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Congratulations to BCA's 2018 Cruising, Service and Perpetual
Award Recipients!

http://currents.bluewatercruising.org/articles/congratulations-to-bcas-2018-cruising-service-and-perpetual-
award-recipients/

If, during the course of the year, I ever have reason to doubt BCA’s raison d’être, all that is put to rest in
December when the association takes time to formally recognize the achievements and contributions of
its members. The annual awards presentations in all three Chapters provide a welcome opportunity to
remind ourselves why we do what we do and to acknowledge the siren call of sea, especially to those
blue, tropical waters!  December 2018 was no exception as I travelled first to Calgary, then Vancouver
and ultimately attended the VI awards night in Victoria where I listened to stories shared by cruisers and
watchkeepers alike about what BCA has meant to them over the years and how BCA has helped them
achieve their cruising dreams.

Twenty-two individuals received cruising, service and/or perpetual awards – couples, single-handed
sailors, old and young – a great testament to the passion and commitment of BCA members and a
glowing reflection of BCA’s vision and values as well.
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 Cruising and Service
Awards, 2018

Cruising Awards

Coastal 999

Awarded to members who complete a coastal (harbour-hopping) voyage outside Canadian territorial
waters, where the shortest straight-line charted distance between the starting and ending ports is a
minimum of 999nm.

Vancouver Island

Hugh and Graciela Orlando-Waller, Gypsy Dream

Peter Jacobs, crew aboard Marathon
Tanya Van Ginkel, Kialoa

Vancouver
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Nello Angerelli, Marathon
Thomas Winkler, Cat I

Offshore Crew

Awarded to members who complete a minimum 999nm non-stop offshore passage as measured in a
straight line outside Canadian territorial waters while actively engaged in the ongoing operation of the
vessel as unpaid crew.

Calgary

Dee Logan

Vancouver

Rhonda Schuller
Denis Heinrichs and Rosario Passos
Thomas Winkler

Vancouver Island

Tanya Van Ginkel
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 Offshore Award and Doner Pins

Offshore Owner

Awarded to members who complete an offshore passage outside Canadian territorial waters on their own
non-commercial vessel, where the shortest straight-line charted distance between the starting and ending
ports is a minimum of 999nm without putting into port prior to the completion of the 999 miles.

Vancouver

Jean Baillargeon and Helen Roberts, Shamata

Vancouver Island

Tim and Sandra Johnson, Kadens
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 Top Row, left to
right: Offshore Crew Award recipients Peter Jacob, Denis Heinrichs and Rosario Passos; Middle Row, l-
r: Coastal 999 awards to Graciela Orlando-Waller and Hugh Waller; Commodore Leslie Hansen
recognizes Rudy Witt as a BCA Star; Bottom Row, l-r: Rhonda Schuller (Offshore Crew award) with
Past Commodore Jennifer Handley; Jennifer presenting Tim and Sandra Johnson with their Offshore
Award

Service Awards

The primary service award recognizes Watchkeepers who have served three or more years on the Watch
or Board of Directors since BCA’s inception in 1978.  This year’s awardees were:

Heather Marshall: Calgary Watch Secretary (2016-2018)
Mike Gregory: Calgary Education Watchkeeper (2012-2014) and Membership Watchkeeper
(2015-2016)
Connie Morahan: VI Fleet Watchkeeper (2013-2017) and VI Weather Group Coordinator
(2013-2018)
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Dedicated watchkeepers are essential and do much to help the association remain relevant, vibrant and
highly respected, but they are not the only ones who freely give their time, skills and energy to BCA.  

Thus it was that the Board of Directors moved to establish criteria in Fall 2018 that enables the Board to
recognize an individual who, in the immediate past year, has helped BCA achieve a significant goal or
objective or who has been instrumental in some way in building and strengthening the sense of
community across the chapters.  Commodore Leslie Hanson thanked Rudy Witt, BCA’s Webmaster and
SysAdmin, at the VI awards night for the work he has done over the past year in troubleshooting and
helping to resolve problems across almost all BCA’s technology platforms and recognized him as a BCA
Star with a small token of the Board’s appreciation.

 Perpetual award
winners. Clockwise from top right: Larry Roberts and Mary Anne Unrau (Ben Rusi Seamanship Award);
Rudy Witt (Bent Mast Award) with Past Commodore Jennifer Handley; Peter McMartin and Connie
Morahan (Peterson Cup)

Perpetual Awards

In addition to the cruising and service awards,  BCA has a number of special or perpetual awards for
significant achievements and/or contributions to BCA.  These are not necessarily awarded annually, but
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only as “earned”.

The Rudi Seifert Keeper of the Light Award is awarded from time to time to a deserving member
whose significant and often behind-the-scenes contributions reflect and support the spirit of the
Association.  First established in 2006 by then Commodore Don Brown, it was presented this year to Don
himself for his continued engagement with BCA and, in particular, for his support of Vancouver Watch
and mentoring of the new Chapter Vice Commodore recently returned from offshore, his involvement
with the Vancouver International Boat Show in a wide range of roles (from coordinator to schlepper to
booth volunteer), and his musical gifts which have been shared at many of the August Rendezvous over
the years.

The Hill-Padwick “Bent Mast” Award is awarded by popular vote, as determined by the most raucous
applause and laughter from the raconteur’s nomination.  There were a surprising number of people who
willingly shared their mishaps at the VI awards night, the ultimate winner being Rudy Witt, Aquestaer,
for his re-telling of a seemingly never-ending, misadventure-filled crossing from Vancouver to Victoria
with a waltzing fridge and a mainsail that decided to raise itself, not once but multiple times during the
passage. And, of course, while intuition suggested that maybe he shouldn’t attempt the crossing, a
deadline (possibly the worst enemy of a cruiser) combined with some bravado won the day.  Rudy lived
to tell the tale and we were entertained by its re-telling.

Although announced at the August Rendezvous, VI members Connie Morahan and Peter McMartin, 
Cookie Cutter, were formally honoured as the unanimous winners of the 2018 Peterson Cup, BCA’s
annual cruising rally.

The Ben Rusi Seamanship Award recognizes members who demonstrate a level of determination,
courage, citizenship and discipline to which all BCA cruisers should aspire. Awarded on rare occasions,
the first two recipients were circumnavigators: Guy Druce, Floating Point (1998) and Gillian West, 
Khamsin (2007). Peter McMartin and Connie Morahan, Cookie Cutter, received the award in 2012 for
their 32 day passage from Japan to Victoria.  And this year, Larry Roberts and Mary Anne Unrau, 
Traversay III, were recognized for their recently completed 2 year voyage: Victoria to Townsville AU to
dive the Great Barrier Reef, then onward to New Zealand, across the South Pacific to Chile to revisit and
dive sites in the Chilean Archipelago, north to Hawaii and then home to Victoria. The 60+ day, non-stop
passage to Australia in 2016 required lots of discipline in planning, provisioning, managing scarce
resources (e.g. fuel and power) and determination in carrying on when nearby landfalls might be
tempting. The passage from NZ to Chile in 2017 through the southern ocean required significant courage,
determination and discipline. And their sharing of information and photographs of underwater species
seen during 50 dives along the Chilean archipelago (over multiple trips) is an example of the citizenship
aspect of the award.

Congratulations to all the 2018 award winners and thank you for your commitment to BCA!
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 BCA Perpetual Awards

For More Info

More information about BCA’s offshore or perpetual awards can be found in the Members’ Directory
and on our website;  cruising and service award recipients dating back to 2002 can be found here.  If you
qualify for an award or know another BCA members who does, please contact Past Commodore, Jennifer
Handley.

Thanks to everyone who helped make the 2018 awards presentations a great success, especially those
who took all the photos, a few of which are published in this article. If you are interested, the BCA
Shutterfly albums have more photos from the AGM and the VI Christmas social.

Feature Photo:  Don Brown, recipient of Rudi Seifert Keeper of the Light award, and Dorothy Brown

About The Author

Jennifer Handley

Camdeboo - Lavranos 50 Cutter-Rigged Sloop

Jennifer Handley and Campbell Good sailed Camdeboo to the South Pacific in 2006 with their two
daughters, a niece, nephew and Jennifer’s brother. By the time Camdeboo returned to Victoria in 2011,
she had 25,000 nm under her keel, visited 14 countries and 27 people had come aboard as crew. Jennifer
was BCA Commodore 2014-2016 and happily took on the role of Past Commodore in 2017.

_______________________________________________
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Assessing Weather Windows

http://currents.bluewatercruising.org/articles/assessing-weather-windows/

Our next planned passage is from Fiji towards Majuro, in the Marshall Islands. Since we are far behind
our intended schedule, we will try to do it in one single passage, but keeping options open for a stop in
Tarawa if it appears prudent. The passage, about 1600 nautical miles along the rhumb line, starts in an
active cyclone zone, crosses two convergence zones and two trade-wind belts, so there are some
complexities.

We have been asked in the past how we assess weather windows, so we thought we’d share some
strategies on how we look at the weather to decide when to go.

Strategic View

As we plan our seasons, we first consider how to avoid tropical revolving storms – cyclones – in the
South Pacific or what we would call hurricanes at home. Like most things in nature, the cyclone “season”
does not have a strict start and stop but rather increasing and then decreasing probabilities of cyclone

                                   11 / 49

http://currents.bluewatercruising.org/articles/assessing-weather-windows/


Currents
The Official Magazine of the Bluewater Cruising Association

formation. We try to not be in the cyclone zone during the season (rather unsuccessfully this year).

From there we look at the likely winds and other conditions to be encountered along the desired route.
There are various sources for this:

Pilot charts – These are available for free from the US Government and show the average winds
and directions and ocean currents as well as probabilities of gales or calms for each month of the
year. Open CPN also has a great plug-in to display much of the pilot chart data overlaid on your
charts.
Jimmy Cornell’s Ocean Atlas – This is a commercial product we have that is a refinement of the
government pilot charts, specifically for crossing oceans by sailboat.
Noonsite usually has good country by country weather information as well.
Finally, we look at the previous year’s weather with some historical Grib data. With qtVLm we
can even simulate doing the route using actual weather data.

 A zoomed in portion of the pilot chart. The red arrows show our start and intended finish locations. The
blue circles with spokes show the average winds and directions, while the green arrows are the average
currents.

The following is the same data but overlaid on Open CPN:
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The degree of analysis depends on our assessment of the risk. If we are heading downwind in the trades
during the cruising season, such as our recent sweet run from Tonga to Fiji, we will not do much research.
This upcoming passage requires a bit more analysis, and the potential trip to Alaska next year requires a
lot of consideration!

Tactical

As the desired departure time draws closer, it is time to start watching the weather patterns. Again, the
perceived level of risk drives how soon we start researching and how hard we look. Generally, for the
bigger passages, we try to start a month ahead to get a feel for the weather patterns.

To “watch” the weather, we primarily use GRIBs downloaded over the internet if feasible/available or on
our Iridium Go. Depending on the area we are hoping to sail through, we also use weather maps or
weather faxes to give us a better understanding of what is going on. These maps are produced by the
national meteorological agencies and are produced by actual meteorologists rather than just the output of
a computer model like the GRIBs. They are also labelled, making it easier to understand where the frontal
systems and convergence zones are located.
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 Fiji Met provides nice Analysis charts but unfortunately do not provide the synoptic charts showing the
forecast conditions.

We download and view GRIBs with Predictwind Offshore. We have used a lot of different software
packages over the last ten years (over six in Fluenta and then STV Tuna prior to that) but Predictwind
Offshore has been our favourite over the last two years. It gives access to:

Four different weather models: the usual GFS model and the European ECMWF model, as well
as two proprietary Predictwind modes. We find having multiple models gives us an insight into
the reliability of the forecast (i.e. do the models agree?) and shows multiple possible outcomes so
we can get a heads up if there is an increased possibility of something unpleasant occurring. While
the GFS model is free to the public, the ECMWF model is only available through paid services
such as our Predictwind subscription. In our experience this model has been the most reliable in
the areas we have been sailing.
Wind and Waves:  wind is of course rather important to a sailboat, but it is the waves and their
direction and period that can make us really miserable!
Convective Energy (CAPE or convective available potential energy): CAPE is an indicator of the
instability of the air mass. We find it useful as an indicator of the location and intensity of the
convergence zones. If you look at the winds in a convergence zone, you will notice that light
winds are forecast. The reality though, is usually mostly light winds interspersed with significant
squalls and electrical storms. Not really fun sailing or motoring!
Currents: Beyond the effects of the tidal streams, there are significant ocean currents swirling
about on the open seas. Even a 0.5 kt current makes a significant impact when you average 6 kts
boat speed.
Precipitation: At first it may seem like this is a funny thing to be concerned about, but the rain
forecasts are a great way to see where the frontal systems are expected to be. While weather faxes
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have the fronts drawn on them, the GRIBs do not show the frontal systems. With the rain forecast
data, the front locations can be inferred.
Routing: For long passages I used to look at the weather along our desired route by marking our
expected locations for each day using our average daily runs and then using a spreadsheet to
record what winds we could expect at those times and locations. This is far less tedious now with
the routing function on Predictwind Offshore; I input the start and finish positions, set our
minimum winds before switching to motoring, and press “download”. The routing is then done on
the Predictwind server using the highest resolution wind, wave and current data and the end
results are sent back to us in a small file (approx 6 Kb) . The forecast weather data and expected
boat speed, direction and location can then be viewed on the chart, in tabular form or on a graph. I
have not done a “how to” on this as it is covered in the Predictwind website far better than I could
ever do.

 Here is a screenshot of the forecast winds according to GFS along with recommended routings based on
the four weather models. Looks like nice light sailing near Tuvalu until you look at the next chart.
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 From the CAPE data you can see that significant convective activity is forecast in the same area. In this
case it is the South Pacific Convergence (SPCZ).

 Here is the ocean current data. The HyCom model, associated with the GFS wind forecast, is shown here.
The light green area at the green boat (GFS routing) is forecast to have 1.7 kts of current. That is a nice
boost with a boat speed of 6 kts.

For more complicated routes we also have used a weather router. Our favourite weather guru is Bob
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McDavitt or Met Bob. He is very knowledgeable, with an excellent understanding of the South Pacific
weather, after decades covering the weather of this area. He is also very affordable and you can tailor the
services based on how much support you want. We have used him for six passages between the tropics
and New Zealand and our last trip from the South Pacific to the Marshall Islands and back. With any
router, it is important to do your own assessment first so you can look at the recommendations with a
critical eye. Further, you should be cognizant of the time delays in working with a router, i.e., the data the
routers use for their assessment may be quite dated by the time you actually download the email. This is
another reason you need to be able to download your own data and do your own routing and risk
assessments in a timely manner.

So, does one need a router? Absolutely not, but it is another tool to help increase the probability of a good
passage. It is also nice to have a router available if you have a problem or the weather does not cooperate.
The router is sitting in a dry stable office with real internet, a big screen, years of experience and is not
likely to be sleep deprived or sea sick.

 Me with Met Bob a few years ago.

En Route

Finally, after patiently waiting for a “good enough” window, you are at sea on passage. Once underway I
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download weather twice a day. With the Iridium Go and unlimited data, we can be more greedy
downloading weather data than we were when we relied only on the SSB radio. The routing is analyzed
back at Predictwind’s server so it is done with the best available data. Even so, it is nice to have an
overall picture so, we download the forecast weather for the remaining time of the passage as well. The
ocean current data is quite intensive, so it is nice that the ocean currents are incorporated into the routing.

Keeping up to date with the weather allows us to, at a minimum, mitigate the effects of undesirable
weather. We can try to avoid winds that are going to be too strong or too light. In areas of forecast calms,
we can decided whether it is better to drift, sail slowly or motor, depending on what is forecast to happen
after the calms or where and when the winds will fill in. In the tropics we normally continue to sail as
long as the sails are drawing. Conversely, between New Zealand and the tropics, if the winds are calm it
usually means the weather is just taking a break before it gets awful, so we will motor to maintain a
minimum speed and reduce our risk exposure.

 Arriving in New Zealand.

The forecasts also allow us to look at options for diversions. For example, earlier this season, sailing from
New Zealand to Tonga, we were mentally committed to pushing on to Tongatapu regardless of the
headwinds. However, when we looked at our options, it was clear that a diversion to Minerva Reef, and
two good nights of sleep anchored there, would allow for better weather on the way and only delay our
actual arrival into Tonga by one day.

If the conditions are not matching the GRIBs, we also have the option of contacting our weather guru to
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get his take on the weather. We also can use the weather fax or download the Fleet Code to get another
view.

Finally, do not forget about the old school methods of looking outside, Buys Ballot’s law and checking
the barometer!

 And sometimes it is just nice to be in the calm at anchor. Here we are in Tuvalu two years ago.

About The Author

Max Shaw

Fluenta - Stevens 47

Max and Elizabeth have been travelling full time with their family of five aboard Fluenta since 2012.
Prior to that they had 23 year careers in the Canadian Forces. Max is a Sail Canada Advanced Cruising
Instructor and hold a commercially-endorsed RYA Yachtmaster Ocean certificate. After some 34,000 nm
zig-zagging around the Pacific, the Fluenta crew are slowly working their way back to British Colombia.
You can follow their adventures at SV-Fluenta.blogspot.ca.
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Currents Cover Photo Contest: 2019 Winners

http://currents.bluewatercruising.org/articles/currents-cover-photo-contest-2019-winners/

Once again, the highly anticipated results of the Currents Cover Photo Contest are in! During November
2018, we received 85 amazing photo submissions to vie for the chance to grace the covers
of  Currents during 2019.

After much thoughtful deliberation by the BCA Communications team and the Currents photo editor, the
winning photos were selected and are posted in this photo album for all to enjoy.

We would like to thank everyone who submitted photos for the contest. There were some awesome
submissions, and really, they were all winners in our eyes! Having said that, we had to choose 12 for the
PDF covers done for the next year of Currents. So, without further ado, the winners are (in no particular
order):

Alison Manley, Bare Necessities
Andrea England, Island Prism
Brent Alley, Pegasus II
Cathy Norrie, Pixie
Jordan and Judy Mills, Sea Turtle IV
Margaret Krause, Whistler
Michael Terides, Wanuskewin
Price Powell, Panache
Richard Towson, Full & By
Tanya VanGinkel, Kia Loa
Tony Roberts, Mayaluga
Trina Holt, Shea

Winners of the 2019 Currents Cover Photo Contest will receive a $10.00 Currents credit to be applied to
their membership dues.

I will sign off with a great big “thank you” to the Currents judging panel, who stepped up to the plate and
helped select the best photos based on the following criteria: portrait orientation, Currents site resolution
parameters, and space allowance for printing the date. It was no easy task! Thank you so much.
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Image attribution: CC BY –  by  Sean MacEntee

About The Author

Rosario Passos

Counting Stars - Whitby 42 Ketch

Rosario is a dreamer who wants to sail the South Pacific.... so far she sails the local waters of the Salish
Sea to get as much experience as possible.

_______________________________________________
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Panache and the South Pacific Cyclone Season

http://currents.bluewatercruising.org/articles/panache-and-the-south-pacific-cyclone-season/

Last year, when we were in the Caribbean, everyone wanted to know what we were planning to do about
hurricanes. Hurricanes are more prevalent in some areas of the Caribbean than they are in others. Our
plan was to go where hurricanes seldom travel. Hurricane season runs from June through October, with
90% of hurricanes occurring in the three-month period August to October. We spent the first part of the
season in Grenada, which is rarely hit by hurricanes, and then moved westward for peak season to
Bonaire, which is almost never affected.

This year we are in the South Pacific, where hurricanes are called “cyclones”. Cyclone season runs from
November to April, essentially the opposite of the Caribbean hurricane season. As in the Caribbean,
cyclones are more prevalent in some areas than others. Generally speaking, there are many more cyclones
in the Western South Pacific (Tonga, Samoa, Fiji, Vanuatu and New Caledonia) than in the Eastern South
Pacific (Cook Islands and French Polynesia). For example, Fiji has experienced more than three times as
many cyclones as Tahiti over the last five decades.

Cyclone History in Tahiti
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Panache will be based in Tahiti, French Polynesia for the 2018/19 Cyclone Season. French Polynesia is
on the eastern edge of the South Pacific Cyclone Zone. It covers a large area, roughly the size of Northern
Europe (think Poland to Istanbul to Spain). The most north-easterly archipelago of French Polynesia is
the Marquesas, which has never been hit by a cyclone. The most south-easterly archipelago is the
Gambiers, also rarely hit by cyclones. As you move westward, the risk of a cyclones slowly increases.

The Australian Bureau of Meteorology has a fantastic website that shows the tracks of all the South
Pacific Cyclones since 1969. The chart below shows the tracks of the cyclones that have been within
300km (162NM) of Tahiti over the last 48 years.

 Cyclones within 300Km of Tahiti.

There are 20 cyclones shown on the chart (“All Cyclones”). That is an average of one significant weather
event every 2.4 years. However, only one cyclone appears to have hit Papeete, Tahiti directly. That said,
the others are scattered randomly on either side of the Island, so any one of them could have veered
slightly one way or another along its 1,000km to 5,000km path, bringing Tahiti into its sights. Over a
1,000km path, a heading change of only 10 degrees could bring a cyclone that would have passed within
300km of Tahiti to within 100km. That’s in the danger-zone for a Major Cyclone. So, while it’s true that
cyclones have rarely hit Tahiti, with a few small course changes, that reality could have been quite
different.

It is interesting that New Zealand, where most South Pacific cruisers go to “escape” cyclone season, has
had 18 cyclones within 300km over the same period – essentially the same number as Tahiti.
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Cyclones vs Hurricanes

The Australians use a different wind speed scale to describe cyclones than the Saffir-Simpson Scale used
for hurricanes in the Atlantic/Caribbean. The Australian Tropical Cyclone Scale starts at 34kts and the
Saffir-Simpson Hurricane Scale starts at 64kts. Cyclones of Category 1 and 2 on the Australian scale
would be classified as a “Gale” and a “Storm,” respectively, in the Atlantic/Caribbean. These are still
strong winds, but they don’t cause the same amount of damage that is associated with hurricanes.

If we remove cyclones of Categories 1 and 2 from the mix of 20 cyclones that have been within 300km of
Tahiti, the total number drops to 10 (“Major Cyclones”). The four strongest had maximum wind speeds
of 100kts, which is equivalent to Category 3 hurricanes in the Atlantic/Caribbean. Below is a chart of All
Cyclones near Tahiti. Those that are inside the blue shaded box are Major Cyclones (i.e. have wind
speeds of 64+kts). Note that the wind speed for each cyclone is the maximum that the cyclone reached
anywhere along its path, not necessarily the wind speed it had when it was adjacent to Tahiti. This same
caveat applies to the 18 cyclones near New Zealand (13 of which were Major Cyclones).

                                   25 / 49



Currents
The Official Magazine of the Bluewater Cruising Association

El Nino Years

In the South Pacific generally, cyclone frequency, intensity and distribution are influenced by the
temperature of the ocean in the west relative to the east. Years in which the eastern ocean is hotter than
normal are called, “El Niño,” when it is colder they are called, “La Niña,” and years when it is normal
they are called, “Neutral.” El Niño and La Niña occurrences are further classified as Weak, Moderate,
Strong or Very Strong.

The chart below tracks these occurrences using the El Niño Southern Oscillation index (“ENSO”). Areas
above the base line (“0.00” line) are El Niño years and areas below are La Niña.

As you can see, it fluctuates back and forth. In the last 68 years there have been 25 El Niño years, 21
Neutral years and 22 La Niña years, or roughly 1/3 each.
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Impact of ENSO on Cyclones

Ten Major Cyclones over 48 years would be an average of about one every five years, if they were spread
evenly across time. However, there is a significant correlation between cyclones and El Niño years. As
you can see in the table below, 80% of All Cyclones and 70% of Major Cyclones have occurred in El
Niño years. So, the ENSO state appears to be a key indicator of the occurrence of cyclones, although not
a perfect one.
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Distance from the Eye

Let’s look at how your proximity to the center of a cyclone affects its impact on you (the Bureau of
Meteorology of the Government of Australia has a very useful website on tropical cyclone intensity). The
chart below shows that the peak wind speed of a “Typical Tropical Cyclone” is about 75kts. The wind
speed drops in half if you are 75km from the center or the “eye” of the cyclone.
http://www.bom.gov.au/cyclone/about/intensity.shtml

Extrapolating to the 100kts maximum wind speed exhibited by the four strongest Major Cyclones
suggests they would have had to have passed within about 100km (54NM) for Tahiti to have experienced
“hurricane force winds (64kts)”. One Major Cyclone got that close: Cyclone Venna in 1983, a “Very
Strong” El Niño year.
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South Pacific Cyclone Forecast

The New Zealand Meteorological Service produces an annual outlook for cyclone activity in the South
Pacific. The chart below shows their prediction for each region. The outlook for Tahiti (marked with a
star) is for 0-1 cyclones in the 2018/19 season. The risk level is rated as “normal”. While that looks like a
pretty low risk, it only takes one cyclone to ruin your whole day!
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Putting It All Together

The Risk Factors

There have been 20 cyclones within 300km (162NM) of Tahiti in the last 48 years. Any one of
them could have hit Tahiti if it had veered somewhat left or right along its 1,000-5,000+km path.
10 were Major Cyclones, equivalent in wind speed to named hurricanes in the Atlantic/Caribbean.
Even the lower level cyclones pack a punch.

The Mitigating Factors

65%-75% of All Cyclones that came within 300km of Tahiti occurred in Moderate to Very Strong
El Niño years.
This is currently a Neutral year on the ENSO scale, but is expected to turn to a Weak El Niño in
early 2019. None of the Major Cyclones occurred in Weak El Niño years. That doesn’t mean that
it’s not possible, as two Major Cyclones occurred in Neutral years (1981 and 1986).
A Major Cyclone, with wind speeds equal to the maximum that has been seen in the last 48 years,
would have to pass within about 100km (54NM) of Tahiti to deliver “hurricane-force winds.”
That’s pretty close. Only one of the Major Cyclones has ever passed that near to Tahiti.
The New Zealand Met Service has rated the risk level for the Society Islands (Tahiti is in the
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south-east of the Societies) to be “normal,” with 0 to 1 cyclone expected.

The Bottom Line

Tahiti is clearly within the cyclone zone. That said, there have been relatively few Major Cyclones, and ¾
of those occurred when there were stronger El Niño conditions than is expected in the 2018/19 season.
Only three Major Cyclones occurred outside those ENSO conditions (an average of 1 every 16 years).

Only one Major Cyclone came close enough to inflict hurricane force winds on Tahiti. While this is true
(and certainly reassuring), it seems to understate the risk, as other Major Cyclones could have caused
problems if circumstances were slightly different.

While we feel the likelihood of a Major Cyclone hitting us is low, Panache is fully insured for cyclone
damage and is securely moored at Marina Taina in Tahiti for the season. Better safe than sorry!

The Backstory

We wanted to spend a year in French Polynesia as it is one of the world’s best cruising areas. To do so
meant having to spend the five months of Cyclone Season here. As mentioned, the Marquesas and the
Gambiers are very low risk areas, but they are also quite remote. Tahiti is admittedly somewhat riskier
but within acceptable limits. West of Tahiti are the Leeward Societies (think Bora Bora). They are riskier
still and are no-go for insurance coverage during Cyclone Season. Papeete, the main city on Tahiti, is the
capital of French Polynesia. Its population is 140,000, so it is big enough to offer most things you need,
yet small enough to retain its friendly Polynesian appeal. To get around, we purchased a 50cc scooter,
which delivers plenty of freedom and a ton of fun. And our stay here will give us ample time to deal with
all the boat chores that have been accumulating over the last eight months of travel in more remote
regions.

If you’d like to keep this article in .pdf format, click here to download it.

Cover image: NASA Satellite Captures Tropical Cyclones Tomas and Ului, CC BY 2.0

About The Author

Price and Gail (Benny) Powell

Panache - Robertson and Caine Leopard 48 Catamaran

Price and Benny have just finished their second of a planned 6 to7 year circumnavigation. They
purchased “Panache” in Florida and spent 2017 in the Caribbean, sailing down through the Bahamas, the
Leewards and the Windwards to Grenada. They toured the ABC’s during the peak of hurricane season
before stopping in Columbia and the San Blas en route to Shelter Bay Marina on the Caribbean side of
Panama. In 2018 they transited the Panama Canal, visited the Galapagos and then made the 3,200NM
passage to Nuku Hiva. They are spending a year in French Polynesia, enjoying the beautiful and diverse
cruising found in the Marquesas, Tuamotus, Tahiti, Moorea and Iles Sous-Le-Vent (Huahine, Raiatea,
Taha’a and Bora-Bora). Price and Benny have been BCA members since 2015. They were active

                                   31 / 49

http://currents.bluewatercruising.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/01/Panache-and-the-South-Pacific-Cyclone-Season.pdf
https://www.flickr.com/photos/gsfc/4441776230
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/2.0/


Currents
The Official Magazine of the Bluewater Cruising Association

participants in Fleet and took many of the courses offered by the Club. While they found all of the
courses to be “incredibly valuable” they would particularly like to acknowledge the outstanding
educational contributions of the Gillstroms, Coopers and McLeans. 

_______________________________________________
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Tropical Storm Sergio Aftermath

http://currents.bluewatercruising.org/articles/tropical-storm-sergio-aftermath/

This was the cruising season Intrepid II was at last heading south to all those inviting anchorages south
of Banderas Bay. We would arrive in mid-November, give our 40 foot Cape Dory, Intrepid II, a thorough
cleaning and TLC. We would then splash, spend a few days in Marina San Carlos to provision and be on
our way! So we thought.

Before we left for Mexico, we anxiously monitored the track of Hurricane Sergio as it crossed the Sea of
Cortez and became Tropical Storm Sergio. Heavy winds and rains passed directly over San Carlos,
Sonora, Mexico and the dry storage yard where Intrepid II was secured with extra jack stands, and for the
first time, between hurricane poles.
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 More stands please!

When we left the yard last March, she was solidly secure between two sailboats.
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 Ensuring stands are set in place securely

October 14

We were reviewing our notes and lists and continuing our mostly organized approach to all we needed to
order, pack or pickup for our drive to San Carlos. An email, followed by a phone call from concerned
cruising friends, suddenly meant an entirely different mode – drop everything and find out what happened
to our treasured vessel. A cruiser on site had posted photos online of toppled boats. Ours was in the midst,
on her starboard side with a toppled boat to her port. The dreaded ‘domino’ effect. Calls and emails to
the dry storage office went unanswered – communications were still down.

Calls to start an insurance claim ensued, followed by calls to a marine surveyor we had worked with in
the past, who was in the area. How bad was the damage? How would we cover the deductible (which
kicks in when there is damage from a named storm)? How quickly could the Captain drive there to see for
himself? So much for our measured, organized, thorough efforts at home before we headed south.

October 22

Kelly left on October 22 and arrived late in the afternoon October 25 after long days of driving and very
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little sleep. At least San Carlos is a place we know fairly well and he was able to find accommodations
and focus on assessing the damages to Intrepid II. The dry storage yard staff were helpful, although it
took several days to move our boat into the work yard.

The marine surveyor sent an initial assessment, with the provision that additional damage may still come
to light. Among many damages, the boat has bumps, bruises, dings, gouges, splinters, bent stanchions,
rigging issues and our Furuno radar no longer works. It’s still to be determined if repairing or replacing
items will go above our deductible. So an expensive “cruising” season awaits us.

The Captain has patiently contacted welders and riggers and tracked down the one man in Guaymas
whom ‘everyone’ advised could assess the radar issue. Fortunately, he makes boat calls. Now our
dilemma is finding a magnetron for a discontinued radar system.

Back home, the Admiral focused on completing all the outstanding preparations that are necessary before
leaving home for many months. Another expense, which will not be covered by insurance, is having to
travel separately. Thank goodness for cruising friends willing to tuck a spare part into their vehicle,
sparing me the difficulty of carrying it in my luggage.

The question that cannot be answered at this time is whether we will get everything repaired in time to
allow us to splash the boat and set sail. We are at times hopeful, frustrated, discouraged, but will work on
staying optimistic! I am looking forward to updating our cruising blog, whether it includes travel by sea
or by land. So many others have weathered these challenges and Intrepid II and her crew are indeed
“intrepid”.

About The Author

Carol Arnold

Intrepid II - Cape Dory 40, Sloop

Kelly and Carol Arnold (BCA 1995) sailed south to the Sea of Cortez in the Fleet of 2009 on INTREPID
II, a 40 foot Cape Dory Intrepid. Since that first cruising season, they have explored anchorages up and
down the Baja Sur and mainland, returning to favorites and discovering new ones. While still hoping to
cruise to distant shores, they are currently ensuring INTREPID II is fully recovered from the impact of a
tropical storm while on the hard.

_______________________________________________
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Vancouver Fleet Report: January 2019

http://currents.bluewatercruising.org/news/vancouver-fleet-report-january-2019/

The January meeting of the Vancouver Fleet of 2019 was held at the Scottish Cultural Centre on January
29. The theme for the presentation was, ‘Getting Ready to Leave’, presented by Fleet members Greg and
Laurie Yellenik.
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 Greg and Laurie Yellenik

The topics covered included: banking, wills and beneficiaries, BC Medical, MMSI numbers, Radio
Station Licenses, Boat Registrations, communication options (satellite and cellular), paperwork
implication of relationship and resident status, etc. Information was presented with lots of humour
providing laughs and encouraging lots of discussion.

The Vancouver Fleet is pleased to announce a special meeting focusing on Storm Tactics by Ken
Gillstrom. This meeting is scheduled for February 5 at the Scottish Cultural Centre.

The next, regular, Vancouver Fleet meeting will take place on February 26 and will focus on ‘Safety at
Sea’ with presenter David Sutcliffe.

About The Author

Cameron and Marianne McLean, Vancouver Fleet Coordinators

Mayknot - Seabird 37

Cam and Marianne McLean have been BCA members since 1987, cruised offshore, and have served as
the Vancouver Fleet Coordinators for many years.
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Vancouver Island Fleet Report: January 2019

http://currents.bluewatercruising.org/news/vancouver-island-fleet-report-january-2019/

The topic of Heavy Weather Sailing is always high on the list of concerns to Vancouver Island fleet
members and we were privileged to have Tony Gooch available to cover it as well as he always does. On
January 9, the attendance was significantly up, with 16 people from seven boats attending in-person and
four others participating online via the Zoom platform to hear about Tony’s views and experiences
dealing with the rigors of offshore sailing in heavy weather. He discussed the options available to sailors
and emphasized the importance of preparation of the boat and crew ahead of time.
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Tony discussed the merits of having an autopilot, as well as wind vane steering available, and the virtues
of series drogues and other speed control devices.

This was the first time a Vancouver Island Fleet presentation was made available to all BCA Fleet
members and the experience was well received by three Vancouver Fleet members. The session was
recorded and after the editing is complete, will be made available on the BCA web site.

About The Author

Al Kitchen - VI Fleet Coordinator

Wyndspree - Huntingford 53 Ketch

Al Kitchen has been a BCA member since 2005. Al and his wife Gaye lived aboard Wyndspree (53?
ketch) from 1996 until 2007 and cruised the BC coast throughout this time. Between 2006 and the
present, Al crewed on different boats with fellow Bluewater members, including voyages from Victoria,
BC to San Francisco; Gladstone, Australia to Fiji; New Zealand to Victoria, B.C.; and San Jose del Cabo
to Hilo, HI. Al is now co-coordinating the V.I. Fleet group with Daragh Nagle.

_______________________________________________
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Basic HAM Radio

http://currents.bluewatercruising.org/events/basic-ham-radio-2/

This course is designed to provide all the information needed to obtain a Basic Amateur Radio Certificate
and call sign. Prospective amateur radio operators are examined on their understanding of the key
concepts of electronics, radio equipment, antennas, radio propagation, radio frequency safety, and the
radio regulations of the Canadian government. The exam is a multiple choice exam administered by an
Accredited Examiner. The pass mark is 70%.  Students achieving 80% or higher will be granted Honours
on their certificate, which will allow them to use additional frequencies.

Topics

Regulations and Policies
Operating and Procedures
Station Assembly, Practice and Safety
Circuit Components
Basic Electronics and Theory
Feedlines
Antenna Systems
Radio Wave Propagation
Interference and Suppression

Course Dates
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Saturday February 16, 23, March 2 and 9, 2019: 0900h – 1500h

Instructor

Les Dawes, Vice President of the Cowichan Valley Amateur Radio Society, has an Advanced Amateur
certificate and has been licensed for about 5 years. He has taught approximately 24 Basic Ham courses
during the last few years, with a student pass rate of approximately 90%.

_______________________________________________
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Abandon Ship: Stay Alive in Your Life Raft

http://currents.bluewatercruising.org/events/abandon-ship-stay-alive-in-your-life-raft/

All is lost!  Your boat is sinking and the unthinkable is happening.  You must abandon ship.  Now what
do you do? Join instructor Captain Jim Steele, CD, for classroom and pool-time to find out.

Classroom topics covered will include:

What to pack in your ditch-bag
How to increase your chance of survival and rescue
How to use a life raft
How to live in a life raft
How to use rescue equipment
How to use signalling equipment
How to be rescued by a helicopter

Practical learning in the pool will include:

Swimming  in your clothing and foul-weather gear
Deploying your personal floatation device
Deploying a life raft
Boarding a life raft in wet foul-weather gear

This course will confirm that you will never want to find yourself having to abandon your vessel, but
should that happen, you will know what to do.  The day will conclude with a welcome de-brief in the hot
tub.
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Keeping Healthy Bodies on the Boat

http://currents.bluewatercruising.org/events/keeping-healthy-bodies-on-the-boat/

Worried about what and how to cook when offshore? Wondering how you can maintain a level of fitness
and practice healthy living on the boat? Register for this brand-new BCA course and be inspired by an
educational and hands-on workshop that’s focused on nutrition and fitness.

Participants will learn tips, tools and techniques for staying healthy while cruising, for preparing healthy
and nutritious meals and for practicing Yoga onboard.  And you’ll make your own healthy lunch to enjoy
as part of the workshop. Yum!

Photo credit: The Art of Nutrition

_______________________________________________
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Vancouver Club Night - Blue Water Women

http://currents.bluewatercruising.org/events/vancouver-club-night-blue-water-women/

After many miles in small sailboats up and down the east coast of New Zealand, Gina de Vere and her
husband Christian bought their first cruising boat in 2005. It is a steel hulled 40 foot monohull to take
them on adventures through the Pacific to Australia, and on to Papua New Guinea, where they created
boat building projects and lived with the islanders. After sailing through Indonesia to Malaysia, they sold
their beloved sailboat and bought Stardancer, a Gib Sea 47?, a light, beamy boat in Australia
(Joubert/Nivelet design). This meant they happily sailed through Indonesia again, enjoying more
adventures in the South China Sea. They are currently based between Malaysia and Thailand.

Born in New Zealand, Gina has been sailing the world full time for the past 15 years. However, sailing
was a huge change from the career Gina had enjoyed as university lecturer in marketing, innovation and
entrepreneurship and as CEO of her company, ‘Masters Consulting’. She continues her work as a life
coach and facilitator. Gina’s newest adventure is as a published author of the book, Blue Water Women:
Making the leap from landlubber to a life at sea.
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Join Gina de Vere in the South Seas and share some of her adventures, misadventures and lessons learned
in 15 years of full time cruising.

_______________________________________________
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