
Currents
The Official Magazine of the Bluewater Cruising Association

                                     1 / 48



Currents
The Official Magazine of the Bluewater Cruising Association

Table Of Contents

Stories from VICE 2016 .................................................. 3
Solo Woman Sailor Takes on the Great Loop ................................... 7
Witnessing a Tragedy in the Making ........................................ 15
What is Normal Anyway? ............................................... 21

Celebrating the "Fleet of 2016" ............................................ 26
BCA Volunteers Get Coordinated! ......................................... 31

Getting Internet on a Boat! The Cruiser's WiFi Dilemma ......................... 33

Solar PV Charge Controllers ............................................. 37

Water And Ground – Are They The Same? ................................... 39
Calgary Club Night - Welcome Back and Appy Potluck! .......................... 43
Vancouver Club Night - From Rat Race To "Alternative" Lifestyle .................. 44

Introducing Cathy Norrie, Calgary Chapter Vice Commodore! ..................... 46

                                     2 / 48



Currents
The Official Magazine of the Bluewater Cruising Association

Stories from VICE 2016

http://currents.bluewatercruising.org/articles/stories-vice-2016/

It was calm leaving the strait of Juan de Fuca after our 02:00h departure. Southerly wind allowed us to
motor sail out. The group stayed fairly close until near Pachena Pt., when we turned SW and headed off
on a reach in the afternoon. The wind piped up around suppertime, and built to 20-25 NW. Despite the
relatively light breeze, the seas were kind of nasty: 1-2m swell from two different directions plus some
wind chop, made it quite unpredictable. We couldn’t really stand without being hurled across the cabin,
and everyone got a bit queasy, one fairly badly.

The odd breaking wave sluiced our decks. We ended up taking two reefs and switched to our staysail
overnight to simplify our watches. The “rough” conditions kept up through the night, but we made about
8.5 knots to the SW throughout, and turned around at 04:30h about 100 miles offshore.
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 VICE 2016

Conditions settled around noon and we had a great sail back to the strait of Juan de Fuca, hoisting our
spinnaker about 20 miles out, with lots of whales in sight – humpbacks, greys and orcas!

 Sighting of an orca
whale on VICE

The return down the Strait was uneventful, with very little traffic, and few fishing boats in sight. Dawn at
Race Rocks with a 30knot tailwind was spectacular!
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We learned a lot, and gained a ton of confidence in our boat. The only incident was a spinnaker pole
coming loose from the mast when hoisted for a dip-pole jibe, crashing to the deck about two feet away
from my head!

Luckily no harm done, other than a dent in the pole. A backup lanyard on the pole will now be part of our
routine.

                                     5 / 48



Currents
The Official Magazine of the Bluewater Cruising Association

About The Author

Rob Boeckh and Marina Steele

Andromeda I - Taswell 43'

Rob and Marina are BCA members who cruise the waters of the Pacific Northwest.
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Solo Woman Sailor Takes on the Great Loop

http://currents.bluewatercruising.org/articles/solo-woman-sailor-takes-great-loop/

After the 2016 May Rendezvous, Vancouver Chapter member, Ken Christie, located solo woman skipper,
Tanya Binford, who did the Great Loop on the Eastern seaboard.

Loop? What’s a Loop?

It is not open ocean sailing, but precise circumnavigating of the eastern United States and through
Southern Ontario, using canals, rivers, and open ocean.

There are songs about this: ‘How Many Locks Today?’ and ‘That Raging Canawl’. They are good old
folk songs. Then the one, ‘I Love Sailing’, is another song, but for another story.

Let’s Go Find Out About the Great Loop

Tanya Binford, a pixie of a woman, did it all. As a small woman, she jokes that she is shorter than the
average fifth grader.
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 Single-hander, Tanya Binford.

Setting her sailboat aside, she chose the most appropriate boat, a 25-foot Ranger Tug, which needed some
upgrades. She took a year off work in 2014 to make a journey of over 5,000 miles. Here is part of our
interview:

Ken: How did you decide to take such a journey? Did you grow up on a sailboat?

Tanya: For most of my life, I lived in the desert and only dreamed of sailing. I originally wanted to go
sailing for six months. I moved from Arizona to the North Carolina coast, so I could live in a boating
community. My son came along with me to North Carolina, so we both learned how to sail. After buying
a couple of small boats, I bought a 28-foot sailboat. The open Atlantic Ocean and Caribbean were within
reach, but then I learned about the Great Loop, which made much more sense to me than solo sailing
across the Atlantic. I liked the idea of being around other people for my first journey and started
researching what I would need. When I bought my tug, I added some swirly girlie-girl décor to her
masculine lines, and christened her Annabelle, after my granddaughter.

Ken: Did you have any experiences in which you felt it was difficult for you, because you are a woman,
never mind just being new to boat life?

Tanya: Initially, both men and women thought I was crazy to do the Loop on my own. Some people
didn’t take me seriously at all. My knowledge of boating was minimal at first. The first time my son and I
rented a boat, the oil alarm went off. We stopped at a marina to get oil and the storekeeper asked if we
needed two-stroke or four. We had no idea what he was talking about. That same day, we almost sunk, we
ran aground, and we learned about channel markers. Despite it all, we both still wanted more.

When I bought my first boat, I went to a local marine store to purchase a VHF radio. The clerk looked
down at me and said, “Sweetheart, save your money and just use your cellphone.” My son was furious.
Fortunately, that store clerk was the exception; most people were very helpful.

A local dockmaster took me out to find an outboard motor for my dinghy. I had been told to get a
Yamaha, 2-stroke, and brand new. The dockmaster took me to this one shop, which happened to have
some older outboards, from before they stopped making 2-strokes, and still brand-new. And yes, it was a
Yamaha. Our local aluminum welder designed and built a crane on Annabelle and made a housing unit
for my outboard motor, which I could easily maneuver from my boat onto the dinghy. The crane was
multi-purpose and helped me avoid any back injuries.

When I had mechanical issues on my boat, I think it was easier for me to get help because I’m a woman.
Men were especially supportive when they saw me trying to fix things on my own.

While on the Erie Canal, a local woman took me and my bike to a bicycle shop so I could get a new
chain, but I wonder if she would’ve done the same for a man. Other times, men took me to marine shops
to get parts when I needed them. I was offered rides to grocery stores, and even offered hot baths in
people’s homes. At one marina, during a particularly stormy day, the dockmaster and his wife offered to
let me spend the night at their home. So, to be perfectly honest, I think being a single woman was an
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advantage, as supportive people noticed my efforts.

Ken: Let’s talk about the work side. How long did it take you to prepare and go on the trip?

Tanya: Once I moved to the coast, I spent the three years learning about sailing and boating, while I still
worked full-time. After the second year, I began to focus and bought my Ranger Tug. The list of
preparations never seemed to end. I would finish two tasks and add three more to the list. The voyage
took me 6 months, while most boaters take a year to do the Great Loop. Some friends took 14 years, as
they flew back and forth to home to continue working.

Ken: How did you do it so quickly? You said you appreciated nature a lot.

Tanya: I actually went quite slowly, averaging 7 knots. On traveling days, I averaged about 50 miles per
day. Being alone on a small boat, I learned quickly that wind, weather, and seas determined when I would
travel and where I would spend time. Most boaters that do the Great Loop are on much larger vessels,
many on 40’ to 50’ boats, and some are even on 60’ boats, which could handle more than my little boat.
At times, I bypassed the spots I was told I “must stop”, simply because the weather was great and the seas
were calm. Although I spent most of my nights at marinas, there were plenty of quiet anchorages along
the way. My favorite part of the day was waking up before sunrise, so I could enjoy my coffee as the sun
came up and the water was peaceful.

Ken: Did you ever feel like you weren’t safe on your boat? Women can have more intuition than men.

Tanya: There were times I was definitely scared, but usually it had to do with the waters or situation. For
instance, that moment when a rogue wave is coming at you and you have to brace yourself as you see the
wall of water approaching, then find yourself momentarily in utter darkness.

Ken: What about feeling safe regarding the people around you? Like when you docked?

Tanya: Mostly, I found everyone to be incredibly helpful. Once I got a text from another “Looper”, also
single-handing, and he asked why I avoided a free dock. I responded that if I didn’t feel safe or
comfortable, then I’d stay somewhere else. I had to trust my intuition. On one occasion, I avoided a free
dock where many “Loopers” stay overnight, only to hear a story a few weeks later about a “Looper” who
had a bad experience with some young thugs trying to untie their dock lines in the middle of the night.

Ken: Were there ever times when you got into trouble because you didn’t listen to your gut?

Tanya: Yes, we all have that hindsight. When I was first preparing for the trip, I thought there was a
problem with my engine mounts. Two different marine shops looked at the mounts and told me they were
fine. However, within a week of leaving my home port, I was in rough seas crossing the Albemarle
Sound, and my stuffing box started leaking. Well, more like pouring. At the marina where I had docked,
there was an auto mechanic who took a look at Annabelle, and informed me of the cracked engine
mounts. This could have been taken care of ahead of time, and if I would’ve known better, I might have
pushed the issue harder before the trip.

Ken: So this Great Loop Voyage, my BCA folks don’t get it, they generally deal with big seas. Were you
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mostly in protected waters?

Tanya: The Great Loop is diverse in the types of waters. It is like a Rendezvous Pot Luck Dinner, where
you get a little of everything, from inland canals and rivers, to lakes and open ocean.

Ken: Now that sounds like a worthwhile experience. Were there any bluewater sailboats doing the Loop?
Any dock parties?

Tanya: There was only one sailboat that I ever travelled with and they only did a ‘half-loop’, going up
from Florida, then through the Erie, and up the St. Lawrence Seaway, back to the Atlantic, and then back
to Florida. Keep in mind that there are many bridges to go under, including a 19-foot bridge. Sailboats
have to take their masts down for a large portion of the trip. Mostly, “Loopers” are on trawlers or power
boats.

Ken: You mentioned that you learned how to sail with your son. Why didn’t you take him as crew? I
have reports from women that they had to maintain ultimate patience and forgiveness in sharing a voyage
where they did all the work. Like being the only deck monkey, rebuilding the holding tank at sea, always
night watch, daytime cooking, and getting yelled at.

Tanya: Ken, let’s hope that most men don’t think of women that way. But there are going to be two
parts to answer your question.

Whenever I was on any boat with my son, he’d start telling me what to do and how to do it, then I’d get
frustrated and hand him control. He was willing to take risks that I wouldn’t take. Yes, there were
adjustments and boundaries I could see the need for. I had four boats altogether. The first was a $1,000
beater boat, which died quickly. The second was a fishing boat, which my son took out all the time. The
third was a sailboat, which he ended up living on, while I worked to pay the bills. So, when I finally got
the Ranger Tug, I made it clear it was my boat and only my boat. He could stay away on the sailboat.

The second part of the answer is that I needed to quit financially supporting my grown son. I needed to
cut that cord. I wasn’t helping him learn how to be a self-supporting, independent adult as long as I was
paying for everything. It was hard for me to do, because I wanted to help my son. Sometimes offering
financial support isn’t helpful, it’s just easier.

Ken: What about taking other people with you as nice energy crew? And the dock parties?

Tanya: Even for me, my boat felt quite small for such a long journey. I had my Mom aboard for three
nights, and we were very cramped. We anchored out one night, and spent the next at a fixed dock, with an
8’ tide, making it difficult for either of us to get on or off the boat. One man offered to be ‘paid crew’ for
me and told me straight-out that I couldn’t do the trip alone. He was really obnoxious, and although I’d
like to imagine he was trying to be helpful, I couldn’t imagine spending ten minutes with him, much less
six months. I’d want someone I was intimately comfortable with, the right person.

Most of the couples whom I met doing the Loop had been married for 30 years or more, and I imagine
there was tension in the tight quarters on their larger boats.
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There were a few days I was fortunate to have boating companions. At the Big Chute Lock in the Trent-
Severn Waterway, I asked a stranger to go through with me, just for the fun of it. He had been going there
for decades, since he was a young boy, watching the boats go through, but had never gone through the
lock himself. We sat quietly on the bow of the boat, taking pictures. When I went through Chicago,
another “Looper” came through the city with me, since her and her husband’s boat was too tall to go
under the Chicago bridges.

Ken: BCA has a course on ‘The Psychology of Cruising’. Umm, you’re not ready to tell me about the
near-crash with the barge are you? Or the dock parties?

Tanya: I’m still feeling pretty humble about the near-crash. I was focused on a decision I needed to make
a couple miles up the river, instead of what was happening right in front of me. Fortunately, I’m still here
to be able to talk about it.

Ken’s Notes: Tanya’s journey was not just one of learning and self-discovery; she shared the trials and
tribulations of her ancestors.

History of the Erie Canal

Long layoff periods between hauls, stretches spent in port loading and unloading cargo and passengers,
and waiting in line at locks provided canal-ers a great deal of leisure time. Recreational activities included
fighting, playing games, and racing anything from caterpillars to frogs. Perhaps the most popular
diversion, and one that provided entertainment for all ages and types, was music. Canal travellers and
boat crews had an apparent inclination towards song, and it became the most enduring and recognizable
feature of Erie Canal culture.
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 Charcoal drawing of one of the locks in the Waterford sequence of locks.

Canal Songs

Lionel Wyld, in his book Low Bridge! Folklore and the Erie Canal, divides canal music into three
categories: songs about the canal, sung by canal-ers; songs that gained popularity at the inns and taverns
along the towpath; and imported music, brought from other waterways and regions. Here are some lyrics
from one of those songs.

 

 

About The Author

Ken Christie

Blue Rose - DeKleer Bros. 30 Sloop

Ken Christie has been a BCA member since 2010. He organized the 2015 Peterson Cup Cruisers Rally,
and is organizing, and will participate in, this year’s PCCR. Another of Ken’s claims to fame is that he
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has a talent for locating solo women sailors. When not cruising BC waters, Ken’s 30’ Fraser sloop, Blue
Rose, lies ready under the Burrard Street Bridge.

_______________________________________________
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Witnessing a Tragedy in the Making

http://currents.bluewatercruising.org/articles/witnessing-tragedy-making/

“Hello. This is Cordon (not the real boat name). We’ve gone aground.  We’ve lost our anchor and chain
and our boat’s washed up on the beach”.

Those were the words from a shaken woman speaking on channel16 on the VHF radio at 0450h on
Saturday, April 23. The drama unfolded over the next 3.5 hours as a very windy night became a gusty
dawn, in our rolly anchorage at Bahia San Quentin on the Baja Peninsula. The 40’ sailboat was anchored
a mile south of us and 110 miles south of Ensenada, Mexico.

Cordon arrived at San Quintin on Friday, April 22 seeking what little shelter the wide open, shallow bay
afforded, since the building seas were making safe passages north or south questionable.  Sometime
during the early hours of Saturday morning, Cordon lost its anchor and chain and drifted 2.5 miles east in
20 knot winds, while the owners slept below, only to awaken when they went aground on the lee shore to
the east, during a falling tide.

We were also in San Quintin seeking shelter, having made the decision late Thursday afternoon that it
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was better to change course and motor sail northeast towards the exposed-to-the-wind but none-the-less
safe anchorage of San Quintin, instead of pounding into heavy seas and continuing on towards Ensenada.
We had plenty of food and water on-board and could stay at anchor for a number of days or even a week
or two, if necessary, rather than risk damage to ourselves or Falcon VII.  Had we continued, we were
faced with at least 24 more hours of constantly pounding into head seas to reach the safety and protection
of Ensenada Harbour. For the last 26 years of cruising, whenever we’ve left an anchorage we’ve pre-
determined a ‘bail out’ spot for just such a purpose.  Though we’ve rarely had to use it, this was one of
those times.

When we arrived after dark on Thursday evening, April 21, we spotted one other boat called Fairy
Tale anchored near the northern point of Bahia San Quintin.  Fairy Tale was a Catalina 30 and the female
skipper was single handing her south from Ensenada to La Paz and also seeking shelter. We radioed back
and forth with Fairy Tale on Friday as the winds built, both of us relieved to be safely at anchor.  We
enjoyed reading and relaxing for the first time in a week while doing the Bash north to Ensenada, even
though our boat was rolling from side to side fairly severely. Cordon arrived in the anchorage Friday
morning, followed a few hours later by Ultegra, a Beneteau First 415 heading north to Ensenada from
Cabo San Lucas.

BCA Vancouver sailboat Ultegra arrived near dusk Friday evening and the skipper had a quick dinner
then headed to bed, exhausted.  We were loosely buddy boating with Ultegra’s skipper, Dennis Giraud,
who lives in Vancouver, having both left Cabo San Lucas the previous weekend, anxious to finally start
the passage to Ensenada.  When Ultegra’s engine developed overheating problems in Turtle Bay, he was
forced to shut it down and sail, single handing nearly 200 miles to San Quentin, before continuing to
Ensenada.
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 The rugged Ensenada coastline. (CC BY SA 3.0 Unported)

With San Diego’s proximity to the Baja Peninsula, the US Coast Guard often monitor Channel 16
transmissions in Mexican waters.  The Coast Guard radio operator picked up the transmission between 
Ultegra and Falcon VII when he alerted us of his situation.  The radio operator contacted Ultegra and
established a radio schedule to stay in touch with Dennis during his three-day passage to Bahia San
Quintin, to update his position and ensure he was safe. We have always been very impressed with the
United States Coast Guard and this was one more example of their professionalism and great value to the
boating community.   Jim and I were very relieved when Dennis sailed into sight from the south end of
San Quintin’s expanse, just before dark on Friday, April 22, after a long but uneventful sail.  He was in
excellent spirits but physically exhausted. Fortunately he was able to run his diesel engine without
overheating, just long enough to anchor beside us in the swelly, shallow bay.  By this time the seas and
winds were building and he was concerned that his overheating engine might not start again if a problem
arose during the night. Since we had been in frequent VHF communication with him during his three-day
passage, we assured him we would continue to monitor Channel 16 overnight in case he needed
assistance.

We headed to bed around 2300h and eventually drifted off to sleep in the constant motion of Falcon VII. 
Northerly winds were blowing in the low 20’s by this time. When we heard Cordon’s urgent call on the
VHF at 0450h, Jim jumped out of bed and headed to the VHF to respond. We knew that it was unlikely
anyone in authority outside the bay would have heard the call because of the geographic nature of our
location, which included three volcanic peaks to the north, and prevented a VHF radio signal from
travelling very far.  Jim radioed the skipper that we unfortunately didn’t feel we could physically assist,
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as we would go aground in anything less than 7’ of water and Cordon was already in 5’.  In addition to
how shallow the water was where Cordon had gone aground, the tide was falling, making it impossible
for us to approach them in Falcon VII.  We even contemplated launching our inflatable dinghy, but again
felt it unsafe to traverse the open bay in the gusty conditions with the building and confused seas. 
Fortunately, since we had cell coverage and a phone number for the US Coast Guard in San Diego, we
immediately phoned them to apprise them of the situation and they relayed the information to the
Mexican Navy.  We provided Cordon’s coordinates and relayed that the damaged vessel was being
pushed further onto the shore in breaking waves.  To begin with, Cordon’s skipper was opposed to
involving the Mexican Navy, preferring to find someone on shore who could help him once daylight
arrived and businesses were open, as he couldn’t afford to pay for a tow from the Navy.  Jim radioed
back and reassured him that the Navy would not charge him if he, his crew or his vessel were at risk, an
idea which he eventually accepted. As it turned out, an 80’ Mexican Navy cutter was relatively close and
was able to make radio contact with Cordon’s skipper.  They maneuvered their ship so they were within
site of the vessel in distress.

For the next hour, we monitored multiple transmissions between the Mexican Navy, the sailboat skipper
and his distraught wife.  We could tell from the wife’s voice, often speaking in the background, that she
was very shaky, panicky and extremely anxious, while the skipper seemed somewhat unconcerned in
comparison, perhaps not coming to terms yet with the severity of their situation. We thought he might be
physically and psychologically exhausted and unable to think clearly, since he repeatedly told the
Mexican Navy cutter that he only needed his boat to be towed to a boat yard where it could be lifted out
of the water and he could check for damages.

Little progress was made about a rescue plan over the next two hours between the Navy and the ill-fated
sailboat being pounded onto shore.  Short transmissions and pleas from Cordon were interspersed with
long periods of radio silence.  We tried to visualize what might be happening on the Navy cutter.  We
tried to imagine ourselves as both the people in distress and the Navy personnel helping them.  We
realized that all attempts to help needed to be well thought out before any action was taken. One
challenge appeared to be the difficulty in communicating between the English speaking boat owners and
the Mexican Navy radio operator, whose second language was English.   At times we had trouble
understanding him due to his strong Mexican accent.  Perhaps he wasn’t the usual radio operator but the
only crew on board with passable English.

Over the next hour, he intermittently radioed a series of questions, which revealed the identities of the
skipper and his wife and that Cordon had been on a non-stop passage from San Fransisco for 14 days.
They had entered Bahia San Quintin because they were exhausted, everything was wet down below and
their sails were torn.  The Navy then ascertained that the engine was still working while they were being
pounded in the surf.  The operator repeatedly asked if they should wait while Cordon’s skipper contacted
his insurance company and the skipper repeatedly responded that he didn’t have any boat insurance.
Around dawn the skipper radioed that there were locals yelling at them from the beach that wanted to
help, but he couldn’t understand them; the noise of the wind howling  hindered further attempts at
communication with those on the beach.

Around 0630h Cordon’s skipper informed the Navy that his engine had finally failed and they now
urgently needed a tow away from shore.  A moment later his sobbing wife came on Channel 16 and made
another tearful plea to the Navy and to us to help them.  She thought they were leaving the scene and she
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begged them to stay. Her voice was full of emotion when she added that she didn’t even know if the
skipper was still on-board, since he had gone out on deck and hadn’t returned.  We felt helpless just
listening to her, but didn’t want to confuse communication by giving our emotional support over the
radio.  The Navy’s response to the woman’s pleas was that they were not leaving.  We felt that the two
people on board needed emotional encouragement over the radio to keep their morale up, but at that point
decided not to butt into the conversation. On several occasions, the operator asked if they wanted to be
taken off the boat but the skipper kept refusing, repeatedly asking for a tow to a boat yard to assess
damage.  It was clear to us that even a 20’ long boat with a powerful outboard engine would have trouble
reaching them with the surf breaking as it was.  We felt great empathy for the skipper and his wife. We
listened and slowly ate our breakfast in the safety and protection of our sturdy, comfortable sailboat.  I
had tears streaming down my face, envisioning how wet, cold, frightened and helpless they must have felt
and knowing how helpless we felt sitting only a two short miles away.

Jim and I talked at length about whether it was appropriate for us to intervene and contact Cordon’s
skipper on Channel 16 to let him know that the closest haul out facility was not nearby in the village of
San Quintin, but rather in the Port of Ensenada, 110 miles to the north and impossible to reach due to the
current severe weather conditions.  We agreed that the skipper needed to know that information and
transmitted accordingly. Cordon’s skipper was unaware that there was a weather system brewing outside
the Bay, perhaps because he was so fatigued.  Jim then respectfully suggested that the skipper should start
thinking about what his other options might be.  He said that he felt that it was time for the skipper to put
the safety of his crew and himself above that of his boat, even if it meant abandoning his boat. Eventually 
Cordon’s skipper acknowledged the severity of his situation and said he would give thought to
abandoning ship.  A moment later he radioed back that the Navy personnel had just arrived on-board and
he had to go. He then radioed again to say that they were going to abandon ship after all. He thanked us
for our help and we wished them well as they started gathering the few documents and belongings they
could in preparation for leaving their sailboat to the ravages of the pounding surf.

For the rest of the day Jim and I felt crushed, like we had a huge weight on our shoulders having
witnessed such an unfortunate tragedy.  Hearing the skipper say they were going to abandon ship
saddened us incredibly.  We didn’t know the couple on Cordon, but as cruisers we have communicated
with hundreds of fellow cruisers over the VHF radio, and even though we may not actually meet in
person, a bond is formed.  Since we had obtained Cordon’s skipper’s cell phone number, we contacted
them a few days later and found out that local missionaries were putting them up in San Quintin and
would provide transportation to the Mexican border.  They were not doing well and he sounded very
disheartened with their situation.

Knowing what terrible circumstances the crew of Cordon faced became an opportunity for us to discuss
how we could improve our own safety procedures on Falcon VII.  These now include:

Monitoring Channel 16 24/7 while cruising and at anchor.  This is a decision each skipper must
make themselves; we are not suggesting every cruiser should do this, but if we hadn’t monitored
Channel 16 that night, no one would have heard Cordon’s cry for help and notified the US Coast
Guard and subsequently the Mexican Navy.  The two single handers in the anchorage didn’t have
their radios on (completely their choice) and slept through the wind-swept night, unaware of what
was happening until after dawn when we filled them in on the VHF radio.
We have also now decided to do hourly anchor checks anytime we are concerned that winds and
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weather warrant, to ensure that our anchor is holding and that the bridle hasn’t chaffed.  Those
checks are done together, with one of us staying in the cockpit, keeping an eye on the other on
deck.  Imagine if one of us fell overboard during an anchor check and the other didn’t realize it
for a few minutes because they were below!
Life jackets are always worn on deck, while doing anchor checks and while underway.
We have downloaded an anchor alarm App onto our iPhone.  We set up the parameters according
to the length of our anchor rode and the distance we could travel before the alarm sounds.  It is a
loud annoying sound that will wake us up to deal with the situation.

We hope the above will help other cruisers open a dialogue about safety procedures on their own boat;
encourage skippers to check their anchors for weak links, frayed rode or rusty chains and to consider
increasing the level of awareness of what can happen to them on a dark and stormy night.

About The Author

Tricia and Jim Bowen

Falcon VII - Kelly-Peterson 46 center cockpit cutter

Tricia’s articles have been published in Pacific Yachting Magazine, Currents Magazine, the Times
Colonist Newspaper and numerous newsletters. Jim’s racing experience led to the position of helmsman
on the HMCS Oriole in the Victoria – Maui Yacht Race. They have cruised together for the past 25 years,
during which time they have circumnavigated Vancouver Island twice, cruised to SE Alaska three times,
and enjoyed countless summer trips up and down BC’s west coast. They have lived aboard their current
boat, a Kelly-Peterson 46 center cockpit cutter, for the last several years. Now retired, they gladly suffer
horizon fever and continue to seek a cure while sailing in Mexico.

_______________________________________________
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What is Normal Anyway?

http://currents.bluewatercruising.org/articles/what-is-normal-anyway/

In Roseau, Dominica, the crew of Ty Dewi find that being anchored beneath, and indistinguishable from,
thousands of cruise ship passengers gives pause for reflection.

“I guess it’s back to normal tomorrow.”

We were at the top of Jack’s Walk, a wonderful half hour climb up steep steps above the Roseau
Botanical Gardens, in Dominica. The fabulous view of the town was all the better for the exertion
required to get there. Unless, like almost all the other people looking down towards the ocean, you had
come up the back road in a taxi with your tour guide, who had met you as you stepped off the cruise ship.
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 A warm welcome awaits from the taxi drivers and souvenir vendors at the Roseau Cruise Ship dock

I was chatting to a few cruise ship passengers who had struck out on their own and walked up this
delightful path. We noted that there were four huge ships in the harbour below, and another just up the
coast at Portsmouth. “How many on your ship?” I asked him. “Seventeen hundred passengers.” So nearly
seven thousand people have stepped onto Dominican soil today; that’s ten percent of the Island’s native
population. Unsurprisingly, the souvenir vendors and taxi drivers were out in force and as white faces, we
were just another dollar-laden target, as we always are in such places. The people I was chatting to, a very
pleasant English couple from somewhere in the Midlands, noted the enormous amount of commercial
attention that surrounds their arrival, and made the remark with which I began this posting.

Yet it won’t be ‘back to normal’ tomorrow, because this is what passes for normal now. Five ships
appear to be a little exceptional, but most days they see at least two or more of these immense, floating
cities arrive. They travel at night, saving their guests from the tedium of voyaging and tying up to their
host cities in the early hours of the morning. Come seven or eight o’clock, after the restaurants have
served whatever wonderful breakfasts they provide, the doors open onto the quayside and pale faced,
culture shocked visitors step out into the waiting arms of thousands of locals. This provides tremendous
income and employment; most of these islands derive the majority of their overseas revenue from tourism
and the cruise ships are a big part of this. Huge docks are built to make it easy to stroll right into the heart
of old world Creole Caribbean. Here in Roseau, the main waterfront street is filled with a market;
beautiful shops; a very nice visitor centre and museum, and a very sizable taxi rank. It is also barricaded
at each end, patrolled by police officers and off limits to any locals not holding a suitable ID badge or
reason for being there.
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 Cruise ships dominate the town of Roseau, Dominica

There is no doubt that this tourism brings enormous benefits to these islands and few would want
Dominica, for example, to remain locked in a sad cycle of declining agriculture and trade disputes over
banana subsidies. But it is also living proof of the fact that you can’t observe something without changing
it. The unspoiled beauty of the island is clearly being changed forever by the influx of visitors and, more
importantly, so is the approach and attitude of those who live here. Like the British view of the American
tourist, any white face near a cruise ship dock fits the stereotype of the cash-rich day tripper out to ‘do’
as many sights as possible in minimum time.

On the larger scale, the carbon impact of these holidays must be enormous. Whilst Europeans cruise for
two weeks, Americans typically only have a week or even three days. There are long flights at each end
of this, as well as a huge amount of fuel oil required to push a small town through the water fast enough
to be at the next stop by morning.

I also wonder what the cruise experience is like and why does it appeal so much? In this, we are perhaps
closer than I would care to admit to these passengers. Whilst our fuel consumption is mercifully lower,
we too flit from island to island, rarely staying longer than a week and only getting the briefest glimpse
into the life of these places. We never get the time to break far through the barriers of culture and
experience and get close to the people who live here. Many people who take a two week holiday in a
hotel will probably see more of any given island than we do, and may even get more time to pause and
explore in some detail. In six months here, we will only get a taste and cannot really claim to be anything
more than tourists. But I hope we see and experience more than those who drop in for one short day
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before sailing off again.

 The view from the lookout at the top of Jack’s Walk, Roseau

The cruise seems perfect for ‘box ticking’. Been there, and there, oh yes, there too, it was OK. On the
delightful, sensuous walk up from the botanical gardens, we met a lady slowly making her way up the
path. She commented that her companions had wanted to run up it, so they were off ahead. Why would
you travel halfway around the world and choose to run up a path through tropical rain forest, iguanas, bird
life and other marvels? Oh, Roseau, yes, went there – good view from the top of the hill, ran up in seven
minutes forty three. Left Bob in the dust.

Perhaps it comes back to the ‘normal’ question. When daily life at home and work is so fast paced, so
busy and crammed with things and experiences, a holiday that provides new soundbites and snapshots
each day avoids the uncomfortable challenge of having to deal with sitting still with not much to do. The
cruise is perfect for avoiding contemplation and confrontation. Don’t like the place where you are? Wait
till tomorrow, it’s a new island. On our extended cruise, we have a little more time for contemplation and
occasionally have to confront a few truths as well. But we too, can run away from a port we don’t like;
change our outlook and setting at will, and fill the next week with something different. So perhaps, we
really do have more in common with cruise ship passengers. Maybe I have to be more careful in my
haughty disdain of the brief visitor, and sometimes we do envy those who can return to their ship for a
long hot shower, a swim in the pool and dinner in the penthouse restaurant.

About The Author
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Nick Ward

Ty Dewi - Young Sun 43 Pilothouse

In 2007, Nick Ward and his young family emigrated from England to Canada, by way of a two year
cruise from England to the Caribbean and the Eastern Seaboard of the USA. They, and, Ty Dewi, now
live in the Comox Valley on Vancouver Island. 

_______________________________________________
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Celebrating the "Fleet of 2016"

http://currents.bluewatercruising.org/articles/celebrating-fleet-2016/

During the past couple of months, it has again been a great privilege to meet those BCA members who
are casting off the dock lines and transitioning from “Dreamers” to “Do-ers”, as they set sail south
towards Mexico and beyond.   The presentation of the leaver or bon voyage packages is a long standing
BCA tradition and a highlight of the year for me in my role as Commodore.  And, not surprisingly, the
presentations also bring back a flood of memories as I remember and relive our own experience as we
prepared and then set sail for French Polynesia 10 years ago.
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 Henk and Lisa Benckhuysen, SV Harlequin; Dennis & Kandyce Hiebert, SV Lemanee; Scott Doran and
Laurie Ritchie, SV Muskoka

There is always such a rush when BCA members have the opportunity to congratulate the leavers and
wish them “fair winds”. This was the case at the May Rendezvous, VI June BBQ and Vancouver Fleet
BBQ, and exciting to hear their plans for the first year.  It is also incredibly heartwarming to hear the
“thank-you’s” expressed by the leavers to the Fleet Coordinators; in particular, mentors, watchkeepers
(especially Education) and the Association in general.  BCA is undoubtedly a unique organization in the
cruising world!
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 Tony Roberts and Karin
Lengger, SV Mayaluga with Commodore Jennifer Handley

Other, more private presentations have been held in Sidney boat yards, and on the docks in front of The
Empress (just prior to VICE).  All going well, there will be one or two more by October.
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 Sheldon and Grace Muirhead, SV ACapella 1858; Tim and Sandra Johnson, SV Kadens; Jason, Lisa and
Carson Robinson, SV Bloom

This year, it seems virtually everyone is setting sail from the west coast and heading to Mexico, where
there will be numerous other BCA members (the “currently cruising” bunch) to extend a warm welcome
and share the best kept secrets, tips, tricks and techniques for enjoying all that Mexico has to offer. From
there, cruisers are planning to head to the Caribbean, South Pacific and  beyond – we wish all of them
Godspeed, fair winds, following seas, and the hope to stay in touch.

The “Fleet of 2016” joins another approximately 50+ BCA boats from all three Chapters that are already
“currently cruising”.  The BCA burgee flies proudly in anchorages and marinas around the world, and
can often be found hanging in club houses and bars, left by sailors grateful for the welcome received and
assistance rendered.

Many cruisers remain members of BCA while exploring the world and are happy to share their
adventures, either by giving permission to BCA to list their blog on our website (check out the cruising
blogs here) and/or by writing articles for Currents (an easy way to reduce membership dues). Those of us
who remain at home thus have the opportunity to follow along and share in the joys and inevitable
frustrations that come with passage making and living aboard.

Lastly, I would be remiss not to acknowledge that life has inevitably interfered with the cruising plans of
other members who had planned to leave in 2016.  We assure you of our continuing support as they hope
for a departure in 2017.  And I am sure that all of us, regardless of whether we are dreamers, doers or
doners, have nothing but good wishes for all who are setting sail.  We look forward to hearing of your
adventures; we stand ready to offer help and advice when asked for, and we look forward to welcoming
you home sometime in the future.
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Feature photo:  Price and Gail Powell (boat name not yet public); and Greg Harms and Alice
Kloosterboer, SV Anduril

About The Author

Jennifer Handley

Camdeboo - Lavranos 50 Cutter-Rigged Sloop

Jennifer Handley and Campbell Good sailed Camdeboo to the South Pacific in 2006 with their two
daughters, a niece, nephew and Jennifer’s brother. By the time Camdeboo returned to Victoria in 2011,
she had 25,000 nm under her keel, visited 14 countries and 27 people had come aboard as crew. Jennifer
is Commodore of BCA.

_______________________________________________
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BCA Volunteers Get Coordinated!

http://currents.bluewatercruising.org/news/bca-volunteers-get-coordinated/

Most, if not all, of us join Bluewater Cruising Association to prepare ourselves for the grand adventure of
offshore or long-range coastal cruising. We attend club nights and listen to inspiring presentations by
Doers and Doners; take courses ranging from ‘Psychology of Cruising’ to diesel engine maintenance to
understanding weather and other pertinent topics; read Currents and refer to our annual Member
Directory; attend Rendezvous and have fun with other Dreamers, Doers, and Doners!

All of these activities – and a myriad of other activities and tasks – are organized by BCA members, who
volunteer their time and talent to the Association.

In the past, when BCA was a small organization, passing the volunteer torch from one member to another
wasn’t a problem: a bit of friendly pleading, some gentle arm-twisting, and/or other inducements were
often all it took. In some situations, finding a replacement for a position still isn’t an issue. However, in
its 38 years of existence, Bluewater Cruising Association has grown from a very small, one chapter
organization to a large, multi-chapter organization with more than 800 members! Large organizations
need a more formal structure, and so it is with BCA.
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At its March 2016 Strategic Planning Session, the Board identified six strategic directions. One is
‘Mobilize more members as volunteers.’ The position of Volunteer Coordinator was identified by the
Board as an integral part of the Association’s structure for recruiting, mentoring, and retaining
volunteers.

I’ve agreed to serve as the first Volunteer Coordinator to assist the Board in developing and
implementing a volunteer strategy. The job description is in draft form and the position will be activated
in the fall. Right now, I’m putting you on notice that BCA wants YOU! So please give some thought to
your skills, aptitudes, interests, and experience in the context of volunteering for the Association. To
paraphrase Anne of Green Gables, there’s ‘scope for the imagination’ in volunteering for your favourite
cruising association!

I’ll be in touch soon…

Cover image: Creative Commons CC0.

About The Author

Donna Sassaman, Volunteer Coordinator

Alia - Spencer 44 Sloop

Donna and her husband, Bill, have been members of BCA from 1986 – 1994 and 2002 – present. They
had many wonderful cruising adventures in Mexico, French Polynesia, and Hawaii from 1990 – 1993.
Donna’s BCA volunteer bio includes: Currents’ editor (twice!), annual directory coordinator, VI
communications watchkeeper, VI chapter secretary, and Board secretary. After not very much arm-
twisting, she accepted the challenge of the Volunteer Coordinator position. So, please be kind and say
‘yes’ when Donna approaches you about volunteering! 

_______________________________________________
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Getting Internet on a Boat! The Cruiser's WiFi Dilemma

http://currents.bluewatercruising.org/articles/getting-internet-boat-cruisers-wifi-dilemma/

Let’s face it. It’s an online world these days! Cruisers are constantly looking for ways to get internet
access when away from the dock (and sometimes when they are still tied to the dock!). We hope we have
found the solution.

As we run a business from our boat that requires us to be online regularly, it was our mission to get
Bloom rigged and ready to get the best possible internet connection while we are out cruising in the Gulf
Islands; harbour hopping down the West Coast, and exploring the waters of Mexico. We are currently
very spoiled as our marina has a ‘hard-wired’ coax connection from our router straight to the power
tower on the dock, that gives us high speed internet access through our local provider, here in Victoria,
BC. As soon as we leave, this special privilege is gone and we are faced with the task of trying to get
online without it.

Typically, this means trying to connect to ‘open’ (unlocked) WiFi networks, which is often impossible
from close to shore, let alone farther away! Some restaurants and resorts offer their passwords if you are
using their facilities, which may work great when you are sitting in their coffee shop, but by the time you
dinghy back out to your boat, the signal is pretty sad.
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There are quite a few WiFi-boosting solutions out there, from the Rogue Wave to the Wirie, which all
offer different ranges, setups and features. These essentially are an external antenna that you mount
outside of your boat and connect via ethernet cord to a router inside your boat to boost the WiFi signal
coming into your boat; and creating your own password-protected ‘network’ from it. Again, you are
restricted by the quality of WiFi being broadcast around you with this option.

After loads of reading through blogs, product reviews, forums and Panbo.com, I discovered that it was
also possible to integrate a cellular-signal booster into the mix. This means that in addition to boosting
WiFi signals, you can also boost cellular signals to allow connection via a cellular provider’s data
offering! This seemed like the perfect solution for us.

Although a nerd at heart and quite ‘tech savvy’, I didn’t feel well-versed enough to hand craft my own
solution and buy all of the components I would need and set them up on the boat. This lead me to
seriously consider the Wirie Pro, which is an all-in-one solution and offers both a WiFi booster and a
cellular booster in one device. It gets mounted outside of the boat with one simple cord coming inside to
give it DC power. Simple to setup and simple to use. However, with a $700 USD price-tag and a terrible
Canadian exchange rate, this little baby would have set us back over $1000 Canadian. And I was not able
to get enough feedback from West Coast or more specifically, Mexican cruisers, to make me feel really
confident in its abilities. Also, with only a 10-day money-back guarantee, I was worried that by the time
we received it in Canada, set it up, tried it out, etc. the 10 day window would be closed and we could
possibly be stuck with a $1000 unit that didn’t work for us.

Enter in Coastal Marine WiFi! I was referred to CMW by a fellow cruiser who had recently purchased
their WiFi booster and was very happy with the service he received from the company’s owner, Phil. I
connected with Phil to ask about the possibilities of his system allowing for a cellular booster as well; and
‘Project: Internet’ was born onboard Bloom. Phil advised me that it most certainly could be done and he
would help me to achieve my ideal setup. He was extremely colloquial in his discussions with me about
the setup and worked with me through the details of getting everything working. Overall, it was a
fantastic experience and we were so pleased to be able to support a local business! In the end, here is what
we’ve now got set up on Bloom:

1. Coastal Marine WiFi Antenna mounted on our Bimini frame and connected via Ethernet cable to
the POE device that comes with it, then to our router

2. Peplink Pepwave Surf SOHO 3G/4G Router
3. Wilson Electronics Marine Dual Band Cellular High Gain Antenna mounted on our Bimini frame

and connected via low-loss coax cable (available at www.air802.com) to a
4. weBoost Drive 4G-X Cell phone Signal Booster mounted inside the boat, which is then connected

to a
5. Aircard Sierra 340U USB Modem (purchased on eBay) that is unlocked for all networks (this was

a tricky one to find as we had to make sure it would work on Mexico’s TelCel network) The USB
modem/dongle is then connected to a

6. USB 2.0 Active Extension Cable, which then connects to the Pepwave Surf SOHO Router,
mentioned above in #2.

The last piece of this solution was a SIM card, which I was able to acquire through my current cellular
provider, Rogers. I was able to add another SIM card to my existing cell phone plan with them, for an
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additional $10/month and share the data I already have. When we venture into the USA this summer, we
can either buy a local pay-as-you-go SIM card from a US provider, or we can use our Rogers SIM card
for an additional $50 CDN per month. The SIM card just pops into the USB modem, which is connected
inside the boat, making it very easy to swap out when you move from country to country. And the
particular one we purchased also shows data used on its LCD display, which is an added bonus. Here is a
‘layman’s view of our set up!

 Bloom Project: Internet

This system (AKA ‘Project: Internet’) allows us to control our boat’s internet via Peplink’s IOS App
and runs solely on DC power. It allows us to set priorities so that if there is unlocked WiFi available, it
connects to it automatically. Then if that WiFi connection becomes unavailable, it automatically toggles
over to the cellular connection- if available. If it picks up the WiFi again, it lops back over to it- always
keeping the free WiFi as a priority. SO awesome! Although this system costed more than the Wirie Pro
would have, I am much more confident in dealing with a local company, especially one like Coastal
Marine Wifi, who gives fantastic personalized service. In addition, the amplification of the antennas is
much stronger than other available systems. We find it to be much more robust all-around. I would not
hesitate in referring other cruisers looking for this solution, or just a WiFi one to Coastal Marine WiFi in
Saanich, B.C.
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We have completed the setup and tested it out while still at the dock and all works like a charm. I will
post an update here once we’ve had a chance to push the limits more and test the system while away from
the dock.

Happy Interneting!

*Disclaimer: The Bloom Crew does not receive any kickbacks for referrals to Coastal Marine WiFi. We
have just been extremely happy with their system and their service and like to support local BC.
businesses. We do, however, receive referral credit on Amazon links throughout this post… hey, it’s what
helps keep us going!

About The Author

Jason and Lisa Robinson

SV Bloom - Bavaria 40

Jason and Lisa, son Carson and ship's dog, Ruby (aka The Lazy Whippet) wake each day excited to
Bloom in a new way; they plan to head south to Mexico in summer 2016. 

_______________________________________________
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Solar PV Charge Controllers

http://currents.bluewatercruising.org/articles/solar-pv-charge-controllers/

Solar energy is becoming a very common addition to many boat’s electrical systems as an alternative
charging source.  Solar energy is harvested by photovoltaic cells converting the light energy, photons,
into direct current that can then be stored in a battery bank. Hhowever, like all charging sources it is
important that the charge is controlled to prevent battery damage.  Some charge controllers appear to be
complex electronic devices, while others appear to be quite simple, but all have features and operating
parameters that are important considerations that should not be taken for granted when choosing and
installing a controller.

Some of the operating parameters and features are obvious and well publicized, while others are
somewhat more covert.  The most basic consideration is the wattage rating of the controller, and ensuring
that the controller can handle the wattage of the solar panel.  There is also a choice to be made in between
the two common types of charge controller logistics:

PWM (Pulse Width Modulation)
MPPT ( Maximum Power Point Tracking)
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Both of these perform about the same in warmer climes, but MPPT have been shown to do somewhat
better in cooler conditions.  Some features are visual, like meters that display values to inform the user of
important dynamics of the system, while other equally important features, are somewhat obscured.

Some charge controllers require a battery differential as high as +5V from the solar panel to start a charge
cycle.  This feature is added to some controllers to avoid constant and repeated “trickle charging” at low
voltages that can lead to shortened battery life.  Lead acid batteries require higher voltage charging to
clean the plates of any lead sulfate crystals, and to avoid electrolyte stratification in flooded cells.  If a
charge controller incorporates this protective feature it will be described in the installation and
commissioning portion of the manual, so even if the device appears simple it is imperative to check the
details.

– Lyle, PYS Marine Electrical Technician

About The Author

Jeff Cote

Pacific Yacht Systems - 

Jeff Cote is a systems design engineer and owner of Pacific Yacht Systems, a full service shop delivering
marine electrical and navigation solutions for recreational boats. Visit their website and blog for info and
articles on marine electrical systems, projects and more: www.pysystems.ca.
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Water And Ground – Are They The Same?

http://currents.bluewatercruising.org/articles/water-and-ground-are-they-the-same/

Many cruisers choose to install a ham or marine SSB radio aboard, to chat on the nets and exchange email
while at sea. If this is you, then you are probably interested in getting the clearest signal, the most range,
and the least interference with other onboard electronics. A key component of a radio system is its
antenna, and there are several things you can do that will improve its performance. Increasing the height
of your mast is one, but let’s skip that and look at some easier options.

Most folks don’t realize it, but the wire poking up in the air (often the backstay) referred to as the
antenna, is really only the top half of the antenna system.  A transmitting radio creates an alternating
electric current between the backstay and ‘something else’.  That something else is whatever is attached
to the tuner’s ground, and it forms the bottom half of the antenna system. So when you transmit, your
radio causes current to flow in your backstay while an opposite current flows in the ground. This also
explains why having a deficient radio ground can cause sporadic malfunctions of instruments, autopilots
and other electronics.  The antenna’s electric field is set up between the backstay and the closest least-
resistance ground, which may be your autopilot’s ground – causing currents to flow in the autopilot. 
Improving your radio system ground will reduce these stray currents and should reduce the severity of the
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interference.

Cheap, Easy and Perfect?

There are several ways to provide that ground connection for the radio and, as with everything on a boat,
none are Cheap, Easy, and Perfect at the same time.

In the category of Easy, there is the KISS-SSB Counterpoise (approx $200 from http://www.kiss-
ssb.com/). It is a coil of bundled wires of varying lengths, which you unroll into your bilge or other out-of-
the-way place. The idea is to have at least one wire in the bundle be a resonant length for the frequency
you are using, such that the ground current flows in that wire.  Their web site states the KISS-SSB does
“the same thing ham operators have been doing for nearly a century.“  While true, one should realize that
this is what hams resort to when they don’t have access to a perfect ground. Counterpoises are necessary
when your antenna is sited over dry, poorly-conducting soil that has high resistance to ground currents.
Boats, however, float in an almost ideal ground (oceans of conductive seawater) – you just need to
connect to it.

Which brings up a second way of providing a radio ground:  a steel or aluminum hull.  This probably
qualifies as Perfect, but may not be Cheap nor Easy for everyone.

If you have a plastic or timber boat, then the traditional recommendation has been to line a significant
portion (100 square feet is frequently mentioned) of the inside hull with copper foil and attach that to your
tuner’s ground connection.  This provides a counterpoise like the KISS-SSB (imagine the copper foil as
being a huge number of wires of many lengths, all spread out) and can work well, but is dauntingly
difficult unless done at the time the boat is built.

How about a direct wire connection to the sea? Bronze through-hulls and rudder posts can work very
well: read for instance the test results (link below) reported by well-respected ham and sailor, Gordon
West, when he compares four different ground choices on the same 40 foot sailboat.  One of his
conclusions: “If you are installing your own marine SSB or Ham radio system and are looking for an easy
way to ground it, start by grounding to a convenient underwater bronze through-hull near where the tuner
is mounted in the lazarette.”

If you don’t have a conveniently located piece of underwater metal, you can buy and install one such as
the Dynaplate.  West Marine sells three sizes, ranging from 6” x 2” ($73) to 18” x 6” ($470) and though
the manufacturer recommends the biggest size for Ham/marine SSB use, note that Gordon West’s testing
suggests that the smallest size (which is similar in size to a through-hull) should perform fine.

Our Installation

On Hoku Pa’a we didn’t have any submerged bronze through-hulls near the antenna tuner, so we
decided to install a metal plate. For $68 at Metal Supermarket, we got a 36” x 6” sheet of 0.050” thick
copper.  This thickness needs tin-snips to cut, and should last decades in the water.  From Fastenal, $15
got us three bronze bolts, nuts and washers.  While hauled-out, we scraped bottom paint from a
rectangular outline, shaped the plate to the hull with a mallet (this thickness of soft copper is quite
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manageable) and glued it on with 3M 5200.  Three bronze bolts located above the waterline provide a
good electrical connection to a copper foil strip inside the hull, running up to the tuner.

Radio performance has been great, and as one might expect, there hasn’t been any significant sea life
growing on the copper plate.  It took less time to install than several square metres of foil would have, and
was less expensive than a Dynaplate. My educated opinion is that it performs better than a KISS-SSB
would in the same boat, but I haven’t had the opportunity to perform a direct comparison.  If you have
one you are willing to move over to our boat for a few hours, we could try some tests similar to
Gordon’s.  (Since I wrote this article, Hoku Pa’a has sailed to Mexico, so we would need to rendezvous
down there!)

Of course, there are lots of additional radio system details hidden inside a boat. They can be covered in
future articles if there’s interest.  Stay tuned.

Further Details

Gordon West (WB6NOA) operates a Ham radio school and has been Electronics Editor at SAIL
magazine. His research report on boat radio grounding systems is a good read.
The Wikipedia entry for monopole antennas (which is what virtually every boat uses at HF
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frequencies) describes how the radiation pattern is formed between the antenna and ground.
I haven’t defined every term used in this article.  If on-line searches still leave you confused, drop
me a line and I’ll try to point you in the right direction.

 

About The Author

Barb Peck & Bjarne Hansen

Hoku Pa'a - Niagara 35

From 2004-2006 Barb and Bjarne sailed the South Pacific on Freya, their 30' Hunter-Vogel. Upon
returning to Victoria they have participated in the VI Watch and supported fleet members preparing to go
offshore. After some wonderful cruising in local waters they recently ventured into the Sea of Cortez.
Hoku Pa'a, their Niagara 35, sits in Guaymas patiently awaiting their return.

_______________________________________________
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Calgary Club Night - Welcome Back and Appy Potluck!

http://currents.bluewatercruising.org/events/calgary-club-night-welcome-back-appy-potluck/

This first meeting of the season will be an opportunity for all members of the Calgary Chapter (and
guests!) to share their summer sailing stories. Bring your pics/movies on a stick and tell us about the
sailing adventures you’ve had. Cathy Norrie will kick it off with a short presentation of SV Terrwyn’s last
leg in completing their circumnavigation. It will be a potluck so bring your favourite galley appy to share.

As importantly, this Club Night will see the transition of Chapter Vice Commodores:  Magnus Murphy
has been ‘holding things together” for the past 8 months waiting for Cathy Norrie to complete her
circumnavigation, and as of Sept 1 Cathy is taking over the helm.  Please come out to say hello, introduce
yourself, give Cathy your support and say a huge thank you to Magnus for all he has done for the Calgary
Chapter during his 2 1/2 year tenure as Chapter VC.

Photo credit: www.prettyneatliving.com

_______________________________________________
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Vancouver Club Night - From Rat Race To "Alternative"
Lifestyle

http://currents.bluewatercruising.org/events/vancouver-club-night-rat-race-alternative-lifestyle/

Please join us to greet old friends and new for the first Vancouver Club Night of the
season! 

We’re excited to hear from BCA ‘Doers’ Gary Peacock & Karina McQuieen. Sea Rover
II, their Oyster 435, is awaiting their return later this fall in Guaymas, Mexico.

Survival on the High Seas

How a 25 year partnership endured the massive transition from the rat race to living an
“alternative” lifestyle…

In 2009 Gary mentioned to Karina that they should quit their jobs, sell everything, buy a
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boat and sail around the world.  Karina’s response was “ARE YOU INSANE????”.  The
heated discussion that ensued was one of many that would follow for the next five years as
the two strong willed individuals developed a unified vision and executed it with a
departure in 2014 to Mexico.  Join Gary and Karina as they describe the tears, terror and
teamwork required to make their dream of cruising the world on a sailboat a reality.

_______________________________________________
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Introducing Cathy Norrie, Calgary Chapter Vice Commodore!

http://currents.bluewatercruising.org/news/introducing-cathy-norrie-calgary-chapter-vice-commodore/

On behalf of the BCA Board of Directors, I am pleased to announce that Cathy Norrie will assume the
role of Calgary Vice Commodore as of September 1. A member of BCA since 2009, Cathy and her
husband, Bill Norrie, have just completed their circumnavigation aboard SV Terrwyn and are settling back
into life on terra firma. Details of their voyage can be found here.

Outgoing Chapter Vice Commodore, Magnus Murphy, has dedicated 2 1/2 years to the BCA Board and
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the Chapter and I would like to extend my heartfelt thanks for all the work he has done during that time
while also fulfilling multiple demanding roles in his professional life.

About The Author

Jennifer Handley

Camdeboo - Lavranos 50 Cutter-Rigged Sloop

Jennifer Handley and Campbell Good sailed Camdeboo to the South Pacific in 2006 with their two
daughters, a niece, nephew and Jennifer’s brother. By the time Camdeboo returned to Victoria in 2011,
she had 25,000 nm under her keel, visited 14 countries and 27 people had come aboard as crew. Jennifer
is Commodore of BCA.
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