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Circumnavigating Newfoundland

http://currents.bluewatercruising.org/articles/circumnavigating-newfoundland/

My husband and I sailed around Newfoundland during the summer of 2015, aboard our Fast Passage 39. 
Cat’s-Paw IV is a cutter rigged double ender with a cut away fin keel and a huge skeg rudder. She is a
good ocean going vessel and was up to the task of sailing around Canada’s tenth province.  If you are
planning such a voyage, I would suggest to make sure your radar is in good working order, you have
some source of heat onboard and that you have lots of good warm, foul weather gear aboard.  I am talking
about mitts, toques, floater suits, plenty of warm socks and make sure your gear is waterproof.

 It's cold here!

We started out on the southwestern tip of the province, in Port Aux Basque and sailed the Island
clockwise, heading up the west coast, across the top, down the east side and halfway across the southern
shore before we headed back to our home base for the year, Sidney NS. Our trip started on the twenty-
second of July, having heard that we shouldn’t start much sooner due to the preponderance of fog. We
probably shouldn’t have left it so late, but summer comes slowly to Canada’s east coast due to the
cooling influence of the North Atlantic.
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The west coast has lots of lovely anchorages, each within a day sail of each other for the most part.  We
used the cruising guide for Newfoundland and Labrador, published by Cruising Club of America.

In Codroy, one of our first stops, I got the idea in my head to attend a folk festival that I had seen
advertised.  When I went ashore, I was lucky to witness a shot gun wedding. There were four fellows
standing in a field opposite the church and the moment the bride and groom appeared, the guns were
booming. The couple were middle aged, so it was not a wedding of necessity as it might have been in the
old days but it is a tradition in Newfoundland, an Island that is full of quirky goings-on.

The Bay of Islands, further up the west coast, just west of Corner Brook is a gorgeous spot.  We sailed
into the area at dawn and the towering granite cliffs appeared out of the darkness as the sun rose behind
them, it was magnificent.  We tied up at the fishing wharf in the smallest of harbours.  A buddy asked us
if we would like a ride anywhere and we rode into Corner Brook along one of the prettiest roads I have
experienced.

 Gros Morne

The winds were blowing up the coast as we headed for Gros Morne National Park. Fishermen were out
jigging for cod as we sailed by. We passed many abandoned fish camps along the way.  Before the cod
moratorium in the late 70’s, the men would take the boats out to the camps and fish for weeks at a time.
Their catch would be collected on a daily basis by a bigger boat and the men would head home once in
awhile to see the family. In the National Park we found a great anchorage by a camping area. The water
there was the best Barry had ever tasted.  We went on a couple of scenic hikes and were able to replenish
our larder in Rocky Harbour, the town at the entrance to Gros Morne park.

We continued up the west coast and visited every national park or historic site that we could easily access
from the water.  Almost at the top of the Island is Port Aux Choix, where the oldest known settlement of
aboriginal peoples in Newfoundland has been discovered.  The area had been inhabited by the nomadic
tribes that lived in Newfoundland and the Inuk from the north.

We decided that we wanted to cross over to Labrador in order to visit the former Basque whaling
settlement in Red Bay.  Our crossing of the Strait of Belle Isle was shrouded in fog. We saw a big contact
on the radar and wondered why a large ship would be almost stationary in the middle of the Strait.  As we
anchored, the dense fog was being blown away and through the wisps we spotted a baby iceberg in the
bay.  Then it dawned on us the rather large contact on our radar was probably the mother berg!!  The
museum in Red Bay is excellent and offers a glimpse into the past and how Basque whalers lived in the
Sixteenth Century.

When we headed south, once again crossing the Strait of Belle Isle, (I love saying that, because it is one
of those geographical features I had to memorize as a kid and place on a map) we set out for Anse Aux
Meadows, the site of a Viking settlement in the year 1000, over 400 years before Columbus made his
voyage. We spotted two big icebergs out in the channel and motored close to get photos.  I managed to
snag some 10,000-year-old ice that had calved off and broken into manageable shards, and had a very
cold Cuba Libre later that day!  It was unbelievable to see the icebergs at this time of year, usually they
are only visible in May and June but this year because so many more are calving off the icecap in
Greenland, due to global warming, and the fact that we were experiencing the coldest July in 20 years, all
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the stars were aligned, and we got to experience something few others do.  It was a brilliant sail
afterwards, with the Strait filled with humpback whales feeding.  They were breaching, blowing and sky
hopping all over the place, what a perfect northern day on our boat! Those Basque whalers knew where to
go to make lots of money back in the 1600’s.

 Rocky Headland

Anse Aux Meadows had a number of places to visit to learn and experience the Viking culture as it was
when they lived in Newfoundland.  We visited the replica of a Norse ship that was built and sailed over
from Iceland. It was a huge open vessel and it made me shiver to think of those sailors out on the North
Atlantic on a ship that had very little shelter. We rounded the north eastern tip of Newfoundland and were
lucky enough to sail around two more icebergs.  We had to wait out the weather a few days in St.
Anthony’s. Our trip down the northeast peninsula was highlighted by a visit to an abandoned fishing
village. It was located at the end of a long fiord, that had steep high cliffs along the edges, with waterfalls
tumbling down. The houses were mostly in decent repair and there were a few fishermen who had
brought their families back to town for the summer.

We stopped in at Crouse to visit the tapestry of the French Shore.  A couple of artists had dreamed up the
idea of putting the history of the French Shore onto a tapestry. They got a government grant for it and did
a lot of research.  Then a painting was done by the husband, and the wife picked out the colour of thread
to be used and transposed the pictures onto cloth. Women from the area were paid to sew this
masterpiece, and it gave employment to a very depressed region of the Province. The tapestry is displayed
in a large room in a museum and it is wound about three times around the room, it is so long.  The history
is depicted from the days before the white man, up to the present.

 Savage

We truly enjoyed out visit to Fogo Island. There we had a retired principal, who knows the history of the
area, squire us around in his truck.  He was brilliant explaining the Irish settlers in the area. They have
been so isolated since their arrival that the inhabitants still speak with a broad Irish accent. Fogo Island is
also one of the four corners of the Earth according to the Flat Earth Society. The locals have joined in the
fun and signs cautioning you to be careful because you might step off the edge of the World adorn the
walkway up to the top of the hill. The principal explained why there seems to be no rhyme or reason to
the streets in the fishing villages around Newfoundland.  The Province was settled when there were no
motors for the boats, so in order to get out to the fishing grounds you had to sail.  The closer you were
able to build your home to the fishing spots, the quicker you could get there, so most villages on the coast
are built along the twisty, windy, rocky coastline.

The town of Trinity, about 100nm north of St. John’s, was the next highlight.  We stopped in here for a
couple of days.  Back in the 80’s the town’s historians started restoring buildings that were important in
the fish trade back in the Seventeenth Century.  Trinity was at one time the centre of commerce for the
fishermen on the east coast.  English businessmen built and maintained grand houses on the backs of the
fishermen, exploiting them in the same way as the coal miners in Cape Breton. Our guide for a "not to be
missed" walking tour of town explained how in the 1960’s when he was a boy, ice came floating down
the bay. There were seals on the ice, so the fisherman jumped at the chance to get some fresh meat. It was
a beautiful day when they left shore and then a gale blew in.  Many were unable to row back against the
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wind, some had sense and let the wind take them across the bay, while others tried unsuccessfully to get
back to their home port.  A body was brought into our guide’s village, the fisherman was frozen to death
in the bottom of his dory. He, as a young boy, was allowed to see it because it was a part of life.

 At the dock.

We did not have a chance to explore the big bay just north of St. John’s, because the season was coming
to an end and we still had a good distance to go.  The city of St. John’s was a delight; we docked right in
the harbour and were able to walk off the boat right into the downtown area.  Signal Hill is a great place
to visit and the walk up the hill from the harbour is not for the unfit. If you get a chance if you visit, make
sure you take in the geology building. It tells the story of the ancient ground that exist on “The Rock”. A
visit to the park at the most easterly point in North America is also a must.

Our trip south from St. John’s and across the south coast was quick.  One day we got caught out in some
bad weather and hove to for a few hours in the middle of the night, until the wind abated.  We did not
visit the southwest shore as we had been there in the summer of 2014.  It is an area filled with fiords and
small fishing villages, some alive and some abandoned.  If you only had a few weeks to visit
Newfoundland, I would recommend you spend your time there.  While you are at it you can take a side
trip to a small part of France and visit the Islands of St. Pierre and Miquelon.

We spent six and a half weeks sailing around Newfoundland and we just grazed the surface of the
Province.  There were a lot of areas where we could have dallied and spent many happy days getting to
know the caring and helpful people that inhabit this Province. We anchored any place we could, but spent
a lot of our time tied up to the local fishing docks, sometimes a nominal fee was charged and sometimes it
was free. Finding fresh water and getting groceries was never a big problem, but usually led to  some
interesting adventures. We enjoyed picking the wild blueberries once they ripened up, near the end of our
voyage. We learned about varied history, the unusual geology and some of the unique culture of the
Island. It is a great place to sail; just make sure you are prepared to face the cool, unforgiving waters and
climate and you will find many wonderful places to explore and enjoy.

About The Author

Ann Lange

Cat's-Paw IV - Fast Passage, 40, Cutter rigged

Ann was a member of the VI Fleet 2006. They are currently cruising in Nova Scotia, heading down the
Eastern Seaboard, hoping to winter in Cuba.

_______________________________________________
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2017 Ocean Cruising Adventures Speaker Series

http://currents.bluewatercruising.org/articles/2017-ocean-cruising-adventures-speaker-series/

The Bluewater Cruising Association will once again be coordinating the Ocean Cruising Adventures
Speaker Series in 2017, with sponsorship support from Pacific Yachting.  This Vancouver tradition has
now be running for 41 years.  Roger Friesen, the new OCA Speaker Coordinator, avid sailor, sport
psychologist and UFV professor, has lined up a group of fascinating voyagers who will share their stories
and photos.  The four unique talks will be held on Friday evenings, starting February 3, 2017.  The
event will be held in the comfortable and spacious theatre at the HR MacMillan Space Centre in
Vancouver.
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The 2017 OCA Talks

February 3 - The Adventures of Asunto: Our Life Afloat on a Boat

Set sail with Kolby and his crew - a pregnant mama, a toddler and a dog  -  from Vancouver to Mexico,
Hawaii , Alaska and back home.  Experience the adventure and mis-adventure as this young family lives,
laughs and grows while sailing for a year.

February 10 -  Offshore Sailing: A Modern Day Adventure

Join offshore sailor, racer and instructor Christof Marti in the Atlantic and Pacific as he shares stories of
battling strong winds, big seas and boat system failures.  A thousand miles from shore, sailors need to be
truly self-sufficient to deal with anything Neptune might throw their way!

February 17  - Seven Years Aboard a 31ft Sailboat and Still Married

Wendy Hinman, adventurer, speaker & author shares photos and stories from her 7 year and 34,000 mile
Pacific and Asian odyssey with her husband aboard their 31 foot sailboat, Velella.  Teamwork and a sense
of humour mattered as they faced endless character building challenges!

February 24 - The South Pacific: Give In To The Dream

Sailboat: check!  Captain: check!  Admiral: check!  What else to do you need?  Will and Sarah Curry
bought a sailboat in Mexico and set sail west, across the South Pacific to Australia, learning a thing or
two along the way!

Tickets prices for OCA remain very reasonable at $10 for Bluewater Cruising Association members and
$15 for the general public.  The best deal is the series ticket that covers all four evenings.  These are
priced at $30 for Bluewater members and $50 for the general public.  Advanced individual tickets and
series tickets are available for purchase online from the Bluewater Cruising Association website.  Just
click on the OCA 2017 banner at the top of the page.  Tickets will also be available for cash purchase at
the door on the night of the event.

About The Author

Norm Cooper

Sarah Jean II - Saga 43

Norm and his wife, Beth, spent three years cruising in Mexico, across the South Pacific to New Zealand
and then back home to Vancouver. He is now active as a volunteer with BCA. Norm is an ISPA certified
sailing instructor, Together with Beth he operates Ocean Forest Voyaging offering offshore sailing
instruction, cruising reference books and passage planning software.
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WOW! 2017

http://currents.bluewatercruising.org/articles/wow-2017/

How often do you get the chance to turn a boat over in very rough seas with no consequences? That is one
of the possible experiences offered at the Women On Water (WOW) 2017, to be held on Saturday, April
8, at Camosun College in Victoria.

It has been a while since the last WOW event in 2013, and we remember how much fun we had
networking with so many other women. So it is time we did it again.

We have taken to heart some of the comments you provided at the end of the 2013 day to improve this
event. You wanted sessions longer than one hour. We therefore made them 1.5 hours each and reduced
the number of topics.

Why just women?

Well, there are a number of men who buy boats and think their spouses or significant others will be happy
to jump aboard. They little realize how intimidated women can be when thrown into something new. A
day networking with women who have lots of experience, can impart confidence and enthusiasm for
boating when they see how exciting, easy, and fun it can be.

I went to visit the Navigation Simulation Lab in its new building at Camosun College. Talk about
skookum! There is now room for 20 persons at a time rather than 12 and the program is so improved. We
thought that you might want to try anchoring this time and maybe some docking. I chose an 18-metre
motor boat, but you could choose maybe a Super tanker or a BC Ferry. I started off with nice sunshiny
weather to figure out the program and then we decided to try it in very rough weather. I managed to turn
the boat over, going across the fetch badly, and the program showed us underwater. What a great way to
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try something out virtually and see what effect weather patterns can have. In the blink of an eye, I could
be upright again, try again with no blizzard and rough seas. Whew - wouldn’t that be nice to achieve in
the real world, especially for we cruising folk who are really into fair weather sailing and tend to avoid
rough seas when possible.

We can accommodate up to 60 persons in the Navigation Simulation lab in three sessions throughout the
day and it will be first come, first served. There is an extra cost to this part of the program as before. For
more details on the whole day and to register, visit our website.

About The Author

June Lazenby

 - 

June is an avid Dreamer, novice sailor, and keen to learn all things offshore. She has sailed the local
waters around Southern Vancouver Island and volunteers as a companion sailor with the Disabled Sailing
Association. Although a relatively new member to BCA, she is currently the Communications
Watchkeeper for VI Chapter.

_______________________________________________
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The Differences Between Sailing and Travelling

http://currents.bluewatercruising.org/articles/differences-sailing-travelling/

Disclaimer: This essay is only a satire of some aspects of our lives and needs to be read that way. Life is
serious, but there is no need to take ourselves too seriously. And then a few days ago it was a windy day;
we couldn’t get out of the boat, so we needed to keep ourselves busy or we would have started doing silly
things for our age… Call that cabin fever if you will.

As we advance in our exploration of the South Pacific aboard Letitgo, we can clearly see two ways of life
in the cruising world coming to light. Something in the range of the famous adage, "do you live to eat or
eat to live?" In this light, cruising offers the same dichotomy: two visions; two rhythms of travel, which
impact your experience and the way you see the world.

This raises the question: Are you a sailor or a traveller?

If You Are a Sailor

Sailors come in few flavors and subtleties:
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The Born to be a Sailor Type

There are the sailors who are born in a coastal region and have been dreaming of sailing away from the
coast ever since they first set foot on their great grandparent’s sailboat, as part of their parents' DNA.
They have designed or built multiple crafts and can reverse engineer any piece of equipment blind folded,
at the top of the mast, with the wind blowing 20 knots, while singing on the rigging, if made of wood or
steel. Plastic is a new material for them and shouldn’t be on a boat, full stop. An engine is still a nice-to-
have thing, and any means of verbal communication (read a radio) is a nuisance to their tranquility; they
are the “born to be sailor”.

The How-to Sailor Type

The next nuanced sailors get to sea after reading one too many sailing novels, in the woods. They have
now sold their farm and have never lived close to the ocean! They bought their sailing boat from the
previously mentioned sailor. The result is deceiving, as a well-equipped and able to roam around the
Antarctic boat comes to anchor next to you. But you quickly realize that the situation is far from being
under control, as they are still reading “the how to” book they found on board, left as a pity gift for their
use.

The Beer-can Regatta King Type

Then you find the beer-can regatta king, the one who after one too many celebrations, made a bet with his
pals: “Why don’t we go around the world, just for the heck of it, so we can say we’ve done it”. Their
boat is loaded with more testosterone than a bar on Friday night; their spinnaker is bigger than their ego,
and the only real point of interest is "how many miles in the last 4 hour-watch, boys"? Once you meet
them at the dock, you might be asked: “Can we clear in and out at the same time in this port?” or “Where
are we again?”

The Hibernating Type

These sailors could be hibernating on their boat weeks at a time; only coming out when the food is
running low, or they heard a rumor of a good deal on some rum. You may find them on every online
forum, as they generate more volume on the “how to do it” than anybody else. But ask them what they
ate in /…/ (insert anywhere in the world), and a "one-pot wonder" will be their answer. The list of future
harbors is pinned on their companionway door, with all their datelines and you will also find they are still
wearing watches and talking business at any occasion.

The Eat Miles Type

Earlier on, a friend confessed to us that he went from France to Brazil within three weeks, then stayed
there only two weeks before turning around to go back home, crossing the Atlantic single-handed. In his
words, “I love to eat miles!” For him, this was the best trip ever, and he is a true sailor, sailing 40,000 nm
in 3 years. For the longest time, we were not able to fathom the benefit of joining a rally race (except for
countries where cruising is new and the advantage outweighs the administration and safety factor), but
when someone showed us their standing in the race with teary eyes, we then understood.  We can now see
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how thrilling a race around the World must be, with its ups and downs, and this may just be what sailors
look forward to. Braving the elements and proving they can do it, by digging into the depth of their
courage, is a way for some to accomplish their dream. With the Vendée Globe challenge starting soon and
beaming live pictures at all hours, a new generation is in-the-making; but don't worry, as they will never
see that blue color of the water, as they are only enjoying online virtual racing…

The Real Sailor Type

These are the real sailors and undeniably they know their stuff. Some have white scruffy beards, smell a
little funny, and talk in a manner incomprehensible to most humans, if not to all. They wear only sailing-
related gear from head to toe, looking like a “West Marine” catalogue model, they speak at the same
volume of a megaphone installed at the first spreader. Besides, they all keep wondering why anyone "let
those plastic boats with Yuppies out of the harbour" while they enjoy to show-off their (in)competence;
leaving us to wonder when it will be time to rescue them along the way, which will slow them down in
the process!

If You Are a Traveller

These are a strange breed and they have now been acknowledged by the World Tourism organization as a
new category of tourism; they call them "the travellers". They don’t sail all the way here only to visit the
white sandy beaches, nor do they visit a country in only six days! Indeed they take their time to learn the
language, get to know the culture and try to understand a new way of life. Sailing is mostly a means of
transportation for their vagabonding, and they discovered this way of life while reading two well-written
blogs, making it sound like a piece of cake!

Would they have done it without the ease of GPS? Would they have learned how to use a table for the
sextant? Maybe not. Do they appreciate the fine art of sailing and trimming the sails, or the purity of the
movement? You probably have guessed it by now and the answer is: not at all! They really don’t have a
clue, except for what they saw on YouTube. Truthfully, it doesn’t matter to them, as they could be doing
this by plane, bus, skateboard or even a stroller. Truly, their goal is to see and discover new horizons and
be out of their comfort zone. As a matter of fact they get disoriented when the wind doesn’t match the
prognostic and then look for any advice they can find on the Net, including from the above-mentioned
sailor types, that will get them to their next destination, one way or another.

You will find them using more fuel, as it never occurs to them that waiting three days for the wind to
come back in the middle of nowhere is a possibility. But as soon as they arrive close to land, they have
mastered the 40 magic words in any dialect and with this new tool, they soon will know half of the
village, and will be invited to the next celebration with gusto. They have a blog with more recipes than
Martha Stewart knew it even existed. And if you need to hear a point of view on the difference between
the black and green cardamom pod, they will be happy to let you know! They own a Chapman's Piloting
and Seamanship, though they still need to open it.

Hence along the way, when Sailors and Travellers mix by chance, it makes for funny conversations:

Sailor: I found the perfect graving piece to implement a rose lashing to hold my snaffle in place
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Traveller (faking it to not look out of place): Of course that could work.

Traveller: How did you enjoy the snake tacos with those delightful local herbs and fresh coriander at the
food stand in town?

Sailor (not wanting to engage in any long conversation): Of course that could work.

Sailor: Why didn’t you get a futtock plate installed before departing?

Traveller: Because I don’t know what this is and don’t really want to know, actually!

Traveller: Are you aware that the uncle of the chief by his first marriage is having a party for us sailors
tonight?

Sailor: No, I didn’t realize the island was inhabited!

And then you have the ones who left in the 60’s and 70’s, who are a blend of both worlds, because in
those days you couldn’t leave the dock without knowing how to sail. These sailors are rare nowadays and
the few still left in the wild are not easy to 'capture'. You may find some on land, and they open up slowly
as they have learned a long time ago that life is always a compromise and cruising is no different.

One last one for the road:

Traveller: Do you carry a colt?

Sailor: Of course and I use it on any sailor who sets foot on her! (Looking at his boat like a young bride)

Traveller:  Oh yeah! That could work. (Running back home, only to realize later that the definition of a
Colt is: "A short length of rope with a knot at the end of it, used by officers in the Royal Navy to hit
sailors, theoretically to induce them to work harder.)

 

About The Author

Valerie and Laurent Devin

LetItGo - Lagoon 380, Catamaran

Valerie and Laurent broke the habit of living on land and became pelagic nomad. Their travels have taken
them first down the coast of North America, Central and South America where they stopped in Baja de
Caraquez in Ecuador. For three months, they traveled on land mostly by bus to visit Bolivia, Peru and
finally Ecuador. In December 2014 they left the Americas and followed the trades to French Polynesia.
They are currently in the Marquesas. Their passions are discovering new ways of life by meeting people,
experiencing food, various culture and learning new languages. They started this adventure with their two
teenagers one of them is now living independently in Canada. Follow their trip at svletitgo.com.
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Another Day In the Life of Ty Dewi - St. Barts Bucket

http://currents.bluewatercruising.org/articles/another-day-life-ty-dewi-st-barts-bucket/

If you remember from Part I, the Ty Dewi crew are nearing St Barts after a long trip from St Kitts, a big
fish on board, Max and Gesa a bit sea-sick, Issie still reading her books in the aft cabin...

At one point I can clearly see six islands, Nevis, St Kitts, Statia, Saba, St Barts and Sint Maarten. It's a
wonderful day, the sailing is good and we're almost the only boat in sight. We get within five miles of St
Barts and I see another boat, coming round the top of the Island. That's interesting, who would be sailing
from there, there's no more islands out that way.

Then another boat appears, and another, and soon I can see ten of them. Ah, yes, it's the St Barts Bucket -
a 'friendly' regatta for super-yachts. With the money and egos involved in these boats, I suspect the racing
can be a bit less than friendly at times, but this is meant to be a fun regatta by all accounts. Right now I
can see nearly thirty boats and it dawns on me that they will be heading for the same place that we are.
The smallest one will be twice our size, and they won't be pleased with a little cruising boat crossing their
racetrack.
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 The racing fleet bears down on us

By law, I am the right-of-way boat and can just keep going, forcing them to keep clear of me. I develop a
radio conversation in my head, 'yes, you may be racing but I have a seasick wife and kid and if it's a
choice between you or my wife being upset with me, well....' But by now Gesa comes on deck and can
see the fleet of big boats, spinnakers flying, on a converging course. Common sense takes hold and we
heave to (a technique for stopping comfortably mid ocean) about a mile before the line they are all taking.
It's a really good vantage point for the race and we get some nice photos. Ranger, a 130 foot 'J' class
yacht, marches through the fleet with all sails flying, steps neatly round a few yachts caught in the wind
shadow of the Island and takes line honours. Behind her are about ten larger yachts and many more
slightly smaller ones. In my mind, I consider requesting a bottle of wine from the cellars of all those we
gave way to, but in the real world, we furl our sails and motor the last two miles into Gustavia Harbour.

The anchorage is crowded with yachts, many here to see or take part in the racing. We thread our way
through and find a spot on the edge of the entrance channel for the Port. Strictly speaking, we shouldn't
anchor here, but there are many boats further into the channel, so we take our chances. The water is
sparkling and clear, the light crystal blue of shallow water over sand. We can see the bottom clearly as we
anchor in six metres of water. The race fleet is slowly returning and lining up to wait for their slot in the
Marina. The thirty or so crew of Windrose line up and applaud as Ranger passes them. An enormous
German yacht turns small circles as the helmsman chats on his mobile phone...is this legal or sensible?
Who cares, we guess.

Max spots an aeroplane flying overhead. 'Plane, Issie, plane!' and Issie shoots onto deck to look too. It is a
small, twin-engined plane coming in low and descending. It flies right over us, over a low hill on shore
and disappears. A couple of minutes later, there's another one. We're on the flight path to the airport; Max
is delighted. For the rest of the evening there is a shout of 'Plane, plane!' every few minutes. He's not been
this pleased with an anchorage since London's Docklands where we had the DLR trains every couple of
minutes.

Meanwhile, a turtle surfaces next to us and swims gently past. Gesa grabs the camera and we get another
set of blurry pictures of a half submerged turtle. I open a much needed chilled beer from the fridge. I
weigh the fish - ten pounds - and gut it; we are delighted to find that it is a 'she' and has a lot of roe (fish
egg sausages, says Issie). This fish is too big for us to eat before it goes off, and it's a tragic waste to kill
such a beautiful animal and not eat all of it, so we offer some to a neighbouring catamaran. No thanks,
they say. The crew of a charter boat motor past on their way to town and we make the same offer, still no
thanks. What is wrong with these people! We guess they are going into town to eat.

 A Mahi-Mahi as big as Max

We have a swim to cool off and clean the fish smell from my fingernails; Issie loves jumping in from the
side rail. After we come out, it's a quick freshwater shower and into pyjamas for most of the crew!

I prepare rice, fish and salad for us, it smells fantastic. Just as I'm about to serve up, the charter crew
come by. Do we still have that fish? Town is too busy with all the mega-yachts so they've decided to eat
on board. We happily cut enough for three big steaks and they accept gratefully. A few minutes later they
are back with a chilled bottle of white wine. A very pleasant exchange.
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Dinner is great and to our surprise Issie loves the 'fish egg sausages' and even insists on stealing most of
mine. Gesa and I make a start on the white wine, whilst the kids settle down to 'Finding Nemo' on the
video player, for the seventeenth time this month. They chant the lines just before they are spoken, for the
whole movie. We watch the sunset behind the anchored yachts and finish the bottle of wine. By the time
the movie is over, it's way later than we'd hoped and we struggle to get the kids into pyjamas, teeth
brushed, stories and bed. I'm much more tired than Max, so as I lie with him in his cabin, it is I who fall
asleep first and he keeps trying to nudge me awake again. I get fed up and leave the room but he still
won't settle. I'm aware of Gesa going in, as I lie down on the saloon berth, but the next thing I know is
waking up at 2am, still in my shorts and a little dehydrated, for some reason surely unconnected to half a
bottle of wine. Gesa, apparently, fell asleep in the kid's cabin and woke up there some time later. It's been
a long day...

About The Author

Nick Ward

Ty Dewi - Young Sun 43 Pilothouse

In 2007, Nick Ward and his young family emigrated from England to Canada, by way of a two year
cruise from England to the Caribbean and the Eastern Seaboard of the USA. They, and Ty Dewi, now live
in the Comox Valley on Vancouver Island. 
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Music Going South

http://currents.bluewatercruising.org/articles/music-in-hawaii/

We set sail in Music with a total of four crew on board from Blaine, Washington on October 8 2016. I
intended to join the Baja Ha Ha. Three crew and myself as captain made it to San Diego in just a couple
of weeks.

We hid out in Crescent City, California whilst a storm blew by. We sailed the bar for 4 days!

We joined the Ha Ha in San Diego with the start parade of 180 boats. 160 of those boats made it to Cabo
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San Lucas, Mexico. The rest peeled off at one point or another. One boat didn't make it as they tried to
sail over a reef. They were rescued by the Mexican navy. Apparently, they didn't expand their chart
plotter enough to see the reef.

Now I'm in La Cruz near Puerto Vallarta and I am throughly enjoying the cruisers life. There are two
other BCA boats here in the bay.

Music's blog is in Sailblogs, if you are interested.

About The Author

Bill and Jane Bourlet

Music - Island Packet 40

_______________________________________________
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Congratulations to BCA's Cruising, Service and Perpetual Award
Recipients (2016)!

http://currents.bluewatercruising.org/articles/congratulations-bcas-cruising-service-perpetual-award-
recipients-2016/

The Christmas Social and Awards Nights held in Calgary, Vancouver and Victoria are always special
events and this year was no exception.  A total of 31 members were recognized for their achievements:
five in Calgary,  twelve in Vancouver and fourteen on VI.  Past Commodore Boudewijn Neijens did the
honours in Calgary and Victoria, and the outgoing Commodore, Jennifer Handley, presided over the
presentations in Vancouver.

Highlights of the three celebrations included one Circumnavigation award, presented to Cathy and Bill
Norrie (Calgary) and one Cape Horn award, presented for only the fourth time since the inception of the
award in 1995, to Geoff Goodall and Linda Erdman (Vancouver).  Cathy and Bill left Victoria in 2011
and completed their circumnavigation in four legs, visiting 22 countries enroute, before arriving back in
Victoria in June 2016.  Linda and Geoff left Bamfield in 2007.  Over the next six years they made their
way south via Central America, Galapagos and Easter Island and rounded the Horn in February 2013. 
They then headed to the Falkland Islands and Uruguay and gradually made their way north to Nova
Scotia in 2016 before turning south to overwinter in in Chesapeake Bay.  Congratulations on your
respective achievements; what a great demonstration of the BCA value "adventure"!
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 Myrna Webster receiving her Service award and Ted Long Award from Commodore Jennifer Handley

There was also great delight in honouring Myrna Webster (Vancouver) for her many years of outstanding
personal service to the BCA Board of Directors and prior to that, the Vancouver Executive and Chapter
Watches.  Myrna is also responsible for the creation of BCA's Governance Manual;  she was presented
with the Ted Long Award, which automatically comes with lifetime membership.

Needless to say, all three evenings were festive and fun;  cruising awards were presented to 22 members,
perpetual awards to eight, and five were recognized for their combined 56+ years of service to BCA!

Congratulations to all award recipients – you are a great inspiration to us all!

 Coastal 999 presentations (clockwise from upper left): Past Commodore Boudewijn Neijens, Jim and
Trish Bowen; Peggy and Neil Beswick; Caroline Miller; Jean-Guy and Fran Nadeau

Coastal 999

For members who complete a coastal (harbour-hopping) voyage outside Canadian territorial waters,
where the shortest straight-line charted distance between the starting and ending ports  is a minimum of
999nm.

Vancouver Island – Trish and Jim Bowen, Falcon VII; Fran and Jean-Guy Nadeau, Gosling; Peggy and
Neil Beswick Night Sky

Vancouver – Caroline Miller, Gary Miller, Late Starter

 Receiving Offshore Crew awards from Past Commodore Boudewijn Neijens (clockwise from upper left):
Ted Burgoin; Agathe Gaulin and Georgette Duhaime; Barbara Erickson; Terry Reid

Offshore Crew

For members who complete an offshore passage outside Canadian territorial waters as crew aboard a non-
commercial vessel, where the shortest straight-line charted distance between the starting and ending ports 
is a minimum of 999nm without putting into port prior to the completion of the 999 miles.

Calgary – Ted Burgoin, Terry Reid,

Vancouver – Jean Baillargeon, Ron Barr, Dan Miller

Vancouver Island - Georgette Duhaime, Barbara Erickson, Agathe Gaulin

 Offshore Owner and Skipper presentations (clockwise from upper left): Stephen Miller (Offshore
Owner); Daragh Nagle (Offshore Owner); Geoff Goodall and Linda Erdmann (Offshore Owner); Chris
Read (Offshore Owner); Rick Wunderlich (Offshore Skipper)
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Offshore Skipper

For members who skipper or co-skipper someone else's non-commercial vessel on an offshore passage
outside Canadian territorial waters, where the shortest straight-line charted distance between the starting
and ending ports  is a minimum of 999nm without putting into port prior to the completion of the 999
miles.

Vancouver Island – Rick Wunderlich

Offshore Owners

For members who complete an offshore passage outside Canadian territorial waters on their own non-
commercial vessel, where the shortest straight-line charted distance between the starting and ending ports 
is a minimum of 999nm without putting into port prior to the completion of the 999 miles.

Calgary – Chris Read, Amiskwi

Vancouver Island – Daragh Nagle, Chantey V

Vancouver – Linda Erdman and Geoff Goodall, Curare, Stephen Miller, Late Starter

 Offshore and Cape Horn awards presented to Geoff Goodall and Linda Erdman

Cape Horn

For members who have qualified for an Offshore Award and have rounded Cape Horn on their own boat.

Vancouver – Linda Erdman and Geoff Goodall, Curare

 Cathy and Bill Norrie receiving their Circumnavigation Award from Past Commodore Boudewijn
Neijens

Circumnavigation

For members who have qualified for an Offshore Award and have successfully circumnavigated on their
own boat.

Calgary – Cathy and Bill Norrie, Terrwyn

 Service awards were presented by Past Commodore Boudewijn Neijens and Commodore Jennifer
Handley (clockwise from upper left): Norm Cooper; Boudewijn Neijens; Donna Sassaman; Glenora
Doherty; and Myrna Webster (see photo above)
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Service Awards

Service awards recognize Watchkeepers who have served three or more years on the Watch or Board of
Directors since BCA’s inception in 1978.  The five award recipients recognized in 2016 have, between
them, volunteered in excess of 56 years as Watchkeepers and Board members!

Norm  Cooper: 6 yrs, Vancouver Education Watchkeeper, BCA Advertising Watchkeeper
Boudewijn Neijens: 9 yrs, Vancouver Communications Watchkeeper, Chapter Vice Commodore,
BCA Commodore, Past Commodore
Myrna Webster: 9+ yrs, Vancouver Bosun, Executive Watch Secretary, BOD Secretary
Donna Sassaman:  13 yrs, Currents Managing Editor, Directory Coordinator, BOD Secretary (this
is Donna's second Service Award!)
Glenora Doherty: 19+ yrs, Currents Managing Editor, VI Membership Watchkeeper and
Treasurer, Vancouver Archivist, Chapter Vice Commodore, BCA Commodore, Past Commodore

 From left: Commodore's Bell; Ted Long Award; Hill-Padwick Bent Mast; Peterson Cup and Antares
Pacific High Finders

Perpetual Awards

In addition to the cruising and service awards,  BCA has a number of special or perpetual awards for
significant achievements and/or contributions to BCA.  These are not necessarily awarded annually, but
only as “earned”.

The Antares Pacific High Finders’ Award is presented annually to the member who logs the longest
time Hawaii – Victoria passage, in either direction.  In 2016, this award was won by Daragh
Nagle,  Chantey V, whose passage from Hawaii was 2800nm (longer than the rhumb line) and took 20.5
days, due to "the pesky Pacific Northern High".

The Hill-Padwick “Bent Mast” Award is awarded by popular vote, as determined by the most raucous
applause and laughter from the raconteur’s nomination.  There were a number of worthy nominations for
this award, the ultimate winners being Don and Heather Cudmore, Buenaventura I, for their direct,
unforeseen encounter with a channel marker on the approach to Guaymas.  Don started off by saying they
"don't normally travel with the dinghy on the foredeck";  having heard his tale of woe, we don't think he
and Heather will do that again!

Although determined at the August Rendezvous, it was also appropriate to recognize Feather Mills and
Simon Brissenden, Freya A, winners of the 2016 Peterson Cup.

The Ted Long Award is presented ......  Myrna is the 13th BCA member to be recognized in this way.  It
was first awarded in 1991 to Ted Long himself who was a founding member and, according to many, a
"watchkeeper extraordinaire".  A list of previous recipients can be found in the BCA Member Directory,
along with a more detailed history of the award itself.
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This year, the newly named Rudi Seifert Keeper of the Light Award was presented to Rob Dodge for
his exemplary contribution and service in the spirit of BCA.  Rob is perhaps best known for being the
"light" and creative force behind the creation of MIST (Mid-Island Sailing Training), which provides
members with an on-the-water weekend educational experience at little or no cost.

Lastly, to signify the change in  BCA Commodores, the Commodore's Bell saw the addition of a new
plaque recognizing Jennifer Handley's three years of service as BCA Commodore.  The bell was
ceremonially rung in Vancouver and again in Victoria to signal the changing of the watch.

More information about BCA’s offshore or perpetual awards can be found in the Members’ Directory
and on our website;  cruising and service award recipients dating back to 2002 can be found here.  If you
qualify for an award or know another BCA members who does, please contact Past Commodore, Jennifer
Handley.

And more photos from the AGM and the Christmas socials can be found by clicking here.

 Rob Dodge (and Jennifer) with the Rudi Seifert Keeper of the Light Award

With thanks to this year's photographers Ian Cameron (Vancouver, Peter McMartin (Victoria) and
Christine McGregor (Calgary).

About The Author

Jennifer Handley

Camdeboo - Lavranos 50 Cutter-Rigged Sloop

Jennifer Handley and Campbell Good sailed Camdeboo to the South Pacific in 2006 with their two
daughters, a niece, nephew and Jennifer’s brother. By the time Camdeboo returned to Victoria in 2011,
she had 25,000 nm under her keel, visited 14 countries and 27 people had come aboard as crew. Jennifer
was BCA Commodore 2014-2016 and happily took on the role of Past Commodore in 2017.

_______________________________________________
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Advanced Radar with Kevin Monahan

http://currents.bluewatercruising.org/events/advanced-radar-kevin-monahan-3/

If you have already taken Basic Radar with Kevin Monahan or have previous experience with radars and
basic knowledge, this course is for you. It will cover interpreting and manipulating the display, collision
avoidance, ARPA, navigating with radar and troubleshooting.

Kevin Monahan is an experienced captain, retired Canadian Coast Guard officer, and author of:

The Radar Book: Effective Navigation and Collision Avoidance.
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The course will be offered in classroom style with extensive slides showing various types of radar screens
and scenarios. With these real-life screen captures and other audio-visual effects, Kevin Monahan will
soon have you managing your radar like a pro! For a complete course outline, please click on the
registration link below.

 

_______________________________________________
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Basic Marine Diesel: Operation & Maintenance

http://currents.bluewatercruising.org/events/vancouver-course-basic-marine-diesel-operation-
maintenance/

This course is intended for anyone who owns and maintains their own sailboat, or those who want to gain
a better understanding of diesel engines, including proper operation and maintenance. No prior experience
or knowledge of diesel engines is necessary.

The instructor will explain the operating principals of a marine diesel engine; and will cover operation,
servicing and troubleshooting related to lubrication, cooling, fuel, electrical, stuffing boxes, etc.

This course is being presented by David West, a highly experienced and knowledgeable diesel mechanic
and instructor who comes highly recommended by students who have attended his courses. He is also a
sailing instructor.

_______________________________________________
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Marine Weather 1

http://currents.bluewatercruising.org/events/marine-weather-1-2/

Marine Weather 1 is the first of three weekend courses that begins the learning process for blue water
cruisers. It will help you become self-reliant in your own weather forecasting, routing, and prudent
decision making, based on at sea-level surface pressure charts.

For a complete course outline and to check out what you will learn each day, please go to the registration
page on the Bluewater Cruising Association website

Course Materials

The course includes handout copies of the presentations and supplemental workshop materials.

About the Instructor

Lee Chesneau is a Senior Marine Meteorologist, formerly with NOAA/NWS’s Ocean Prediction Center,
NOAA/NESDIS Satellite Service, US Navy Civilian Ship Router, Ocean routes Commercial Weather
Router & Forecaster, US Naval Officer and a graduate of the University of Wisconsin with a BSc degree
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in Meteorology. Lee is a seasoned and highly experienced professional marine meteorologist and an
accomplished instructor and lecturer with 40 years of experience. He uses this experience to train
mariners throughout North America, both professional and recreational, on how to become self-reliant in
marine weather knowledge and forecasting, strategic vessel routing and prudent decision making.

Note: Please bring a lunch and snacks, there are limited facilities in the area.

Image: Public Domain

_______________________________________________
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Psychology of Voyaging with Rick Ellis

http://currents.bluewatercruising.org/events/psychology-voyaging-rick-ellis/

The Psychology of Voyaging is a BCA "signature" course developed and facilitated by BCA lifetime
member, Rick Ellis, that has received rave reviews from participants:  "This was hands-down the best &
most useful course we took to prepare ourselves for extended voyaging. Also it was interesting,
interactive and fun! Do not miss it."

The pursuit of offshore voyaging is the pursuit of a dream for most of us. We will explore the many
motives, desires and challenges inherent in the voyaging dream. As we pursue the challenge to explore
the oceans and cultures of the world, inevitably we explore ourselves through our responses to the
situations we encounter. Part of preparing for voyaging is preparing ourselves psychologically, and part
of voyaging is becoming the adventurer we dream to be.

For more reading about this course, check out the article published in Currents in 2015: 
http://currents.bluewatercruising.org/news/boats-ready/.  

General Course Outline

First day: an opportunity for initial exploration of ideas
Evening: homework and discussion among partners, or skippers and crew
Second day: follow-up to homework, questions and answers

                                   32 / 61

http://currents.bluewatercruising.org/events/psychology-voyaging-rick-ellis/
http://currents.bluewatercruising.org/news/boats-ready/


Currents
The Official Magazine of the Bluewater Cruising Association

Topics

Motivation: Dreams, desires, commitment and the experience we are seeking
Anticipation: Fears and warnings; their influences and our responses
Adventure: Risk, excitement and being in control
Knowing Yourself: personal strengths, courage and confidence
The Myth of Buying Safety: personal vs. boat preparation
Communication and Partnership Aboard: roles, issues, stress, crisis, trust and becoming a team
Spirit of the Wind
Other topics as desired by the group

Instructor

Rick Ellis is a BCA lifetime member who brings his years of boating experience and professional
facilitation expertise to this popular, "must do" course and his new Build Your Docking Skills course.

_______________________________________________
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Standing & Running Rigging Inspection and Maintenance with
Serge Gabilondo

http://currents.bluewatercruising.org/events/standing-running-rigging-inspection-maintenance-serge-
gabilondo/

Gain a better understanding of standing and running rigging, including proper inspection and
maintenance. Topics are going aloft safely, what to check and how often, offshore cruising preparation,
rings vs cotter pins, clevis pins, toggles, connections, swage fittings, blue dye vs microscope for cracks,
spreaders and chafe guards/caps, shrouds, tangs, mast cap & attachments, halyard sheaves and axle pins,
chainplates, stanchions, lifelines, windex, anchor light, antennas, radar mount, and other accessories.

This course is intended for people who own and maintain their own sailboat, or those who want to gain a
better understanding of standing and running rigging, including proper inspection and maintenance. The
instructor will explain the basic principals of rigging inspection & maintenance, and offshore cruising
preparation.

Topics to be covered include:
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How to Go Aloft Safely
Standing Rigging
Running Rigging

The workshop format will be classroom with examples, and shop tour of works in progress.  The
instructor, Serge Gabilondo, is a highly experienced and knowledgeable rigging specialist.

_______________________________________________
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Tides and Currents of the Inside Passage

http://currents.bluewatercruising.org/events/tides-currents-inside-passage/

The movement of water under the influence of the tides is a constant factor in the lives of boaters,
especially on the BC Coast, where some of the fastest tidal currents in the world may be found. The
Inside Passage has a unique water system where the tides power strong currents around the islands and in
many of the key passes. But a good understanding of tides and currents can mean the difference between
a smooth ride and a rough ride for a captain and crew.

The seminar includes a section on ocean currents, non-tidal currents, wind and wave and shallow water
interactions. For a full list of topics covered and to register, please check the Bluewater Cruising Website.

The course is presented in a graphic and interactive manner. Though the specific focus is on the West
Coast, it is applicable to tide and current regimes world-wide.

About the Instructor

Kevin Monahan is an experienced captain, retired Canadian Coast Guard officer, and author of "The
Radar Book: Effective Navigation and Collision Avoidance".

Image: CC BY 2.0 
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Starter Batteries vs House Batteries

http://currents.bluewatercruising.org/articles/starter-batteries-vs-house-batteries/

Battery design and construction is quite different depending on the intended application. A battery that is
designed for starting applications will be designed to have the largest plate surface area possible. This
high surface area allows for rapid high amperage discharge typical of an engine starting draw down. For
this reason, the battery will be constructed with a larger number of thinner plates, compared to a battery
that is designed for slower, lower amperage discharge such as a house battery bank. House battery banks
should be a deep cycle battery and be constructed with thicker plates to allow for more service cycles.
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Lead/acid battery chemistry is a reversible reduction/oxidation reaction. In theory, the reversibility would
completely restore the plates back to original material; however, in reality some of the plate material is
eroded with every cycle and the plate material is sloughed off. If the plate material is thin, as with starter
batteries, then the number of cycles the batteries can endure before the plates are compromised is lower
than with batteries constructed of plates of thicker material. If the plates become very thin due to cyclical
erosion, then they also can become more susceptible to warping and potential shorting, and catastrophic
failure.

- Lyle, PYS Marine Electrical Technician

About The Author

Jeff Cote

Pacific Yacht Systems - 

Jeff Cote is a systems design engineer and owner of Pacific Yacht Systems, a full service shop delivering
marine electrical and navigation solutions for recreational boats. Visit their website and blog for info and
articles on marine electrical systems, projects and more: www.pysystems.ca.
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Battery Monitors

http://currents.bluewatercruising.org/articles/battery-monitors/

A boat’s battery bank is at the heart of its DC electrical system and the bank's state of charge (SOC) is
critical information. Not only is it important to know how much energy remains stored so you do not
deplete the bank and no longer have the power needed to run ship’s services, but it is also necessary
information to maintain the batteries in good health to maximize the number of cycles possible from the
bank of batteries.

A voltage meter can provide an estimate of the bank’s SOC, but an analog meter will only provide a
rough estimate. Even a digital voltage meter is not able to give wholly accurate information. A dedicated
battery monitor will not only provide voltage readings and the battery bank’s state of charge, but it can
also display real time amperage flow, an estimate of time the present draw can be sustained before
depleting the stored energy.

The battery bank’s state of charge can typically be displayed in both as amp hours or as a percentage of
charge remaining. Many monitors are “self-learning”, which allows the monitor to compensate for
inevitable electrical inefficiencies when charging. They can also re-calibrate to ensure that the SOC is at
100% when the batteries are fully charged, and thereby improving the accuracy at all points of the
charge/discharge cycle.

- Lyle, PYS Marine Electrical Technician

About The Author

Jeff Cote
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Pacific Yacht Systems - 

Jeff Cote is a systems design engineer and owner of Pacific Yacht Systems, a full service shop delivering
marine electrical and navigation solutions for recreational boats. Visit their website and blog for info and
articles on marine electrical systems, projects and more: www.pysystems.ca.

_______________________________________________
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Vancouver Fleet Report: January 2017

http://currents.bluewatercruising.org/news/vancouver-fleet-report-january-2017/

The January 24 meeting of the Vancouver Fleet of 2017 saw a full house in attendance for the first
meeting of 2017. The program was Celestial Navigation in two parts with two presenters.

Dominique Prinet lead off with an interesting and humorous description of the history of Celestial
Navigation and the development of angle measuring devices leading up to the sextant. He then explained
the theory and practice of a noon sight.

After the break Dorothy Cunningham demonstrated the use of the sextant and then showed us how to
record a sample reading and calculate a position.

The next Vancouver Fleet meeting will be on February 28 and will feature a hands-on session dealing
with medical emergencies offshore.

About The Author

Cameron and Marianne McLean, Vancouver Fleet Coordinators

Mayknot - Seabird 37

Cam and Marianne McLean have been BCA members since 1987, cruised offshore, and have served as
the Vancouver Fleet Coordinators for many years.
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Calgary Fleet Report: January 2017

http://currents.bluewatercruising.org/news/calgary-fleet-report-january-2017/

Calgary chapter fleet kicked off the new year on January 16 and we happily welcomed our largest group
of the year, with some returned members as well as a few fleet members joining us for the first time. 
Sharing our introductions allowed all members to reacquaint the rest of fleet with their latest offshore
plans, as well as offering encouragement and mentoring while we reaffirmed our goals and spoke to the
twists and turns commonly encountered while preparing for an offshore journey.

 Calgary Fleets’ growing membership.

The main presenters for the evening were Ted and Pam Simper, recently returned from the Fiji-New
Zealand leg of their trip and they facilitated a boisterous discussion on offshore voyage preparation.  With
such significant offshore experience under their belt, the Simper’s divided their presentation into the key
topics of preparation for the boat, the crew, provisioning and weather.  We allowed ourselves the time to
go deep into topics such as electrical power requirements and considerations, the critical importance of
rig inspection, learning sail repair, jack lines and tethers, preventing fuel quality issues among others.

The Simpers had such extensive pre-departure preparation considerations for the group to review that we
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unanimously agreed to stretch the presentation to 2 sessions, making sure that we give adequate time to
all the important topics they have identified. We are looking forward to the Simper’s continuing their
presentation at our next fleet meeting on February 13th, where the conversation will resume with
provisioning and weather preparations.

 ed Simper sharing an effective configuration of jack lines and tethers

Calgary Fleet represents a unique opportunity for temporarily land-locked sailors to learn from
experienced peers as we prepare for the beginning or continuation of an offshore journey.  If you are
working towards an offshore adventure or even just starting to think about one, consider joining fleet. 
Email calfleet@bluewatercruising.org or connect with me at the next club night.

About The Author

Christine McGregor

Destiny - Whitby 42 Ketch

Christine McGregor has been a member of BCA since 2013 and became the Calgary Fleet Watchkeeper
earlier this year. She has sailed BC’s Gulf Islands, Croatia's Dalmatian coast, Florida and the Bahamas
with her husband and co-captain James. She enjoys BCA and fleet meetings because of the great people
and inspiring stories of fellow sailors, and looks forward to heading offshore soon on their Whitby 42,
My Destiny, to start creating some of those inspiring stories of their own.
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Vancouver Island Fleet Report: January 2017

http://currents.bluewatercruising.org/news/vancouver-island-fleet-report-january-2017/

At the first VI Fleet meeting of 2017, members heard a presentation on Weather Routing and Offshore
Weather Products by Simon Walker who has been on-board navigator for several Vic-Maui races. This
was followed by the weather topic of Voyage Planning in Response to Weather conditions and Wave
Heights presented by Glen and Mary Wilson.

On January 25th, Tony Gooch shared knowledge and experience he's gained from sailing over 160,000
nm in his talk to Fleet members about Autopilots, Windvanes and Heavy Weather Sailing. Afterwards,
Stefa Katamay presented information about 3D weather - 500 mb charts to the weather group.

The following Saturday, 20 members attended a Rigging Seminar by Brent Jacobi at Blackline Marine in
Sidney that was organized specifically for VI Fleet.

 Rigging seminar at Blackline Marine.

This was very interesting and informative, and we are indebted to Blackline Marine for their generosity in
sharing this knowledge.
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Topics for upcoming VI Fleet sessions include:

Feb 8 - Electrical Systems (Brian Short)
Feb 22 - Alternate Energy Sources & Watermakers (Trotac)

About The Author

Connie Morahan, VI Fleet Coordinator

Cookie Cutter - Peterson 36 Cutter

Connie Morahan has been a BCA member since 2000. She cruised the Pacific Ocean with Peter
McMartin over a ten-year period, returning to BC from Japan in 2012. She has served as VI Fleet
Coordinator since 2012.
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Introducing BCA's Board of Directors (2017)

http://currents.bluewatercruising.org/news/introducing-bcas-board-directors-2017/

Congratulations and heartfelt thanks to BCA's Board of Directors who were elected at the Annual General
Meeting on Wednesday, December 14, 2016!  Responsible for "steering the BCA ship" in 2017 are:

Commodore - Leslie Hansen
Vice Commodore - Vacant
Treasurer - Florence Viher
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Secretary - Cathy Fritter
Calgary Chapter Vice Commodore - Cathy Norrie

Vancouver Chapter Vice Commodore - Blair Tweten
Vancouver Island Chapter Vice Commodore - Ralph Lapp (Interim)

The new Past Commodore, Jennifer Handley, is an ex-officio member of the Board with voice but no
vote.

The  Board of Directors are volunteers who are elected by the members to manage the Association and
promote its financial health and growth.  Directors are elected for a one year term and may stand for re-
election.

 New burgees for Board members! Clockwise from upper left: Commodore Leslie Hansen presents VI
Chapter Vice Commodore burgee to Ralph Lapp; Cathy Norrie shows off her Calgary Chapter Vice
Commodore burgee; Leslie presents new Past Commodore Jennifer Handley with her burgee; Jennifer
presents the Vancouver Chapter Vice Commodore burgee to Blair Tweten; Jennifer presents new
Commodore Leslie Hansen with her burgee

Purpose

The Board of Directors represents the interests of all members of BCA and ensures that decisions are in
accordance with the purpose of the Association.  The Board of Directors provide guidance, direction and
financial authority to those Watchkeepers and/or staff involved in the running of the association and
ensure that services and activities provided to members support the purpose of the association.  The
Board meets as required, usually nine times, but no less than five times a year.  Meetings are held by
online conference call;  a face-to-face strategic planning session usually occurs in March.

Authority, Accountability and Reporting

The Board of Directors:

Is responsible for the overall management of the Association.
Ensures that the Association complies with the Society Act and with the BCA Constitution and
Bylaws.
Is responsible for governance issues and compliance with the Governance Manual.
Approves the annual budget for each calendar year no later than the end of February.
Reviews quarterly financial status.
Approves all new, non-budgeted expenditure contracts over $1000 entered into by the Association
or any chapter; and is consulted and must approve all expenditures outside budget limits.
Approves and reviews all policies of the Association.
On an ongoing basis, reviews the development of BCA policies and procedures to advance good
governance and ensure that these are incorporated into the BCA Governance Manual.
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Has the authority to employ or contract individuals to fulfill some of the tasks of the organization.
Manages all Requests for Proposals for outside contracts.
May appoint directors to fill vacant positions.

The Board of Directors appreciates the tremendous support shown by BCA members.  Your comments
and suggestions are always welcome.

About The Author

Jennifer Handley

Camdeboo - Lavranos 50 Cutter-Rigged Sloop

Jennifer Handley and Campbell Good sailed Camdeboo to the South Pacific in 2006 with their two
daughters, a niece, nephew and Jennifer’s brother. By the time Camdeboo returned to Victoria in 2011,
she had 25,000 nm under her keel, visited 14 countries and 27 people had come aboard as crew. Jennifer
was BCA Commodore 2014-2016 and happily took on the role of Past Commodore in 2017.
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Anchoring Restrictions Around La Paz

http://currents.bluewatercruising.org/news/anchoring-restrictions-around-la-paz/

If you are currently cruising in the Sea of Cortez, you may be interested in this news topic.

BCA member Carolyn Dailey from Shannon's Spirit, who is currently sailing in the Sea of Cortez sent in
this link that outlines some of the anchoring restrictions around La Paz. These restrictions are not new,
and the information has been around for a couple years but seems to have missed the info loop for many
cruisers in the area. For example, Carolyn indicates that some people are still anchoring in Caleta Lobos
(it is a sweet anchorage) but they risk being run out at anytime and in any weather by the Mexican Navy.

We hope this information will be of help and contribute somehow to the protection of the coral and
mangroves in sensitive areas around La Paz.

Feature Image: CCO - Public Domain

About The Author

Rosario Passos

Counting Stars - Whitby 42 Ketch

Rosario is a dreamer who wants to sail the South Pacific.... so far she sails the local waters of the Salish
Sea to get as much experience as possible.
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Vancouver Island South Club Night - Alaska and Back: Exploring
the Pacific Coast and its Treasures

http://currents.bluewatercruising.org/events/vancouver-island-south-club-night-alaska-back-exploring-
pacific-coast-treasures/

Barry and Amanda love high latitude sailing and in 2013 headed north along with Admiral Salty Dog,
their Labrador retriever, to explore Southeastern Alaska. They were on the hunt for the usual - glaciers,
whales, and white bears, but they became fascinated by the geology. The comparatively new mountains
with the violent volcanic upthrusts of Foggy Bay, the ancient fossils of Naukati, and the garnets of
Wrangell were a staunch contrast to the weathered coastline and low growing shrubs of their experiences
in the far south of Patagonia.

Together, they would like to share their experiences, high points and low points, and help prepare you for
your own voyage north!

Amanda and Barry have been sailing together since 1997. After sailing the Sea of Cortez following John
Steinbeck's book "The Log of the Sea of Cortez", they embarked on a voyage to circumnavigate South
America, following the route of Darwin, backwards. Their destinations included the Galapagos, Easter
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Island, Cape Horn (where they lived for 2 years), Antarctica, Isla de los Estados, and the Falkland Islands.
They've circumnavigated the Black Sea, sailed the Eastern Med, where they found Papa Rumba and
cruised Greece, Italy and Malta, before dragging her home to BC to continue exploring this amazing
coast.

They worked together at the University of Victoria, retiring recently and now calling Cortes Island their
home.

_______________________________________________
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OCA 2017 - The South Pacific: Give In To The Dream

http://currents.bluewatercruising.org/events/oca-2017-south-pacific-give-dream/

Sailboat: check! Captain: check! Admiral: check! What else to do you need? Will and Sarah Curry bought
a sailboat in Mexico and set sail west, across the South Pacific to Australia, learning a thing or two along
the way!

_______________________________________________
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Mahina Offshore Cruising Seminar

http://currents.bluewatercruising.org/events/mahina-offshore-cruising-seminar-2/

Seven months a year John
Neal &Amanda Swan Neal of Mahina Expeditions conduct offshore instructional expeditions worldwide
aboard Mahina Tiere III, their Hallberg-Rassy 46.

TheMahina Offshore Cruising Seminar skillfully presents the knowledge gained from their combined
658,000 sea miles and 81 years of offshore experience. The course includes the excellent 260 page
Offshore Cruising Companion reference book. The seminar’s 18 dynamic Power Point presentation
topics are included in this book.

This seminar is valuable both for those considering going offshore and those well into their preparations.
All the key subjects you need to know will be covered. In addition, John and Amanda will be available to
answer your questions.

Topics include:

Getting Started in the Cruising Life: Understanding your partner
Boat Selection:Design and Construction Criteria – what makes a boat safe and comfortable
Priority Equipment:Outfitting with the gear you REALLY need
Engines:Spares and Maintenance
Galley Essentials: We’re not talking about camping out!
Anchors and Anchoring: Five anchoring techniques
Seamanship:Self reliance, awareness and responsibility
Storm Survival Tactics:Details of ten specific tactics
Optional Equipment: Outfitting with the cool gear that makes cruising more comfortable
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Rigging and Sails: Keeping the mast up and sails set
Medical:Common problems, preventions and treatment
Communications:Realities of staying in touch
Psychological: The nuts and bolts of keeping the balance
Cost of Cruising:How much will this cost? Working while cruising.
Managing Your Escape:Piracy, firearms and security issues, insurance, pets, home base
Clearing into a Foreign Port: Procedures and courtesies
Leaving your boat in a Foreign Port
Worldwide Cruise Scenarios

About the Instructors

John Neal & Amanda Swan Neal are highly regarded global offshore voyagers and instructors. Their
seminars and training expeditions have trained and encouraged many hundreds of sailors to head over the
horizon, including countless BCA members. They are also authors of numerous books and countless
articles in key bluewater sailing magazines. John offers expert consulting advice on offshore boat
selection.

Course Materials

Registration includes The Offshore Cruising Companion by John & Amanda. It is an indispensable guide
for preparing yourself and your boat for a safe offshore adventure.

Notes

Registration fee includes one book
You can bring a bag lunch or go to a nearby café or the Granville Island Market
No Host Dinner with John & Amanda at After Seminar: A private no-host dinner party with John
and Amanda Neal following the seminar has been added to the program. Those attending the
seminar are invited to mingle with these famous voyagers and to network with other offshore
enthusiasts over dinner in the cozy lounge at the Granville island Hotel.
Location and Hotel Discount: Granville Island Hotel in down town Vancouver - Quarterdeck
Room. A discounted rate for rooms is available at the hotel. Say you are with a Bluewater Crusing
Association function when making your reservation and ask for the special group rate.

_______________________________________________
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Basic Radar with Kevin Monahan

http://currents.bluewatercruising.org/events/basic-radar-kevin-monahan-3/

Learn
from a radar expert. After completion of this seminar, you will be able to set up your radar for maximum
results and interpret the display under a variety of conditions.

Participants will learn simple techniques to:

• identify land-masses, other vessels and transient targets

• use radar effectively for collision avoidance and navigation,
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• interpret and control the display under a variety of conditions,

• recognize and compensate for rain and sea clutter, interference and side-lobe echoes

• use the new generation of integrated radar which combine chart and radar technology

About the Instructor

Kevin Monahan is an experienced captain, retired Canadian Coast Guard officer, and author of “The
Radar Book: Effective Navigation and Collision Avoidance.”

Course Materials

Registration includes The Radar Book: Effective Navigation and Collision Avoidance. This excellent
book that retails for $25 is used in the United States Power Squadron Marine Radar Seminar.

_______________________________________________
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Weather Strategies for the BC Coast (Inside Passage) with Kevin
Monahan

http://currents.bluewatercruising.org/events/weather-strategies-bc-coast-kevin-monahan/

This seminar focuses on the unique weather patterns of the west coast, and how to make decisions based
on weather forecasts. BC coastal weather patterns are confusing if you don't understand the basic forces
that shape the local weather in the Georgia Strait, Johnstone Strait and the North Coast.  Once you
understand the dynamics of the most common weather patterns that occur in the region, you can develop
strategies that take advantage of the weather patterns for a more comfortable and more enjoyable cruise.

The seminar will also introduce participants to key concepts of mid-latitude depressions, offshore highs,
and inflow and outflow winds, and their interactions with the geography of the Inside Passage. Certain
locations must be avoided in certain winds, and other places offer safe passage even during high winds.

About the Instructor

Kevin Monahan is an experienced captain, retired Canadian Coast Guard officer, and author of “The
Radar Book: Effective Navigation and Collision Avoidance”.

_______________________________________________
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Understanding Tides and Currents with Kevin Monahan

http://currents.bluewatercruising.org/events/understanding-tides-currents-kevin-monahan-2/

A good understanding of west coast tides and currents can mean the difference between a smooth ride and
a rough ride. For many, navigating Johnstone Strait and the rapids of the Inside Passage is a new
challenge. You may be surprised to learn that planning a trip north of Campbell River is not as difficult as
you thought—Johnstone Strait and the nearby tidal rapids form an incredibly complex hydraulic system,
but in a number of very important ways, it is predictable.

By the end of the course, participants will:

have general strategies for managing tidal currents
know how to plan for tidal currents to assist (rather than resist) a vessel's progress
know how to read the tide and current tables
have specific strategies for managing Johnstone Strait and Cordero Channels as well as other tidal
rapids

Though the specific focus is on the West Coast, it is applicable to tide and current regimes world-wide.

About the Instructor

Kevin Monahan is an experienced captain, retired Canadian Coast Guard officer, and author of “The
Radar Book: Effective Navigation and Collision Avoidance”.

_______________________________________________

                                   60 / 61

http://currents.bluewatercruising.org/events/understanding-tides-currents-kevin-monahan-2/


Currents
The Official Magazine of the Bluewater Cruising Association

Currents Bluewater Cruising

The Bluewater Cruising Association

PDF generated February 17, 2017 at 8:58 PM

Powered by TCPDF (www.tcpdf.org)

                                   61 / 61

http://www.tcpdf.org

	INDEX
	Circumnavigating Newfoundland
	2017 Ocean Cruising Adventures Speaker Series
	WOW! 2017
	The Differences Between Sailing and Travelling
	Another Day In the Life of Ty Dewi - St. Barts Bucket
	Music Going South
	Congratulations to BCA's Cruising, Service and  Perpetual Award Recipients (2016)!
	Advanced Radar with Kevin Monahan
	Basic Marine Diesel: Operation & Maintenance
	Marine Weather 1
	Psychology of Voyaging with Rick Ellis
	Standing & Running Rigging Inspection and Maintenance with Serge Gabilondo
	Tides and Currents of the Inside Passage
	Starter Batteries vs House Batteries
	Battery Monitors
	Vancouver Fleet Report: January 2017
	Calgary Fleet Report: January 2017
	Vancouver Island Fleet Report: January 2017
	Introducing BCA's Board of Directors (2017)
	Anchoring Restrictions Around La Paz
	Vancouver Island South Club Night - Alaska and Back: Exploring the Pacific Coast and its Treasures
	OCA 2017 - The South Pacific: Give In To The Dream
	Mahina Offshore Cruising Seminar
	Basic Radar with Kevin Monahan
	Weather Strategies for the BC Coast (Inside Passage) with Kevin Monahan
	Understanding Tides and Currents with Kevin Monahan

