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Two Footitis

http://currents.bluewatercruising.org/articles/two-footitis/

Two footitis. Yes, a nasty condition, and we succumbed to it despite the spectacular performance of  
Terrwyn, our 37 Pacific Seacraft, throughout her circumnavigation.

Terrwyn had no major breakdowns, no waiting in any port for repairs or equipment to arrive. We all have
life expectancies and eventually wear out; boats and crews alike, so we set out on our circumnavigation
with new sails, new rigging, new Monitor Windvane, new batteries and kept moving. Teased by our
contemporaries for missing ‘wherever’ as we kept moving onwards, we would reply “It’s a quick 3 year
survey sail.”
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 Terrwyn in New Zealand

Terrwyn has been sold and replaced by Pixie (Bristol Channel Cutter 28). Pixie’s waterline length is 26 ft
vs Terrwyn’s 28 ft. Yes, two feet down, not up – two footitis. Both vessels are 37 ft LOA, but Pixie has a
lower aspect, classic cutter rig vs Terrwyn‘s higher, yet true, cutter sail plan. No one owns a truly
“classic” vessel, we are merely their custodians (but perhaps that is a discussion for another day!).

Why a smaller boat? We are a crew of two. Two co-skippers. Both crew over 60 years of age. Pixie is
more similar than different from Terrwyn, yet more suited for our purpose. Simply put, being that much
smaller, all distances, weights and forces are therefore reduced, but she has a longer keel and deeper
bilges.
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 Pixie half hull model

Both vessels have tillers, which bring the helmsman forward under the dodger and closer to his/her
shipmate in fair and foul weather. Tiller communication is increased and hierarchy abolished. No need for
a bimini or, heaven forbid, a “Florida room” (a canvas enclosed cockpit).

The steering is 99.9% by windvane; simple, direct, and robust. It never failed. A full keel facilitates a trim
tab or servo-pendulum windvane. No autopilot electrical consumption and more responsive to sailing
conditions, so that we actually need to sail her in balance and efficiently. “Monti” (our windvane) is the
third crew member and the sail trim instructor, yet totally silent. Both boats are small enough to manage a
tiller with no moving parts and no wheel to negotiate around. The exposed cockpit, aft, is reserved for
anchorage parties.

Being under 14,000 lbs of displacement, Pixie’s largest sail is 300 sq ft and that translates to a laundry
bag. Her headsails are all with roller furling and her light air sail, a “Hasse Drifter,” also on a roller
furler, is so much smaller than either of Terrwyn‘s two spinnakers with ATN socks which took up nearly
twice the turtle (sailbag) volume.

Under 14,000 lbs equates to a 35 lb bow anchor, which is manageable by hand or mechanical windlass if
required to break out. No switches, no motors, no extra batteries or large cables for power and failure.
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Under 14,000 lbs with a 20 ft cockpit-to-bow distance equates to hand and spoken communications; no
gadgets to speak through and generally no motor to be heard over, as she handles well cruising the
anchorages under stay sail and double reefed main alone, quietly, looking to set the anchor. Dare I say,
like a sailboat.

 Pixie with co-skipper Cathy in cockpit.

Seaworthy and sea-kindly: no water maker, no ice maker, no electric autohelm, no pressure water system,
nor hot water. This means no wind generator and no Genset diesel generator. We have solar panels
(140Watts) and a towable water generator for running lights, wind instruments and AIS while underway.
No radar and minimal SSB Ham transmission. Under 14,000 lbs there is no room for guests. Pixie, at 28
ft on deck, feeds 6, sleeps four, and lives, shall we say, two. Two is company and three’s a crowd.

The dingy problem is solved with a hard rowing/ sailing dinghy, no outboard engine, so, no gasoline, no
crane, no noise. Rowing to shore provides an excellent time to admire your vessel. The slowest, quietest
travel mode at sea to be followed up with the fastest, noisiest boat in a dream anchorage just does not
make sense.

Classic beauty means a balanced vessel that heaves-to with ease, never pounds to weather and has motion
in a seaway that is simply elegant. It’s all about the motion and feel, not the size. Low freeboard balanced
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on her waterline length and a sweet sheer that will never get old. The wine glass bilge below and full keel
allow for gentle motion and easy tracking – the mark of an offshore vessel. Diminished below-deck salon
volume is simply seaworthy, not just cosy. The low freeboard and narrow beam are only deemed
diminutive relative to today’s “modern”, voluminous charter fleet vessels. They maximize interior space
(the floating condo with staterooms fore and aft for two couples) for the dollar appeal and at the expense
of sea-kindly and seaworthiness. Similarly, living space at the expense of storage space. At risk large
windows that do not open vs small portals that open.

Yes, two feet smaller as we are two years older and have several more oceans to cross.

 Bow view of Pixie
half hull model

We learned in our world cruise that the smaller quality and quantity of Terrwyn could only be improved
with more, two feet more, of less – described above. This is especially appreciated on a dark and stormy
night, when one is down below and on sunny days when we are both up on deck. How much deck does a
couple need?

Terrwyn‘s deck was two feet more than we needed and so here comes Pixie, preparing for round two. 
We did not swallow the anchor on Terrwyn and have no intentions of doing so now with Pixie.
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About The Author

Bill Norrie

Pixie - Bristol Channel Cutter

Bill is a keen sailor and after he and his co-skipper and wife, Cathy Norrie, completed their first
circumnavigation in June 2016 they often think about and talk about the lessons they learned during those
five years of sailing around the world. Their boat SV Terrwyn, a Pacific Seacraft Crealock 37, was
perfect for the job. They currently sail SV Pixie, a 28’ Bristol Channel Cutter, and are having her refit for
another go sailing over the horizon.

_______________________________________________
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Bora Bora to the Vava'u Islands

http://currents.bluewatercruising.org/articles/bora-bora-to-the-vavau-islands/

In the last article from Memories of a Circumnavigation Hugh and Heather arrived in the Marquesas
islands and gave us a taste of French Polynesia.  Lets continue to follow the adventures of Argonauta I,
from when they began their journey in 1997 in the Caribbean, until the completion of the
circumnavigation in 2006, when they crossed their  1997 outbound Caribbean track.

March 12, 2000, we returned to Raiatea where we had left Argonauta I for cyclone season. There had
been no seriously bad weather, so we found all well. We were laden with boat parts and had even more
arriving by sea freight. We spent the following 17 days at the nearby Sunset Motel. Staff there used a
front end loader to move our bags to our cottage! Yacht modifications included a new gooseneck and a
rod boom vang, which eliminated the need for a topping lift. We replaced the topping lift with one of
main halyard diameter and bingo, we had a second halyard aft of the mast. We also completed most of the
pre-splash maintenance. Weather though was still unsettled as cyclone season lasts until the end of April.
So instead of splashing the boat, we put this off until later and departed by air for a one week trip to
Easter Island, but that is another story.
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We splashed the boat on April 19. The launch went well and happily we had no leaks. May 4, we refueled
and May 7 we departed Raiatea for Bora Bora, where we moored off Bloody Mary’s dock. It was an
excellent trip in 10 to 14 knot winds, sailing at 7knots plus, on a beam reach.

 Raietea before splash with Bora Bora in the distance

We had become part of a flotilla of boats awaiting a weather window to jump west. We hoped that a big
conversion zone at 20 degrees South would clear out soon. So, there were a few parties both onboard and
ashore. Eventually, two vessels left for Rarotonga, the Cook Islands, hoping the bad weather would clear
out ahead of them. It didn’t, and they ended up in 35-40 knots of wind and 18 foot seas. One suffered a
knock down, while the other had the boom broken in three places and much of the deck gear swept away.
Perhaps many of the books on Pacific cruising had been written by people with short memories about the
weather! Either that or things had changed, as we had not seen more than three or four days in a row of
good weather and always with some problem looming. We hoped for more stable conditions in the weeks
to come.

By this time we had refined our itinerary. The unsettled weather at our latitude of around 16.5 degrees
south suggested that a more northerly route, at least initially, would keep us in better weather conditions.
Thus, rather than making for Rarotonga in the Cooks at about 21 degrees south latitude, I decided to head
for the more northerly Samoas, at about 14 degrees south.

My concept for the second part of our Pacific Ocean crossing was to remain in the tropics as much as
possible, diverting not too far north of Cancer and not too far south of Capricorn. Hence our ultimate
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destination for this season would be Australia. Having chosen the Samoas as our first major stop, from
there we planned to head south west to the Vava’u Islands of Tonga, followed by Fiji, Vanuatu and on to
Australia. The total distance from Raiatea to our first Australian port of Bundaberg, just south of the
Great Barrier Reef on the Queensland Coast, was about 3200 NM. However, with so many places to visit
in between, our route was much longer given the zig-zagging we did to reach our intermediate ports. In
fact, from Raiatea we covered 4230 NM in reaching Bundaberg.

May 17, we finally departed. Winds were light so we motored until 1800h and used the opportunity to top
off our water tanks with the water maker. By then we had winds of 8?10k (Knots) giving us a nice 4k
speed, a pleasant re-introduction to offshore sailing. Winds slowly picked up to 18/20k making for
average speeds of about 5.6k. We left with an almost full moon, which lighted our way at night. Sky
cover was limited to scattered, fluffy cumulus. Our weather window seemed to be holding, with nothing
significant showing on weather faxes. Our sail configuration was reef #1 in the main, genoa poled out
with a 20% reef and stay sail. Wind vane steering was engaged. We were running almost directly
downwind on a magnetic track of 250 degrees. Within 160 NM of Palmerston Atoll, the central Cook
Islands, we decided to make an en route stop the following afternoon. Our destination of US Samoa
would be another 480 NM. The atoll is only approachable in ideal conditions of easterly winds. There is
no pass into the lagoon but it is possible to anchor just off the reef in the lee of the atoll.

 Palmerston Island map (Creative Commons Attribution 2.0 Generic license)
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Palmerston was settled in 1862 by one William Marsters from Lancashire, England and his three
Polynesian wives from a more northerly atoll, Penrhyn. He left 26 children, whose present day
descendants are the residents. Many have moved away, but the current population of some 56 souls
welcomed visitors arriving by yacht. We made VHF hailing distance by late afternoon on May 22, about
660 NM from Bora Bora. Response was immediate. A skiff headed out to guide us to the anchorage. We
rounded the southern extremity of the barrier reef , making our way to the easterly and lee side, following
the small boat and dropping the hook where indicated. Depth was about 30 feet and the bottom hard,
uneven coral. Our 45 lb CQR anchor found a crevice, lodged firmly and Simon, the first of many
Marsters, introduced himself. He announced that he and his family would host us throughout our stay. By
then it was last light. We assessed our location, which seemed safe enough in the easterly wind. We were
outside the barrier reef, west of the lagoon, but we could see that in the unlikely event the wind shifted to
the west, the anchorage would become untenable.

 Marsters gravesite

The village turned out to be a gem of a place, nestled beyond a fringe of palms and barely visible from the
sea. Ashore, it is pristine with rows of neat dwellings laid out in a series of manicured sandy lanes. We
were told that the wreck of a timber-carrying vessel, Thistle, at the turn of the century provided the Island
with much of its building material.

Our hosts knew from our check-in that May 25 was Heather’s birthday. We were treated to a special
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dinner, with a cake and handmade gifts. Our own farewell was fraught with “Sturm und Drang”. We had
feared a wind change and sure enough, overnight it shifted to the west and the reef loomed as a threat.
Heather tried to bring up the anchor. Despite precautions, the now three foot swell drew up the bow
exerting force on the winch. This is when I paid the price for another mistake: I had never tested the
clutch and as we quickly learned, it was way too tight. With the anchor still wedged in coral, the winch
pulled from its mount, toppled forward and 200 feet of chain crashed to the bottom. Fortunately the bitter
end remained attached to the anchor locker cleat and the winch remained on deck held by its electric
cable! I had to maneuver to keep us off the reef only 50 feet behind. We called our Guardian Angel,
Simon, who came out with two strong men. Two boats followed and those dear people pulled up our
chain by hand. Simon’s last words were “God bless you” as I thrust a bottle of Scotch into his hand!

 Our hosts

We arrived in Pago Pago, US Samoa, at 0830 local time Tuesday May 30. We covered the 480 NM in 96
hours. Pago Pago harbour is a deeply indented fjord with a 90 degree bend at the entrance, so it is well
protected. Once checked in we anchored at the head of the fjord in 25 feet, using our alternate anchor, a
33 pound Bruce. The port is seedy, but with plenty of amenities and the people charming and friendly.
Lunch at famous Sadie’s restaurant was excellent! Weather was a downside. Somerset Maugham’s
“Rain” says it all!  Our repairs involved straightening our 45 lb CQR shank (bent about 10 degrees) and
rebuilding the anchor winch mount. Thankfully, the Lofrens winch was fine.
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 The most beautiful beach bar in the world

Several transient yachts in the harbour had anchored off Kanton for cyclone season, a sparsely populated
island, just 2.5 degrees south of the equator in the Phoenix Islands, the Republic of Kiribati. We enjoyed
meeting the people and hearing about another option for a Pacific cruise. Despite the harbour and the
frequent rain, many yachties seem to get stuck in Pago Pago, some for years. We wanted to avoid this, so
we checked out in the middle of our last week to overcome inertia, fostered by an incipient umbilicus
syndrome. That way we felt committed to leave and did so on Sunday, June 18.

It is about 85 NM to Western Samoa, Upolu Island. Apia is the Port of Entry. We left Pago Pago at about
1500 hours and arrived at 1030 next morning. Upon departure, we motored until clear of the west end of
Tutuila, and then sailed on jib only in very roly conditions and a light south easterly wind. Heather was
overcome by the corkscrewing motion despite Gravol and even the Scopolamine patch, so after a four-
hour watch, she retired below out for the count! Wind piped up in the early hours, but with dawn we were
well-positioned off Upolu. After some difficulty identifying landmarks, we finally gained the approach
track through the reef to Apia just as a major squall caught us. It produced torrential rain and winds up to
40 knots. By then we had locked up the track on GPS so we just motored in.

Heather’s Observations on Culture

Some say “Pago is Dark; Apia Light”. Certainly all our experiences were positive. The contrast between
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American Samoa and Western, Independent or simply “Samoa” as locals call it, is evident. I am generally
positive toward each place we visit. I tried to give American Samoa the benefit of the doubt, but being
anchored in Pago Pago for almost three weeks was enough to provide revelation about the phenomenon
known as MUSU, where a Samoan goes into a black funk and cannot be disturbed. Tuna cannery smell
was another. A third was the filthy harbour, where hundreds of plastic bags seemed to float down from
the hills. So many cruisers head for PP to provision and many expect to find West Marine,
state?of?the?art services and instant communication. I called it “Samoa with cornflakes”. Yes, we could
buy case lots of canned goods. Hypnotized by the opportunity, I loaded up on items we have never before
eaten. One cruiser calls it “Last Supermarket in the World Syndrome”. Hugh wondered why I loaded a
case of canned apricots! (No tuna however!) Must admit I got pretty excited about unlimited machines in
the laundromat. Everything is relative: compared to the village stream or $75 per load in Papeete, Pago
Pago was Nirvana. Outside of Pago Pago, the scenery is truly spectacular and I am glad we got a glimpse
of the other side of the Island on a local bus: fare 25 cents each!

 Apia harbour

The first glimpse of Apia made me want to stay forever. Evening in town, watching a world class show at
the renowned “Aggie Grey’s” followed by one of the best buffet dinners we’ve had (all for about $15
per person) confirmed my instincts. Along with fine salads and meats, we ate limu, tiny bunches of
seaweed, which explode in your mouth and palusami, a Samoan specialty. It is a taro leaf and coconut
milk concoction. The next night I went out with “the Girls” (another high point: finding friends!) It is
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common in Polynesian society for some boys to take on a feminine role. They dress as women, have
slightly effeminate mannerisms and play a woman’s role in society. Fa’afafine are accepted without
stigma. Cindy, a talented and entrepreneurial fa’afafine, had a weekly nightclub act in a Beer Garden near
the dock. It was a polished, entertaining and a delightful production: on a par with shows I’ve seen in
Paris or Sydney. Fun to go out with other women too: we even danced!

We departed Apia 0930 hours June 29, with winds forecast by all sources to be north easterly or easterly
at 10 to 15 knots. Thus we motored along Upolu’s north coast into a light easterly wind to gain the
eastern end of the Island, before setting course for Tonga. Once we rounded the east end of the Island,
winds dropped so we motored until midnight. At that point, winds switched to the south west at about 5 to
7 knots, so we cut the engine and sailed although we could only lay a course of 175 degrees Magnetic.
Rhumb line to Tonga is 198 degrees. By morning, the wind was straight down the rhumb line from the
south at 7 to 8 knots. With 255 NM to go, we tried tacking west, but by noon we had gained only 2 NM.
By then we had lost all wind and the ocean was like a mill pond. Heather saw this as an opportunity to
swim, tethered of course, but in some 12,000 feet of water! Russell Radio, NZ, and Honolulu Weather
Fax forecast light winds for another 48 hours, so it was either wallow or motor. We motored until 1730h,
when we passed through the leading edge of a small low shown on the Weather Fax. This provided wind
from the WSW at 6-10K. We crossed the dateline, so June 30 disappeared and became July 1. Happy
Canada Day!

We carry only 50 gallons diesel internally, so with a slight sea we took the opportunity to “hot refuel”
before our main tank got too low. Beneteau has seen fit to put the refueling point on the transom. We set
RPM just enough to avoid “transom slap” by following waves. So with harness on, I dumped three jerry
jugs (18 gallons) of diesel through our Baja filter into the main tank. Heather supervised! This almost
filled the tank so we were good for another 300 odd NM.

We were about 100 NM from Tonga’s Vava’u Islands. It was evident from the forecast that we would
motor most of the way with a July 4 arrival. We had lunch, took some video footage, and peered at the
cobalt blue depths. It was a great time! By early afternoon, simple arithmetic suggested we needed to
move, so we cranked up the diesel. At sunset there was still no wind, but what a sunset! It was complete
with green flash and then afterwards, incredible colours and a sliver of moon above the horizon. It was
the first of the new or perhaps the last of the old earth day: had we really crossed the dateline? We had
hoisted the Tongan flag and yellow quarantine flag for our arrival. To honour our American friends, we
had also hoisted the US flag for July 4. We motored throughout the night and arrived in Tonga late
morning.

Cover image: Pago-Pago Harbour, Public Domain

About The Author

Hugh & Heather Bacon

Argonauta I - Beneteau 440

Hugh and Heather left the Caribbean Island of Tortola in 1997. Their route took them through the
Caribbean to Panama. They transited the Canal in May 1999 and once in the Pacific, they explored the
Galapagos and many South Pacific Island Groups enroute to Australia. September 2002, they departed
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Australia sailing North of Africa, first through South East Asia and then the Indian Ocean and up the Red
Sea to The Med.. In 2004 they continued to Southern France. Next year they went on to Gibraltar,
Morocco and the many Atlantic Islands. In January 2006 they departed the Cape Verde Islands and
completed their circumnavigation off Grenada later that month. Two more years in the Caribbean brought
them once again to the Panama Canal and in 2008, Argonauta I arrived in Sidney BC. 

_______________________________________________

                                   17 / 60



Currents
The Official Magazine of the Bluewater Cruising Association

Reminiscing Back 40 Years!

http://currents.bluewatercruising.org/articles/reminiscing-back-40-years/

We were not at the party that launched BCA in April of 1978.  In fact, we were not even in Vancouver at
the time.

However, later that year after we had moved ourselves and our Contessa 32 Akvavit to Vancouver from
Montreal, we were invited by Cathy and Bill Clark to sail Akvavit along with them on their Spencer 35 to
go to a BCA rendezvous at Newcastle Island in late August or September.

I don’t remember how many boats were at the rendezvous, but there were few enough that the party was
held aboard Compass Rose owned by Fred and Sandra Tremblay.  The Tremblays with their children
(including Steve) were just about to leave on what turned out to be an aborted off-shore cruise. Sandra
happened to be one of the 5% of people who never get over seasickness. She would have died if Compass
Rose had not turned back so she could experience the sure cure for seasickness: sitting under a tree. They
did, however, spend six months cruising the inland waters of the San Juan and Gulf Islands.

We joined BCA directly after that 1978 rendezvous but for some reason did not renew our membership.
Perhaps we had not decided about sailing off shore. Perhaps we were just too busy with work.

                                   18 / 60

http://currents.bluewatercruising.org/articles/reminiscing-back-40-years/


Currents
The Official Magazine of the Bluewater Cruising Association

In 1993, however, we had determined to do some offshore cruising. We rejoined BCA and spent three
months between June and August cruising to Alaska and back.

After that we became active BCA members.  Nancy was secretary of the Vancouver Watch for a couple
of years, and we joined Fleet under the leadership of Karen Curry in 1998-1999. In early September 1999
we headed south for what turned out to be 15 years of cruising.

We look forward to celebrating BCA’s 40th Anniversary this coming June.

About The Author

Stephen and Nancy Carlman

Fairwyn - Sparkman & Stephens, 42 Yawl

Stephen and Nancy Carlman first joined BCA in the very early days--1979 we think--but let our
membership lapse until 1993. In 1999 we sailed away from Vancouver and ended up cruising for 15 years
mainly to the Mediterranean and back, with long stops in Mexico, Ecuador, Cartagena, the Rio Dulce,
Louisiana, Virginia, Halifax, the Azores, Sardinia, Malta, and Sicily.

_______________________________________________
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An Unexpected Change in Plans

http://currents.bluewatercruising.org/articles/an-unexpected-change-in-plans/

Having spent five weeks in Marmaris, Turkey, refitting Danica for offshore sailing earlier in the spring,
we were confident we could be ready for launching soon after returning. We arrived in Marmaris on July
28, 2017 and spent the first couple of days trying to complete a few last-minute projects. The launch was
scheduled for August 1.

The Accident, July 31, 2017

On Monday, July 31, I was on the boat with a couple of men who were installing the fittings for the wind
scoops on the bows. I was providing direction on the final locations when I stepped onto the trampoline to
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indicate where I wanted a particular fitting. As I stepped forward, the rope around the trampoline edge
broke and unraveled. I found myself clawing at the fabric, trying to stop the fall. It happened very
quickly. I hit the hard-packed gravel yard first with my heels, then my buttocks, my hand, and the back of
my head.

 Looking down through the broken trampoline

In the seconds after the fall, several thoughts flashed through my brain. I knew immediately that I was
hurt badly. I could feel a hot burning pain in my middle back and my left arm near my wrist was
throbbing. My head was clear and there was no blood. I wondered what Mary was going to think and
whether our sailing plans were over before they could start.

The men on the boat rushed down to me and one immediately tried to pull me up off the ground. I told
him to leave me and I asked him to get the tarp that was lying nearby and put it under my head. The other
guy had his phone out and I thought he was taking pictures as I lay there; he was calling an ambulance.

Soon after I arrived at the Marmaris State Hospital, there were friends around me. One went to the hotel
to give Mary the news and bring her to the hospital. She was in shock, not knowing how serious it might
be. She had thoughts of me in a wheelchair for life, or worse. By the time she arrived, I had been
scheduled for x-rays and an MRI. She took comfort in seeing that I was conscious and clear-headed and
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able to move all of my extremities.

The x-rays revealed one vertebra crushed and another fractured. The radius bone at the wrist was
shattered.

 My guardian angel

The neurologist arranged the operation on my back for three days after my arrival to hospital. My Turkish
friends confirmed, through channels, that the neurologist was an excellent surgeon. He installed two rods
with four screws in each rod to span across and stabilize the damaged vertebra. I was able to walk the
next day. I learned later that at the time of the MRI, my spinal cord had been compromised by 25%. I was
very fortunate.
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 Total of eight screws hold me together

My friends were in and out constantly, checking on my progress and bringing drinks, food, and other
comforts to help out. Mary stayed by my side, sleeping on a small cot beside the bed in a hot and crowded
hospital room. The outside temperature hovered close to 40C degrees and the hospital air conditioning
was set to 30C.

My friends told us that the best orthopedic surgeon in the State of Marmaris was at a private hospital. An
appointment was made with the administrator and Mary had an interesting ride across town, without a
helmet, weaving through traffic on the back of a friend’s little scooter to make the arrangements. Six days
after the accident, I very carefully climbed into the front seat of a taxi. After the driver got thorough
instructions from Mary about driving carefully and being careful at speed bumps, we were off to meet the
new doctor.

Ten days after the accident, we moved into a hotel room with a kitchenette where we stayed for 21 days.
Together, we started walking early in the morning and late in the evening to avoid the heat of the day. We
walked fifteen kilometres a day to help me regain my strength and balance.
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 Sunrise along the water front

After each walk, Mary would help me take off my back brace, cover my arm with a plastic bag, and in the
shower, hose off the perspiration. I would lie on the bed for half an hour and do some stretches to relieve
the cramping muscles. The walking got easier and I was soon well on my way to recovery.
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 Regular
checkups and dressing changes

I decided that we could use the time productively by getting a number of projects completed on 
Danica that were planned for the following year. A few days after leaving the hospital, I organized
welders, electricians, mechanics, and carpenters. I took a taxi to the boatyard and spent the day
overseeing the work, but needed to lie down in the berth for a few minutes every couple of hours. Thirty
days after the accident we were ready to launch and move aboard.
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 Raising the Turkish
courtesy flag after the launch

It was very exciting to finally have Danica on the water and be living on board. We anchored in various
spots around the bay and got comfortable with our new home. Between doctor visits, we went on a couple
of three-day trips along the coast. We’d motor into light winds in the mornings and anchor for the nights.
On day three, we would raise sail and make the downwind run back into Marmaris Harbour.

On October 26 we cleared out of Turkey and headed to Rhodes Island in Greece.

Medical Insurance

We had purchased medical insurance from Tugo before leaving Canada and we had medical coverage
from our work plan. We also had our provincial medical.

Very soon after arriving at the hospital, I was asked about medical insurance and we were able to provide
the staff with the medical card from my work plan. The following day we called the insurance company
and reported the accident and they sent forms to the hospital for me to complete and return to start the
claim officially.

The hospital had interpreters on staff 24 hours a day to facilitate medical personnel and hospital
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administration. I recall one of these interpreters rushing down to the operating room and thrusting forms
in front of me for signature, agreeing that I was responsible for all costs. The insurance company had
given assurances to the hospital but would not guarantee payment.

In the days following the operation, there were more insurance forms and more questions. The insurance
company initially wanted to transport me back to Canada for treatment but were assured by the doctor
that my condition was very tenuous. A couple days after the back operation, and prior to the wrist
operation, they again asked me to travel to Canada but were given the same response. Shortly after the
wrist operation, they asked me for the third time to travel back to Canada on a commercial flight for the
follow-up treatments, but a note from the neurologist confirmed that I would not be able to endure such a
trip.

 Last visit to the
neurologist

The reason the insurance company wanted me to return to Canada is that as soon as I arrive in BC, my
provincial medical coverage takes over and there is no further cost to the insurance company.

One particular point of interest is the notion that I’ve often heard from cruisers, “How will the provincial
medical service know if I’ve been out of province longer than the six months permitted before coverage
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ends?” Well, one of the first requirements from the insurance company was a copy of my passport to
prove my departure from Canada. If I had not qualified for provincial medical coverage, my additional
insurance would also have been disqualified because they depend on the provincial medical to be the first
coverage as a condition of insurance. I would have been uninsured.

Eight months after the accident, the insurance companies have finally paid the bills. The total €60,000
was shared by BC Medical, my work medical plan, and Tugo Insurance.

Reflections

As a captain, I have an expectation of myself to be responsible for everything that happens in and around
the boat. It is my responsibility to make good choices and to manage the outcomes. Ultimately, I am
responsible for whatever happens.

The day I left Marmaris in April, I stopped by the canvas shop to look at some of the covers and to further
discuss the some of the elements that were proposed for building the trampoline. During the meeting, I
was presented with the rope that was recommended by the supplier and manufacturer for the perimeter of
the trampoline. I was shown a brochure, and I said okay. I normally research things well, and deliberate
for a day or two before making a decision about a new product, but I was feeling rushed and made the
decision on the fly. This is never a good idea!

I can hold the manufacturer, the supplier, or the tradesman responsible, because they recommended and
installed an inferior product, but to what end? I accept the responsibility for the decision, and as a result, I
have to accept the outcome.

On this occasion I was lucky. I had a very serious accident, but I have healed, and I am able to continue to
pursue my dreams.

About The Author

Glen and Mary Wilson

Danica I - Fountaine Pajot Belize 43, Catamaran

Glen has been a member of the Vancouver Island Watch for eight years, as both the May Rendezvous
Coordinator and as the Vice Commodore. He has sailed extensively on Moon Shadow VI, including three
circumnavigations of Vancouver Island. He has also sailed as crew from Victoria to San Francisco and on
a five week excursion in Fiji and Wallice Futuna.
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Women and the Realities of Voyaging

http://currents.bluewatercruising.org/articles/women-and-the-realities-of-voyaging/

On April 21, 2018, a group of about 20 like-minded women of various ranges of experience gathered in
Nanoose for the Women and the Realities of Voyaging Seminar. The seminar was organized by BCA
members Kathy Swangard and Agathe Gaulin, with the intent to encourage women to become actively
involved in the voyaging lifestyle.

The morning was a presentation by Liza Copeland, who spoke on the topic of the realities and routines of
voyaging. Always a wonderful presenter, Liza used tales from her and her husband’s circumnavigation to
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illustrate the realities that must be considered before heading to sea. Topics included planning,
provisioning, weather, safety, seasickness, meal preparation while underway, clearance into new ports, on-
board storage and, perhaps most importantly, recognizing the necessity of a mutually respectful
relationship with all crew while together 24 hours a day in a small space. We discussed the importance of
having proper paperwork for all crew, knowing what is required to check into a new port and completing
a final safety check before leaving the last one. Liza stressed the adventure of shopping in new places,
discovering how to use the local produce and recognizing that often you will not be walking into one big
store to find everything you want, in brands that you recognize. You may be travelling from store to store
to find everything you need – and don’t get me started on how the meat might be presented! Her
presentation raised a number of questions and ideas that would be discussed later in the day.

Lunch break was an opportunity for each participant to suggest useful passage lunches and snacks;
leading to discussions about the best foods to avoid sea-sickness, the importance of grab and go snacks in
the case of rough weather and even ideas as to what were the best bowls to eat out of while underway.

After lunch, Agathe Gaulin led the group in exercises meant to encourage each of us to consider what
strengths we might be bringing to the crew for long-distance cruising. After this exercise, the group was
split into three smaller groups, where the participants were encouraged to discuss the fears that we had
about going offshore, and to further work to determine what steps we might take now to make a future
trip easier. Topics raised included lack of confidence in fellow crew, lack of confidence in ourselves,
pirates, weather, docking, and the fear of having our partner take ill and be unable to assist in getting the
boat to a safe port. The smaller groups joined back together to finish the day, and discussed how to
prepare for storms – having a good source for weather information and knowing how to interpret it,
knowing what sail plan works for your boat and watching for squalls on radar.

We wrapped up the day with some wine and appies and further conversation.

The participants for the day ranged from “Doners” to those who were actively planning to leave in the
next few months, to those who were working on a 3-5 year plan and those who were very new to sailing
and were looking to gain some ownership of their experience on board. It was that broad range of
experience that led to the most dynamic conversations. I don’t think anyone left believing that they had
not learned anything from the day, and many of us left realizing how much work was truly involved in
prepping for a passage.

About The Author

Tara Donley

Solstice Tide - Van de Stadt 36' 

Tara sails with her partner, Owen Popplestone, on Solstice Tide, a 36' Van de Stadt. Currently coastal
cruisers and weekend warriors, they plan to head south in 2021, with a first stop in Mexico and then the
puddle jump to the South Pacific. In the meantime, they continue to do weekend regattas (on other
people's boats!) as well as sailing the Gulf Islands, Discovery Islands and Desolation Sound while
continuing to get the boat ready for bluewater cruising.
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Calling on All Members: We Want Your BCA Stories

http://currents.bluewatercruising.org/articles/calling-on-all-members-we-want-your-bca-stories/

On the year that marks the 4oth anniversary of BCA, I would really like to publish some stories that look
back at the history of our Association. With that in mind, I’d like to call on all BCA members to send in
stories from days gone by… could be stories about how BCA supported you in leaving for your offshore
adventure; could be stories about how you became a member of BCA; could be a reflection on what BCA
means to you as you are preparing for leaving; could be a recount of a fun rendezvous from years gone by
that has stuck in your memory. So, please dig deep and send us your stories.

I would also like to ask BCA members that were involved in the executive or the watchkeeping teams to
send in some stories about the Association. How were things run 20 years ago? What plans did the
Association have for the future? Who were the Commodores of the day and what do you remember about
them?

My husband, Denis, and I joined BCA 10 years ago, and I remember one of the first events we attended
was the 30th Anniversary party in September of 2008 (apologies but you need to be a member to see the
November 2008 issue of Currents to read all about the party).

Somehow, Denis got involved with volunteering to help with the roasting of the pig, not having done
anything like that ever before! Our task was to pick up a few dozen charcoal bags ahead of time to bring
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to False Creek Yacht Club the morning of the party. I remember driving all over town to find the
charcoal, as most places had only a few bags left from the summer season. The roasting of the pig was an
all-day affair, with several volunteers taking turns rotating the spit to ensure that the pig was thoroughly
cooked. It ended up that in spite of the volunteers efforts, some parts of the pig were not quite cooked by
dinner time. But that didn’t stop the party and we finished the cooking on a barbecue grill. I remember it
being absolutely delicious in the end!

Since Denis was going to be at the party site all day, I offered to help set up and decorate the party room
at False Creek Yacht Club. I remember meeting Anne Street and having a ball decorating and chatting
about their Equator crossing. So much fun! I also remember feeling so welcome among so many
strangers! While at the buffet lineup, Sharon and Rae Simpson started talking to us about sailing and
Portugal, where I am from, and Andy Copeland told me all about living in Monte-Estoril and fouling their
anchor in Cascais Bay. I was in awe at how everyone made us feel like we belonged there.

It was a fantastic celebration of the 30th anniversary of the Association, and we felt proud to be a part of
it.

So, I really need your help to publish monthly stories about BCA for the remainder of the year. Let’s
reminisce together on 40 years of an amazing Association that has kept many dreams alive. Please send in
your stories.

Cover Image: CC0 Creative Commons Public Domain

About The Author

Rosario Passos

Counting Stars - Whitby 42 Ketch

Rosario is a dreamer who wants to sail the South Pacific.... so far she sails the local waters of the Salish
Sea to get as much experience as possible.
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Fusing Electric Motor Circuits

http://currents.bluewatercruising.org/articles/fusing-electric-motor-circuits/

An electrical circuit of the utmost importance on the boat is for the bilge pumps.

So checking that these circuits are adequately run and protected is a matter of safety. Generally, electric
motors have their own over-current device to protect the motor from drawing too much current. When
this is not the case, the fuse or breaker should be rated to the full load potential of the motor (provided
that the wires run for the circuit are adequate). These breakers or fuses need to be time delayed to
withstand the inrush of current that a motor pulls as it gets going or when it encounters difficulty in
performing its function.

There can also be a problem if something like a piece of trash gets stuck in the bilge pump. It can create
what is called a locked rotor condition where the motor doesn’t turn. The current drawn in these
situations may not be high enough to trip the over-current, fuse or breaker protection installed in the
circuit, and left unattended, it can become a fire hazard.

ABYC standards require that all motors and motor circuits withstand locked rotor conditions for 7 hours
without creating a fire hazard.
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About The Author

Jeff Cote

Pacific Yacht Systems - 

Jeff Cote is a systems design engineer and owner of Pacific Yacht Systems, a full service shop delivering
marine electrical and navigation solutions for recreational boats. Visit their website and blog for info and
articles on marine electrical systems, projects and more: www.pysystems.ca.
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Vancouver Island Fleet Report: April 2018

http://currents.bluewatercruising.org/news/vancouver-island-fleet-report-april-2018/

The final Vancouver Island fleet meeting for this season was held on April 4 and David Robb shared his
Safety and Comfort at Sea presentation with our group of 17 members including one on the Zoom
platform. David’s topic was broad ranging and he had much useful information to share with the attentive
group. Daragh Nagle and Al Kitchen followed with the remainder of a Sail Trim presentation that we
were unable to complete earlier this season.

There was also another V.I. fleet event: a workshop presented by Malcolm MacPhail on April 29 at
RVYC in the discovery room on Open CPN. There were more than 15 participants at this event.

About The Author

Al Kitchen - VI Fleet Coordinator

Wyndspree - Huntingford 53 Ketch

Al Kitchen has been a BCA member since 2005. Al and his wife Gaye lived aboard Wyndspree (53?
ketch) from 1996 until 2007 and cruised the BC coast throughout this time. Between 2006 and the
present, Al crewed on different boats with fellow Bluewater members, including voyages from Victoria,
BC to San Francisco; Gladstone, Australia to Fiji; New Zealand to Victoria, B.C.; and San Jose del Cabo
to Hilo, HI. Al is now co-coordinating the V.I. Fleet group with Daragh Nagle.
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Vancouver Fleet Report: April 2018

http://currents.bluewatercruising.org/news/vancouver-fleet-report-april-2018/

The April meeting of the Vancouver Fleet was held on April 24 at the Scottish Cultural Centre.

Show and Tell included an article from Pacific Sailor on Safety Tethers and Snaps. Some snaps fail under
sideways tension. The fact that one can learn OpenCPN using the included manual was discussed. There
are some problems getting a GPS dongle that will work with it.

Sean Thompson of Dolphin Insurance summarized what was necessary to apply for offshore insurance.

Drs. Janet and Martin McKeown discussed Medical Urgencies at Sea dealing with advance planning,
myocardial infarction, AEDs, urinary retention, and sea sickness.

The next meeting will be Offshore Communication and Passage Planning with Beth and Norm Cooper on
May 29.

About The Author
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Cameron and Marianne McLean, Vancouver Fleet Coordinators

Mayknot - Seabird 37

Cam and Marianne McLean have been BCA members since 1987, cruised offshore, and have served as
the Vancouver Fleet Coordinators for many years.
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Flare Disposal Days

http://currents.bluewatercruising.org/news/flare-disposal-days-2/

CPS-ECP is partnering with Transport Canada and CIL Dealers again this year to assist boaters to safely
and effectively dispose of flares.

Have Your Flares Expired?

If your flares have a manufacture date of 2014 or earlier they may have already expire, or they will expire
this year. It is not legal to light them, throw them in the water or in your household garbage to dispose of
them.

Disposing of expired flares has been an ongoing challenge for boaters across the country. To help boaters
dispose of expired flares in a safe and environmentally responsible manner, CPS-ECP and selected CIL
Dealers are hosting Safety Equipment Education and Flare Disposal Days. On these select days, you will
have the opportunity to bring your outdated flares to be properly disposed of, free of charge.

Location and Dates
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April 21 Stones Boatyard
1690 Stewart Ave., Nanaimo, BC,  V9S 4E1
April 28 Steveston Marine and Hardware
1667 W 5th Ave, Vancouver, BC, V6J 1N5

 

About The Author

Rosario Passos

Counting Stars - Whitby 42 Ketch

Rosario is a dreamer who wants to sail the South Pacific.... so far she sails the local waters of the Salish
Sea to get as much experience as possible.
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Washington State Cruising Update: Puget Sound – No Discharge
Zone

http://currents.bluewatercruising.org/news/washington-state-cruising-update-puget-sound-no-discharge-
zone/
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Effective May 10, 2018 a No Discharge Zone (NDZ) is being established for Puget Sound and certain
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surrounding waters. The No Discharge Zone includes all Washington marine waters east of New
Dungeness Lighthouse, at the east end of the Strait of Juan de Fuca, plus Lake Washington, Lake Union,
and the waters that connect them to Puget Sound.

What is the No Discharge Zone?

A designated NDZ is a body of water where all sewage, whether treated or not, is prohibited from being
discharged from vessels. The purpose of the NDZ is to protect public health, water quality and sensitive
resources. There is no change for greywater discharges.

Some commercial vessels have a five-year delay before the rule applies, see Chapter 173-228 WAC for
details.

Where can I dispose of boat sewage?

You can use stationary pumpouts, mobile pumpouts boats, or discharge outside the NDZ following
state requirements.

Find a pumpout in Washington State or visit the State Parks pumpout website.

Cover image: Copyright © Washington State Department of Ecology Permission to use for non-commercial purposes, courtesy of Washington State
Department of Ecology

_______________________________________________

                                   44 / 60

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001imsrEWN3wMCMEnT5VT7A3si2O2512yHcAcnFX-KczYh86Vu5yyLN7I9iQfWL6XBk4Unrl01eXhyBmwYkqtVqICYI3J8aJDIWKL7kIsK-uJtcFNE_BIVyRnHA3L0_HCynif-Rbt-xKm1Ul9XfYF550Jc5PL5AfZ02w_13VlpD37zz3RBVDpLRfauaiMX1LXGz_s6U6z0ZiYGbe51T5ulNiYb1QZ4jgADDaRtDRLnG9uLk9fEEhLdyKBAGvZkqyW71&c=UNGMkWCf5rba0mrGfzvM_1amhW2LxJhJxYy1LNwsUcQ2DN_4M6NuHA==&ch=0pFIm4JMQGgKlkZyXh7KsLOBthqVx03M3tu470OP0XxPynhCN1bF6g==
http://pumpoutwashington.org/
http://parks.state.wa.us/657/Pumpout
https://ecology.wa.gov/Water-Shorelines/Puget-Sound/No-discharge-zone
https://ecology.wa.gov/About-us/Accountability-transparency/Our-website/Copyright-information
https://ecology.wa.gov/
https://ecology.wa.gov/


Currents
The Official Magazine of the Bluewater Cruising Association

BCA 2018 Member Directory has arrived!

http://currents.bluewatercruising.org/news/bca-2018-member-directory-has-arrived/

The 2018 edition of the Bluewater Cruising Association (BCA) Member Directory is arriving in the
mailboxes of members from Vancouver Island to Calgary and beyond – have you received yours?

The Member Directory is a great way to learn more about BCA, meet the 2018 Watchkeepers and Board
of Directors, and most importantly to connect with other BCA members. You may choose to keep your
copy on your boat so that when you pull in to an anchorage and see another vessel proudly flying the
BCA burgee, you can look them up in your Member Directory and connect with new friends!

Also included in the Member Directory is a helpful article on “How to Navigate
www.bluewatercruising.org” by Jean Baillargeon that can assist you in getting the most from the website,
including editing your profile, signing up for courses and events, and being part of the online community
by participating in BCA forums.

In order to keep the directory up to date, if you experience a change over the year, such as a new name,
new boat… please update your information on the BCA website, My Profile, Manager Profile; or email
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your changes to Vimmy Dhillon.

If you have not received your Directory by May 11, 2018 but believe you should have, please email
Vimmy, our BCA Administrator at admin@bluewatercruising.org to ensure your membership is up to
date.

The Member Directory is published thank to the efforts of many, including our returning Directory
Coordinator, Rhonda Schuller, and new Coordinator, Bob Wheeldon, as well as many more including
Guylain Roy-Machabee, Peter Masteron, Jennifer Handley, Donna Sassaman, Vimmy Dhillon and Linda
Mitsui. If you are interested in volunteering with a passionate group of talented individuals, please see
your local Watchkeepers at the next Club Night in your area.

About The Author

Katrina Barnes

Miss Zelda - 

Katrina currently sails the the waters from Puget Sound to Desolation Sound with her husband Spencer,
with aspirations to voyage further on continued adventures!
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Vancouver Club Night - Mediterranean Magic

http://currents.bluewatercruising.org/events/vancouver-club-night-mediterranean-magic/

Join us at the Vancouver Club night with our speaker Liza Copeland, as she visually takes you cruising
across the magical Mediterranean Sea showing you its many cultures, anchorages and ancient sites along
the way. With individual country details, Liza will give you many tips on weather dynamics and
accessing forecasts; moorage and facilities for boats; officialdom; communications, security and inland
travel. The presentation also includes a discussion of the Black Sea and the East Mediterranean Yacht
Rally.

About Liza Copeland

Liza Copeland is a lifelong sailor, both cruiser and racer. After marrying Andy aboard the classic yacht 
Ticonderoga, the Copelands explored the world, including a 6-year circumnavigation with their three
children, and a sabbatical around North and Central America. Their Beneteau, Bagheera, has taken them
124,000 kn miles to 114 countries.

Liza Copeland is the award-winning, best-selling author of four cruising books: with Just Cruising and 
Still Cruising recounting their world adventures; Comfortable Cruising their coastal trip around North
and Central America; and Cruising for Cowards, co-authored with Andy, a current technical and practical
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A-Z for cruisers whether coastal voyaging or offshore. Liza also writes for many yachting magazines,
gives seminars at major boat shows worldwide, gives frequent talks for a variety of clubs and
organizations, and leads groups to sail in exotic destinations around the world.

Please invite your family and friends to join the voyage with Liza Copeland at the Vancouver BCA Club
Night!

Cover image: CC0 Public Domain
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VI South Club Night - Nautical Nomads Sail to the World’s Most
Remote Islands

http://currents.bluewatercruising.org/events/vi-south-club-night-nautical-nomads-sail-to-the-worlds-most-
remote-islands/

Have you ever wondered what it’s like to sail across an ocean aboard a working tall-ship? Do you dream
about climbing aloft to see the curve of the earth, scanning the horizon for a wave-washed volcano? Do
you think that nautical nomads, pirates and shark-infested waters only exist in the movies?

Victoria-based educators Asta and Andrew Murgatroyd share a background in marine science research
and education, and spent two years sailing the Atlantic aboard the Dutch Tallship Gulden Leeuw,
(Golden Lion) a 70m square topsail schooner, crewed by high school students having a maritime
educational experience, as a part of the Canadian high school “Class Afloat.”

Join this adventuresome duo as they recount their experiences as sailors, teachers and mentors to 40
international students. They will highlight their visits to the Islands of the Mid-Atlantic Ridge, including
Tristan Da Cunha, the most remote inhabited island on earth, St. Helena, where Napoleon was
imprisoned, and Ascension Island, Charles Darwin’s grand experiment.

Be transported to these unique landfalls, viewed through the eyes of teenage students, and learn how they
lived by sailing traditions seemingly lost to time.

Don’t forget your shark repellent.

_______________________________________________
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May Rendezvous: A Knotty Good Time

http://currents.bluewatercruising.org/events/bca-may-rendezvous-at-poets-cove-pender-island/

Mark your calendar for May 19 – 21 for the May Rendezvous at Poet’s Cove, Pender Island! Arrive
Friday evening or anytime Saturday before Happy Hour, when we get off to our official start at 4pm.

Come for the fun, the food, the camaraderie, and a knotty good time! Try your hand at creating a Celtic
mat, work with patterns to create intricate Turks Head knots, and view knotting displays. There will also
be a chance to get involved with microscopy on the dock thanks to Elaine Humphrey, and many more
activities; details to come.

We’ll have the floating dock again this year as our Rendezvous base. There are limited spaces along the
dock for boats; the fee is $1/foot/night. If you want to tie to the dock, contact Poet’s Cove to reserve
at 250-629-2111. Spots are held until May 1. Please quote group code “M-BW18” or “Bluewater
Cruising” when you reserve. Anchoring is also available; Poet’s Cove charges $10 per person per night if
you wish to use the resort facilities (pool, etc).

Gift exchange: Each boat that chooses to participate must bring a new wrapped item and we will draw
numbers to choose your gift – like you have probably done at work at Christmas time. Stealing will be
allowed – but only twice.  The item can be anything you like as long as it is new – re-gifting is okay – it
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can be something useful or nautical or funny or containing alcohol – however it must be new.  Email us if
you have any questions.

Cost: $5.00 per person. Please RSVP before May 11 via the website or email Corinne with your boat
name and expected number of crew so we can plan for food and activities. Pay, register, and sign your
liability form when you arrive.

Anticipate being asked to help out if you tie up … or anchor out!

Visit the website for more information and a tentative schedule.

_______________________________________________
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Mid-Island Sail Training (MIST) 2018

http://currents.bluewatercruising.org/events/mid-island-sail-training-mist-2018/

The Bluewater Cruising Association’s Vancouver Island Chapter is proud to host the fifth annual Mid-
Island Sail Training (MIST) on-the-water event in Nanaimo, May 11-13, 2018.

MIST is dedicated to the development of traditional sailing skills by practice in the “great water
laboratory” at our doorstep, rather than by theory in a classroom setting. MIST  is a weekend of
camaraderie and fun with the goal of making us better sailors in a more basic, practical sense. This is an
excellent hands-on training experience on its own; it is also a good excuse to get out and use the boat
early in the season!  All Fleet members are encouraged to attend; non-Fleet members who are BCA
members in good standing are also welcome.

The main theme this year will be wind vane steering, anchoring in extreme situations and open ocean
safety i.e. jack lines and tethers, lee cloths and sea berths, hand holds.

It is hoped that participants will arrive at the docks at Newcastle Island with their boats, although in the
past we have had “boatless” people who have managed to book berths on other’s boats and have a great
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time.

Assuming most boats will arrive on Friday, attendees are invited to an informal happy hour at 1700h on
Protection Island (Grace and Rob Dodge, hosts).  Please bring a contribution to the evening social. 
Dinner on Saturday will be a potluck, also hosted by Rob and Grace.

Course Outline and Registration Information

For the course outline and additional information click here.

Please note that MIST is limited to 22 people.
Advance registration is mandatory – please email or phone Rob.
Cost per participant is $10 (possibly less), payable upon arrival.

 

_______________________________________________
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Icom M802 Radio: Starting from Scratch with Terry Sparks

http://currents.bluewatercruising.org/events/icom-m802-radio-starting-from-scratch-with-terry-sparks/

Maintaining communications while at sea is one of the critical components of preparing for offshore
voyaging. While new technologies are making communication easier, Single Side Band (SSB) HF radio
is still the primary method of communication for most offshore sailors.

Learn from US radio expert, experienced cruiser and author Terry Sparks. This course is based on
Terry’s excellent book entitled Icom IC-M802 Starting from Scratch. It will cover installation, setup and
operation of the Icom M802 HF SSB radio, the industry standard for long distance radio communication
at sea.

Topics include:

Licensing
Components You Need
Installation
Connections
Weatherfax & Email
Pactor Modems
System Testing
Programming the M802
Operating the M802
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Digital Selective Calling
Calls for Help
Making DSC Calls to Friends
Recommendations Prior to Heading Offshore

Terry Sparks will present via video conferencing technology, courtesy of SMART Technologies.  The
course fee includes lunch and Terry’s book  Icom IC-M802 Starting from Scratch.

_______________________________________________
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Understanding Tides and Currents

http://currents.bluewatercruising.org/events/understanding-tides-currents/

A good understanding of west coast tides and currents can mean the difference between a smooth ride and
a rough ride. For many, navigating Johnstone Strait and the rapids of the Inside Passage is a new
challenge. You may be surprised to learn that planning a trip north of Campbell River is not as difficult as
you thought—Johnstone Strait and the nearby tidal rapids form an incredibly complex hydraulic system,
but in a number of very important ways, it is predictable.

By the end of the course, participants will:

have general strategies for managing tidal currents
know how to plan for tidal currents to assist (rather than resist) a vessel’s progress
know how to read the tide and current tables
have specific strategies for managing Johnstone Strait and Cordero Channels as well as other tidal
rapids

Though the specific focus is on the West Coast, participant learnings are applicable to tide and current
interactions world-wide. The seminar also includes practice calculation of proper timing.

Instructor

Kevin Monahan is an experienced captain, retired Canadian Coast Guard officer, and author of “The
Radar Book: Effective Navigation and Collision Avoidance”.
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Weather Strategies for the Inside Passage

http://currents.bluewatercruising.org/events/weather-strategies-inside-passage/

This course focuses on the unique weather patterns of the west coast, and how to make decisions based on
weather forecasts. BC coastal weather patterns are confusing if you don’t understand the basic forces that
shape the local weather in the Georgia Strait, Johnstone Strait and the North Coast. Once you understand
the dynamics of the most common weather patterns that occur in the region, you can develop strategies
that take advantage of the weather patterns for a more comfortable and more enjoyable cruise.

Participants will also be introduced to key concepts of mid-latitude depressions, offshore highs, and
inflow and outflow winds, and their interactions with the geography of the Inside Passage. Certain
locations must be avoided in certain winds, and other places offer safe passage even during high winds.

Note:  The seminar is not intended to teach actual forecasting of large scale weather patterns. Participants
will be shown how to apply the information in weather forecasts and local weather reports to better
understand actual conditions in specific locations on the water.
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Instructor

Kevin Monahan is an experienced captain, retired Canadian Coast Guard officer, and author of: Local
Knowledge: A Skipper’s Reference (Tacoma to Ketchikan) and The Radar Book: Effective Navigation and
Collision Avoidance.  

_______________________________________________
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