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The Galapagos

http://currents.bluewatercruising.org/articles/the-galapagos/

The Galapagos archipelago is known worldwide for its unique and fearless wildlife and is a World
Heritage site.   Strict control on tourist access is maintained in an effort to protect the natural inhabitants. 
Sadly, a lot of cruisers on a tight budget do not stop for a visit, as the costs are extremely expensive.  You
can either stay on one Island: either San Cristobal or Santa Cruz for 21 days; or three islands including
Isabela, for 60 days.  You are, however, unable to check into Isabela, but thankfully can still check out. 
For us, arriving with family and having more coming to visit, we opted for 60-day autograph.  It was the
perfect decision and certainly worth the extra payment incurred.

Checking-in in San Cristobal

We arrived in San Cristobal after a perfect five and a half day sail from Panama.  The last day we crossed
the equator and celebrated in style, with one of our young crew dressing up and acting as King Neptune. 
Two months in advance, as required, we had organized an Autografo Vista with Bolivar Pesantes:
pesantes@hotmail.com.  To check into the Galapagos, one has to employ an agent. Bolivar had been
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recommended and was very efficient.   Payment is in cash only, so we arrived with a huge envelope full
of US dollars.

Please note that rules change every year for entry, what tourists can do and costs.  So it is important to
make sure any information researched is current.

We arrived at midday on Easter Sunday.  Having been charged $100 overtime in the Cayman Islands, we
had checked before our departure to see if we would be charged overtime and were advised there would
be none.  We were delighted.  Bolivar was in the anchorage as we motored in, and we soon had eight
guys climbing on board for our check in and hull inspection.  We had stopped 100 miles out for a swim
and to wipe down the hull, so we were as clean as a whistle.  However, one friend arrived with white anti-
fouling that was not totally white.  They were fined $100 and told to go back out to sea to clean the hull. 
They employed a diver and were amazed when he jumped over the side into the harbour when it was
dark, to do the job.  Afterwards they were told to go for a sail.   Getting back the next day, they got a
clean bill of health.  Crazy.

Our check in went very smoothly, no problems with anything.  Friends on other boats had made up signs
for garbage, etc., as per instructions, but all we had to do was sign forms and answer lots of questions. 
Fumigation on the other hand was unexpected. The certificate we were given in Panama was a waste of
money, as none are now valid on arrival into the Galapagos.  We were asked to close the hatches and
leave for fours hours so they could smoke out our boat.  On our return, everything was covered with a
fine layer of oil.  We had friends arriving and suggested covering everything with sheets and towels; just
wish we had also been warned beforehand.
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 San Cristobal is the island of sea lions! Sea lions on dock seats.

San Cristobal, the Island of Sea Lions.  Gotta love them, but they drove us crazy the first day.  They also
smell awful.  We thought we had protected our boat from boarding, but they still managed to climb up the
scopes at the back of Ta-b within minutes of our anchoring and even tried to get into our cockpit.  We
were constantly on alert; especially at night, which seemed to be their favourite time to try boarding.  One
of our crew had fallen asleep in the cockpit the first night and nearly had a sea lion climb on top of him!
Gave him a hell of a fright.  All we could do is laugh.  The noise they make is incredible, but we got used
to it; especially when they stopped clambering up onto our boat.  In the end, some tarpaulins did the trick.
A friend was not so lucky. They had come back to their boat to find sea lions in their cockpit, with vomit
and poo everywhere.  It took weeks to get rid of the smell.  We even heard of a boat where the sea lions
got into the saloon, lovely mammals, but boy they can make a mess.

We loved San Cristobal; it has lots of character and trips to enjoy.  The highlight of our stay was a trip
that Manuel of Starsky tours put on for us; to Punta Pitt and Kicker Rock, the two main sights of the
Island. We were a group of eight with five guys looking after us, including a very knowledgeable
National Parks guide.  Kicker Rock is an incredible rock; in three pieces, rising 500? up above the water,
which is 400? deep all around. A great place to snorkel and dive.
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 Kicker Rock

At Punta Pitt, we went for a terrific hike where we observed, amongst other wildlife, nesting red and blue-
footed boobies.  The view was stunning.  We also snorkeled off Pitt Island, where we saw more shoals of
fish then we have ever seen before, in crystal clear water.  Manuel was a mine of information; with
excellent English, who helped us with many boat issues, including organizing water delivery for us at no
extra cost.  He was delightful and certainly worth getting to know.
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 Lovely sea lion Punta Pitt

While at San Cristobal, we also hiked to Punta Carola, onto the beautiful beach of Cao de Horno and out
to Las Tijeretas to swim with the turtles and sea lions, visiting the Interpretative Center on the way.  We
took a day cab tour for $60, and visited the tortoise conservation center, hiked El Junco Lake crater rim
and swam Chinos Bay; while also enjoying our best meal on the Island at a hill side restaurant
overlooking the Island and water below.  Not to be missed is the incredible bakery, open after 5pm, that
sold yummy pastries for a mere 25 cents each. Heaven!  Be warned: the $1 water taxis that we always
used, only run until 10pm. We had young crew that got caught short.

Santa Cruz

After a week, we lucked out with another wonderful day’s sail to Santa Cruz, where Irene Pumayugra
quickly checked us in and organized for us to have fuel delivered to our boat.  She was wonderful and
looked after us extremely well during our stay, helping us to check out at Immigration, as it can’t be done
in Isabela.

We had fun getting to know the cruisers in Academy anchorage; socializing from boat to boat, and with
cheap drinks and food we often went out.  Like San Cristobal, the anchorage was rolly, so we were glad
to be a Catamaran.  Santa Cruz is the most populated Island, with great shopping in Puerto Ayora, the
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largest town in the islands.  The sea lions also seemed to keep to themselves, which was a relief.  There is
a grocery shop near the dock that was well stocked, with a good municipal market and a Saturday market
(go early) not to be missed.  The fish market is very entertaining; with the sea lions and pelicans enjoying
the scraps, fish was only $3 a kilo.  The best market I have ever found.  We splashed out at the sushi place
on the main road out of town, and it was worth every penny. We would also recommend the laundry
down the alley off the main road, where she did a super job and was very reasonable.

 Giant tortoise

The Darwin Research Station was closed for repairs; instead we hiked to Bahia Tortuga, over a great
paved path.  There is a beautiful beach for surfing and if you keep walking to the end, there is a lovely
lagoon (you can get a boat ride back to town for $10 pp, but we walked back along the lovely paved
path).  An early swim at Las Grietas, which is a fissure in the volcanic rock, was beautiful with no one
there.  We found it worth climbing over the rocks and going to the other fissure in the rock area for a
second swim.  We also took a cab to see huge, wild land tortoises and to explore the lava tunnels, a
unique experience.  There are many trips to some of the other islands from Santa Cruz to be enjoyed. 
Getting into town was easy by water taxi at 75 cents a ride, and they run 24/7, which worked much better
for our young guests.

Isla Isabela
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We motor sailed to Isabela and anchored in beautiful Puerto Villamil, which is very protected by low
volcanic islets called Las Tintoreas.  The water here is crystal clear and we enjoyed playing with sea lion
pups between our hulls in the late mornings, when they would appear.  Swimming and kayaking around
the anchorage we found out is not allowed, as the area is reserved for tourists; however we needed to
check our hull on a regular basis. You can use your tender to get to the small dingy dock that during the
day is taken over by sea lions and large iguanas; luckily they are used to being climbed over.

 Black iguana

A short walk takes you to Embarcadero town, either by road or via the beach.  The town is small, with no
banks and limited supplies; but there are some great lunches to be had and James at the Booby Trap Bar,
who checked us out, was a mine of information.  There is a ton of wildlife around the anchorage,
including the famous penguins, and the Las Tintoreas tour is very popular.  There are the volcanoes to
visit, the Wall of Tears via the Flamingo lagoons, Concha de Perla to snorkel, kayaking, biking, but for us
the highlight was our day trip to Cabo Rosa.

It is a 25-mile panga (local boat) ride to Cabo Rosa via Union Rock.  The boat surfs over the breakers to a
collapsed lava landscape that is incredible.  Our driver skillfully negotiated us through extremely narrow
channels, with crystal clear water.  Everywhere there were bridges, arches and tunnels, with cactus
growing on the lava – it was magical.  A hike took us around more stunning landscapes, with turtles and
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fish to be observed in the clear water and mating boobies to be seen on land.  We then moved to another
area for snorkeling.  We saw hundreds of huge turtles; observed sleeping white tip, nursing, and reef
sharks; saw a large shoal of golden rays, and even a large seahorse in the mangroves.

We had my brother and wife on board; and decided to celebrate my birthday early by having every one in
the anchorage on board the night before they left.  The large group included two musicians and we had a
terrific night, a wonderful get together that makes cruising so much fun.  We loved the Galapagos and
would have stayed longer; however, a perfect weather window arrived, telling us it was time, sadly, to
leave for the Marquesas.  As we took up the anchor, our playful sea lion pups swam around the chain and
then instead of dolphins wishing us well on our journey, we had two massive manta rays come alongside
as we trimmed the sails.  Oh the Galapagos, words are not enough to describe its beauty – we look
forward to returning one day!

About The Author

Jane and Russell Poulston

Ta-b - 46’ Fontaine Pajot Bahia Maestro Catamaran

Jane and Russell Poulston left Vancouver in November 2007 to live aboard “Ta-b”. Before “Ta-b” they
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owned “Waatea” a 37’ Dehler sloop for 20 years which they brought over from England. They arrived in
Vancouver with their six month old twins in 1989 and dreamed of cruising offshore. Their first two years
were spent around the Eastern Caribbean. They crossed the Atlantic via Bermuda and the Azores to
Portugal, and they spent five summers in the Mediterranean going as far as Israel with the EMYR
(Eastern Mediterranean Yacht Rally).  

They crossed the Atlantic again in November 2013 arriving in Barbados for Christmas. After revisiting
their favourite islands in the eastern Caribbean they spent their second season cruising the western
Caribbean.  

This year they sailed from Cuba to the Cayman Islands, then down to the San Blas Islands and onto
Panama. After transiting the canal they sailed to the Galapagos, then onto the Marquesas, Tuamotus and
Society Islands of French Polynesia. 

_______________________________________________
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Attaching Flags to Flag Halyards

http://currents.bluewatercruising.org/articles/attaching-flags-flag-halyards/

We all want to fly our bits of coloured cloth, proudly announcing where we’re from (national ensign),
where we are (courtesy flags), and who we are (club and rally burgees, fishing flags, cocktail hour
announcements, etc.).

The trouble is, they can be a pain to raise and adjust, and those little flag clips or halyard clips seem
extremely costly ($13USD a pair at West Marine), and fragile.

There is a solution that is sturdy, appropriately marine-ized, and cost effective.

Next time you’re by a chandler or well-stocked fishing equipment store, grab some large-ish swivel/snap
combos and a few split rings (actually, grab some extra split rings in various sizes for snap shackle repair
down the road; they’re cheap and handy to have on hand).

Assemble the split rings to the swivels so you get a few like this:
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To use them, pull the flag halyard through the split ring like this:
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And double it back to make a ring knot like this:
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Pulled tight on the halyard, it won’t slip, and can be adjusted up and down the halyard to accommodate
different numbers of flags or burgees, or different sized ones with ease.

The fishing swivels and clips are an appropriate marine grade to last approximately forever, and the parts
to make up a few of these are a fraction of the cost of the purpose-built ‘yachty’ ones you will see in the
chandlery.

About The Author

Rob Murray

Avant - Beneteau First 44.5 Sloop

Rob Murray and Debra Zhou are 'Doers' in the Sea of Cortez, Mexico.

_______________________________________________
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An Easy New Year's Resolution: Updating Your BCA Profile

http://currents.bluewatercruising.org/articles/easy-new-years-resolution-updating-bca-profile/

Make it one of your New Year’s resolutions to check your BCA profile information today! Is the
information accurate and up-to-date regarding your:

Name
Is it spelled correctly and capitalized appropriately, e.g., Cathy Smith-Brown, not cathy
Smith-brown

Mailing address
Please use the following street abbreviations (including the periods):

Ave., Blvd., Cir., Cres., Ct., Dr., Hts., Ln., Pkwy., Pl., Rd., St., Ter., Way.
For directions: N., S., E., W., N.W., N.E., S.W., S.E.

Phone number(s)
Be sure to check the area code(s)

Email address
Ham and/or VHF licence
Partner/spouse, if applicable
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Yacht club membership

Here’s how to review the existing information and make corrections or updates:

Go to the Bluewater Cruising Association website and log in
Click on ‘Manage Profile’ (upper right rail)
Click on ‘Edit Bio’ (found under “Information & Settings”)
Review / update your information and save changes (bottom of page)

If you are the primary member (the one who pays for the membership) check to make sure:

Your Boat name and type are up-to-date
Marina or Currently Cruising info is up-to-date
Your partner/spouse (the associate member) and/or boat are listed as ‘sub-accounts’:

Click on ‘Sub-accounts’ (look for the small blue box on the left after saving your Edit
Bio changes, OR click on ‘Sub-accounts” found under “Information & Settings”)

Is your partner/spouse linked to you?
Is your boat linked to you?
If they aren’t, follow the prompts to create a sub-account

If you do not remember your username and/or password, if your sub-accounts are not linked to your
account, or if you have any other questions about updating your profile, email Vimmy, BCA’s
administrator, for assistance.

Thank you for your updates; you will make the directory coordinators’ job much easier!  And good luck
with those other, more demanding resolutions.  Happy New Year!

About The Author

Jennifer Handley

Camdeboo - Lavranos 50 Cutter-Rigged Sloop

Jennifer Handley and Campbell Good sailed Camdeboo to the South Pacific in 2006 with their two
daughters, a niece, nephew and Jennifer’s brother. By the time Camdeboo returned to Victoria in 2011,
she had 25,000 nm under her keel, visited 14 countries and 27 people had come aboard as crew. Jennifer
was BCA Commodore 2014-2016 and happily took on the role of Past Commodore in 2017.
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Currently Cruising Updates - January 2018

http://currents.bluewatercruising.org/articles/currently-cruising-updates-january-2018/

This edition of Currently Cruising Updates brings greetings from BCA members in New Zealand, the
Med, Mexico, Panama and the Marshall Islands. The Currents editorial team wishes all currently
cruising members fair winds and following seas in 2018; please stay in touch as we love to hear from
you.
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 Barrie and Sandra Letts

Barrie and Sandra Letts, Passat II, Fleet of 2007

In 2017 we entered the Med. In March we returned to Seville, Spain to rejoin Passat II for another season
of adventures. After recommissioning chores we anchored in the Guadalquivir River for 4 days, while a
full on storm howled over us. Up to 60 kts were recorded in the nearby Strait of Gibraltar. Finally we left
the river and cruised eastward along the remaining South coast of Spain to Barbate, stopping in Cadiz and
passing Trafalgar enroute.

In part to meet VAT regulations, we left the EU, enjoying a fantastic sail across the Strait of Gibraltar to
Tangier, Morocco. A new continent and culture awaited us. We enjoyed our visit, however, the harbor is
not yacht friendly, resulting in some costly repairs (see blog for details). We departed Tangier at sundown
to avoid another night of surging against the concrete dock. A night crossing of the straits to Gibraltar is
not for the faint of heart. A true test of navigation by radar and AIS. We set a new record for vessels
within a 6 mile range topping our English Channel crossings. We arrived in the wee hours safe and sound.

During our harbour hopping along the Spanish south and east coasts we took time to do inland trips to see
Ronda and Granada. Both are world class historic destinations, giving great insight to the Medieval and
Moor contributions to the Spanish culture. The summer months were enjoyed cruising the Spanish, Italian

                                   20 / 76

http://svpassatii.blogspot.ca


Currents
The Official Magazine of the Bluewater Cruising Association

and French islands between Spain and Italy. Sunshine, warm clear waters and great food, wine and
friends. It is a tough life, not. There were some challenges. Repairing the boat damage caused in
Morocco, replacing the vibration dampener between the motor and transmission, and a forest fire next to
one of our anchorages to name a few.

In September we ended our season in the Arno River, near Pisa, Italy, returning to Canada via Vienna and
London. Another great season to savour as we enjoy the company of our Canadian family and friends.
Details and pictures on our blog.

Wishing everyone fair winds and calm anchorages.

Steve and Linda Warren, Warren Peace, Fleet of 2007

After 11 years of cruising we are now in Shelter Bay Marina in Colon Panama doing a major refit. Hope
to be completed in early 2018 and then will either head up to the Rio Dulce in Guatemala or go out to the
San Blas Islands for the rest of the season. We are currently considering selling Warren Peace and doing a
few years of land travel. If you are interested in a great offshore boat keep us in mind.

 Karen and Chuck at Bloody Mary’s in Bora Bora
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Karen Thomas and Chuck Gauthier, Katie G, Fleet of 2011

This is a brief overview of what we’ve been up to since we splashed in San Carlos, Mexico on September
30, 2016 after luckily escaping damage from Hurricane Newton that came in the vicinity of the yard
where Katie G was in storage (about 30 boats knocked down).

We headed north to the Bay of LA and were blessed with an unusual “Indian summer” because we didn’t
arrive until late in October.  When the northers began to blow we rode them south to San Carlos, across
the sea to La Paz, and back across to Mazatlan to clear up some outstanding business with a few last stops
at favorite anchorages along the Baja.  We spent Christmas in Mazatlan with our daughter Kate and after
the holidays we sailed off to the Socorro Islands for our first true dip into the blue water.  The diving was
great and the huge manta rays and other pelagic sealife left us with great memories.  Then we had a nice
sail back to the mainland landing in San Blas and although we didn’t accomplish what we went there for,
we did go on the jungle river trip which was just fantastic and highly recommended.  It was then a short
sail to Puerto Vallarta to do final preparations for the crossing to the South Pacific.

Times in PV were challenging, we fell behind schedule, and it once again looked like our crossing was in
jeopardy.  We were pretty much the last to leave and were having difficulty finding a connecting wind out
to the trade winds but as luck would have it the winds just kept filling in front of us and we had a great
crossing and were hove to off Hiva Oa in 22 days.  Our time in French Polynesia was rushed and even
with spending four months there it didn’t seem like enough and we lamented not having the one year
visa.

After spending time in the Marquesas, Tuamotos and Societies our visa was about to expire and so we
reluctantly checked out of Bora Bora and set sail for Suwarrow in the Northern Cook Islands.  That was a
great stop but, still running behind, it wasn’t long and we were off to Pago Pago, American Samoa.  We
enjoyed Pago Pago more than we thought we would and stayed longer as well.  Then we were off to
Tuvalu and made stops in Funafuti and Nukafetau.

The SPCZ was hovering over Tuvalu and it was also blocking the tradewinds along our intended route to
Tarawa, Kiribati but we did work our way across the equator with a sigh of relief because we were late
crossing and were out of our insurance coverage zone for a couple of weeks and were very thankful that
lightening from one of the squalls didn’t find its way to Katie G.  When we got to Tarawa the winds were
looking quite reasonable so we continued on and made landfall in Majuro, Marshall Islands where we are
now.  We finally are back on schedule! (I know, I know….schedules and sailboats don’t play well together
but they can be hard to avoid)  We are just chilling out after putting 10,000 nm under the keel since
splashing in San Carlos and are anxiously awaiting another Christmas with daughter Kate (in three days
but who is counting?).
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 Bright Moments at anchor

Linda Hawke and Jim Kelly, Bright Moments, Fleet of 2016

Since selling our Calgary home in 2016 and divesting ourselves of most of our material possessions, we
moved onto our Outbound 46, Bright Moments, and spent nine months in Ensenada and other Mexican
ports. We cast off from Mazatlan for the Marquesas in May last year for a benign twenty-one day Pacific
crossing. A whirlwind tour of French Polynesia, Suwarrow and Tonga left us wanting more. One of the
wonderful and surprising things we discovered about long term cruising is the opportunity to develop
lasting and meaningful friendships in this transitory lifestyle.

2018 finds us in Whangarei, New Zealand for the Southern summer. We look forward to exploring more
of the amazing NZ islands by land and sea over the next few months, in between boat projects, of course.
Come May, we’ll point toward Fiji, where Linda’s sisters are gathering for two weeks in June. Then, its
on the Vanuatu and New Caledonia, probably. We’ll likely return to NZ for another cyclone season and
decide on our next destination when the time comes. Long term plans are overrated.

We were on a tramp (Kiwi speak fer a hike) and enjoying the stunning Northland vistas in the Bay of
Islands whilst humming “Yellow Submarine”. Decided to sum up our travels of the last year or so using
that tune as a basis for the meter, our thanks and apologies to the Fab Four. We have spared no expense
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and, for those of you wanting the full multi-media experience, the “Sing Along with Mitch” (another
60’s phenomenon) version is available at the following secure link. (For those who prefer, here is the link
to the lyrics.)

We trust the past year has been fruitful and wish the same to all for the upcoming.

PS: Watch for Linda’s article about creating boat cards from old sails in the January 18 edition of Good
Old Boat.

Twitter: @svBrightMoments

Location: https://forecast.predictwind.com/tracking/display/BrightMoments

 View of the rock formation of Juanico which hosted the Osprey nests

Laurie Richie and Scott Doran, Muskoka, Fleet of 2016

Muskoka has been in Mexico for over a year and we have just left the Sea of Cortez. We are presently in
Mazatlan at Marina El Cid and are reflecting on our time in Mexico so far. We explored the Sea of Cortez
from the bottom to the top, and spent 5 months in the safe and lively Marina San Carlos during hurricane
season. We have posted a detailed account of our time north of La Paz in our YouTube blog, Off the
Starboard Hull. It is in four parts and called “Sailing the North Sea of Cortez”. Even though we are glad
that we explored the whole Sea of Cortez, we wouldn’t recommend traveling north of Puerto Refugio on
Isla Angel de La Guarda due to the extreme tides and rapid currents. Highlights of our trip included
Juanico and Loreto.
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 View of our anchorage in Puerto Refugio on Isla Angel de La Guarda

Our plans this year include exploring the Mexican mainland to Zihuatanejo for Sailfest in February, and
doing the Pacific Puddle Jump with Henk and Lisa of Harlequin in late March or early April. We hope to
see many Bluewater cruisers out there!

Cheers!
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 Anduril at anchor in
the Sea of Cortez

Alice Kloosterboer and Greg Harms, Anduril, Fleet of 2016

Hello cruisers! We are currently in La Paz and enjoyed an informal BURP yesterday evening with fellow
BCAers. I’m sure the photos of the BURP will be online soon as Rosario was there! We had left Anduril,
our Farr 395, on the hard at Puerto Escondido last April and when we returned 5 weeks ago, we were
delighted to find that she weathered the hot sun and Storm Lidia with few problems. A few plastic tarps
were torn to ribbons, and, in general, adhesives and plastics fared poorly in the extreme heat. We took a
week to get the boat in the water and install a new cooling system for the refrigerator and freezer. We
travelled as far north as Bahia Concepion and the lovely mining town of Santa Rosalia. Heading south we
enjoyed a few days of actual sailing as the northerly winds started to blow. Our plans are to cross over
from the Los Muertos, on the Baja side, to Mazatlan in the next week. Then, we may visit Copper Canyon
before heading south to Puerto Vallarta, Barra de Navidad, Zihuatanejo, and beyond.

The photo above shows our boat anchored at Puerto los Gatos known for its colourful rock formations.
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Cruising the Seto Inland Sea

http://currents.bluewatercruising.org/articles/cruising-seto-inland-sea/

Picture ten BCA members making noodle dough from salted flour and water, kneading it, dancing on it
(in a plastic bag) to “YMCA”, slicing it into exactly 4 mm thick strips, boiling them, then eating the
Udon in a flavourful soup.

This was not exactly what we expected to be part of a cruise in Japan, but the noodles were fun to make
and good to eat.
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 Group holding Udon-making certificates.

Thanks to Past Commodore, Jennifer Handley and long time BCA member, Kirk Patterson, ten BCA
members had an opportunity to cruise on the Seto Inland Sea in Japan in May 2017.

The five couples, three from Vancouver Island and two from the mainland, included Chris Stask and
Jacquie Kidd, Glen and Mary Wilson, Lynn Zeidler and Stephen Dorsay, Deborah O’Connor and Jeremy
Carpendale, Stephen and Nancy Carlman.

The Seto Inland Sea

The Seto Inland Sea is comparable to the Salish Sea, in that it lies between the Japanese main island of
Honshu (where Tokyo, Kyoto, and Hiroshima are located) and the large island of Shikoku to the
southeast, similar to the way Vancouver Island acts to protect the British Columbia mainland from the
Pacific Ocean.  The Seto Inland Sea is also, like the Salish Sea, full of small islands to visit.

Honshu is as big as Britain (and Vancouver Island), but Shikoku is much smaller, about 1/5 of the size of
Honshu, so it protects only the Seto Inland Sea and the southwestern part of the main island.

Where the Seto Inland Sea differs from our Salish Sea is that two recently-built bridges connect Honshu
and Shikoku, leap-frogging some of the islands.

As one Japanese woman, a member of the Vancouver Rowing Club, explained to me, these bridges have
killed the economy of Shikoku. Now that people can drive to Honshu and don’t have to rely on ferries,
the stores in Imabari, her hometown, are shuttered.
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It is interesting to contemplate what might happen if there were ever a bridge built from Vancouver Island
to the mainland, crossing some Gulf Islands on the way.

The Cruise

Our cruise was seven days from the Island of Suo-oshima, west of Hiroshima to Bella Vista Marina in the
centre of Honshu’s southern shore, stopping at various island ports.

We were all accommodated in six cabins on a Wharram 55’ wooden catamaran called Tiare, owned and
skippered by New Zealander Daniel Springett, a resident with his Japanese wife and family in Yuge, one
of our island stops.

The catamaran was easy to operate, with twin rudders connected simply by lines to a drum forward of the
main cabin wheel and dagger boards that could be lowered to mitigate leeway.

We had been warned that the Seto Sea is often calm, (like the Salish Sea in August) so we did a lot of
motoring, paying attention to and taking advantage of the strong currents between islands, also like
British Columbia. Although we, being BCA members, were all willing to help with managing the boat,
there was little to do while underway except steer. We followed GPS waypoints and charts and eyeballed
the islands and occasional fishing boats.

Also like British Columbia, the scenery was range after range of hills and mountains, from dark to light in
the distance. When we got close to the islands, however, we could see that the trees were different; not
the firs and cedars we see on our coast. Although they are evergreens, they are, instead, sugi conifers, a
very important tree in Japan used for houses, furniture, bridges, and paper-making.
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 Island landscape with one of the big shipbuilding facilities.

We did not notice the rumored clear-cutting or massive construction on the islands. This part of Japan is,
as some say, about 100 years behind Tokyo. Villages are semi-deserted as young people have gone to the
cities and old people have died, leaving houses abandoned. Ship-building still continues with parts of
ships manufactured on one island and then barged to another to be assembled.

One day we were able to raise all three sails and enjoy a quiet sail for a couple of hours.  Daniel
appreciated BCA members’ help with raising sails, steering, and docking. This day also happened to be
when we were en route to Nio, and a boat from the Nio TV station came out to film us.
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 Glen Wilson and skipper Daniel Springett raising the sails on Tiare while Stephen Carlman steers.

Tasty, interesting Japanese food

Besides the experience cruising and living on Tiare, we enjoyed the Japanese food arranged by Kirk in
the two inns where we stayed before and after the cruise and at the various island stops.  Each meal had
many small courses, including salads of Japanese vegetables, various sorts of fish, sometimes tender
steak, and ending with rice and Miso soup.  Everything was beautifully presented on small plates or
ceramic and wooden bowls.  We drank beer and sake–lots of sake–in most places, very occasionally red
or white wine and once champagne.

At one meal, we had wild boar and were given knives and forks to eat it with. We all asked for chopsticks
and were given them, but then learned that Japanese people use chopsticks for Japanese food and knives
and forks for western food.

Sites

Kirk had arranged for us to tour various points of interest on the islands, including the aforementioned
udon bakery, a chopstick maker in Suo-oshima, a sake brewery in Horie, a 200-year-old vinegar factory
in Nio, and a high quality towel factory in Imabari.  These towels are made using intricate German-made
machines and are for sale in high end stores in Tokyo, where Japanese buy them as gifts.  The factory also
makes special towels for use in onsen, the public mineral baths that Japanese people enjoy–as did we
cruisers, particularly after a day of climbing hills (mountains?) to visit Shinto shrines and Buddhist
temples, some of which were dedicated to the welfare of sailors.

Kirk’s wide acquaintance with sailors in the area of the Seto Inland Sea also led to our being feted with a
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lunch of yakisoba in Imabari, a party at the Nio Yacht Club, and a special dinner in the former home of a
salt factory magnate. The party at the yacht club was sponsored by both the yacht club and by the
International Federation of Rotarian Yachters.  It included a dinner of both Japanese food and roast lamb,
dancing to The Early Bloomers, a local rock and roll band, speech-making, mostly in English, and gift
giving–a strong Japanese tradition.

 Jacquie Kidd, Chris Stask, Deborah O’Connor, and Jeremy Carpendale dancing at the Nio Yacht Club
party.

Kirk had asked us to bring BCA burgees, Canadian flags and pins, and other Canadian products to give to
officials, sailors, and hosts.  Besides the burgees, we had a collection of smoked salmon, chocolate
toonies,  and maple cookies and syrup to give.  At various stops, the Japanese gave us onsen towels, fans,
hand-printed linens, wooden plaques with Japanese lettering on them, and beautifully printed books about
Kabuki theatre (unfortunately only in Japanese).  At the yacht club, because Stephen made the “thank
you” speech, Nancy was given a 3” x 4” “bobble head” horse. These bobble heads are usually tigers, but
we were told horses are Nio favourites.

We had only one unfortunate incident.  On the island of Yuge, we used electric-assist bicycles to the
circle the Island.  The roads are narrow, with deep ditches on both sides and no curbs.  Stephen Dorsay’s
bicycle somehow fell off the road into one of these ditches.  Fortunately, the basket of the bicycle took
most of the impact, but Stephen damaged his face and leg.

Since the doctor’s office was closed on Saturday, the local fire department administered first aid, and
Stephen kept his leg elevated on Tiare.

His walking was curtailed for our three days in Kyoto after the cruise, but he soon recovered completely

                                   33 / 76



Currents
The Official Magazine of the Bluewater Cruising Association

back in Victoria.

The cruise ended with three days in Kyoto, the capital of Japan from 794-1868, before Tokyo.  Kyoto was
spared US bombing in World War II, so the shrines and temples remain for tourists and school children to
visit.  The children often stopped us to ask us questions and practice their English. Young women who
visit Kyoto often rent kimono and all accessories to tour the town on foot.

In Kyoto, we stayed in a Ryokan, a traditional Japanese inn where each room is provided with a deep
wooden bath, big towels, terrycloth and other robes, and “hapi”, jackets that look like smoking jackets. 
Breakfast and evening dinner are served in traditional Japanese style, though we sat on chairs rather than
on tatami mats–thank goodness for some of us not very flexible visitors.

All of us enjoyed the cruise very much and gave it high ratings when Kirk asked us for feedback.  Both
Kirk and our skipper would like to offer a cruise again.  If they can do it, we definitely recommend
signing up.

About The Author

Stephen and Nancy Carlman

Fairwyn - Sparkman & Stephens, 42 Yawl

Stephen and Nancy Carlman first joined BCA in the very early days--1979 we think--but let our
membership lapse until 1993. In 1999 we sailed away from Vancouver and ended up cruising for 15 years
mainly to the Mediterranean and back, with long stops in Mexico, Ecuador, Cartagena, the Rio Dulce,
Louisiana, Virginia, Halifax, the Azores, Sardinia, Malta, and Sicily.

_______________________________________________
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Cruising Off the Beaten Track in SE Alaska: Pelican

http://currents.bluewatercruising.org/articles/cruising-off-beaten-track-se-alaska-pelican/

This is the second in the series of articles “Cruising Off the Beaten Track in SE Alaska”. Last time we left
you in Tenakee Springs. This time around we are taking you on a voyage to enjoy Pelican.

Pelican is a remote fishing community on Lisianski Inlet, near the west coast of Chichagof Island. It’s off
the usual track cruisers take from Juneau to Sitka. Peril Strait is the usual route, but we had heard from
friends that Pelican was worth a visit. We headed west on Icy Strait and then down Lisianski Inlet to
Pelican. Lisianski Strait connects the inlet to the Gulf of Alaska. Both the inlet and strait were named
after Russian Captain Urey Lisianksi, who explored the area in 1804 aboard Neva. Alaska was owned by
the Russians until 1867, when it was purchased by the US.

We pulled into the transient dock at Pelican’s small harbour, behind two large seiners rafted together.
They were waiting at the dock for the next salmon opening. A float plane landed and docked near our
boat, where four men stood waiting with their luggage. They had been in Pelican for a few days on a
fishing charter, staying at the Highliner Lodge. I chatted with them and they reported they were each
going home with 200 lb of fish; salmon, halibut, and black cod!
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Pelican is a boardwalk community, with most of the buildings on pilings above the tide line. The locals
use golf carts and ATV’s on the mile long boardwalk. The town was established in 1938 by a fish packer,
who named it after his boat, Pelican. Many think that the community of Pelican was named after the bird,
but there are no pelicans in Alaska! We walked the boardwalk, noting the “Lisianski Cafe” where we
planned to have breakfast the next morning. The fuel dock was up high on pilings, so we decided to hand
carry the fuel we needed, using jerry cans.
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There were a couple of fishing boats unloading their fish at the fish processing plant at the end of
boardwalk. This plant used to be a much bigger operation.  There was a cannery too, but now the sports
fishing operations are how Pelican continues to thrive. At 5:00 pm four boats from the sports fishing
lodges in Pelican arrived back at the dock. We watched as the smiling fishermen stood proudly with their
catches. They had caught an impressive number of fish!  A couple of young men from the US Midwest
were working at the lodge for the summer, earning money for college. They worked hard, often until
midnight, cleaning, packing and freezing the fish the fishermen brought in every day. It was all boxed up
ready to fly out with the men on the float planes the next day.
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Pelican really is a remote community. Access is by float plane, boat or ferry, but the ferry only comes
once per month. There used to be a store in the village and a bar, but both have closed in recent years.
There is a library and a health center; however, a notice was posted that the next visit from the nurse was
a month away! We met an elderly man who came to Pelican when he was 14 years old. He’s now 86 and
comes back, just for the summers with his wife. His grandson was with them this year to help out. There
is an elementary school in the community, but we heard rumours that it may shut down due to the fewer
number of families living in Pelican full time. We only met one other cruising boat at the dock, a couple
from Sitka. They knew the area well and shared their knowledge of favourite anchorages with us over
coffee at the cafe. There is no cell reception in Pelican, not unless you want to walk up to the garbage
dump where there is a weak signal, but also a place where bears are sighted! We spotted young people
standing outside the library peering at their cell phones, and learned from them that the library has wifi.

If you love getting off the beaten track and discovering new places, we recommend a stopover at Pelican
on your way from Juneau to Sitka. It is truly a remote SE Alaskan community that thrives on fishing.

About The Author

Beth Cooper
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Sarah Jean II - Saga 43

Beth and her husband, Norm, spent three years cruising across the South Pacific to New Zealand and then
back home to Vancouver . Beth has returned to work as an Occupational Therapist part time. She
volunteers with BCA and together with Norm operates Ocean Forest Voyaging, an offshore sailing school
operating on the BC Coast. 

_______________________________________________

                                   39 / 76



Currents
The Official Magazine of the Bluewater Cruising Association

Circumnavigation of Lasqueti Island – A Tale of Adventure on
the High Seas

http://currents.bluewatercruising.org/articles/circumnavigation-lasqueti-island-tale-adventure-high-seas/

While I have yet to have a true offshore sailing experience, I have had many adventures on the high and
low seas in and around Vancouver Island.  Before the Salish Sea was even a twinkle of an idea, a dear
friend and I thought we would circumnavigate Lasqueti Island in his 21? Driscoll gaff rigged sailboat. 
Now I can already see several of you roll your eyes, scoffing at the idea of so minuscule a goal.  After all,
Lasqueti is only about 13 kilometres long and a third of that in width.  But we had a first class seafaring
adventure nevertheless.

Now my dear friend, Alfred, was in his 70s at the time and had done a fair amount of sailing, including a
6 week return trip to Tahiti from Vancouver on a 30? sailing vessel, using only a sextant as a navigational
aide. He also enjoyed whitewater rafting, kayaking and then had lived in semi-seclusion on Lasqueti for
about 30 years.  He was extremely self-sufficient and weekly made his own style of 18-grain, wholewheat
Bavarian bread in his wood stove.

However, his little Driscoll was sadly neglected.  He pulled it out of the water each fall on skids and
launched it in the spring.  But of late, he was getting tired of doing regular maintenance.  So when I
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looked at it, I had a passing wonder about the strength of the stays and the integrity of her sails.  But then
again, what could go wrong?  Right?

But as with all adventures, what you anticipate to fail holds fast, and what gives way under pressure
amazes.

Alfred and I thought it would take about 3 days to complete our circumnavigation, even without the use
of his sextant.  The books were out of date anyway.  If we were prudent, we would be able to keep the
Island within sight.  It was a fine summer morning and there was a light breeze from the northwest.  We
loaded up the two ancient wheelbarrows and meandered down the steep hillside, along a sheep trail to the
beach.  It was a laborious effort to load the boat.  First we had to drag the dinghy out of the bush onto the
rocky beach and to the water’s edge.  Then unload the wheelbarrows and hand-carry them across the
rocks to the dinghy.  We paddled out to the boat, shifted the goods and safety equipment onto 92.  She
had never been formally christened, much to the chagrin of “Rules and Regs” aficionados in the
government.  So she remained merely a number, which appealed to the highly obscure sense of humour
that the Bavarians seem to have developed.  Then Alfred rowed ashore to hide the dinghy in the bush
again and paddled back in his kayak, which we planned to tow behind us for the trip.

I had stowed the gear and assembled the sails by the time Alfred had returned.  We raised the sails by mid
morning and rounded the point out of Jenkins Cove, heading north into the wind.  No wait…  As you have
guessed it, we had to spend hours tacking half way to Parksville and back to make way towards False
Bay.  But the sky was blue and the breeze warm.

A half hour into the sail, Alfred noticed that our kayak had escaped.  The old line had finally worn
through.  We came about and surprisingly found it bobbing happily along another track.   We re-captured
her, but now Alfred wanted to go back to shore to get a better line.  We sailed home; tied up to the can; I
watched as he paddled to shore, climb the steep hill and disappear into the bush.  Thirty minutes later he
returned with fresh line, paddled back and climbed aboard.  With the kayak better secured, we set sail,
once more retracing our long tacks to False Bay.  The more perceptive of us may have recognized this
minor event as a forewarning, but not us intrepid adventurers!

We blissfully tied up in a tiny lagoon in the Finnerty Islands, northwest of False Bay in the evening.  We

                                   41 / 76



Currents
The Official Magazine of the Bluewater Cruising Association

ate well, drank some wine and congratulated ourselves on a great first day.  We settled into our respective
bunks, Alfred under a tarp in the cockpit and me on a narrow, thinly cushioned bench in the wheelhouse. 
Its fine carpentry had included a rake; that is, it lay at an angle, so I risked falling out with the slightest of
shifts in weight.  A mosquito kept me company, feasting on my person for a long time, and sleep seemed
to elude me.  We could hear the rhythmic thumps of an all-night rave from over the hill.  Ah, nature at its
finest.

The mosquito finally had her fill, and I realized that I had found a nice nook in my bunk and was
comfortable.  One last look at the stars and I was going to close my eyes.  Wait a minute, something was
off.  In my semi-slumber, I slowly came to realize that the earth had tilted.  Yup. It was off by a good 20
degrees.  The horizon had actually shifted!  And silently too!  Then the truth dawned on me.  WE had
shifted.  I called to Alfred to alert him that HIS vessel was heeling over.  All he replied was a desultory,
“I know.”  “Well, we ought to do something”, I thought, so I got up to inspect the problem.  Earlier that
evening we had spent a good deal of time tying 92 to shore with various lines, so she would stay sweetly
in the centre on the lagoon.  It appears that this is the precise point at which the only rock in the lagoon
had also decided to take up residence.  And we were now sitting on top of it.  Thankfully 92 had a centre
board, which we had retracted.  But the boat sat precariously at a rakish angle.  It was a lovely moonlit
night and the tide was going out.  The lagoon’s water was crystal clear and you could see the tiny crabs
meandering on the rock just along side of the gunnels.  The hull was wooden and had several through
bolts holding bracing strips of oak.  One of these had pulled through and a 3” geyser was merrily spouting
forth, slowly filling our cockpit.  Alfred wasn’t worried because we couldn’t sink…because we were
already on the rock.  Such is Bavarian logic.

Alfred readily agreed to my offer to stand watch and scrambled onto the bunk I had vacated.  It was
perturbing to watch the geyser merrily bubble along.  After some discussion and the rest of our wine
supply, Alfred suggested I plug the hole temporarily with some of his fantastic fix-all, 18 grain Bavarian
bread.  It would make a good plug.  It had been a long-standing joke between us that his bread was the
best and my store bought bread was good-for-nothing.  I had my doubts about this repair solution, but got
out a slice of the Bavarian, balled it up and pushed it into the hole.  The result was porridge in the bilge! 
The bread simply separated into its original components and floated around.  I then took matters into my
own hands and balled up a piece of white store-bought bread, pushed it into the offending hole and
completely plugged it.  My white bread did have a use, and a great boating use. I figure a slice of white
Wonder Bread ought to be vacuum packed and kept for emergencies on board all boats.  The bread held
all night and I stayed awake until the tide turned at 3am.  We stepped lightly out onto the rock and gently
pushed 92 free.

Now that the emergency was over, we took inventory of our supplies.  All the bread had either been used
in the dramatic night saving of the 92 or had gotten wet in the process.  The wine was gone.  Our bedding
and clothes were wet as well.  Over breakfast, we discussed our options.  We could tough it out and
continue, or abort and sail home.  But first we had to properly fix the hole and assess the weather
conditions.  A twig quickly repaired the leak and Alfred paddled out of the lagoon and reported that there
was a good breeze from the NW.  He did not want to call it a day, but I thought that perhaps we should
lick our ego wounds and get home in time for a beer at the pub.  As soon as I said this, he jumped at the
idea.  I thought that he was a bit eager to agree with me, but did not want to be the first to quit, so I didn’t
mind.
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Off we went, the sails were up and I was looking forward to having a lively run back to Jenkins Cove. 
We rounded the corner and found ourselves in a blow.  The wind was from the NW, but more than a
slight breeze.  It may have been blowing close to 20 knots, gusting 25, with seas building behind us. A
tiny 21? boat is easily pushed around in seas such as these. Our little vessel had all sails up and there was
no way to reef as the waves were building and washing over the stern.  I was on the helm as we surfed
with great gusto along the coast.  We were soon soaked.  Then there was the irregular banging and
smashing.  Our little kayak was a-feared for her life, and was trying to jump on board.  Between the
waves and the length of the painter, the kayak would ride on the crest of a wave and come crashing down
on the stern.  Alfred did not want to lose her or damage her, so decided to bring her aboard.  Bare foot and
holding on to those stays of antiquity, he crept along the stern deck and grabbed a hold of the painter.  He
managed to get himself and the kayak amidships and started to bring her on board.  92 was pitching every
which-way according to the whim of the waves.  Despite this, Alfred twisted the kayak up towards him, it
resisted and swung on its own out and over the gunnels, then next it was cock-eyed in the cockpit.  For a
desperate moment, Alfred stood directly in front of me, facing forward, holding the beloved kayak cross-
ways in his arms, all the while I struggled to keep a particularly nasty wave from whipping us off course. 
Two things impeded my efforts, my view was obstructed and Alfred’s legs were astride of the tiller. 
Remember a small boat has a small cockpit.  This was less than four feet long. My rudder was effectively
locked.  I yelled, he shifted in a way I’ll never see a second time in my life.  In one motion he stepped to
the left raising his right leg gracefully, yet speedily, over the tiller, torqued his body, pulled back and
pushed in.  In a split second I could see and steer and the kayak was safely stowed in the wheelhouse.

What had taken us eight hours to sail the day before took us one hour to return.  We were drenched and
tired and yet somehow had the energy to unload, retrace our steps up the hill along the sheep trail, and
take off for the pub down the road for a cold one and a chance to cement our adventure, in its retelling,
into a whale of a tale.

Disclaimer:  No vessels were fatally damaged in the telling of this tale.

Cover image attribution: www.chicalo.com

About The Author

Dana Fetherstonhaugh

 - 

Dana learned the basics of sailing as a kid living in Sydney Australia. When in her 20’s she trolled for
salmon on a commercial vessel for three years before segueing into the health field. But the love of
sailing remained strong and she would crew for friends as often as possible, sailing on a junk, several
Beneteaus, a Seacraft, a Freedom and more recently on a 40' Valiant in the Sea of Cortez. But the most
memorable journey was with a friend from Lasqueti Island on his 21’ yawl-rigged Driscoll yacht. Dana
currently lives on a float home in Ladner so is never far from the sea.
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Figuring Out Life on Land

http://currents.bluewatercruising.org/articles/figuring-life-land/

First there was exhaustion. Then, there was excitement. Then, there was a sea of confused feelings.
Welcome to the emotional adjustment after sailing away.

The City of Brisbane Marina, located about 15 kilometres south of San Francisco, is our home base after
the journey from Sidney, BC to San Francisco. We had been warned that the marina was remote from
services and a challenging location from which to reach San Francisco proper. We need to make multiple
trips back to Canada before heading further south, so the favourable rates here trumped the location. Still,
we wonder if we made a mistake choosing this marina.

The biotechnology campus south of the Marina is devoid of coffee shops, grocery or convenience stores,
or they are hidden within the square corporate blocks. The tiny City of Brisbane is four kilometres away
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at the end of a long road that parallels the highway. The free shuttle to the airport, from which we can
take a train to the city, is a nice perk, yet the fare for the (BART) train from the airport to the city of San
Francisco, is rich. We question whether the rate we are paying at the Marina is a false saving if it is going
to cost $36USD for a round trip for two to the city. And we discover that the San Francisco Bay Trail, “a
planned 500-mile walking and cycling path around the entire San Francisco Bay, running through all nine
Bay Area counties, 47 cities, and across seven toll bridges” is only a short section from the Marina to the
airport. The prospect of cycling around the Bay had been a selling feature of this Marina.

These relatively trivial challenges generate tension on the boat that didn’t exist at sea. The differences in
our energy levels and drive are also getting in the way of figuring out how to live on land. Jürgen is
struggling to adapt to the record-breaking temperatures, while I’m itching to get some exercise and
explore. In response to Jürgen’s glum mood I ask, “What did you expect when tied up at the dock?”
“That everything would be within a ten minute walk!” And I have to concur. We both had visions of
being in the thick of things, walking to and hanging out in coffee shops, finding respite in a quiet library,
having a short jaunt to a local grocery store, and restaurants. Yet at the Cedar Grove Marina, our home
dock in Sidney BC, except for boat yards and one restaurant, all other amenities were seven kilometres
away. We agree that changing marinas isn’t the answer. Figuring out life at this marina is training for
future destinations.

Getting Around – Uber

Jürgen tackles our transportation woes. We download the Uber app and start experimenting with different
types of rides available. UberX, pooled rides, we’re game for them all. We discover it is less expensive
for us to get in and out of the City with Uber at almost any time of day than it is to take transit from the
airport. And we travel the world through our drivers. They come from China, El Salvador, Georgia,
Korea, Mexico, and Nepal. Being picked up at the Marina is an easy opener to our story of sailing from
Canada. The vulnerability of travelling on the sea opens doors to conversation with the drivers. And we
do our best to learn something about the lives of our drivers. Can they make ends meet driving for Uber?
Generally, yes. How do they like driving for Uber? They drive their own vehicles, when they want –
what’s not to like? And one of our drivers points out that Uber provides new immigrants an income
stream that is a step up from the physically demanding jobs generally available to this population. We
ask, “Where do you live?” “How much do you pay for rent?” “Do you have family here in the US?”
“Back home?” “How often do you visit family back home?” To our frank questions we receive frank
answers. What’s there to hide from these Canadians who are passing through? One of our drivers from
Nepal provided a detailed description of how to make momos, a dumpling native to Nepal, when he
learned that I had travelled in his home country and was familiar with this native treat. “Use lots and lots
of cilantro. Don’t forget!” We may forget the details of making momos; however, we won’t forget this
driver.

Getting Around – bikes

In our early days at the Marina, we walk along the Bay trail adjacent to the Marina to revive our muscles
after our days at sea. We pass individual lime green and fluorescent orange bikes; parked here and there,
leaning on their kickstands, sometimes up to half a dozen bikes in one place. They are from the bike share
programs “Lime Bikes” and “Spin”. We look them up, download their apps and our life at the Marina is
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transformed. With the app any of these bikes can be unlocked, used at the rate of $1/half hour, locked up
and left wherever we end our trip. Now we ride to the grocery store and Uber back with loads too big to
schlep on a bike. Or one of us heads out to tackle a few grocery items that can be thrown into the basket
of the bike or into a backpack, and knock off a few hours of riding in the process. Riding bikes feels like
the ultimate freedom!

 Jürgen out on a Lime bike

Food

Seasoned cruisers suggested we stock up on favourite foods prior to leaving Canada. We ignore this
advice. What’s the point of travelling if we’re hanging onto the familiar? Still, our first foray into a
Safeway store in South San Francisco leaves us both underwhelmed and low. It’s true. We can’t find
some of the items we want, yet that is not what gets us down. It’s the packaging; lots of it, on fresh
produce that doesn’t need packaging. We’re in California, the source of so much of our produce in
Canada, yet the selection of fresh produce in this store is wanting. We try another store, Trader Joe’s, and
the feeling persists. Our discouragement is lifted when a fellow cruiser discovers a store operated by a
Hispanic family within easy biking distance. Here we find mountains of reasonably priced quality fresh
produce, and shelf upon shelf of dried beans. Subsequently, we explore vendors along the main street of
South San Francisco that displays fresh produce outside their doors, all Hispanic. At one, we enjoy fresh

                                   46 / 76



Currents
The Official Magazine of the Bluewater Cruising Association

Mexican pastries and our shopping is now the adventure we were hoping for while cruising.

Time

We can get around and we’ve got plenty of food onboard. We have friends on the dock too – at times one
to three other boats from the Bluewater Cruising Association are hanging out at the Brisbane Marina with
us – so we’re not lacking for companionship. Still, there is an ennui that hangs over the boat. After three
years of preparing to sail south, there is little structure to our time now. And time we now have in San
Francisco.

We tackle San Francisco as tourists. We take a hop-on-hop-off bus tour to get an overview of the sights
and some history. On foot, we explore the crooked steps of Lombard Street, cruise cafes, restaurants and
the City Lights Bookstore in North Beach. We rent bikes and ride around the peninsula to Ocean Beach,
seeing neighbourhoods off the beaten track from the tourist circuit. We walk up to the Coit Tower for
360° views of the City; walk to the Palace of Fine Arts originally constructed in 1915 for the Panama-
Pacific exposition, and walk around Oakland where we discover the awe-inspiring architecture of the
Cathedral of Christ the Light. We get to know the City well enough to get around with ease. Yet no
matter how many wonderful encounters we have with residents or visitors, we remain tourists, visitors,
outsiders. It’s a hollow feeling for an extended stay.

 Cathedral of Christ the Light in Oakland, CA

The City of Brisbane community pool changes my experience of our long-term stay. I had taken up lap
swimming in the year prior to our departure from Canada, and was hooked to this alternative to the
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running and riding I had done for the previous forty years to get an endorphin high. I had it in my head to
look for pools once we were underway. Buoyed by the enthusiasm of the Marina administrator, a regular
user of the local pool, I head out for my first swim. With little convincing, I am granted entry to the pool
with the locals’ rate. Once on deck, I am in awe of this little gem; a heated outdoor 25-yard pool
surrounded by eucalyptus trees, steam drifting above the water into the morning’s cooler air. There are
enough users to warrant sharing lanes, yet the pool is by no means crowded. Friendly faces make room
for me. Warm feelings wash over me as I slip into the water. Here I am on the inside even though I am an
outsider. In subsequent visits, I am greeted by pool staff as “Canada” and conversation with regulars
flows easily with this shared activity. Although still a passer-by, this place of shared activity connects me
to a community with which I am familiar. The hollow feeling abates.

 Stefa looking out from the Coit Tower

Meanwhile there are a few boat chores to tackle. Jürgen has boat parts to find and boat systems to tweak.
His forays up and down the dock inevitably lead to conversations with other boat owners. People are
curious about our trip down and keen to be helpful. From one dude, Jürgen learns about the Hardly
Strictly Bluegrass festival in Golden Gate Park, a free music festival drawing big names like Emmy Lou
Harris, Billy Bragg, and Robyn Hitchcock. With two other BCA couples we head down to the festival and
enjoy the music and the vibe. It is fifty years since the summer of love, yet looking around the crowd we
catch snippets of 1967. Peasant blouses, flouncy skirts, feather earrings, cut-off jeans, flip-flops, beards,
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rants from the stage, and the ever-present smell of pot. We’ve dropped into iconic San Francisco.

Boat chores for me include making a cockpit cushion to replace the one that went missing in Bodega Bay.
In Canada, I had ordered supplies through a local canvas worker. The deal was he ordered what I needed
at wholesale prices and I paid him retail prices. He made a little money on me and I got what I needed,
with professional advice thrown in for free. After searching in vain for a local supplier of Sunbrella fabric
and firm open-cell foam, I resort to the same strategy for getting supplies in San Francisco – I hunt down
a canvas worker willing to help me out. Instead of professional advice, I get invited to crew on a boat in
the Red Bra Regatta, held at the South Beach Yacht Club in San Francisco. When race day arrives, I
spend five hours floating on San Francisco Bay, relishing the company of other women who love to be on
the water. The race is cancelled three hours into the float, yet we are having too much fun pumping sails,
looking for the wind, to care whether there is a formal event happening around us. Later, Jürgen joins me
at the Yacht Club for the after party where we drink, eat and dance with new friends until we can hardly
stand from fatigue. By the time we head out the door, we are ready to become members of the South
Beach Yacht Club. The hollow feeling disappears completely. Our training for life on land at future
destinations was well launched in San Francisco.

About The Author

Stefa Katamay

Mazu - Tayana 37

Stefa Katamay and her husband Jürgen Harding bought Mazu, their Tayana37, in 2014 when they joined
BCA. Every year they ventured further from their home dock in Sidney to build their skills. In 2017 they
threw off the dock lines to head south. The plan is to let the plan evolve after getting to Mexico.

_______________________________________________
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Satellite - The Final Chapter

http://currents.bluewatercruising.org/articles/satellite-final-chapter/

Changed days, we are officially land lubbers. Our beloved Satellite is now in the hands of a new owner.
Being liveaboards for three and a half years has certainly been a life experience we will never forget.

It has been a mixture of everything: fun; exciting; adrenaline-inducing; stressful; confusing; educational;
challenging; passionate; driven; beautiful, and more. There is so much we miss, from the amazing
sunrises to start the day at anchor, to walking along the marina or having a drink on the deck discussing
our day. We will miss the challenge of project after project; investigating and learning, upgrading and
improving, investing and saving for a common goal.

Though we learned new skills from all the trades, my favourites had to be wood and metal work. I feel
that building the communication desk and upgrading the V-berth were some of my greatest achievements.
I’m not saying either was anywhere near perfect, but in the end, I built things that were tangible, solid,
and functional.

Nancy’s favourite trade to learn had to be electrical.  Upgrading the AC and DC electrical systems was
one of our winter projects, while we house sat for friends. Nancy spent hours sketching out existing and
planned wiring schematics, and this has left a map for the new owners that is easy to understand and
continue to improve. One of the most rewarding aspects of that job was knowing that a huge part of the
electrical system aboard on the boat was safe and up to grade.
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 Satellite under way

Some of the most challenging things we faced had to be the huge learning curve of how to sail safely and
consider all the factors of wind, tide and current.  We immersed ourselves in dingy lessons; going on
friends’ boats; reading; joining the Club; talking to fellow sailors, and taking advantage of the amazing
educational opportunities the BCA and BCA Fleet provide. Bit by bit we found out what our boat was
capable of, what conditions were best for her size, and what upgrades she needed to make sailing easier.

Our first trip on our own was to Pender Island. What a feeling that was to find our own groove and team
process. Halfway through our journey up, we turned off the engine, got the sails up, and heard two killer
whales breathing just off our bow; that was something special. We felt victorious pulling into the Poet’s
Cove jetty, at least until the lovely man helping us mentioned that perhaps next time, we should drop the
main sail before trying to dock. Oops…

After that trip, we had more confidence to go out on our own. We learned more and more with each
journey, and celebrated every time we kept ourselves safe and got back to the dock at the end. That dram
of Lagavulin 16 Year will never taste as good as it did after all the lines were tied and the decks tidied.

A new, exciting life is ahead of us. We are heading to Colorado! Neither of us has lived near the
mountains, and our beloved ocean will be a plane flight away. It will take a bit of adjustment, but we are
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more than confident we can adapt and soak in as much of the Colorado experience as possible.

I cannot express enough thanks to everyone who has been involved in our amazing life-changing journey
being boat people:

Thanks to you, all our amazing mentors, who helped us along our path.
Thanks to you, all our crew members, who cheered with us when we left dock, and held the
fenders when we came back.
Thanks to the marine stores who gave us help, advice, and endless bizarre boat parts.
Thank you to the Oak Bay Sea Rescue. I learned so much with you, and I met some awesome
individuals who not only put up with my cheekiness and hyper attitude, but who gave me my first
true feelings for the ways of the sea.
Thank you to the entire Bluewater Cruising Association. You have given us so much help and
support, it is impossible to list everyone who has been an inspiration. The Fleet group and its
hardworking leaders; the members of the Watch, the members of the Club. You are the heart of
the sailing community, and we will continue to look to you as we move forward with our sailing
dreams.
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Thank you to our amazing cat, “KING BOOGIE”, not exactly fearless crew, but always there to give us a
smile when we needed it. And thank you to my beautiful wife. Sharing what we had together in this
particular chapter of our life has been magical in so many ways. We’ve had so much fun, excitement and
laughter. You kept me going when times were hard. Your excitement and bravery to take on new things
truly taught me a lot and encouraged me. You are a legend and you are my world!

The dream of Alaska is still there, just delayed. The 42 footer was an amazing liveaboard, but a bit of a
beast to maneuver, so we have our sights set on a smaller home next time. We have dreams of a 36 to 38
footer that sails well and is equipped with all the tools to achieve our ultimate goal.

“It is not the ship so much as the skillful sailing that assures the prosperous voyage.” “He who lets the sea
lull him into a sense of security is in very grave danger.” “The pessimist complains about the wind; the
optimist expects it to change, the realist adjusts the sails.” George William Curtis

 Satellite

About The Author

Adam McKenzie & Nancy Shackelford

Satellite - Maple Leaf 42

Nancy and Adam are first-time boat owners. Nancy is originally from the deserts of Midland, Texas. She
is a community ecologist working on her PhD at the University of Victoria. Adam hails from the rugged
homeland of Bonny Scotland. His day job is Procurement at Viking Air, but his more important jobs
include underwater photography and boat handy-man. They met in Perth, Western Australia while Nancy
was doing her Masters and Adam was working. Both are avid divers and keen travelers, and they
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connected over a love of outdoor fun. Married in 2013 on the shores of the River Forth, they moved to
Victoria in the same year and have been happy faux-Canadians ever since.

_______________________________________________

                                   54 / 76



Currents
The Official Magazine of the Bluewater Cruising Association

Vancouver Fleet Report: January 2018

http://currents.bluewatercruising.org/news/vancouver-fleet-report-january-2018/

The January meeting of the Vancouver Fleet was held on January 30 at the Scottish Cultural Centre.

The program for the evening was focused on Reducing Anxiety and Effective Communication presented
by Ken and Carol Gillstrom. Some of the ways of reducing anxiety that they shared with the group
included:

improving docking skills
using tethers and life jackets
awareness of possible problems
checklists to deal with problems

Communication is improved when the skipper is prepared to listen and the crew responds to commands.

Show and Tell highlighted the Iridium Offshore Communication device and some participants vouched
for its effectiveness.

The program for February 29 will be Heavy Weather Sailing with Christof Marti.

About The Author

Cameron and Marianne McLean, Vancouver Fleet Coordinators
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Mayknot - Seabird 37

Cam and Marianne McLean have been BCA members since 1987, cruised offshore, and have served as
the Vancouver Fleet Coordinators for many years.

_______________________________________________
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Update your Member Info for the 2018 Directory

http://currents.bluewatercruising.org/news/update-member-info-2018-directory/

This is a friendly and final reminder from your 2018 Member Directory team that the deadline to renew
your membership and be included in the 2018 Member Directory is February 28th!

After you’ve renewed your membership, please review and update your Member Profile for the 2018
Member Directory. Please check that the following information is accurate and up-to-date:

Boat name and type
Marina or Currently Cruising
Mailing address
Phone number(s)
Email address
Ham and/or VHF licence
Spouse/partner, if applicable
Yacht club membership, if applicable
And/or change in BCA membership status from Regular to Bluewater or Lifetime
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Here’s how you do it:

Go to www.bluewatercruising.org and log in as the primary member. The primary member is the
one who pays for the membership; the associate member is a ‘sub-account’, as is your boat if you
have one.
Click on ‘Manage Profile’.
Click on ‘Edit Bio’. Update your information and save changes (bottom of page).
Click on ‘Sub-accounts’. Is your partner/spouse linked to you? Is your boat linked to you? If they
aren’t, follow the prompts to create a sub-account or email Vimmy, the BCA Administrator, to
link you to your partner and/or boat.

Please also check whether your names are spelled correctly and capitalized appropriately, e.g., Cathy
Smith-Brown, not cathy smith-Borwn.

When checking or updating your address, please use the following street abbreviations: Ave., Blvd., Cir.,
Cres., Ct., Dr., Hts., Ln., Pkwy., Pl., Rd., St., Ter., Way.

For directions, please use: N., S., E., W., N.W., N.E., S.W., S.E.

Remember: The Directory displays only the information you have included in your member profile,
including any outdated information, misspellings, or other errors! The Coordinators try to catch the
obvious typos, and, if they know you, may be able to fill in missing information, but, please, make it
easier for us to represent you accurately in the Directory by taking a few minutes to review your profile!

About The Author

Donna Sassaman

Alia - Spencer 44

Long-time BCA members, Donna and her husband, Bill, cruised to Mexico, French Polynesia, and
Hawaii from 1990 to 1993. She has served as Currents editor; Vancouver Island Chapter's
Communications Watchkeeper and Secretary; BCA Board Secretary; and has coordinated the annual
member directory since 2009. Donna is currently serving as the BCA Volunteer Coordinator. 

_______________________________________________
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Will You Be My Valentine Volunteer?

http://currents.bluewatercruising.org/news/will-valentine-volunteer/

As BCA’s Volunteer Coordinator, I have a heart-felt request to make of you! Please consider filling one
of these essential jobs, some of which are Vancouver-based; all of which are critical to the ongoing
successful running of the Association. If a position’s purpose and skills match yours, please contact me
ASAP.

Association-wide Positions

Currents Photo Editor
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This position supports the work of the Managing Editor (who reports to the Board), but the work is done
in the comfort of your home. For more information and to apply, please contact Rosario Passos.

Offshore Packages Team 

Vancouver Fleet Coordinator, Cam McLean and Past Commodore, Jennifer Handley, are looking for 5-6
volunteers to coordinate and assemble ‘bon voyage’ packages for those who are going offshore this year.
This work has traditionally been done by a small Vancouver Fleet committee but it has been suggested
that BCA ‘Doners’ might be interested in this project as they have the offshore experience and know
what kinds of goodies might be appreciated by the leavers. Please contact Cam or Jennifer for further
information and to volunteer.

Vancouver Chapter Positions

Vancouver Communications Watchkeeper 

The Communications position provides communications support to the Chapter’s membership through
various media, e.g., email, PowerPoint, posters, and the BCA website.

Knowledge / Skills Required for the Position 

Moderate computer skills in Word, PowerPoint (if utilised by Chapter), and making entries to
website pages.
Basic computer skills with copying, pasting, and file management.
Excellent spelling, punctuation, grammar, and proofreading skills.
Some writing and editing required.

Vancouver Education Watchkeeper 

The Education position identifies, develops, and coordinates the delivery of annual education program for
the Chapter. This position coordinates with the Speakers’ Watchkeeper.

Knowledge / Skills Required for the Position

General knowledge of skills and experience required for safe boating and offshore preparation.
Ability to liaise and collaborate with the sailing community to identify and contract with experts
and knowledgeable people to create and deliver educational courses and workshops.
A comfort level with using Word and Excel spreadsheets, sending and responding to email, and
conducting database searches.
Project management skills an asset.

Note: The Education Watchkeeper will be mentored, including training on how to use Calendar & Events
on the BCA website.

Vancouver Rendezvous Coordination Team
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This team position is responsible for organising and hosting the August Rendezvous.

Knowledge / Skills Required for the Position 

Best suited for two or more people with complementary skills.
Must be comfortable making announcements, have a cheerful disposition, be organized and self-
directed, have skills as a host, have some overall managing skills.

To apply for any of these Vancouver Chapter positions, please contact Vancouver Vice Commodore
Stephen Carlman.

One Final Request

BCA is a volunteer-run organization so it needs members to assist with administration and the delivery of
services, programs and activities. In exchange for time and energy, volunteers benefit in lots of different
ways, from a deeper sense of belonging, to new friendships, to free club night admission for Directors and
Watchkeepers, to burgees for Board and some Watchkeeper positions. Please take one minute to complete
this brief, online Volunteer Form if you haven’t already done so. Your help (skills, interests and/or time)
are needed to help BCA deliver on its Vision statement: mentoring, support and realizing cruising
dreams.

With thanks to BCA members including Bob Wheeldon and John Pedersen, who have already stepped up
to fill recent vacancies.  You both deserve a box of chocolates!

Photo credit: https://artbeautifulcloth.deviantart.com/art/Colorful-Floral-Heart-540505296

About The Author

Donna Sassaman

Alia - Spencer 44

Long-time BCA members, Donna and her husband, Bill, cruised to Mexico, French Polynesia, and
Hawaii from 1990 to 1993. She has served as Currents editor; Vancouver Island Chapter's
Communications Watchkeeper and Secretary; BCA Board Secretary; and has coordinated the annual
member directory since 2009. Donna is currently serving as the BCA Volunteer Coordinator. 
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BCA - VI Education Program Winter/Spring 2018

http://currents.bluewatercruising.org/news/bca-vi-education-program-winter-spring-2018/

What New Year’s Resolutions have you made? Most likely, some of the more important ones are projects
on your boat in preparation for the 2018 cruising season or getting ready to sail over the horizon. Perhaps
another is to take a couple of BCA’s boating / maintenance related courses. Now is the perfect time to
sign up for any or all of the following offered by the Vancouver Island chapter.

FEBRUARY: Terry Sparks delivers his popular Icom M802: Starting From Scratch workshop on Feb 17.
How to set up your SSB radio for optimum performance. How to use Sailmail and your Pactor Modem.
SSB radio was one of our most useful items when we were cruising; the social interaction with other
cruisers and the valuable information passed on is endless whether locally, or joining a cruising net for
the long passages. The Icom 802 is the bench mark.

MARCH: Kevin Monahan returns for a reprise of his Basic Marine Radar course on March 10, this time
in Nanaimo.  Blackline Marine has confirmed March 17 for another Fibreglass Repair course. This course
sold out quickly in the fall (with 8 people on the waiting list) so sign up early.

APRIL: BCA Lifetime member, Rick Ellis, facilitates his Docking Strategies course in two parts on
April 7 and 28. Well worth taking to enhance your docking skills and make life easier for everyone.
Another big draw this month is Scott Crawshaw’s Basic Marine Weather and Intermediate Weather
courses on April 14-15. Scott is flying out from the UK to present the courses as well as visit family. His
credentials are impecable and his courses always get rave reviews.

MAY: is a busy month with Blackline’s Standing and Running Rigging workshop on May 5 (note this
course is already almost sold out). Kevin Monahan is booked to deliver Understanding Tides and
Currents on May 12 (especially helpful for those staying closer to home or cruising up north) and 
Weather Strategies for the Inside Passage on May 13. A definite must if you have your sights set on The
Broughtons, Port Hardy and Alaska.

Lastly, May 11-13 is also the annual Mid-Island Sail Training (MIST) weekend, an on-the-water event
based out of Nanaimo, coordinated by Rob Dodge, with guest presenter Cresswell Walker.

There you have it. Put Education at the top of your list this year.  Even though you no doubt have some
experience it is always a bonus to review and see how others can help you understand more; the benefits
are endless! Avoid the disappointment of missing a course you wanted to take or having to wait till next
year: register today!

For further information about other BCA courses being offered, check the website calendar.

About The Author
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Lionel Dobson and Barbara Erickson

Sea Whisper - Fraser 50 Ketch

Intrepid adventurers and frequent contributors to 'Currents', Lionel and Barbara have been cruising the
Western Pacific for the past several years.

_______________________________________________
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Ocean Cruising Adventure Series (OCA) Announces its 2018
Speakers

http://currents.bluewatercruising.org/news/ocean-cruising-adventure-series-oca-
announces-2018-speakers/

The Bluewater Cruising Association is once again pleased to present the 2018 Ocean Cruising Adventure
Series, with sponsorship support from Pacific Yachting.  This Vancouver tradition has now been running
for 42 years.

The three unique talks will be held at the Scottish Cultural Centre in South Vancouver on Friday
evenings, starting January 26, 2018. Anne Trudel, the new OCA Coordinator, has lined up a group of
fascinating speakers who will entertain and educate their audience with great stories and photos about
their cruising experiences:

January 26 – Slow Boat to Greece: A Family Escapade in the Med presented by BCA members
Bill Eisenhauer and Gabriela Hirt
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February 9 – The “Accidental Circumnavigation” presented by sailor Cresswell Walker
March 9 – Bears, Bergy Bits and Bubble Netting: Adventures in SE Alaska presented by BCA
members Norm and Beth Cooper

For more details about the presentations and/or the presenters, and to purchase individual tickets, click on
the link for each event.

Tickets prices for OCA remain very reasonable at $10 for Bluewater Cruising Association members and
$15 for the general public for the individual presentations. Tickets will also be available at the door on the
night of the event based on seat availability (cash sales only).  New this year: the inclusion of a slice of
gourmet pizza with your admission, as well as bar service with wine and beer.

The best deal is the complete series ticket that covers all three evenings.  These are priced at $25 for BCA
members and $40 for the general public. Please note that the series ticket can only be purchased online.

Tickets are on sale now! Get your’s today.

_______________________________________________
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Vancouver Club Night - Cruising the Western Caribbean

http://currents.bluewatercruising.org/events/vancouver-club-night-cruising-western-caribbean/

 When people talk about cruising in the Caribbean, they usually mean the Eastern Caribbean. the
Windward and Leeward Islands from the Virgin Islands to Grenada. Stephen and Nancy Carlman have
often enjoyed cruising in those islands aboard a friend’s boat.

When they exited the Panama Canal into the Caribbean in 2003 on their classic, wooden, keel-
centerboard yawl, Fairwyn, they took a different route, one that encompassed pirates, fortresses, gold and
silver, and ancient civilizations as they cruised along the eastern shores of central America from Panama
to Mexico.

Follow them as they climb pyramids, bribe their way back in Guatemala from Mexico, and order a new
heat exchanger using the only public phone in Placentia, Belize.

_______________________________________________
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VI Mid-Island Club Night - Solomon Islands - "The Undiscovered
Paradise"

http://currents.bluewatercruising.org/events/vi-mid-island-club-night-solomon-islands-undiscovered-
paradise/

In 2015, BCA Members Barbara Erickson & Lionel Dobson discovered that tourists and offshore cruisers
rarely make the effort to visit the Solomon Islands so, since they were in Vanuatu after four years of
cruising west through the Pacific,  they decided to sail there in their yacht, Sea Whisper for the 2015-16
cyclone season. They were hoping to visit very isolated places where few yachts or Westerners had ever
been and they succeeded! 

Join them as they sail north and visit remote villages, tribes and clans – where trading is still a way of life.
They will explain how they found the Solomon Islanders, how they came to appreciate their very special
culture and its traditions, while enjoying some fabulous opportunities to scuba dive and snorkel amid
magnificent reefs, passes and drop-offs.  They learned about the history of the area and saw the rusting
remnants of the largest sea battle in the world during WWII, the South Pacific Sea Battle.

_______________________________________________
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VI South Club Night - UPDATED: Fire and Ice –Sand and Rice

http://currents.bluewatercruising.org/events/vi-south-club-night-cruising-japans-inland-sea-bca-japan-
rendezvous/

Due to circumstances beyond their control, our original speakers for February have had to bow out of the
presentation. In their stead, we are excited to welcome Jordan and Judy Mills!

 

Jordan and Judy Mills left Victoria in September, 2009 on their 35? cutter, Sea Turtle IV, for what they
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expected to be a five year, west-about circumnavigation. Eight years later, these two BCA Members have
sailed over 40,000 nautical miles and have visited some fascinating places including Easter Island and
southern Chile, Galapagos, the South Pacific, New Zealand, Indonesia and South-East Asia. When they
make landfall, they often explore by motorcycle to improve their understanding, appreciation and
enjoyment of an area.

More recently their adventures have been in SE Asia where they not only cruised about, but again
ventured boldly on motorcycles through countries like Laos, Cambodia, and even up in the Himalayas of
India. Their latest ocean passage took them from Thailand, across the Arabian Sea, past the Horn of
Africa, up the Red Sea, through the Suez Canal and into the Med.

These adventurous sailors plan to return to Sea Turtle IV in her berth in the Greek Islands in May and
take the next two or three years to sail her back home to Victoria.

 

Jordan and Judy are looking forward to presenting a slideshow of their sailing and travel adventures that
have taken them three-quarters of the way around the world.

 

_______________________________________________
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Icom M802: Starting from Scratch

http://currents.bluewatercruising.org/events/icom-m802-starting-scratch/

Maintaining communications while at sea is one of the critical components of preparing for offshore
voyaging. While new technologies are making communication easier, Single Side Band (SSB) HF radio
is still the primary method of communication for most offshore sailors.

Learn from US radio expert, experienced cruiser and author Terry Sparks. This course is based on
Terry’s excellent book entitled Icom IC-M802 Starting from Scratch. It will cover installation, setup and
operation of the Icom M802 HF SSB radio, the industry standard for long distance radio communication
at sea.

Topics include:

Licensing
Components You Need
Installation
Connections
Weatherfax & Email
Pactor Modems
System Testing
Programming the M802
Operating the M802
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Digital Selective Calling
Calls for Help
Making DSC Calls to Friends
Recommendations Prior to Heading Offshore

The course fee includes  Icom IC-M802 Starting from Scratch. Terry is giving BCA a 20% discount on
his book which normally retails for $55 USD.

_______________________________________________
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Offshore Electrical Preparation for your Yacht

http://currents.bluewatercruising.org/events/offshore-electrical-preparation-yacht/

Purpose & Benefits of Course

In this course you will explore the best options for preparing your boat’s electrical systems for offshore. 
What do you need to consider for batteries, charging, and power management overall when you are
offshore?

You will learn about the key electrical components, circuits and discuss electrical problems using a multi
meter.  The goal is to work towards electrical system’s self-sufficiency while offshore.

(This course is held on a Saturday so that it is a good option for those who cannot attend the Friday
course held by Nigel Calder later in the month.)

Course Content

Electrical Concepts & Theory

Offshore Preparation
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Batteries – Types of batteries /advantages and disadvantages, capacities, discharging, sizing
battery banks, monitoring batteries
Charging systems – Alternators/Wind/Solar/Gensets/Hydro/Shore Power
DC Distribution – Panels/Circuit Breakers/Fuses/Wire and wire sizing
AC Distribution
Tools of the trade and meters

Key Marine Electrical Components

Battery charger
Alternator
Regulator – built into alternator and separate
Battery types – house batteries – cranking battery
Inverters and inverter/chargers
Charging of low voltage devices like phones and computers
Generators – gas & diesel
Alternative energy sources – solar panels, wind generator, tow generator
Circuit breakers
Fuses
Relays – anchor windlass and power winches
Lighting – halogen lights vs LED lights

Offshore-capable Electrical Wiring

Protecting from moisture – crimps with heat shrink and black heat shrink
Through deck fittings – running wiring through the deck
How to secure wires – zap straps and chafe protection
Labeling for troubleshooting and reference

About the Instructor

A systems design engineer (BASc), Jeff Cote is actively involved in the National Marine Electronics
Association (NMEA) and is a member of its Certified Marine Electronics Technician development
committee. As Western Canada’s only NMEA instructor, he holds a NMEA advanced marine electronic
installer certification; he also holds marine electrical certification through the American Boat and Yacht
Council. Jeff is a certified installer of Raymarine and Garmin electronics.

_______________________________________________
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Basic Marine Radar with Kevin Monahan

http://currents.bluewatercruising.org/events/basic-marine-radar-kevin-monahan-3/

Learn from a radar expert! After completion of this seminar, you will be able to set up your radar for
maximum results and interpret the display under a variety of conditions.

Participants will learn simple techniques to:

identify land-masses, other vessels and transient targets
use radar effectively for collision avoidance and navigation,
interpret and control the display under a variety of conditions,
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recognize and compensate for rain and sea clutter, interference and side-lobe echoes
use the new generation of integrated radar which combine chart and radar technology

About the Instructor

Kevin Monahan is an experienced captain, retired Canadian Coast Guard officer, and author of “The
Radar Book: Effective Navigation and Collision Avoidance.”

Course Materials

Registration includes The Radar Book: Effective Navigation and Collision Avoidance per primary
Member/Non-Member. This excellent book that retails for $25 is used in the United States Power
Squadron Marine Radar Seminar.

_______________________________________________
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