
think midnight would ever come. Once I prided myself on being a night personality.  Suddenly I had no
personality at all.  I was fighting sleep at 2100 hrs., panicking at the thought that I would have to do this
for over 21 nights.  I still don’t love it, but I have adjusted to it.  I’ve had a full moon, phosphorescent
waves, balmy evenings. “The stars upon the Bowl of Night..” etc. My Walkman is my salvation.  We
brought several audio tapes from Canada and have exchanged others with friends.  Listening to a book is
a fantastic way to pass the time. We have an eclectic collection, Proust to Judy Blume, but find that the
best are classics or excellent contemporary literature.  Unfortunately, we are running through the
collection too quickly. I’ll soon have to return to “Gzowski’s Last Show”, a sentimental favorite!

 This is the crass reality, in contrast with the bright dream image from the cover of this article!

Once I wondered if I’d ever be able to sleep below, with the bouncing and rolling that occurs.  Veteran
sailors assured me that I’d fall asleep as soon as my head hit the pillow and they were right. 
Unfortunately for me, awakening from sleep is excruciating. However, once on deck I know that it will be
light in an hour.  I get all the sunrises and they are usually magnificent.  Then I just sit and think for
awhile.  This is my alone time and I treasure it.
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I have done more writing in the last few years than I had for decades.  (Muse inspired by aberrant
circumstances?)  Once I thought I could never create on the computer, that I needed the magical stimulus
of a lead pencil.  But I have realized that I do my writing when I am scrubbing the deck or snorkeling or
walking down a street.  When I sit down to the computer, I am just putting the words I have memorized
onto paper.  During the past two years, I have written nine chapters of an “Agatha Christie-style” murder
(nautical motif); regular articles for The New Edinburgh News; several short but pithy reflections on Life
at Sea; as well as a roughed-out plot about a woman who advertises in the Personal Column to find a
partner for her husband, who wants to sail around the world. I’ve even returned to poetry writing for the
first time since soppy adolescence.  It’s faintly depressing to admit that my passionate poetic expression
should be entitled “Ode to a Pressure Cooker”.  Ah well, youth’s torrid emotions must be channeled into
more prosaic areas.

By the time morning net was over, it was time to think about lunch.  Dining and wining have always been
rituals central to our existence.  A lot of readjustment have been necessary since we became “Boat
People”. For a while, I tried to produce the kind of meals I made at home: meat with a sauce, three kinds
of vegetables, a salad…It just doesn’t work on a rocky boat.  The stove is gimbaled; there are devices to
keep a pot from reeling too far afield, and many boats have a security strap for the intrepid cook. 
Nevertheless, one often risks life, limb and the poached chicken while cooking underway.  I have
realized, not without a certain sorrow, that “one pot” meals do best: a casserole in the oven or a dish
cooked in the pressure cooker.  I cannot tell you how I have resisted “cooking under pressure”.  It seems
that most people of my generation recall cowering in the corner of the kitchen as the pressure cooker blew
its top!  My experienced sailing buddies assured me that “they don’t blow up any more”, but I found a lot
of delaying techniques before I finally assembled my new pot. I must admit that my first production
convinced me of its value: ratatouille in five minutes!  I have done great soups, modified my chicken
casseroles and regularly steam vegetables without drama. Cooking is one of my few creative outlets and it
was depressing to think I’d have to curb my style.  However, this is a life of compromises!

Related to cooking are daily chores: looking into the storage bins to sniff out rotting potatoes etc. 
(Doesn’t take a rocket scientist!) It makes my day to find weevils in the flour, necessitating major
extermination measures.

I do not knit, quilt, polish the silver or sprout mung beans.  In time, I may dabble in water colours, work
on Spanish translation or make bread. I should do sit-ups, edit my videos and give myself a manicure.  I
read voraciously.  Good books are important, because their spirit lingers.

Okay, what about running the boat?  In my time, I have taken several courses where they tried diligently
to explain that complex combination of sheets, strings and sticks that work together to take us the longest
distance between two points. But just when I was beginning to tell a jib sheet from a forestay, Das Boot
was equipped with a set of electronic and mechanical support systems to rival Apollo 2000.  Now I have
to learn to push buttons and I covet a Fisher-Price wheel to grip; ours turns by itself.

Furthermore, we have embarked on passages where we stay on one tack for a week.  Hugh spends a lot of
time fine-tuning the self-steering wind vane, which we generally use.  His previous career experience
makes him the better-qualified to plot the course (I used to go from downtown Ottawa to Kanata via Hull)
so my principal responsibility on deck is to look out for traffic.  Not too demanding, considering that we
saw three vessels in three weeks.  Nevertheless, it only takes one close encounter of the worst kind! Hugh
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does a walkabout several times, usually obeying my exhortations to wear his harness.  As well, each day
he checks the engine, runs it when necessary to recharge the batteries or run the water maker.

As for the Most Frequently Asked Question: “What is it like to spend all your time alone together on a
boat?” That is best left for alternative publications!

About The Author

Hugh & Heather Bacon

Argonauta I - Beneteau 440

Hugh and Heather left the Caribbean Island of Tortola in 1997. Their route took them through the
Caribbean to Panama. They transited the Canal in May 1999 and once in the Pacific, they explored the
Galapagos and many South Pacific Island Groups enroute to Australia. September 2002, they departed
Australia sailing North of Africa, first through South East Asia and then the Indian Ocean and up the Red
Sea to The Med.. In 2004 they continued to Southern France. Next year they went on to Gibraltar,
Morocco and the many Atlantic Islands. In January 2006 they departed the Cape Verde Islands and
completed their circumnavigation off Grenada later that month. Two more years in the Caribbean brought
them once again to the Panama Canal and in 2008, Argonauta I arrived in Sidney BC. 

_______________________________________________
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Thank You to the Generous WOW! 2017 Sponsors

http://currents.bluewatercruising.org/articles/thank-generous-wow-2017-sponsors/

The organizers and participants at WOW! 2017 would like to thank the following sponsors for their
gracious and generous donations to our event:

?  Alan Kelly Yacht Refinishing ?  All Bay Marine Ltd.
?  Arbonne Cosmetics ?  Arbutus RV
?  Beacon Auto Parts ?  Beacon Law
?  Beacon Law Center ?  Blackline Marine
?  Bluewater Cruising Association ?  Brentwood Bay Resort
?  Bridgeman’s Bistro @ Mill Bay ?  Canadian Tire
?  Canoe Cove ?  Cherry Point Vineyards
?  Columbia Fire and Safety ?  Country Grocer
?  Deep Cove Market ?  Dolphin Insurance
?  Donna Lynch ?  Elaine Humphrey
?  Elite Marine ?  Environment and Climate Change Canada
?  Fairway Markets ?  Gallery Hair Salon
?  Gartside Marine ?  Genoa Bay Marina
?  Great Canadian Dollar Store ?  Greater Victoria Harbour Authority
?  Haunted Bookshop ?  Island Haircutting
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?  Jensen’s Marine ?  Leitch and McBride
?  Liza Copeland ?  Maple Bay Marina
?  Maple Bay Yacht Club ?  Mill Bay Marina
?  Munro’s Books ?  North Saanich Marina
?  Oak Bay Beach Hotel ?  Oak Bay Marine Group
?  Ocean River Adventures ?  Olga Lang
?  Park Isle Marine (Roy) ?  Peninsula Boat tops
?  Philbrooks Boatyard ?  Poet’s Cove Resort and Spa
?  Port Sidney Marina ?  Raven Marine
?  Russell Books ?  Saanich Firefighters
?  Save On Foods ?  Scott Plastics
?  Scuba Scrubbers ?  Sea Power Marine Centre
?  Serious Coffee – Mill Bay ?  Sherrin Horsburgh
?  Shipwrite Publications ?  Shipyard Restaurant & Pub
?  Sidney Natural Foods ?  Sidney Pier Hotel and Spa
?  SNS Yacht Club ?  South Island Marine
?  Spa Space ?  Spencer’s Marine Supply
?  Stonehouse Pub ?  Sweet Talk & Lace Lingerie
?  The Cookie Guy ?  The RumRunner Pub
?  Thrifty’s ?  Trish Bowen
?  Tula Sailing ?  Turkish Adventures
?  U-Neek Seats ?  Van Isle Marina
?  Westport Marina ?  Young Living

 

Please support our sponsors whenever you can!

About The Author

June Lazenby

 - 

June is an avid Dreamer, novice sailor, and keen to learn all things offshore. She has sailed the local
waters around Southern Vancouver Island and volunteers as a companion sailor with the Disabled Sailing
Association. Although a relatively new member to BCA, she is currently the Communications
Watchkeeper for VI Chapter.

_______________________________________________
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Objects of Intense Desire

http://currents.bluewatercruising.org/articles/objects-intense-desire/

We have a few things aboard Avant that other cruisers see and immediately say: “We have to get one of
those for our boat!” These ‘objects of intense desire’ make life aboard easier by solving simple problems
simply.

One of these is our mosquito coil holder.

When we’re in a buggy place, we burn mosquito coils and use an aluminum pie plate or a dinner plate
covered in foil, with the supplied folding tin holder that gets old quickly. The ash gets everywhere in the
slightest breeze; it is hard to move the coil without making a mess, and if a piece of clothing touches the
coil, you burn a hole in it.
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 Opened to insert new coil, note ash captured by fibreglass grates.

These coil holders are simple metal containers that hold a mosquito coil between two pieces of fibreglass
cloth and catch the ash as they burn. You need only empty the ashes after ten or more coils; the burning
end is enclosed for safety, and it’s easy to move around the boat or onto the dock without spilling the ash
everywhere.

Whenever we have used them and others notice, they always want to know where to get one for their
boat.

Available at many outdoor goods outlets, including Amazon and Canadian Tire. Between $5-10. Worth
the money!

About The Author

Rob Murray

Avant - Beneteau First 44.5 Sloop

Rob Murray and Debra Zhou are 'Doers' in the Sea of Cortez, Mexico.
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Choices

http://currents.bluewatercruising.org/articles/choices/

Flat calm. An ever so subtle transfer of energy from the ocean to the hull brings me back from my
thoughts, as I lie on my foredeck. The lights of the small village nearby all go dark as if, on queue, the
generators shut down for the night. The stars already bright, suddenly glow brighter as slowly my eyes
adjust and I slip back into my thoughts. Slight blues and reds flash, as some stars reveal they are not all
white. Maybe they didn’t just reveal this, maybe I just started to pay attention. Or maybe the absence of
all man-made distraction helped me to see. Or maybe the barely perceptible movement of the Golden
Hind on which I float, tethered to Terra by a mere hook and rode, shifted my thoughts to notice.

Dawn will again come, all this will be masked by a deep blue, pinks, reds and finally day will break.
Again so many stars disappear from sight. That’s ok because the warmth of first light will touch my skin,
and distraction from these thoughts are replaced with another beautiful gift. Life, a life spent living it my
way. For now, I will sacrifice a world in which I was conditioned to live a life with time. A currency so
easily spent by far too many, far too easily. A currency, which seems to be endless until it is too late. A
currency we all have, but valued differently by everyone.
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I am lucky, not because I am laying on the foredeck on a warm December night, floating 35 feet above
the ground, on crystal clear water. That was a series of hard choices made and dedication. No, I am lucky
because of the country embossed on my passport. The choice by those who rule, afforded me the chance
to choose. Not all have this.

 I watched two young boys today, maybe 8 and 10, run out of their fibreboard shack with kitchen pots,
obviously sent by their mother to fetch water halfway across town. This sight touched me a bit because I
know this is their life. Their little chore and their little dedication to their family. They will have very
little chance for escape for better things. Maybe one of those little boys will be a shimmering blue or red
light unlike the myriad of simple white spots. Different from the mold. I hope they see it.

And yet here I am, anchored 600 feet from their doorstep by choice. I fetched water from the same cistern
yesterday.

If the chance is given or a choice is an option, choose to take back the time. Don’t spend it on money.
Money cannot buy you time. Take the conditioned barriers that are built around you since before birth,
and push them aside. Take back your time and pursue your life. This is not a rehearsal and no divine
master is going to beam you up when your currency is all spent. Take it and choose how to spend it.
Chase a dream, be brave and gybe for the first time. Re-setting your sails takes effort and energy to catch
the wind in a new direction. The wind is there and the choice is yours, which direction you choose. It is
not dictated.

All that is needed is a moment without distraction, to see the difference between so many choices that all
look the same. It is easy to miss the subtleties that make one choice shine a little differently. Not all the
same are the paths chosen.

 Right now is the time. Do not wait for tomorrow when today shines so brightly.

About The Author

James Howard

Golden Hind IV - Albin Vega

Jame's obsession with sailing started many years ago when he moved from a power boat to the more
relaxed pace of sailing, and his passion quickly grew into a desire to sail off for distant shores.
Somewhere between dreaming and researching, James fell in love with a certain sailboat named the
Golden Hind IV. His 5 year plan: to refit, fill the bank account as much as possible and untie the lines.
Many years have passed and the 5 year plan is coming to fruition. The Golden Hind IV, an Albin Vega to
be reckoned with, is about to step away from the shore and the adventure is about to unfold.

_______________________________________________
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Volunteers R Us!

http://currents.bluewatercruising.org/articles/volunteers-r-us/

Welcome to Spring! This season, besides bringing April showers and May flowers, also brings the year’s
membership directory. I’m happy to report that your 2017 BCA Member Directory has been printed and
has been mailed. If you haven’t yet received it, look for it in your mailbox in the next couple of days.

I’m also happy to report that members Rhonda Schuller (Vancouver Chapter) and Ron Morrison
(Vancouver Island Chapter) volunteered to coordinate the 2018 directory. They completed their
‘apprenticeship’, working with Geraldine Guilfoyle and me (Donna Sassaman) on this year’s directory.
Geraldine and I will be happy to mentor as needed next year and look forward to being surprised and
delighted by the cover photo and content of the 2018 directory!

Now that the directory is a wrap, I’m back to my Volunteer Coordinator duties, which have been on hold
for the past couple of months. Most of the detailed job descriptions have been finalized and I’ll be
submitting them soon to the Board for inclusion in the Operations Manual.

Watchkeepers, if you haven’t yet had a chance to send me your draft job description, please email me and
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I’ll send you the template. Thanks!

Although the $50 membership dues credit draw is over (congratulations to Stan Homer, Calgary Chapter;
Ken Christie, Vancouver Chapter; and Bjarne Hansen, VI Chapter), it’s not too late to submit your
volunteer form. Simply complete the Volunteer Form online, which will give the Association details
about your talents and interests! (Helpful hint: at the end of the form, where there’s a math problem to
complete, request a new math question.)

Opportunities to Volunteer for Bluewater Cruising Association

BCA is a volunteer-run organization so it needs members to volunteer. Besides helping the Association to
deliver services and programs, volunteers benefit from involvement in their Chapter’s management and
free entry into Club Nights! Some positions even have their own burgees for the incumbents to display at
Rendezvous and other BCA events.

BCA Vice Commodore

The Board of Directors is seeking a dynamic member to serve as Vice Commodore. Overall
responsibilities include:

Serving on the Board of Directors.
Assisting the Commodore in matters related to the management of the Association.
Being, or becoming, knowledgeable regarding past practices and history of BCA to ensure
ongoing respect for, and continuation of, organizational traditions. (The Historian and Vice
Commodore may collaborate to bring the history and traditions of the organization to the attention
of the membership.)
Being, or becoming familiar with past and present policies and practices, to assist in the continuity
of operations and effective governance.

Tasks include:

Serves as the Commodore’s delegate as needed.
Is responsible for organizing the Annual General Meeting.
Is responsible for conducting reviews of key policies and practices.

Note: This position generally leads to the incumbent assuming the position of Commodore; however, it is
not a requirement of the position.

Calgary Bosun

The Calgary Chapter needs a cheerful Bosun with sales aptitude! Tasks include:

Maintains inventory of all items for sale.
Coordinates Chapter Club night Bosun’s Locker sales.
Researches and purchases items of interest to members.
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Liaises with other Bosuns regarding inventory.

Calgary Rendezvous Coordinator

If you have an aptitude for event planning, coordinating the Thanksgiving Rendezvous just may be up
your alley! Tasks include:

Reserve the venue and arrange the details.
Advertise through Currents, emails, and Club night announcements.
Plan activities for the Rendezvous and find the volunteers to run them.
Prepare information packages for each boat attending the Rendezvous, including an itinerary for
the weekend, information regarding the venue, any information for theme activities, draw tickets,
etc.
Register attendees, keep track of attendance fee (currently $5), help people to feel welcome and
included, and hand out information packages.
Organize breakfasts, happy hour, and organize volunteers to assist. Note: Thanksgiving dinner is
provided by the Marina for a fee.
Prepare an article for Currents to be published as soon as possible after the Rendezvous.

Vancouver Bartender(s)

If you are a regular attender of Vancouver Club Nights and enjoy socializing, this position may be for
you! Ideally, two people will work in this position. Tasks include:

Purchases and dispenses refreshments at Club Nights.
Successful completion of ‘Serving It Right’. Note: This is a requirement under BC liquor laws; if
the bartender doesn’t already have ‘Serving It Right’, the Chapter will pay the $35 fee for them
to take the course. It is online and quite easy.
Ensures that we have a valid liquor license whenever the bar is open.

Vancouver Communications

This position provides communications support to the Chapter’s membership through email, PowerPoint,
posters, and the BCA website. Tasks include:

Creates and emails a poster monthly, promoting Club nights.
Maintains the mailing list for Club night monthly promotion.
Sends out emails to all Chapter members re club night and reminders of same.
Posts Club night events to the BCA website.
Posts Club night events to Currents.
Creates PowerPoint presentation, with announcements for Club night.
Promotes Chapter and Club activities to other yacht clubs in BC.

Vancouver Island Membership
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This position is instrumental in increasing the membership of the Chapter as well as that of the
Association in general. Tasks include:

Sends a personalized email to new members, welcoming them to the Chapter and BCA.
Introduces new members to the other Watchkeepers at Club Nights (e.g., Fleet Coordinator,
Education Watchkeeper).
Encourages new members to join the Facebook group and website groups.
Encourages new members to set up their boat information, partner information, and blogs on the
website.
Facilitates membership sales at Club nights and events such as Rendezvous by having paper
application forms available; processing payments with a manual credit card machine or by
accepting cheques; or providing electronic device access (e.g., iPad, Paypal) to prospects wishing
to join the Association.

Please let your Chapter Vice Commodore know of your interest to serve in the applicable position by
emailing:

Calgary: Cathy Norrie
Vancouver: Blair Tweten
Vancouver Island (Victoria): Ralph Lapp; and/or
The BCA Volunteer Coordinator

Thank you and fair winds!

About The Author

Donna Sassaman

Alia - Spencer 44

Long-time BCA members, Donna and her husband, Bill, cruised to Mexico, French Polynesia, and
Hawaii from 1990 to 1993. She has served as Currents editor; Vancouver Island Chapter's
Communications Watchkeeper and Secretary; BCA Board Secretary; and has coordinated the annual
member directory since 2009. Donna is currently serving as the BCA Volunteer Coordinator. 

_______________________________________________
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Mid-Island Sail Training (MIST) 2017

http://currents.bluewatercruising.org/events/mid-island-sail-training-mist-2017/

The Bluewater Cruising Association’s Vancouver Island Chapter is proud to host the fourth annual Mid-
Island Sail Training (MIST) on-the-water event in Nanaimo, May 5-7, 2017.  MIST is dedicated to the
development of traditional sailing skills by practice in the “great water laboratory” at our doorstep, rather
than by theory in a classroom setting. MIST  is a weekend of camaraderie and fun with the goal of
making us better sailors in a more basic, practical sense. This is an excellent hands-on training experience
on its own or in addition to V.I.C.E. (Vancouver Island Cruising Experience.)

It is hoped that participants will arrive at the docks at Newcastle Island with their boats, although in the
past we have had “boatless” people who have managed to book berths on other’s boats and have a great
time.

Assuming most boats will arrive on Friday, attendees are invited to an informal happy hour at 1700h on
Protection Island (Grace and Rob Dodge, hosts).  Please bring a contribution to the evening social. 
Dinner on Saturday will be a potluck, also hosted by Rob and Grace.
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Course Outline

The main theme this year will be navigating without your electronics, including dead reckoning, using
depth contours and celestial navigation. We will review the function of your sextant, what to buy if you
don’t already own one, how to ensure it hasn’t been dropped and knocked out of adjustment and how to
readjust if needed.  There will be “classroom” time on Saturday and time on the boats figuring out where
best to take the sights from, and your eye’s elevation. This will be followed by some theory and the
calculations to take a noon sight, establishing both your latitude and longitude.

Sunday is traditionally a day on the water at a predetermined location in the middle of the Strait.  Weather
depending, boats will sail on one or more dead reckoning exercises after generating a compass deviation
card, and with a bit of luck will get a MerPass position (Meridian Passage) sighting.

Although the focus of the weekend is on navigating without electronics, the program always seems to
evolve with the interests and needs of the participants, so don’t be afraid to request any non-electronic
training you may want, i.e. heaving to, reefing on ALL points of sail, and wind vanes etc.

If you can’t make it to Nanaimo on Saturday, you are welcome to participate on Sunday only.

Registration Information

MIST is limited to 22 people.
Advance registration is mandatory – please email Rob.
Cost per participant is $10 (possibly less), payable upon arrival.

Suggested Moorage

Newcastle Island dock or mooring buoys, or anchor in Mark Bay.

Mentors

Skippers are encouraged to bring a mentor along with them. Request one when registering or search under
RESOURCES/MENTORS on the BCA website.

Don’t have a boat?

Boat-less sailors who wish to participate as crew can also register by contacting Rob Dodge; effort will be
made to find a host boat and accommodation. Boat-less sailors are also encouraged to ask at Club Nights
and/or use the website to try and line up their own ride.

_______________________________________________
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Vancouver Club Night - Malacca Straits to the Andaman and
South China Seas

http://currents.bluewatercruising.org/events/vancouver-club-night-malacca-straits-andaman-south-china-
seas/

Exotic Malaysia and Thailand

BCA members Connie Morahan and Peter McMartin will share pictures and stories of their 3,500nm
voyage on Cookie Cutter along the west coast of Malaysia and Thailand and east To Malaysia Borneo.
Join them as they walk the streets of the historic towns of the Straits Settlements, sail among their
limestone islands of Phang-Nga Marine National Park, dive the clear waters of the offshore islands in the
Andaman Sea, visit the Sultanate of Brunei, and explore the largest cave in the world.

Connie and Peter have made previous presentations to BCA on their 2009 cruise through Indonesia, and
their passage home via the Philippines and Japan in 2012. They have cruised the BC coast together for
more than 20 years, and sailed offshore for 10 years between 2002 and 2012.
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All About Sails with Carol Hasse

http://currents.bluewatercruising.org/events/all-about-sails/

Sails are beautiful!  As works of art, craft, and science, they are rich in history yet evolving with modern
materials and our understanding of fluid dynamics.  Sails deliver a practical and magical connection with
wind and sea; they inspire and inform us in our adventures, discoveries, and dreams. The Calgary Chapter
is thus delighted to invite you to spend a day with sailmaker and cruiser, Carol Hasse, enhancing your
knowledge and understanding of sails.

With photos, drawings, and sample sails, Carol will discuss the following:

Anatomy and vocabulary of sails and rigging
Specifics of sail geometry and shape
Definitions and advantages of various rigs
Offshore sail inventory and handling
Basic sail trim and trim tools
Storm sails and heavy weather tactics
Sail construction details including sailcloth and hardware
Basic sail repair and ditty
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Instructor

Carol Hasse has been a sailmaker and owner of Hasse & Company Port Townsend Sails, Inc. since 1978. 
Carol has logged over 40,000 offshore miles in northern and southern latitudes, on boats varying from 25
to 101 feet.  She has sailed on both mono and multi-hulls and on vessels with traditional and modern rigs. 
She has been involved personally and professionally in the building of fiberglass and wooden boats and
has owned a 25-foot wood Nordic Folkboat since 1979.  She is active in teaching and lecturing on sail-
making, sail repair, sail inventory, and sail handling. Carol Hasse is a founding board member of the
Wooden Boats Foundation.

Lunch

Lunch will be provided and is included in the registration fee.

_______________________________________________
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May Rendezvous: Sail-ebrate Canada 150

http://currents.bluewatercruising.org/events/may-rendezvous-sail-ebrate-canada-150/

Mark your calendar for May 20 – 22: the May Rendezvous, Poet’s Cove, Pender Island! Arrive Friday
evening or anytime Saturday before the 1600h Happy Hour. The official Rendezvous agenda starts at
1600h on Saturday.

Come for the fun, the food, the camaraderie, the splash of red-and-white (flags, sails, attire, bunting,
decorations, etc) and the music! Bring your voices, your fave Canadian folk songs and your instruments –
the theme is Canada 150!
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We’ll have the floating dock again this year as our Rendezvous base. There are 12 spaces along the dock
for boats; the fee is $1/foot/night. If you want to tie to the dock, contact Poet’s Cove to reserve at
250-629-2111.

Anticipate being asked to help out if you tie up … or anchor out! Some of the planned activities include:

9:00 am breakfasts on the floating dock:

Saturday – BCA will provide continental-style breakfast
Sunday and Monday breakfasts are pure potluck – Please consider bringing muffins or loaves to share.

Saturday 1:00 pm – Hike up Mt. Norman for those who feel so inclined.
Saturday 4:00 pm – Happy Hour: Bring your choice of grog as well as appies to share. Scavenger
Hunt lists will be given out during Happy Hour – see below.
Sunday 8:30 am – Radio Check-in
Sunday 10:00 am – Microscopy on the Dock with Elaine Humphrey (If you have kiddies joining
you, have them bring extra nets and buckets)
Sunday 1:00 pm – Blind Voyageur Dinghy Race
Sunday 3:00 pm – Turn in your Scavenger Hunt results
Sunday 5:30pm – Potluck Supper. Bring your choice of beverage as well as a food contribution to
share:

Surname starting with A – M: Bring a salad or a dessert
Surname starting with N – Z: Bring a main dish

 Wear your red and white to dinner as we celebrate 150 years of Canadian pride!

After Dinner – prize/gift exchange – see details below.
All Weekend – “Open Boat”: Hang a tea towel on your shrouds or other convenient place to alert
potential visitors that your boat is “open”.

We will be doing a Scavenger Hunt at the Rendezvous – AND we are going to give you some hints as to
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what will be on the list.  Because our theme is Sail-ebrate Canada 150 there will be 50 bonus points for
each item you bring that was a souvenir of the 1967 Canadian Centennial – that can be currency – coins
or bills, stamps, crests, spoons, flags, pins, t-shirts, etc.  It must have 1867-1967 and/or the stylized maple
leaf centennial logo on it to be eligible.

There will also be 500 bonus points for each person on your team that brings a printed picture of
themselves from 1967.  One team per boat, and each boat can have as many members on their team as
they have crew on the day.  Not born yet in 1967?  Where were your parents in 1967?  Surprise us…

We will have a prize/gift exchange after dinner on Sunday night.  Each boat that chooses to participate
must bring a new wrapped item and we will draw numbers to choose your gift – like you have probably
done at work at Christmas time.  Stealing will be allowed – but only twice.  The item can be anything you
like as long as it is new – regifting is okay – it can be something useful or nautical or funny or containing
alcohol – however it must be new.  We can help with wrapping when you get there.  Email us if you have
any questions about it.

Go to the Event page on the website and use the RSVP button so we get an idea of the numbers for
planning food.

Rendezvous, me hearties, we’ll have fun those three days!

_______________________________________________
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Vancouver Island Cruising Experience (VICE)

http://currents.bluewatercruising.org/events/vancouver-island-cruising-experience-vice/

Open to BCA members only, VICE is a mini offshore shakedown trip. Sail away from Vancouver Island,
over the horizon and into the night in the company and security of a fleet of like minded, adventurous
sailors. There is no preparation for going offshore quite like being offshore and VICE is an opportunity
for Dreamers to get some offshore experience before they become Doers.

If you haven’t signed up yet and are interested in taking part in VICE this summer, we invite you to sign
up now. You can do so either as skipper and boat or if you are not quite there yet, you can sign up as
crew.

_______________________________________________
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VI South Club Night - Mexico to Australia: A Two Year Plan

http://currents.bluewatercruising.org/events/vi-south-may-club-night-mexico-australia-two-year-
plan

The dream of sailing to the South Pacific is a powerful one…

This is Will and Sarah’s story of how they made the dream a reality: One year in Mexico to buy and
prepare their boat Hydroquest, a Beneteau First 405 – for offshore, and one year to sail her across the
Pacific Ocean, with a final plan to sell in Australia. They’ll take you through the adventure with video,
tips, and stories that range from embarrassing to inspiring!

Sarah and Will Curry began talking about a sailing adventure on their very first date. Will had sailed
thousands of offshore miles, but Sarah didn’t know the difference between a sheet and a halyard! Since
starting their ‘life aquatic’, they’ve voyaged thousands of ocean miles together, been scared, been
amazed, done things they never imagined – and are having the time of their lives.

_______________________________________________
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Vancouver Island Fleet Report: April 2017

http://currents.bluewatercruising.org/news/vancouver-island-fleet-report-april-2017/

Several members checked out the two Fleet boats Shala and Ragtime that were open for touring on April
9 in Nanaimo. At our regular Fleet meeting on April 12 Tom Christensen gave a talk about using Sea Iq
with Google Earth in areas without accurate electronic charts, and also discussed AIS receivers and
transceivers. At the Fleet meeting on April 19, Daragh Nagle and I gave a presentation on Passage
Planning from Victoria to Mexico, and requested feedback from members on the past Fleet year and
suggestions for topics to start off the next Fleet year.

For the first time in many years we held a VI Fleet Rendezvous, and six boats (five of which plan to head
offshore this year) met up in Montague Harbour on the weekend of April 21/22/23.
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 Mast climbing discussion

Participants discussed a broad variety of topics over the weekend, had a demonstration of several mast
climbing techniques between rain showers on Saturday, practiced downloading weather maps and GRIB
files on their HF radios, listened in on the Great Northern Boater’s Net on Sunday morning, and
socialized over potluck appetizers, dinner and breakfast.
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 Breakfast potcluck

This was our last Fleet activity until September 27, 2017.

About The Author

Connie Morahan, VI Fleet Coordinator

Cookie Cutter - Peterson 36 Cutter

Connie Morahan has been a BCA member since 2000. She cruised the Pacific Ocean with Peter
McMartin over a ten-year period, returning to BC from Japan in 2012. She has served as VI Fleet
Coordinator since 2012.
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Vancouver Fleet Report: April 2017

http://currents.bluewatercruising.org/news/vancouver-fleet-report-april-2017/

The Vancouver Fleet, a group of BCA members who are planning to leave for offshore in the near future
meets on fourth Tuesdays at the Scottish Cultural Centre. There was a full house for the April Fleet
meeting on April 25.

As is the custom the program committee set up the program for the evening; presenters were introduced
by committee member Julie Dunne.
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 Julie introduces Carol

First on the program was Carol Hasse from Port Townsend Sails explaining the use of the trisail and
storm staysail in heavy weather.
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 Carol Hasse

She showed the advantages of using a trysail over a reefed mainsail and explained how to rig it using its
own sail track and sheeting it to the deck rather than the boom.
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 Carol explains the rigging for a staysail

A storm stay sail can be hanked on to a removable inner forestay. Running back stays are not needed if
the forestay is fitted near the top of the mast.

After the break Laurent Devin of sailing vessel Letitgo described his and Valerie’s cruising experience
over the last five years. They left with the Fleet of 2011 and except for a short visit never came back and
have no plans to return.
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 Laurent Devin of Letitgo

He described their cruising lifestyle – relaxed, enjoyable, spending lots of time in their favourite places,
and avoiding crowded anchorages. Except for a brief spell of heavy wind crossing the Gulf of
Tehuantepec, they sailed in ideal conditions. Their secret was to study the weather and stay where they
were until it was favourable. The secret to riding out heavy winds at anchor was chain – lots of it and
heavy. They had three sails and he is not sure where the third one is right now. Crossing from Ecuador to
the Marquesas they used “one side of the sail”.

The next meeting will be on May 23 and will feature Ryan and Bryson Robertson on offshore weather
and how to obtain weather information while at sea.

About The Author

Cameron and Marianne McLean, Vancouver Fleet Coordinators

Mayknot - Seabird 37

Cam and Marianne McLean have been BCA members since 1987, cruised offshore, and have served as
the Vancouver Fleet Coordinators for many years.
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Calgary Fleet Report: April 2017

http://currents.bluewatercruising.org/news/calgary-fleet-report-april-2017/

The BCA Calgary fleet continued their season with an April 24 meeting conducting a weather research
activity.  For novice and experienced offshore sailors alike, the opportunity to spend time finding and
learning how to use some of the most valuable and recent weather resources is a valuable skill to learn
and keep fresh.
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 Calgary Fleet member Joel Fox helps other members with the weather activity

Before jumping into the weather activity, we started the meeting with an update from Heather Marshall
on the W.O.W event she attended earlier in the month.  Hearing first hand from an W.O.W attendee
generated even more interest amongst those of us who were not able to attend this year.  Congratulations
to the WOW organizers for a successful event – and I’m sure you can expect even more Calgary
participants in the future, based on Heather’s reviews and the interest it generated.

For this month’s fleet weather activity, Joel Fox was our facilitator and set out with the objectives of
providing practical, hands on experience finding the weather resources you need, how to do advanced
weather planning before you are offshore, and some of the practical ways to keep your weather
information up to date once you’ve started a long passage or will be without reliable internet for an
extended period.  Working in groups, participants were able to get hands on experience with weather
resources they might not have used before, but also sharing the knowledge within the group on various
tips and tricks to use that have proved helpful and effective for other members of fleet.
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 Group work on the weather research activity, an opportunity for everyone to learn something new

The group sharing and mentoring is one of the most valuable aspects of fleet and our weather research
activity was a great example of how we learn from and build on each other’s experience – all towards the
common goal of getting the most of our offshore sailing plans.  For those BCA members who have
considered joining fleet, the next Calgary meeting is on May 15th and we’d love to have you!  Contact
calfleet@bluewatercruising.org for more details.

 

About The Author

Christine McGregor

Destiny - Whitby 42 Ketch

Christine McGregor has been a member of BCA since 2013 and became the Calgary Fleet Watchkeeper
earlier this year. She has sailed BC’s Gulf Islands, Croatia's Dalmatian coast, Florida and the Bahamas
with her husband and co-captain James. She enjoys BCA and fleet meetings because of the great people
and inspiring stories of fellow sailors, and looks forward to heading offshore soon on their Whitby 42,
My Destiny, to start creating some of those inspiring stories of their own.
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