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Currently Cruising Updates - December 2017

http://currents.bluewatercruising.org/articles/currently-cruising-updates-december-2017/

This month’s updates come to us from Australia, Panama and Mexico.  Cruising updates from any
member of the BCA Currently Cruising Fleet are welcome at any time; please send your update and
photos (high res, landscape orientation) to Currents Managing Editor, Rosario Passos.
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 Pam and Ted Simper

Pam and Ted Simper, Roundabout II, Fleet of 2012

Roundabout II (Moody 40) arrived safely in Bundaberg, Australia on October 26th. This season, we
sailed from Whangarei, New Zealand to Fiji, Vanuatu, New Caledonia and now Australia – five countries
and five good passages. Either we were lucky or (hopefully) we are finally learning something about the
weather down here. Many thanks to Patricia and David on Gulf Harbour Radio, who track the yachts in
transit and David provides great weather information and shares his knowledge with the fleet. We
participated in the ‘Go West Down Under’ Rally from Noumea, New Caledonia to Bundaberg, AU as
the discounts associated with the rally, both in Noumea and Bundaberg were worthwhile. The Rally
festivities begin on Monday with 40 boats participating.

We will leave the boat up on the hard here in Bundaberg and fly home in mid-November for several
months, before returning to Australia for more adventures.
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 Gail and Price Powell

Gail and Price Powell, Panache, Fleet of 2016

We are currently in the San Blas Islands. We are expecting 25kts+ over the next few days here in the San
Blas. Most of the islands here are protected from the north by a reef, which tends to wrap around on the
west and east ends. They are not protected from the south, and that is where the wind is expected to come
from. While 25kts is not really a big deal, we decided to move in close to the mainland of Panama to
eliminate the fetch and keep things comfortable. Now we have an unexpected place added to our
itinerary.

We will reach Shelter Bay Marina, near Colon, Panama on or about Nov 22. We will be leaving Panache
there while we return to Vancouver for the month of December. After a stop in Calgary, we return to
Panama in mid-Jan. We expect to transit the Canal in mid-Feb, spend 3 weeks in the Galapagos in Mar
and then cross to the Marquesas early Apr. We will be applying for a 1-year, long-stay visa for French
Poly while in Panama City. If we are granted the visa, we will stay in that area for a year. If not, we will
have 90 days in FP and then head west toward Tonga before heading south to NZ for the cyclone season.

I can’t get over how much there is to do as one bobs around the world. The San Blas is a very quiet area
compared to everywhere else we have been in the last year. So I am using my “free time” to catch up on
boat chores, boat insurance, medical insurance, warranty claims, visa applications, dealing with agents
(Canal & Galapagos), writing the blog, communicating with other cruisers, arranging for a haul-out,
getting parts shipped from the States, finding suppliers in Panama, etc. I had no idea how “busy” cruising
would be. Complaints aside, we have had a fantastic time visiting so many amazing places and meeting
so many interesting people from all over the world (actually they have been mostly from North America,
Europe, southern Africa, Aus & NZ – the Latins tend to be on powerboats).
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Recently we had a really interesting Kuna family on board. As I’m sure you know, they are the
indigenous people who live in the San Blas. They arrived in their dugout canoe. A father, mother,
daughter and 2 grandchildren. We offered the Dad a cold beer and the others a soft drink with ice. They
graciously accepted. We conversed in halting Spanish. The mother had dozens of molas to show, the hand
sewn appliques that you may have seen or read about. Excellent needlework. Each one is about 40cm x
30cm. Gail bought 3 blue, fished-themed, ones that she will make into decorative pillows for the bunks.
The daughter had beaded bracelets that she had made. Gail bought two. We decided not to bargain very
much as we were delighted with our purchase. We bargain for most things in countries where that is the
custom, but sometimes you have wonder why you are trying to wring every last dollar away from such
modest and hardworking people. Everyone was happy.

Fair winds and clean diesel, as they say down here!

http://www.svpanache.ca/blog/

 

 Penny and Larry Talbot
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Lawrence and Penny Talbot, Northern Ranger II, Fleet of 2015

We have been working our way down the west coast of Baja on the 2017 CUBAR (powerboat version of
the Baja Ha Ha) and just arrived in San Jose del Cabo, leaving tomorrow for Muertos Cove and then on to
La Paz on Sunday.  We will be based out of La Paz for the immediate future.

We are currently cruising in our 50’ Nordhavn (Northern Ranger II), which we purchased this April. 
We still own our previous boat, the 46’ Nordhavn (Northern Ranger I) which is now for sale (berthed in
Ensenada).  Ed. note: Cover photo above is Northern Ranger I.

Happy to be back in warm weather (33 degrees C) and dry – not missing the rain and snow at our sticks-
and-bricks place up at 100 Mile House, BC!

Please feel free to link to our (Penny’s) blog – she is the author in the family.

 Cheryl and Neil Turner

Cheryl and Neil Turner, Phoenix I, Fleet of 2017
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We made it to La Paz!
Sailed 1050 Nm from San Diego in 2 weeks!
Challenging and amazing.

Jim and Kathy Matusiak, Solar Flair, Fleet of 2103

We are back at Shelter Bay Marina, Colon, Panama and are planning to head north this season to Cuba
and Florida, with stops in-between.

 Happy
fisherman Dennis Giraud

Dennis Giraud, Ultegra, Fleet of 2014

Hola Amigos,

A new cruising season finally begins. We got away on Nov 14 after a few delaying trials and tribulations
with boat equipment. There were a number of connector corrosion issues with electronics and electrical
things that needed clearing up, a refrigeration issue that thankfully turned out to be nothing, getting the
cabin top painted and finishing the new autopilot ram mount. As soon as the refrigeration technician told
us everything was operating as it should we got underway. We were heading for Isla Isabel, Mexico’s
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Galapagos, a National Park and UN World Heritage Site. It is a large breeding area for the blue footed
Booby, is teaming with fish, and a great dive site.

We caught our first ever Dorado as we were approaching the Island early in the morning. Our first fish in
a very long time and there is little better than fresh Dorado.

We are now approaching Punta Mita on our way to La Cruz near Puerto Vallarta where we are joining
friends for the US Thanksgiving.  After that, we are heading to Barra Navidad for Christmas and
Zihuatanejo for sail fest before starting our “float” home to Vancouver.

Saludo!

_______________________________________________
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Another BURP in La Paz

http://currents.bluewatercruising.org/articles/another-burp-la-paz/

Denis and I flew to La Paz to meet Gary Peacock and Tanya VanGinkel on Sea Rover II, to begin our
adventure sailing to Galapagos Islands. When we arrived, we went to Marina de La Paz to meet up with
the Sea Rover II crew. We hadn’t been at the marina for more than 5 minutes when we also met a few
BCA members who recognised us. It was almost like being at home! Of course, we planned to organise a
Bluewater Unofficial Rendezvous Place (BURP) that evening.

Gary and Tanya picked us up at the Marina and we dinghied over to Sea Rover II. Once aboard, we
wished Rob Murray from Avant were here to organise the BURP… and after procrastinating a bit, we
called it out on the radio.  So, at 6pm, we all met at Bandido’s for the yummiest burgers ever! The BURP
was attended by Gord Harms, Greg Harms and Alice Kloosterboer on Anduril, Eric Schnabel from 
Shadowfax, Gary Peacock from Sea Rover II, Tanya VanGingel from Kia Loa, Ed Estabrook and Talica
Davies from Tioga and the crew of Manatee, who are not BCA members, but are from Vancouver and
joined in on the fun!

A great night was had by all… and we returned to our boats feeling like BCA is a great big wonderful
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family!

The following day, Brian Short and Glenda Wray from Carpe Ventus arrived at Marina de la Paz, and we
went for dinner at JB Ribs downtown La Paz, for melt in your mouth ribs.

 Enjoying ribs Mexican style!

It wasn’t a BURP per se, but nonetheless was a really nice get together with sailor friends and BCA
members. This camaraderie is one of the reasons why we love to be members of BCA!

About The Author

Rosario Passos

Counting Stars - Whitby 42 Ketch

Rosario is a dreamer who wants to sail the South Pacific.... so far she sails the local waters of the Salish
Sea to get as much experience as possible.
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Panama To The Galapagos

http://currents.bluewatercruising.org/articles/panama-to-the-galapagos/

In the last article from Memories of a Circumnavigation Hugh and Heather transited the Panama Canal.
Lets continue to follow the adventures of Argonauta I, from when they began their journey in 1997 in the
Caribbean, until the completion of the circumnavigation in 2006, when they crossed their  1997 outbound
Caribbean track.

 

GALAPAGOS: the name conveys magic.  Inspired by Charles Darwin, many dream of visiting these
Islands. Our goal was to explore this World Heritage site with its amazing proximity to wildlife and the
existence of creatures found rarely or not at all in other parts of the world.

It was Sunday, May 16, 1999, when we left the Pedro Miguel Boat Club in Panama to downlock into the
Pacific Ocean. Once in saltwater, we dropped off our line handlers in Balboa and motored to nearby
Taboga Island to complete a systems check. We had modified our de-salinator to double its hourly output
to 15 US gallons. It needed some tweaking, which took a day. Once all was well, we headed out into the
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Gulf of Panama to spend a few days among the Pearlas Islands before continuing to the Galapagos.
Leaving Taboga, winds were moderate to light from the south so we did a bit of motoring. We had
enough fuel to motor the entire 900 nautical miles (NM) but hoped it would not come to that. To reach
the Galapagos from Panama, vessels must traverse the Inter Tropical Convergence Zone (ITCZ),
commonly known as the doldrums. Typically, it is an area of thunderstorms, with very fluky winds lying
between the equator to about five degrees north latitude. This was a La Nina year, thus we could expect
moderate ITCZ conditions, as well as stronger easterly trade winds once south of the equator. We
experienced mostly decent winds and no thunderstorms on our passage.

Argonauta I was floating two inches above the water line, although she had never been as heavily loaded.
We had provisioned for over two months, twice that if one counted emergency rations. Heather had
prepared and frozen a variety of standby food. We had a well-founded vessel more than capable of the
trip. We had excellent system redundancy and we could afford to have a lot of breakages. We had
thoroughly gone over the key systems: engine; rigging; sails, communications and nav systems. All were
in top condition. With worldwide communications on board via SSB and email, we intended to send
progress reports to all our electronic correspondents. Much later these missives were to become the
source material for articles and presentations. It was an exciting time, which we looked forward to with a
little trepidation but a lot of confidence. This would be our first ocean passage. The ‘big blue’ beckoned.

 On the way to Contadora.

May 19th, we left Taboga for Isla Contadora in the Pearlas. There was no wind so we motored down the
Gulf of Panama. At Contadora, we replenished our fuel and early May 22nd, we departed for the
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Galapagos. We motored some 23 hours before finding wind. It was a westerly, which meant close hauled
sailing to keep reasonably close to the rhumb line. With no wind once again on May 25th, we took
advantage of calm seas to transfer about 70 liters of diesel to refill the main tank. Consumption was just
over 3.7 liters per hour at 2100 RPM producing 5 knots. We used autopilot when motoring. Our Cape
Horn wind vane steering proved uncannily precise when sailing. The 25th was also Heather’s big 60, so
we indulged in a little champagne!

May 26th, wind became variable from 180 to 220 magnetic (M) at 10 ? 20 kn. Dawn gave us a wonderful
view of isolated Isla Malpelo, starkly beautiful in the morning sun! We commenced a 12 hour tack on 160
degrees M to get some southing, then another overnight tack back westerly to advance course.  We
continued close hauled, about 30 NM south of our rhumb line, which was 250 degrees magnetic. For a
time, motion became too violent so I furled the genoa for about four hours until the wind reduced from 20
knots to below 15 knots. Configuration by then was reef one in the main, staysail up, and genoa reefed
with 2 to 4 wraps on the foil, steering 240 to 270 M depending on wind direction.

Log entry for May 27, 1999 at 1700 GMT (noon local time):  All well onboard Argonauta I

Position 02 35 00 N, 082 27 90 W.  Weather overcast with light rain. Seas 3 to 5 feet, depth variable to
10,000 feet (chart data). Wind +/- 180 M at 12 knots variable to 20 knots.  Boat speed 6.8 knots, VMG to
destination 5 knots. Distance to Isla San Cristobal 472 NM.  Distance from Contadora Island, 417 NM. 
Marine traffic light.

We had not seen another vessel for three days. If wind continued, I expected at least a day on the present
tack, steering 240 to 270 M as wind permitted. I anticipated the north-setting Humboldt Current would
prejudice our course, meaning I might have to do another tack straight south. Still some two degrees north
of the equator and destination more or less on the equator, I needed to make at least 120 NM more
southing in the remaining distance of 472 NM.  ETA Wreck Bay looked like maybe Tuesday, June 1.

Heather sent an email:

As the Old Hands tell us: Life reduces to basics.  Eat. Sleep. Etc.  Fortunately, I am now capable of all
three.  Haven’t barfed yet, though I came close before we pulled up anchor.  Each day is different. My
personal preference is for NO wind: bring on the doldrums.  The sweetest day was dead calm (unfortunate
choice of words!)  I roasted a stuffed chicken!  Yesterday, we discovered the folly of trying to cook pasta
when the stove is at a 45 degree angle.  Champagne was good, considering that it was the only alcoholic
libation we have consumed in six days. Sometimes dolphins leap all over the sea.  Sometimes sunsets are
magnificent.  I even like sunrises now: endless night is over. Turning 60 was not thrilling but I shouldn’t
complain.  My husband took me on a cruise.

We arrived Wreck Bay, Isla San Cristóbal, May 31 at 2000 hrs local time.  Lat 00 53.73 S/Long 089 37
W.  We crossed the equator at 2330h local time on May 29. Our 905 NM passage took 9 1/2 days.  To
travel this distance, we actually covered 1235 NM as we played the wind angles. We were able to sail for
all but 37 hours, when absence of wind meant either no progress or motor. When we had wind, it was
mostly from the south to south west 15/20kn, which meant we were sailing to weather all the way.  About
half the time we could lay the rhumb line, otherwise we tacked alternately southeast then to the west. 
Best sailing day was 132 NM, worst, about 70 NM. Only breakage was the titanium ring on our Profurl
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gear, which let go at the mast head on May 28 at 1400 hrs.  We re-rigged the genoa with an alternate
halyard and shackle and were on the move again in an hour. Exciting though! Crew dialogue might be
imagined!

Heather describes our arrival: “We approached the Galapagos at dusk: sinking orange sun, dolphins
surrounding us.  We think we saw a small whale, and three sea lions came out to look us over. Seabirds
did their sunset rhapsody.  Later the full moon came up and lighted our way past the reef, with a little
help from GPS and Hugh’s navigational expertise.  The volcanic islands rise dramatically out of the
ocean.  They can also mysteriously disappear into fog, which inspired their Spanish name: “Las
Encantadas”.

Thirteen main islands and many small ones make up this archipelago associated forever with Charles
Darwin.

Next day, June 1, huge swells entered the anchorage so we stayed on board. Heather observed that there
was so much excitement in the anchorage, we might never visit the tortoises.  On Tuesday a ketch broke
loose. While being towed to safety by a dinghy, with a jovial but unskilled rescue crew, it swung rapidly
in our direction but another local dinghy fended it off. The following day was much more spectacular. A
lovely three?master rammed its bowsprit through the rigging of a navy boat.  Then it took a wild ride
through the anchorage (we later learned that the transmission had stuck). Heather got to practice un-
anchoring under pressure. Free to maneuver, we dodged it but returned too soon. As we were
re?anchoring, the runaway vessel came straight at us and I was forced to move quickly to avoid it. It
whipped past our friends with centimeters to spare, then, as a grand finale, rammed a nice little 30?40
foot tour boat, which tipped over and sank. Of the two tour-boat crew, one was slightly injured. Never a
dull moment! This was indeed Wreck Bay! The following day we checked in and planned explorations.
As well, the swell was down so friends on Tamoure helped Heather hoist me up the mast to retrieve the
genoa halyard from where it was lodged at the sheave. We planned to move on to Academy Bay, Isla
Santa Cruz in a few days.
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 The unexpected visitor.

One day we heard a thump on deck. A sea lion had scrambled onto the transom. Heather tiptoed out with
the camera, but needn’t have been so cautious. The creature was there for the siesta hour, stretched out
comfortably, but giving little snorts of warning if one got too close.  Dozens of others lounged on
neighboring boats and on the beach. We walked on black lava beaches, which came alive as hundreds of
sea iguanas, the exact shade as the rock, traveled to and from the water. They resemble miniature dragons,
emitting a projectile of excess saltwater from their noses. rather than fire. Birds, of course, are a major
attraction.  As well as Darwin’s finches, which played a significant role in the evolution theory, there are
the frigate birds, called “kleptoparasites”. Unable to land on water, they dart from the sky and steal the
fish from the beaks of other birds.

We saw the blue?footed and red?footed boobies diving constantly into the sea.  They incubate their eggs
with their feet and perform a droll mating dance that looks like an inebriated slow shuffle.  Most
celebrated, of course, are the giant tortoises. We could approach 250 pound specimens, who often
stretched out their necks as if to suggest we might scratch one of those hard?to?get?at places.  Called
geochelone elephantopus, they have toes that could indeed belong to a pachyderm. We also visited
pathetic “Lonesome George”, the last of a dying breed. Tortoises are particular about their habits,
breeding only with their own subspecies. So unless a miracle female turns up, this sub species will join
the ranks of extinction, victim of massive slaughtering practices in the last century.
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Both Wreck Bay and Academy Bay were somewhat rolly and more than one boat dragged. With a stern
anchor deployed, Academy Bay was comfortable. Nevertheless, for this reason most yachties were loath
to leave their boat unattended.  In some ways it was a disadvantage being on a private sailboat; otherwise
we could have joined an excellent boat tour.  On the other hand, we met some local people and had some
unique experiences.  Food was wonderful. A highlight was a fish soup loaded with lobster, shrimps,
octopus, squid and tender white fish: a meal that lasted all day! Fresh bread was available, some produce
was grown on the Island and some brought in by supply boats.

We progressed to the western-most island, anchoring at isolated Puerto Villamil on Isla Isabella, which at
the time, was the third location open to yachts.  Lat 00 57.920S Long 090 57.708W are the exact co-
ordinates. Isla Isabella is the largest Island in the Galapagos, but perhaps the least visited. It boasts the
second largest volcanic crater on earth. From our perspective, it provided the best anchorage. Puerto
Villamil is difficult to navigate into, but once situated, the anchorage is well protected from the Pacific
rollers. At the time, there were only 1600 people on Isabella. With a group of ten yachties, we arranged a
tour to the crater. Bus, horseback, and one’s feet brought us to a volcanic wilderness. We clambered over
lava fields to see fumaroles supporting micro climates, which produced fern covered openings leading to
the molten magma far below. Our guide’s name was Darwin!
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 Preparing to go to the Volcano.

Once again, wildlife was prolific. Near the anchorage was a large sea iguana colony. The area is simply
IGUANA City! They literally lie about in heaps!  Black as the lava rocks they inhabit, they loll about in
the shade of mangroves. As one wanders along, it comes as a surprise to suddenly see 50 or more iguanas
only feet away. Their coloring is so like the black lava that they are not easy to see.
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 A sea iguana.

Sea Lions are all over. Many snooze onboard several fishing boats in the anchorage. Nearby there was a
“jacuzzi” where they dove, leapt and corkscrewed through the water with as much “joie?de vivre” as
we’ve ever seen. There were few tourists here as the difficult sea approach means only daylight arrival is
safe. We learned from the locals that tour boats have foundered embarrassingly often, so few now come
to Isabella. Those tourists who find their way to Isabella are rewarded with a unique experience found in
few other places.

We spent a month in the Galapagos before commencing the longest ocean passage most yachts undertake:
some 3000 nautical miles to the Marquesas, French Polynesia.

Cover image attribution: Work by MusikAnimal, in Wikimedia Commons, CC SA 4.0 International

About The Author

Hugh & Heather Bacon

Argonauta I - Beneteau 440

Hugh and Heather left the Caribbean Island of Tortola in 1997. Their route took them through the
Caribbean to Panama. They transited the Canal in May 1999 and once in the Pacific, they explored the
Galapagos and many South Pacific Island Groups enroute to Australia. September 2002, they departed
Australia sailing North of Africa, first through South East Asia and then the Indian Ocean and up the Red
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Sea to The Med.. In 2004 they continued to Southern France. Next year they went on to Gibraltar,
Morocco and the many Atlantic Islands. In January 2006 they departed the Cape Verde Islands and
completed their circumnavigation off Grenada later that month. Two more years in the Caribbean brought
them once again to the Panama Canal and in 2008, Argonauta I arrived in Sidney BC. 

_______________________________________________
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Bubbles in Our Wake

http://currents.bluewatercruising.org/articles/bubbles-in-our-wake/

As a solo sailor, my husband Larry Roberts took a Scuba course, thinking it would be a handy way to
solve some underwater hull problems on Traversay II. I came along as a dive buddy, and when the time
came to build Traversay III, we had already made at least 70 dives together in both warm and cold water.
We’d taken advanced PADI courses, marine creature identification courses and we’d taken dive charters
on other people’s boats.

So in building Traversay III, we knew we wanted to be able to dive almost anywhere we could anchor
safely. We had a list of necessities, which were communicated to and understood by Waterline Yachts in
Sidney, BC, and they made us not only a marvelous dive boat, but a wonderful all-round steel vessel.
Much of our equipment room is taken up with the Bauer dive compressor and storage bins for both warm
and cold water dive gear. The aft port hatch of the boat is left open when we’re filling tanks to cool the
compressor. We ensure ‘safe air’ by drawing air in from outside. The stern of the boat was designed to
expedite getting in and out of the water, and an over-long swim ladder allows us to climb up more easily
– even when wearing heavy, cold water dry-suits. We always need to be able to clean the gear and
ourselves with fresh water, so there’s a shower installed next to the swim platform. We needed to have an
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electrically-powered compressor inside the boat to avoid seawater damage. Because of the high starting
loads for a conventional Bauer compressor, we needed 3-phase power and a gen-set. All the way along,
we’ve needed to keep ‘spares’ aboard. We always carry a spare dive regulator. We get tanks and
regulators checked and serviced regularly. We keep accurate records to ensure the compressor filter is
changed on a scheduled basis.

All along we have purchased our dry-suits from BC manufacturers. My current suit was made by Brooks
in Vancouver, and it fits perfectly and has made diving (now in my 8th decade) possible and even
enjoyable in cold water. They ensured a perfect fit by taking about 15 different measurements!
Practically from the start of our diving we found a marine identification course and books about diving in
BC waters. Our teachers were Andy Lamb (co-author of ‘Marine Life of the Pacific Northwest’) and
Donna Gibbs of the Vancouver Aquarium. We have continued to purchase marine identification books
(where available) throughout our travels.

 Jewel anemones in New Zealand

Our first camera – the Nikonos – came with a series of lenses, so deciding how big a lens to use on each
dive was important, because lenses couldn’t be changed in the water. Sometimes, after deciding we
needed a small-scale lens to photograph tiny things we encountered, we saw a large and beautiful fish
called a Red Irish Lord. The entire fish wouldn’t fit into the frame, so Larry was left only photographing
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the eye. This fish was most accommodating (by never moving) and its eye turned out to provide amazing
colours, in a kaleidoscopic paisley-patterned print. We’ve found that the colours underwater in cold-
water venues (like Patagonia and BC) are among the most varied and spectacular in the whole world.

 The Red Irish Lord

Before we set offshore in 2004, digital photography had become the standard and we were able to get
excellent cameras for our many above ground photos and – with an added camera housing – beautiful
underwater photos as well. We find it easier (and cheaper) to have one camera for most of our photos. We
started out with the Nikon 5700, and in 2009 we switched to a Canon Power Shot SX10 (also with an
underwater housing). These cameras allow you to adapt the lenses to fit the subject while you’re
underwater. For cold (and dark) waters, we have an auxiliary flash attachment.
Ever since we first started documenting our dives nearly 500 dives ago, we’ve used accompanying
photos. After every single dive, we have filled out our log books and we’ve made an attempt to identify
the species or at least the genus into which these animals fit. Of course, we don’t only take the
spectacular-looking animals, but many ‘homely’ animals have also found their way into our dive logs.
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 Urchin in Norway

Because of our curiosity about even the ‘homely’ animals we see, we’ve had the opportunity to meet and
talk to some professionals in the field. Our first marine identification teacher was Andy Lamb, who
subsequently authored the diver’s guide to marine animals of the west coast of North America. In Stanley
in the Falkland Islands, I was waiting at a bus stop and got a ride into town with Dr. Paul Brickle. He
happened to be leading a group of divers and marine biologists who were completing an underwater
survey of the area. He helped me by identifying some of the many animals whose pictures we’d taken in
Chilean Patagonia. We exchanged photos and information. In Antarctica, we met some of the scientists
and divers studying krill, nudibranchs and other animals and we found out how different it is diving in
extremely low temperatures (those in BC waters are quite cold enough for us at 9C – 48F).
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 Nudibranch
in Chile

At times, we have also been able to supply people we’ve met with an idea they might otherwise not have,
of the wonders to be found in the waters below them. This happened in Raivavae (Austral Islands) when I
made a small silk purse, which displayed the colours of one of the large and endangered giant clams. I
exchanged this with a friend on the Island, who made me a large straw hand-crafted purse. We found at
that time that both our photos of individuals and families in the community and the photos of sea
creatures, which we printed out on our colour printer, were much appreciated. At other times, we’ve had
only short exchanges of photos and ideas with people, such as the BBC camera crew we met aboard the
Australian boat Philos, when we were rafted together at Caleta Brecknock, in Chilean Patagonia.
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 Conch Caleta Horno in Argentina

We’ve been able to dive in places we might not otherwise have been tempted to get in the water. This
happened when we met the Norwegian boat Opportune at Destination Island in the Cocos Keeling
Islands west of Australia. The Captain, Rune Somby, persuaded us to travel out in our two dinghies – we
needed each other as a back-up since the dive-site (known to us as ‘Cabbage Patch’) was too far away
from the anchorage for safety on our own.

Often, we have been waiting in some dirty weather for a suitable weather window, and have decided to
get in the water. What might be a boring time for other people has turned into a goldmine of beautiful
photos for us. We quite often share our dive logs with people we meet in the anchorage. I think they are
quite amazed at what is ‘underfoot’. This happened last year at South Percy Island, Australia. It is
unprepossessing above water, but we discovered three of the most beautiful and colourful nudibranchs
we’ve seen in Australia on our dive, and we gave a copy to Evan on the Aussie boat Sundowner.
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 Anemone fish from the Great Barrier Reef, Australia

Of course, we’ve had one or two ‘scares’ underwater … two happened when we were in Australia just
over a year ago. What seemed to be an eye catching black and yellow striped snake swam up about 40
feet to where we were, and attempted to get into Larry’s dry-suit! (All snakes here in Australia are
dangerous). Larry managed to beat it off, we did the dive and 45 minutes later on our way back, the
‘monster’ again came up inexorably and with the typical snake-like horrid motion and again needed to be
repulsed with a fin. Consulting our books, we later discovered it was a harmless and very curious snake-
eel (a type of fish!). At an earlier dive out in the Coral Sea, we managed to jump into a ‘nest’ of small
tiger sharks – Mother awoke and circled up to have an appraising look at us. We clambered aboard as she
was circling for the third time.

                                   28 / 62



Currents
The Official Magazine of the Bluewater Cruising Association

 Shark in Australia

We’re now about halfway down the Patagonian Channels. It’s our third traverse of this magnificent area.
We’re on a bit of a dive mission this time. Our idea is to compare the animal life we’re seeing currently
with the notes and logs we made 10 years ago. We’re attempting to visit the same dive locations and take
photos once again, and see if there are any vast changes. Since we were last here, a comprehensive guide
for underwater life has been published by the reputable Huinay Foundation here in Chile, entitled
‘Marine Benthic Fauna of Chilean Patagonia’. There are many interesting parallels to the underwater
creatures of BC, because water temperatures and salinity etc. seem to be comparable.
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 Santolla Crab in Chile

We’ve been quite energized, because we think we may be able to share some useful information with the
researchers here. This is such an inaccessible area for most scuba divers, that we are actually finding a
few animals whose names have been recorded in their list, but for which no photos were available. We
don’t have either the expertise or the equipment with us to actually collect the needed specimens, but we
can tell where the animals are located.

Our ability to dive has also rescued us from some potentially bad situations. South of the ‘Lizard’ on the
coast of the U.K. we became entangled in an obviously disused crab pot and Larry dived in and cut the
line. A discarded net was the culprit off Wales, and again in Stanraer, Scotland. We entangled in a crab
pot just before getting to Robinson Crusoe Island west of Chile, and another such incident occurred with
some over-long crab pot lines in Nova Scotia, Canada. We have also been surprised by what WASN’T
there … specifically, when we assumed we’d become entangled just before crossing the Gulf of Alaska.
The continuous knocking noise we heard turned out to be the bulb of a large bull kelp, which we must
have encountered in shallower water. Larry jumped in the water once we’d traversed the Gulf and
anchored off the BC coast, at which point the bulb became free and floated up beside the hull.

All told, many of our most significant offshore experiences have come about as a result of our joy in
diving. We like looking at all the animals – and we don’t hurt or catch any of them – we follow the
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saying:

“Take nothing but pictures … leave nothing but bubbles!”

About The Author

Laurence Roberts and Mary Anne Unrau

Traversay III - Waterline 43', Cutter-rigged steel hull

Laurence and Mary Anne have sailed over 90,000 miles in the boat since her first launch. They have
crossed every meridian and reached latitudes from 65 S on the Antarctic Peninsula to 80 N at the
northwest tip of Spitsbergen. Ports of Call have included such diverse spots as Pitcairn, South Georgia,
Hamburg, Darwin and the Northwest Passage with lots of places between. 

In 2013 they sailed from St. Katharines Marina, London in late March and voyaged to Victoria, British
Columbia in October via south English ports, the Irish Sea, the Hebrides, Iceland, Greenland, the
Northwest Passage and Alaska.

Their most recent voyage started and ended from with a departure from the Causeway Marina, Victoria in
mid-April 2014 in a North Pacific circuit with stops in Mexico, Hawaii, King Cove Alaska and a return to
Victoria heading south from a Canadian landfall in Prince Rupert. 

_______________________________________________
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Cruising off the Beaten Path in SE Alaska

http://currents.bluewatercruising.org/articles/cruising-off-beaten-path-se-alaska/

You have no doubt heard of these popular destinations in SE Alaska; Ketchikan, Juneau, Glacier Bay and
Sitka? Perhaps you’ve heard of Tracy Arm as well? They are all amazing places and not to be missed
when planning a cruise to SE Alaska. But have you heard of Tenakee Springs? Pelican? or Baranof Warm
Springs? We highly recommend you head off the beaten path and explore these unique communities. You
can meet the colourful locals at Tenakee Springs and soak naked in the public hot springs; walk the
boardwalk in Pelican and watch the sports fishermen haul in huge halibut; and anchor beside a waterfall
in Baranof Warm springs and soak your sore muscles in a private tub overlooking the anchorage. In a
series of three articles, I’ll take you to these three destinations off the beaten path in SE Alaska. This first
article is about Tenakee Springs.

Tenakee Springs

Our friends, Cinda and Fred on Songline from Juneau, told us, “Don’t miss Tenakee Springs.  It’s very
funky!” Tenakee Springs is a community of about 60 people, who enjoy an alternative lifestyle. There is
no cell reception and it is accessed only by ferry, float plane or boat. It lies on the north side of Tenakee
Inlet, which is on the west side of Chatham Strait, about 70 nm SW of Juneau. When we left Juneau in
mid July, we were headed west out Icy Strait for Sitka. But we decided to make the detour down to
Tenakee Springs to check it out. We stopped at Pavlov Harbor in Freshwater Bay, a popular spot to
observe bears catching salmon in the waterfall in August. We were lucky to see two bears on the beach as
we raised the anchor, but it was too early for salmon in the stream.

We saw whale spouts in the distance as we headed south down Chatham Strait. As we rounded the point
into Tenakee Inlet, we were treated to an hour or more of humpback whales bubble-net feeding. This
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behaviour of humpback whales is unique to Alaska. The whales gather together in a circle under the
water, surround a school of fish and blow bubbles, causing the fish to flee. The fish are surrounded by the
whales, which surface all together with their huge mouths open and gulp down the fish. It’s an amazing
sight to see, often a dozen whales surfacing all together.

We spotted many colourful houses on stilts as we approached the Tenakee harbour.  There is a small
marina, so we tied up at the dock after contacting the harbour master on VHF 16. We learned from a local
couple living on a boat in the harbour that payment is by the honour system. Simply put your money in an
envelope and push it through the slot at the top of the dock. It was a short 10 minute walk into town. A
dirt road runs behind the houses on stilts. Norm took photos of the eclectic homes as we walked the
length of the road and back. Some were run down with a multitude of fishing floats adorning the porches
and yards. Others were very upscale; modern recreational homes for people from Seattle. Many had
beautiful vegetable gardens for sustenance living.

The ferry had just arrived, so there was a handful of people congregating by the bakery. A local woman
asked us, “Did you just get off the ferry?” We replied that we were on our own boat moored in the
harbour. “Watch out for the bears!” she cautioned. “There was one spotted by the harbour and one at the
other end of the road this morning!” Great, we thought! Well, at least we had our bear spray with us!

The bakery had a sign in the window, “Pizza Night, Sat. Night”. It was Saturday so we thought we would
treat ourselves to pizza. But first we needed to check out the public bath house. Tenakee Springs is best
known for its hot springs. The spring flows into a concrete bath at 107 degrees F. The change rooms in
the building have recently been renovated, and are a source of pride for the locals. Bath hours, separate
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for men and women, are posted. It’s free, but there is one condition: you must bathe naked! Norm took
his turn during the men’s hour while I waited outside the museum, watching the locals drive to and from
the store in the village on their ATV’s. One very large man had his dog on his lap on the ATV!

We enjoyed our pizza at the bakery and then it was my turn for a bath.

As I approached the bath house a woman said, “There’s a man still in there!” So I thought it would be
prudent to wait. A local woman approached and asked why we were waiting. When she was informed
about the man being in the bath house during women’s hours, she proceeded to storm in and give him
what for! He came out with his tail between his legs, half dressed! I was then free to enjoy my bath with
two other local women, who used the time as a social opportunity to gossip and catch up with each other.
The hot water felt heavenly and the nakedness seemed perfectly normal in this situation.

On our way back to the boat, we passed a very cute little building that housed a free book exchange. I
perused the titles but decided I had enough unread books on the boat. Luckily we didn’t meet any bears 
along the road, but we we did have quite a few encounters with interesting locals in this colourful
community in SE Alaska!

About The Author

Beth Cooper
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Sarah Jean II - Saga 43

Beth and her husband, Norm, spent three years cruising across the South Pacific to New Zealand and then
back home to Vancouver . Beth has returned to work as an Occupational Therapist part time. She
volunteers with BCA and together with Norm operates Ocean Forest Voyaging, an offshore sailing school
operating on the BC Coast. 

_______________________________________________
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The Adventure Begins Anew

http://currents.bluewatercruising.org/articles/adventure-begins-anew/

In May of 2016, Mary and I became husband and wife. We are happy together and we are a good match;
both active and healthy, love the outdoors and both recently retired. Mary sold her house in Prince
George and settled into retired life in Cowichan Bay. She loves the ballroom dance floor and is addicted
to lessons and practices. This has been an interest of mine for some time, but I struggle to remain
respectable as a dance partner despite the lessons. Perhaps I need more practice…
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Mary took to sailing quite early in our relationship and showed no fear of tipping or rough waters. She
took a week long sailing lesson in late June, and we set off on a two month adventure immediately
afterwards. We circumnavigated Vancouver Island, including a week sailing the east coast of Haida
Gwaii. We had many interesting adventures along the way, made some new friends and had a front row
seat to nature’s water front playground.

We spent the fall taking dance lessons, sailing courses, and discussing our plans to sail farther afield. We
often discussed the prospect of doing a 360 over a 10-year period, starting in the summer of 2017. As we
learned, read books and watched You Tube videos, we stated talking about catamarans.

 Danica tied to the
harbour wall

The idea of more living space and flat sailing was appealing. We came across a Fountaine Pajot Belize
43, Maestro, in Marmaris, Turkey that looked interesting. She is a 2002 boat that was purchased new by
an Israeli couple who cruised on her in the Med for 10 years during the summer seasons. Soon after, she
was purchased by an Australian who never sailed her but had her delivered to Marmaris and spent
copious amounts of money refitting her over a four-year period. She was still sitting on blocks in the yard
when we arrived to take her out for a sea trial in mid-December. We were suitably impressed and made
the arrangements to complete the purchase by email. We received our new Canadian registration, naming

                                   37 / 62



Currents
The Official Magazine of the Bluewater Cruising Association

her Danica I, in mid-March 2017.

 Kerem owns a local bakery in Marmaris and took me on a road trip to explore along the coastal roads.

Although there had been may upgrades, she was not ready for the open ocean sailing that we had in mind.
In late March, I flew to Turkey on my own to complete the upgrades, and Mary went off to Toronto to
spend some time with her elderly mom and family. Over the five weeks I spent in Marmaris, I worked my
way through a list of projects that included the installation of solar panels, batteries, stove, new propane,
SSB, workshop, removal of air conditioning, new bimini enclosure, trampoline, rigging changes, security,
ventilation and many smaller projects. I made many new friends and have had an amazing experience. I
returned on Friday, April 29, to meet Mary in the Toronto airport and we returned to Victoria together.
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 A few of the boat
projects.

We returned to Marmaris at the end of July, following the wedding of Mary’s eldest daughter, and we are
now enjoying our sailing adventure along the Turkish coast and into the Greek islands.
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Additional comments

1. Buying a boat based on Internet adds has its challenges. First of all, you need to have a sense of
trust that what you are being told is true and accurate. I communicated with the vendor many
times via the Internet. We never spoke and I never met him, but I always had a sense that he was
being honourable. It helped that his web site was very detailed and included many photos.

2. I found a marine surveyor in Marmaris, who was able to complete a report before we arrived to
look at the vessel; but not before we boarded the plane. Upon arrival, we had a couple of days to
explore the boat; we were able to interview the vessel manager extensively, and we did a test sail,
all of which allowed us to make a good assessment. With the survey and our own notes, we did
some renegotiating and removed our conditions.

3. Before we left Victoria, we had signed an Offer of Purchase and Sale, with input by my lawyer.
We put an initial deposit into a lawyers’ trust in Australia, with some conditions, and when we
made the final payment, the monies were also placed in trust.

4. We closed a bit early to make sure we could have the Canadian Registry in hand prior to my trip
to work on the boat in Turkey. We were surprised to learn that the vessel registration offices
across Canada had been consolidated into one office in Ottawa. I’m sure that was a move
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intended to create more efficiency, but compared to under a week the last time I registered a
vessel, to over a nail-biting month, I question the value, but we got it done.

5. The one glitch I encountered was the seller did not provide all of the required documents as
agreed, and he had some difficulty accepting his obligation in that area. We ended up having our
respective lawyers work out the details to complete the deal, a process that needed to be embraced
to smooth things out.

6. If you find your dream boat in a faraway place, embrace the experience, use a little caution and
include your lawyer. Under similar circumstances, I would not hesitate to make a purchase in the
same way again. I am pleased with the outcome and love the boat.

About The Author

Glen and Mary Wilson

Danica I - Fountaine Pajot Belize 43, Catamaran

Glen has been a member of the Vancouver Island Watch for eight years, as both the May Rendezvous
Coordinator and as the Vice Commodore. He has sailed extensively on Moon Shadow VI, including three
circumnavigations of Vancouver Island. He has also sailed as crew from Victoria to San Francisco and on
a five week excursion in Fiji and Wallice Futuna.

_______________________________________________
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Currents Cover Photo Contest: 2018 Winners

http://currents.bluewatercruising.org/articles/currents-cover-photo-contest-2018-winners/

Once again, the highly anticipated results of the Currents Cover Photo Contest for 2018 are in! We
received over 100 submissions (nearly twice as many as last year), and after much thoughtful deliberation
by the Currents editing team, the winning photos were selected and are posted in this photo album for all
to enjoy.

We would like to thank everyone who submitted photos for the contest. There were some awesome
submissions, and really, they were all winners in our eyes! Having said that, we had to choose 12 for the
PDF covers done for the next year of Currents. So, without further ado, the winners are (in no particular
order):

Barrie Letts, Passat II
Denis Heinrichs, Counting Stars

Stephen Carlman, Fairwyn

Cecily Grant, Cygnus

Jordan and Judy Mills, Sea Turtle IV

Margaret Krause, Whistler
Ken Buckley, Naida
Michael Stask, Finesse
Kelly and Carol Arnold, Intrepid II

Barb Lyall, Pegasus II

Dee Logan

Winners of the 2018 Currents Cover Photo Contest will receive $10.00 Currents credit to be applied to
their membership dues.
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I will sign off with a great big “thank you” to the Currents editing team, who stepped up to the plate and
helped select the best photos, following some very loose criteria: photos had to be portrait orientation,
resolution according to the parameters set on the Currents site and would have to allow for some space
for printing the month and year. It was no easy task! Thank you so much.

Image attribution: CC BY –  by  Sean MacEntee

About The Author

Rosario Passos

Counting Stars - Whitby 42 Ketch

Rosario is a dreamer who wants to sail the South Pacific.... so far she sails the local waters of the Salish
Sea to get as much experience as possible.

_______________________________________________
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Harlequin Cruises the Sea of Cortez

http://currents.bluewatercruising.org/articles/harlequin-cruises-sea-cortez/

Earlier this year, we spent eight months cruising from Sidney, BC to the north end of the Sea of Cortez.
In May 2017, we hauled the boat out and flew home for a few months. We evaluated our cruising
experience so far and planned for our next adventure: across to the Marquesas and beyond. The lessons
learned, for us, are:

Know yourself
Know your boat
Reach out
Open your eyes (and your mind!)

Know Yourself

This one is subject to change so it will be found at the end of this article.

Know Your Boat

This one you can do mostly before you leave. Our sloop, Harlequin is a heavily modified 37 foot 1985
Express. The Carl Schumacher race-design hull was attractive to us as speed translates to safety in our
minds, and as an older boat, the price was in our range. Henk, a plumber by trade, spent two years

                                   44 / 62

http://currents.bluewatercruising.org/articles/harlequin-cruises-sea-cortez/


Currents
The Official Magazine of the Bluewater Cruising Association

modifying the boat in our Vancouver backyard, in order to incorporate the features of newer designs. As a
result, Harlequin has a 3,600 pound, retractable, deep draft, fin keel, fitted with a lead bulb (draft 8ft 10
in to 5 ft 10in), a walk through stern, reinforced bow, and extended cabin headroom (so one can wash the
dishes without being bent over like the hunchback of Notre Dame!). The rigging is heat treated dynema.
Henk also put in new  plumbing, electrical, communication and navigation systems.

Because Henk overhauled the boat so thoroughly, he knows it inside and out and has spare parts for many
situations. For example, he has rebuilt the toilet twice, replaced the impeller and cleared the engine water
intake filter numerous times. We have both HAM radio /Sailmail  and Garmin inreach/ipad systems for
weather and communication and both have their limitations: sailmail depends on HAM reception, which
varies with the time of day and the amount of interference (masts) around you and the Garmin limits you
to 160 letters/message. Our Gennaker furling system broke way back in November 2016, in the middle of
the night on the Pacific side of the Baha, so now we just shadow it behind the main and take it down by
hand. (What were we thinking, running a Gennaker in the middle of the night you ask? That’s another
lesson learned!)

Lesson Learned: Take advantage of the seminars offered by Bluewater Cruising Association and prepare
your boat as carefully as you can, BUT expect things to go wrong and expect things to break. Take spare
parts and be ready to adapt and repair. Depending on where you go, supplies may or may not be available.
We recently took a rental car up to San Diego to pick up parts we couldn’t find in Mexico. Suppliers can
often ship parts, but going ourselves in a rental car was faster and also gave us a holiday from our
cruising holiday!
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 Peaceful anchorage

Reach Out

This should be a no-brainer, but needs to be said. Being on a boat cuts you off from your normal social
ties and supports. You have to make new ones. The good news is there are ample opportunities.

We have really enjoyed the company and security of cruising buddies and interactions with local people
along the way. We started alone, from Sidney, and made our way down the Pacific Coast to San Diego in
jumps of 2-5 days, staying for a couple of days or even a week in each place. Everywhere, we met other
cruisers and shared meals, information and experiences. The people we met along the way were an
enormous positive addition to the trip.

Once in San Diego, we joined the Baha Haha fleet. What a great experience!  There were seminars and a
costume party beforehand and then the excitement of sailing out of San Diego in a fleet of 150 boats! We
were blessed with nice following winds and marvelous sailing for much of the trip. The beach parties and
get-togethers were wonderful opportunities to eat, dance, connect with other cruisers and just a whole lot
of fun!

Carrying on into the Sea of Cortez, we enjoyed constant company from Haha boats, and joined in on
cruiser community events. We spent a whole week snorkeling and hiking at Cabo Pulmo (Los Frailes)
with several other boats. This spot is a success story in the Sea of Cortez. Since fishing was banned here,
the reef has regained some of its former diversity, making it the best snorkeling site in the Sea. At Isla
San Francisco, we spent a magical evening on the beach around a fire, making music under a full moon.
Another memorable day we spent exploring the upper reaches of Tabor (aka Steinbeck) Canyon near
Puerto Escondido. I felt about 12 years old, squirming under boulders, through waterways and shinnying
up trees. That was so much fun we went back three times! Regular running workouts with Laurie, from 
Muskoka, have been another great addition to our cruising lifestyle. The cruiser community, Club
Crucero in La Paz, runs activities every day of the year, from celestial navigation, quilting, dominoes, line
dancing and daily coffee, to annual charity events. I went to the Post Office in San Felipe, looking for
internet service and was instead invited to stay and join in a belly dancing class that was starting. Of
course I stayed and yes, it was fun. You never know what social opportunities will come your way, but
they definitely add to the enjoyment of this lifestyle.

With the exception of somewhat aggressive vendors in Cabo San Lucas, we have had excellent
experiences with locals. Marta at Marina Cortez in La Paz, is super helpful and friendly when you need to
leave your boat for a few weeks. Lupe runs a tiny restaurant on the beach in Puerto Escondido, serving up
a menu of excellent Mexican food and happy conversation. Mario, owner of a remote rancho, saddled up
and rode his mule behind our car to show us cave paintings. Strolling the malecon on Friday night in
towns from La Paz to Puerto Penasco, there are people of all ages, families, and local bands playing
different tunes at the same time. Its colorful, noisy and fun. Our experience with Mexican people has been
extremely positive. We have found them to be unfailingly courteous and helpful.

Lesson Learned: Everything is more fun with company, so reach out to fellow cruisers! Invest in
learning to speak the language so you can talk with the locals. Many Mexicans speak English to varying
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degrees, but all appreciate your efforts to speak Spanish.

Open Your Mind

Learn something new every day!

“This Isla Ventana is totally barren,” I thought as we approached the beach. “There is nothing here but
more rock and cacti.” Then I saw the cactus flowers… bright red and four inches across. I took pictures
because I hadn’t seen that kind before and we needed to move on due to weather. When I returned to the
boat, I found that what I’d seen was endemic to the islands of this area so suddenly it was a “once in a
lifetime” day for me. Similarly, after a long hike in the painted desert hills  behind Este Ton, I found a
lovely yellow and purple flower that I cannot identify from any of the plant guides. I wonder if I have
found a new endemic species? Scrambling up Steinbeck Canyon we found maidenhair fern surrounding a
shaded spring, as well as palm trees, fig trees and wild grapes. Absolutely the last plants I would have
expected in that dry desert canyon!

 Making time to hike and explore!

Our marine wildlife viewing highlights have been tempered with the growing, somber awareness that this
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area is over-fished and some species are threatened with extinction. We are heartened to see more marine
mammals than we did on our trip here ten years ago: blue whales, humpbacks, fin and  pilot whales as
well as dolphins almost daily, and colonies of sea lions. Near La Paz, we swam with a thirty foot whale
shark and that was a huge thrill, but many areas where we expected to find great snorkeling have been
disappointing. We are told by fishermen, activists, marina staff, museum staff, and longtime cruisers that
this wonderful aquarium, so called by Jacques Cousteau, is vastly depleted due to nearly a century of over-
fishing.

In San Felipe, we met the Sea Shepherd crew of the Farley Mowat and learned about their efforts to save
the nearly extinct vaquita. This tiniest of cetaceans is endemic to the northern Sea of Cortez and there are
only an estimated thirty of them left. They get tangled in fishnets and die. While fishing with nets is
illegal, it is not illegal to buy, sell or possess nets. So Sea Shepherd volunteers go out with a Mexican
naval escort and remove the nets. The goal of the fishermen is to catch totoaba, as the swim bladder of
this giant sea bass is highly prized in China. This is obviously a complex issue, but the bottom line is we
are losing another species right here and right now. I was immensely impressed by the passion and
determination of the Sea Shepherd crew, who come from all over the world to donate their skills, time
and energy to saving the vaquita from extinction. Hopefully this will be another success story, like many
whale populations, Pacific sea otters and Cabo Pulmo reef fish.

Bird watching has been fascinating here in the Sea of Cortez. We saw red cardinals and vermilion
flycatchers for the first time on the roadside at Puerto Escondido. While rowing along the shoreline at
remote Puerto Refugio, I noticed nesting colonies of pelicans. Because I was going slowly, I saw the
adolescents in their fluffy, white, awkwardness and even caught a glimpse of wrinkled, black nestlings.
We have seen many osprey nests on rocky pinnacles. Often there are young inside and sadly there is often
plastic and other debris incorporated into the nest. We visited Isla Raza, where most of the world’s
Heerman gull population goes to nest. A green heron, Xantus hummingbird and a hooded oriole are also
on my list of birding “personal firsts”.

The land itself puts on a dramatic show here. A wide vein of black obsidian curves across the cliff at
Punta Pulpita and chunks of the volcanic glass litter the beach and dunes. Isla Encantada  sheds floating
rocks (pumice). At Puerto Los Gatos, ancient red sandstone is carved in intricate, lacelike patterns: it
looks like water frozen in midsplash. Caves dot the shoreline near Caleta Vee on Isla San Jose and at
Puerto Refugio on Isla Angel de la Guarda. On Isla Coronados, we climbed to the top of the extinct
volcano. The mountains on Isla Angel de la Guarda  range through geological  kaleidoscope of yellow,
brown, purple, red pink and green! In addition to the natural colors of the desert landscapes, ancient
people left their dramatic art in hidden caves and canyons here up to 7,500 years ago. National
Geographic calls Baja” the great mural country”. We spent three memorable days visiting sites in La
Trinidad and Las Borjitas near Mulege and another cave near Agua Verde. Getting there was an
adventure in itself but the paintings are truly overwhelming.

We have met cruisers who pursue all sorts of interests on board. One friend is an avid quilter and another
paints. My cruiser buddy, Laurie, can count on one hand the number of days she has missed her running
workout in the last year of cruising! We met one couple who had a guitar and a folding flamenco dance
floor on board! I would not be without my piano and have had hours of pleasure from it on this trip. The
cruising communities in La Paz and Zihuatenejo both organize week-long events to benefit local charities
and there are many opportunities to get involved in these and other cruiser organized events. Learning
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Spanish has been a good challenge for me. There’s nothing like memorizing pages of verb conjugations if
you like that kind of thing… Clearly the boat itself provides endless challenge and reward as something
always needs fixing or improving.

Lesson Learned: Take your hobbies and interests along, expand them, start something new. Learn
something new every day and have “Aha” or “Wow” moments as often as possible.

Know Yourself

This is the hardest bit. Don’t underestimate your own needs. Keep the sailing in perspective and figure
out what you need to keep an even keel in your own head. For me, it’s social interaction (strangers are
just fine), daily physical exercise, playing music and learning. For Henk, it’s good friends, good food, red
wine, listening to music and reading pulp fiction. We can find all of those things while cruising, so we are
looking forward to the next episode of Harlequin‘s adventures when we head for the Marquesas and the
South Pacific. If you are interested in a more in depth coverage of our cruising to date, read our blog.

 

About The Author

Henk and Lisa Benckhuysen

Harlequin - Express 37 Sloop

Henk and Lisa Benckhuysen, retired plumber and teacher, are afloat on Harlequin, a 1985 Express 37.
Long time residents of the Lower Mainland, their home port is now Sidney by the Sea, on Vancouver
Island. Leaving in August 2016, they sailed south to the Sea of Cortez, the first leg of a five year plan
written in sand at low tide. They are currently exploring the Gold Coast of Mexico.

_______________________________________________
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Why You Shouldn’t Force Your Shore Power Plug to Fit

http://currents.bluewatercruising.org/articles/shouldnt-force-shore-power-plug-fit/

The National Electrical Manufacturers Association (NEMA), which is largely responsible for setting the
standards for plug and receptacle configurations, does its best to ensure that the correct plug is inserted
into the appropriate receptacle, but by sheer determination it may be possible to thwart their best effort.
By sheer force it would be possible to destroy the plastic preventing the bent blades from being inserted
into the wrong type of receiver and connect different amperages/voltages together with dangerous results.

The very common marine shore power plug rated for 30A/125V (NEMA L5-30) has a portion of its
grounding blade bent inward, and the also common 50A/250V (NEMA SS-2) has both of its ‘hot’ lines
blades bent slightly outward with the ground on the sleeve. If you were to force these two very different
connectors together by attempting to plug a 30A/125V shore power cord into a 50A/250V receptacle
there is one of three possible outcomes, none of them, unfortunately, include the safety ground on the
50A/250V from coming into contact with any path to ground.

Two of the three scenarios require reorientation of the 30A/125V ground blade by bending the locking tab
outward to appear similar to the ‘hot’ receiver of the 50A/250V receptacle; the other two blades are
straight, so minimal force will only be necessary to get those to insert. Electrically the outcome is that the
ground aboard that vessel is ‘hot’, which goes beyond foolishness into the realm of downright dangerous.
Every piece of grounded equipment on board would be energized, and the AC potential in the vessels
ground system will try to find a path back to ground through the water, which could be lethal for any
person in the water.

In addition to energizing the ground conductor the fate of the other two lines in the first two scenarios
results in a reverse polarity situation in one instance, and the other instance things may appear deceptively
normal. The third scenario does not require reorientation of the ground blade, so it may be the path of
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least resistance for anyone foolhardy enough to attempt to make this ill-advised connection.

In the third scenario, the ground on the vessel’s system is fed the neutral shore line. Neutral on board
becomes hot, and the hot on the vessel is connected to the other hot line from the 50A/250V shore side
power. Every piece of electrical equipment that is designed for 125VAC would be fed 250VAC. Most
equipment is not designed to withstand voltages in excess of their design parameters, and the result would
most likely be a catastrophic failure.

About The Author

Jeff Cote

Pacific Yacht Systems - 

Jeff Cote is a systems design engineer and owner of Pacific Yacht Systems, a full service shop delivering
marine electrical and navigation solutions for recreational boats. Visit their website and blog for info and
articles on marine electrical systems, projects and more: www.pysystems.ca.

_______________________________________________
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Vancouver Island Fleet Report: December 2017

http://currents.bluewatercruising.org/news/vancouver-island-fleet-report-december-2017/

On Wednesday, December 13, 16 fleet members from 9 boats were privileged to hear Jordan & Judy
Mills breath real life experiences into a presentation on the paperwork involved in clearing in and out of
foreign countries after which Daragh Nagle and Al Kitchen discussed passage planning in general and
specifically the trip options heading south along the north eastern Pacific. The value of the interaction
with returned cruisers was readily evident as Jordan and Judy appeared to be kept busy through the break
and after the meeting answering questions and engaging in interesting conversations.

In addition, Ralph Lapp talked about the need and values of volunteering and Karen Fowler showed off
her small stove, space-efficient, cooking pan.

January 10 will see everyone’s faces buried in their laptops as Rudy Witt will guide the Fleet through the
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possibilities of Open CPN. This is sure to be a popular topic and we are expecting a great turnout.

Many of our current VI Fleet members are from the mid-island group who travel to Victoria to make the
meetings. The trip can be a challenge at any time of the year, especially during the fall and winter
seasons, so Daragh has been “running point” on exploring facilities for video conferencing our
presentations to those who may not otherwise be able to attend. We are in the developmental stages right
now and hope to have a workable system running soon.

About The Author

Al Kitchen - VI Fleet Coordinator

Wyndspree - Huntingford 53 Ketch

Al Kitchen has been a BCA member since 2005. Al and his wife Gaye lived aboard Wyndspree (53?
ketch) from 1996 until 2007 and cruised the BC coast throughout this time. Between 2006 and the
present, Al crewed on different boats with fellow Bluewater members, including voyages from Victoria,
BC to San Francisco; Gladstone, Australia to Fiji; New Zealand to Victoria, B.C.; and San Jose del Cabo
to Hilo, HI. Al is now co-coordinating the V.I. Fleet group with Daragh Nagle.

_______________________________________________
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Vancouver Club Night - Florida to Puerto Vallarta: The Ongoing
Adventures Aboard J’SEA

http://currents.bluewatercruising.org/events/vancouver-club-night-florida-puerto-vallarta-ongoing-
adventures-aboard-jsea/

John Cuzner has sailed many rallies and Atlantic crossings, sailing over 100,000 nm mostly offshore, in 3
different sailboats with the name J’Sea. The Fort Lauderdale to Puerto Vallarta journey via Panama, was
made on J’Sea, a Jeanneau Sun Odyssey 44i (45.1 LOA).

John and Liz will share with us the highs and lows of this trip.

Departing Florida in March 2016, they were involved in a refugee rescue by the US Coast Guard and had
a passenger pigeon take over the helmsman’s seat. They stopped in Jamaica after 4 days passing the
Florida Keys and the east side of Cuba and then headed directly to the Panama Canal.

After a week waiting for a canal transit date, the transit was quite eventful – come hear the details!

_______________________________________________
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Preparing Your Boat for Offshore

http://currents.bluewatercruising.org/events/preparing-boat-offshore/

There are significant differences between coastal sailboats and those that venture offshore.  The process
of upgrading your coastal boat to be safe and functional on long offshore passages can be daunting. 
Which upgrades are essential and which are just nice to have or can be deferred?

This one day workshop with Norm & Beth Cooper breaks down the boat preparation process to each area
of the boat ranging from below the water line to electronics and communication.  The content has been
updated to include the latest trends and technologies in use by cruisers today, and will include these key
subjects:

Below the Waterline
Topsides
Inside the Boat
Electronics & Communication
Power Management
Safety Systems
Dinghies
Recreational Goodies
Provisioning
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Ditch Bag
Medical Kit
Spare Parts

The presentation includes hundreds of photos and illustrations.  Norm & Beth will also have lots of
equipment on hand.

_______________________________________________
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VI South Club Night - Cruising SE Asia: Sailing the Tropical
Never-Never Land

http://currents.bluewatercruising.org/events/vi-south-club-night-cruising-se-asia-sailing-tropical-never-
never-land/

In SE Asia, sailors find all the allure of a tropical cruising paradise. Great climate, great waters, secure
anchorages, and of course, affordable living, welcoming locals, and great places to get work done on your
boat. It’s a magical place, so rich in new experiences ashore and afloat, you may never want to leave – as
many never do. In this talk, we will take you to the main attractions, consider some do’s and don’ts, and
share many stories of adventures and misadventures that will get you hooked.

Cresswell Walker and his partner Irena lived, worked and sailed extensively in SE Asia for 6 years aboard
the their Oyster Lightwave 48, SV Conversations. As part of a 10-year circumnavigation, they sailed
extensively between Singapore, Malaysia, Indonesia, Thailand and the Philippines, while also travelling
in Viet Nam, Cambodia, China and India delivering yachts, skippering charters, and just hanging out.

_______________________________________________
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Vancouver International Boat Show 2018

http://currents.bluewatercruising.org/events/vancouver-international-boat-show-2018/

The 56th annual Vancouver International Boat Show runs January 17-21, 2018, at two great locations –
indoors at BC Place and a Floating Show at Granville Island Maritime Market and Marina.  Show hours
are 10am – 8pm every day except Sunday (10am – 5pm).  The in-water venue is open daily from 10am –
5pm.

According to the producers, this is Western Canada’s premier boat show – BC’s largest showcase for the
recreational boating industry and new 2017 products. In addition to displays from hundreds of marine
suppliers, boating experts from around the world (including a number of BCA members) educate, inspire
and entertain show attendees by sharing their experiences and expertise on everything from boating basics
to spellbinding adventures.

BCA’s presence at the Boat Show includes a booth and an offshore-ready boat at Granville Island. In
addition, a presentation about BCA and how the Association helps prepare cruisers for offshore will be
given by BCA members, Tony Roberts and Karin Lengger, on Saturday (6:00pm) and Sunday (1:15pm).
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Volunteering at the Boat Show provides approximately 75 BCA members with a great opportunity to
share their passion for offshore cruising, talk about the benefits of BCA membership with like-minded
boaters, and check out the latest in boats and boating-related accessories and services.

Be sure to stop by the booth and/or the offshore-proven “show boat,” Mayaluga, a Hans Christian 33, and
say hello!

_______________________________________________
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VI Mid-Island Club Night - Northern and Southern Europe

http://currents.bluewatercruising.org/events/vi-mid-island-club-night-northern-southern-europe/

One of Mid-Island Group’s own, Kevin Bourgeois is no longer a Dreamer…but a Doer, having just
completed the first leg of his sailing adventure in Northern and Southern Europe.

Join Kevin and his son Richard as they set sail in May 2017 from Orust, Sweden on their 40? Halberg
Rassy sloop Ocean Dreamer, heading for the Mediterranean. Crossing the Baltic, the North Sea, the
English Channel, the Bay of Biscay, before heading through the Strait of Gibralter, they experienced
varied weather but found many nice warm pubs along the way! They changed crew a few times, with
stops in the UK, Portugal, Sardinia and Italy, before finishing in Prevesa, (Ionian) Greece in November.
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Join us January 18 for all the details – including importing a boat to Canada from Europe, dealing with
officials in various countries, boat improvements and additions for going offshore, problem/issues that
occurred and what Kevin would do differently!

_______________________________________________
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