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Tips for Tonga

http://currents.bluewatercruising.org/articles/tips-for-tonga/

What to do after French Polynesia?! You have sailed across the widest part of the Pacific Ocean and used
up your 90-day French Polynesia visa: do you sail WNW to Suwarrow or WSW to Rarotonga in the Cook
Islands?

Everyone wants to go to Aitutaki, in the central Cook Island chain, but only shallow draft catamarans can
enter the lagoon. Another option is to sail WSW to the island nation of Niue. We opted to sail six days to
Beveridge Reef, about 120 nautical miles SE of Niue. We anchored for eight days in 6 meters of crystal
clear water in the middle of the ocean! The reef is submerged with waves crashing onto the outside of the
horseshoe-shaped reef, creating a calm lagoon about 6 nm by 2 nm. Winds picked up to about 25 knots
while we were at Beveridge Reef, but the holding was solid and the seas inside the reef were fine.
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 Beveridge Reef: no land in site!

From Beveridge Reef it is easy to head NW to Niue or straight west to the Ha’apai Group in Tonga. Of
the four island groups that make up the Kingdom of Tonga (each separated by 50 to 100 nm), the Ha’apai
group is sparsely populated, less visited than other areas and is the nursery of the humpback whales. We
“checked-in” at the regional government offices in Pangai, although we learned a few months later, when
we cleared-out, that the clearance was regional only and we should have checked-in again either in
Vava’u or the nation’s capital, Nuka’lofa.

Humpback whales are everywhere in the Ha’apai group between August and October. Humpbacks come
to the warm, shallow and protected waters in Tonga to breed and give birth. At times you see the whales
breaching in the distance and sometimes they come very close to the boat. You see young calves with
their mothers and you see males trying to get the attention of nearby females.

 Mother humpback and calf: learning to breach

We took advantage of a few days of quiet wind to anchor at the tiny island of Hakauata, which seems to
be a kindergarten for humpbacks. A common sight is to watch a large female whale demonstrate spy-
hopping and fin slapping as a small whale practices. The larger whales are not afraid and the young
whales are curious. We had one young whale swim over to inspect the dinghy we were towing. It is also
common to be woken by the gentle blows (breathing) and songs of the whales.
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 Splashing

We criss-crossed the Ha’apai group, from Uoleva to Tofanga, Ha’afeva to Matuku, Tungua to Uno, and
finally Nukupule to Foa Island. Each evening we would sit up on our bimini, enjoying sundowners,
watching the whales. We also enjoyed the people of the Ha’apai group. The villagers in Ha’afeva are
very welcoming and the children on Matuku Island were smiling and playful. Craig, who runs the Uoleva
Yacht Club, offers delicious food and cold beer. Serenity Lodge, also on Uoleva Island, is a wonderful
place for a yoga break and a candle-lit dinner.

We really enjoyed anchoring near Matafonua Resort, run by Darryl and Nina and their two children. The
beach is beautiful, the burgers are delicious and the drift snorkel is delightful. The resort offers diving,
whale-watching and kite-boarding. It is also located in the north of the Ha’apai group, making it a great
launch point for the 50 nm sail to the Vava’u group of islands. We could have happily stayed in the
Ha’apai group longer. However, we ran low of food and, probably more importantly, alcohol. There isn’t
much to buy in the Ha’apia group, so we headed to the hustle and bustle of the Vava’u group.
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 Ha’apai Group, Tonga

We’ve heard that over 500 yachts visit Tonga every year. Most of them visit the Vava’u group, stopping
in Neiafu, the regional capital, with various restaurants and marine services. There are over 40 anchorages
in the Vava’u group, all within 10 nms of each other. One of the most interesting places in Vava’u is
Swallow’s Cave, near the Port Maurelle anchorage. It is best to explore the cave in the late afternoon
when the sun shines directly into it. The distance from the anchorage to the cave was a bit far for our 3.3
hp dinghy motor, but other dinghies were zipping back and forth regularly.
Above the water, the cave is probably about 40 feet high, 40 feet wide and goes back about 100 feet from
the entrance. Dinghies go right in and tie up to the rocks inside the cave. The water in the cave is crystal
clear, the sunlight streams in from the cave entrance and there are thousands of fish swimming in tight
“fish balls” throughout the cave! It is surreal.

We also explored Mariner’s Cave, which is hard to find because the entrance is about 6 feet under the
water. Getting in to Mariner’s Cave is scary the first time, but once you do it, you realize it is actually
easy! It requires diving down 6 feet and swimming into the pitch black entrance of the cave mouth for
about 15 feet until you surface in the large air pocket inside the high ceilinged cave. It helps to have
someone with brightly coloured fins to swim ahead of you. There is enough light coming in through the
water at the cave mouth to see inside the cave. While floating inside the cave, each gentle surge of water
compressed the air inside the cave and created an instantaneous dense fog that dissipated as quickly as it
appeared. It is possible to feel the pressure change with each surge and we had to clear our ears as though
we were diving. Exiting the cave was easy because of the light coming in from the outside.

The eastern barrier reef islands of the Vava’u group are stunning. To reach them, it is necessary to
navigate a narrow channel through coral, so few boats head that way. We followed the commonly shared
way points anchor off Ofu Island. While exploring in the dinghy, we came across a large colony of Flying
Foxes (a large, tropical fruit bat) along the north shore of Mafana Island. The trees where black with
hanging bats! As we got close, the noise from the dinghy motors disturbed them and dozens of them took
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to the skies. Kenutu Island is one of the eastern-most islands of the Vava’u group. A path to the eastern
side of the island provides stunning views of the ocean crashing on the cliff faces! Nearby rocky Lolo
Island has an impressive blow-hole. Also nearby is Umunu Island, with a small cave with brackish water
and overly friendly red prawns that will crawl on your legs!

In the Ha’apai group, we met local Tongans and saw only three other sailboats and four ex-patriot owned
resorts. Whereas in the Vava’u group, with at least 30 boats anchored in Neiafu on any given day, we
socialized almost completely with ex-patriots and cruisers, had a choice of almost a dozen restaurants,
various grocery stores, and several marine services, including a sail loft, canvas repair, engine services
and a full-service boatyard.

Tonga is well positioned as a place to stop for sailboats that have spent the past eight months sailing west
from the Americas. Rather than chance the weather, and the wear and tear on the boat, for the passage to
New Zealand, we decided to haul-out in The Boatyard in Vava’u. The yard is located in a former dry
quarry with a steep cliff wall to protect from the winds and solid rock ground to bolt down the boat straps.
We know various other cruisers who also left their boats safely in Vava’u and flew to New Zealand for
land adventures.

About The Author

Dina Aloi & Malcolm MacPhail

Good as Gold - Montevideo 43' 

Malcolm and Dina have completed their crossing of the South Pacific, enjoying French Polynesia, Tonga,
Fiji and Vanuatu. Their boat, Good as Gold, is currently in Australia as they make plans to head further
west through South East Asia and beyond.

_______________________________________________
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Cruising Cayo Hueso (Key West): Land of Hemingway,
Hurricanes and History!

http://currents.bluewatercruising.org/articles/cruising-cayo-hueso-key-west-land-hemingway-hurricanes-
history/

After spending a very pleasant March, 2016 at a funky, Caribbean-style marina in Isla Mujeres, on
Mexico’s Yucatan coast (one of our favourite stops BTW), we continued our seasonal semi-
circumnavigation of North and Central America, which has seen many stops and wonderful sea and land
travels over six seasons in the US, Mexico, Guatemala, El Salvador, Costa Rica, Panama, Colombia,
Honduras, Rio Dulce and Belize. We checked out of Mexico and headed our boat, Kuyima, a steel, 47 ft
Waterline Cutter, northeast bound towards Florida and the United States.
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 Getting around Isla Mujeres

Since the boat had been away from North America for about six years, we were keen to return her to the
land of abundant, high quality, easily obtainable and reasonably priced parts, supplies and labour. After
six years away, it was time to get some much needed work done and replace many of the things that were
on their last legs or completely worn out. However, though we were keen on these opportunities, we were
not particularly keen on checking back into the US, especially in Key West. The in/out process in every
country in Central America had been relatively painless, (albeit overly and informally “expensive” at
times) whereas from our cruising research and experience with land travels, checking into the US these
days was relatively inexpensive, but could be unpredictable. We had learned that effective January 1
2016, the use of the cruising license, which had been on the books for a long time but never really used or
enforced with any regularity, was now going to be a strict requirement. Not really a problem, as it is a
clear, straightforward process, especially for Canadians (see postscript below), but just added a bit more
uncertainty. Anyway, we were on our way.
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 Isla Mujeres

From Isla Mujeres we headed out on our two day passage, bound for landfall in the Dry Tortugas and Key
West (Cayo Hueso in Spanish) in the Florida Keys. Ahhhh!…fabled Key West and the Keys. Well known
mainly as the long time family home of writer, marlin fisher, boater and all round legend, “Pappi”
Hemingway.  But also known, in olden days of course, as a prime pirate refuge and hunting ground; as a
great landing spot for rum runners from Cuba during prohibition, and more recently, as a destination for
eccentrics and cruisers alike. In our minds we looked forward to cruising this eclectic, history rich,
southernmost archipelago at the tip of Florida for a short time, before heading north to St Petersburg,
where we intended to lay the boat up for the summer.

Heading from Mexico to western Florida by sea is always an interesting, and often challenging, journey.
On the one hand, you generally have a good following boost from the Gulf Stream, that enormous body
of water that flows up through the Yucatan channel, north into the Gulf of Mexico for a few hundred
miles then curves back south and winds its way past Key West, eastbound through the Florida Straits then
northward up the eastern seaboard finally heading over the Atlantic to hug the coastlines of Ireland and
Scotland where it brings warm water temperatures and sometimes even palm trees! Often moving at 3-4
knots in the centre, the Gulf Stream is an immense and massive body of water, roughly 62 miles wide and
around 4000’ deep; it carries more water than all the rivers in the world combined! And this has to all fit,
first through the gap between Mexico and Cuba (the Yucatan Channel), and then through the gap between
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Florida and Cuba. Combined with this is the fact that the predictable trade winds normally blow
northeasterly or easterly against the current; if the wind is blowing 25 knots plus, creating standing
waves, it is not a fun time.

With all sails, including the trusty staysail, tightly set we pointed Kuyima northeast into about 15-20
knots of easterly wind and 1-2 meter seas and right away felt like we were in a washing machine. Winds
were just off the nose and waves felt like they were coming from all directions. Crew were dropping like
flies. Thankfully, weather forecasts were calling for the winds to diminish, which they did over the next
24 hours, and the Gulf Stream soon headed north for quite a bit before turning back east. So as we cleared
the Yucatan Channel and rounded the top of Cuba, after about 15-18 hours of sailing, the seas and our
stomachs settled, much to the relief of all. As we continued our journey to the Dry Tortugas and Key
West, the Caribbean showed us her best face as the seas calmed, the winds settled, the air warmed and the
moon came out making for a peaceful and very pleasant sail as we made our last few miles to Florida.
Arriving early morning we anchored and looked forward to exploring fabled Key West.

 Hemingway House, Key West

Alas, the Keys and Key West are still magical in many respects, but of course things have changed. Pappi
Hemingway still dominates as one of the prime local tourist attractions; the house he and his family lived
in is very interesting, very well maintained, and very busy, but the key word here is tourists and tourism.
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Discovered by mass tourism in the last 10 years or so, like many popular places (cruise ships arrive at the
rate sometimes of 2-3 per day), this makes it a very busy and, most recently, a very expensive place.
Combined with a relative lack of marinas and the odd hurricane, this has had a negative effect on cruisers
and the cruising community.

 Marina Key West

For the first time ever, we were faced with fees of $3USD a foot (plus, plus) to go into a marina, albeit in
downtown Key West. In Southern and Central Florida, at least, the practice is to charge a very high
“transient rate” (in Miami $10 a foot per day is not uncommon), but a more reasonable monthly rate
(there are very few weekly options). However, even when we returned to Key West for a visit in January
and decided to stay a month in Stock Island (a cheaper alternative), which is about 6 miles outside of Key
West, the rate was about $42USD per foot per month, plus tax and electricity (for a 47 foot boat, you do
the math…ouch!). So, with limited longer term anchoring options due to very shallow depths and often
high winds and northers, especially in January/February, Key West could only warrant a short visit.

Having said all that, if you can hold your nose at the cost for a bit, Key West and the Keys are
overflowing with character and generally are a great place to visit and cruise. Notwithstanding the
tourism, the town is still very quaint in many ways, with lazy looking streets, beautiful “Key West”style
homes (verandas and fans), nice beaches and friendly people. The downtown is alive every night and
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there is an abundance of great restaurants, bars and music spots. In fact, the live music scene is amazing
and extremely diverse. We spent New Year’s Eve in Key West and it was the perfect choice.

 Key West marker indicating southernmost point, continental USA

For cruisers, once the weather settles, you have generally very nice (but shallow) cruising grounds, with
many anchorages. Though not overly protected from prevailing easterlies, there’s great fishing, and the
option of an easy overnight to Cuba and all that beautiful island has to offer. We particularly liked the
cruising area between the Keys and Tampa Bay. You are in the lee of Florida, so the seas are smoother
and the sailing is great and there are many wonderful places to visit along the way. St Pete was a great
place to leave the boat for the summer, although we had a scare from Hurricane Irma.

After leaving Key West and the Keys, we sailed up to Miami and then to Fort Lauderdale, where we are
now at anchor. We will be in South Florida until the end of March, when we head to the Bahamas for the
start of another adventure!
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 Key West

Postscript: Notwithstanding our slight concern at checking back into the US at Key West, I have to say
that the process was very straightforward and we were pleased and impressed in all respects. I do not
know if this is the case in other states, but in Florida there is a 1-800 number that goes to the central small
vessel reporting center. For Canadians, once you are anchored or alongside in Key West, you simply call
this number and advise that you have entered the country and answer the usual questions: people on-
board, passports etc. The officer then gives you a number and advises that all must report within 24 hours
to the local CBP office. We were at anchor, so the next morning the three of us went ashore to the CBP
office downtown, where each of us spoke to a CBP officer, showed our passports and boat docs and
“cleared in”.

During the process, the officer, who was very professional and helpful, asked if we wanted to obtain a
cruising license (applicable throughout the US). Cruisers do not have to obtain a license, but if you do
not, you are required to check out and then check in to each CBP district to which you travel. This usually
involves a special trip and payment of a $20 navigation fee at each place, which is a real pain. With a
cruising license, an official document signed and stamped with a number special to you, you simply call
the 1-800 number and report when you have arrived at a new district. The officer on the phone may ask
you one or two questions, but normally simply takes the info and gives you a reference number, which we
log as proof. The cruising license is valid for one year, then it expires. To obtain a new cruising license
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for a further year, the boat MUST leave the US for at least 15 days (most people here go to the Bahamas
or Cuba). Upon returning to the US, you can apply for a new cruising license. If you are leaving before
the year is up, you can also “surrender” your cruising license, so that when you return after 15 days, you
will be eligible for a new one. If you do not surrender, you may return under your previous cruising
license, but subject to the original expiration date. Any questions on this, please do contact me.

 

About The Author

Steve Nash

Kuyima - Waterline 47

Spending summers sailing in BC and winters offshore, BCA members Steve and Tricia Nash are owners
of Vancouver based SeaRoom Yachting, which specializes in coastal and offshore sail preparation and at-
sea sail and power training. A former Navy officer, lawyer and businessman, Steve is an Advanced Sail
and Power instructor with International Sail and Power Association (ISPA) and IYT. Tricia is a former
commercial pilot, and now a converted and experienced offshore sailor.

_______________________________________________
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Cruising French Polynesia

http://currents.bluewatercruising.org/articles/memories-circumnavigation-cruising-french-polynesia/

In the last article from Memories of a Circumnavigation Hugh and Heather traveled 2909 NM from the 
Galapagos to the Marquesas islands.  Lets continue to follow the adventures of Argonauta I, from when
they began their journey in 1997 in the Caribbean, until the completion of the circumnavigation in 2006,
when they crossed their  1997 outbound Caribbean track.

In the previous article my Skipper described in detail the fine points of navigation and boat management
necessary for a safe and successful long voyage. Although I was First Mate (and Last Mate at this point) I
chose not to add my personal observations. I shall spare readers the whimpers from the bilge, and
concentrate upon the cultural and sociological aspects of these lush islands.

Our first landfall, after a three week passage, was Fatu Hiva in the Marquesas. The sight was
breathtaking! High basalt pinnacles soar dramatically skyward, above abundant tropical greenery.
Cruisers anchored, tidied and organized boats and took down the dinghies to touch base with others,
many of whom they knew only from daily radio contact. Bottles were retrieved from the hold, remaining
snacks scrounged communally and we took turns celebrating our landfall on each others’ vessels. The
camaraderie among cruisers was perhaps one of the most rewarding aspects of the nautical life. We met,
travelled with, reconnected and in some cases still communicate with people from all over the world. This
Christmas, almost 20 years afterward, we heard from one of the Coconut Milk Run alumnae who have
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just sold their boat after 32 years of living aboard, and will now settle in a tiny town in Scotland!

 Young islanders greet us at Fatu Hiva

Local people welcomed us with food and dance and we distributed the ubiquitous T shirts and showed
photos of snowy Canada. Continuing my retired teacher persona, I nabbed a group of small children to
listen to a story. Can you believe: sitting under a palm tree in Polynesia reading “Thomas’ Snowsuit” in
French?! The kids were rolling on the ground with laughter. I must tell Robert Munsch that his humour is
universal!

The Island of Ua Pou in the Marquesas was such a positive experience that we shall ever cite it as one of
our warmest Polynesian memories. We arrived on a Sunday, without local currency. I met a woman who
ran a restaurant, spoke to her at leisure and told her it was our anniversary. She felt that we should
celebrate. Annette told us she would prepare a Marquesan meal, we could pay later, and she lent us
money to shop. (Equivalent US$100: things aren’t cheap there!) The meal ranked among the best we’d
had and she commandeered her grandson and his buddies to dance a truly professional performance for
us. Later we met Annette’s niece, stumbling upon a home by accident when exploring ashore, Hugh saw
a washing machine. He asked if they did laundry, they said, ‘YES, BUT NO MONEY’ and we were in
that embarrassing and euphoric situation where people WANT to do you a favour, out of the goodness of
their heart. We did give gifts. They told us to bring more dirty clothes, and “no gifts”. We learned that
Landon Jones, the husband, was a recorded singer and borrowed his CD to play on the boat. Later in
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Papeete, a small load of laundry cost $45. We genuinely appreciated the kindness of this Marquesan
couple. We stayed a week in Ua Pou and it was the highlight of our travels to then. We took an island tour
with a Frenchman “gone native” (“Il est plus sauvage que les Marquesiens”) said the Belgian yachty with
whom we travelled. We lunched in a village famed for its dancers. Later we were to marvel at their talents
as they performed in town. Once again, we ate magnificently: the ubiquitous “poisson cru” tuna
marinated in coconut milk, fried chicken, barbecued fish, “Chateau de Carton”, acceptable box wine, and
fresh fruit. We gently turned down FARFALU. As we understand it, fish is marinated in salt water for
some time. The fish is thrown away and the marinade is used to soak fresh fish. The smell is particular.
One keen soul requested it. When we hit town, he left the vehicle and his girlfriend peremptorily and was
not seen again!

In contrast to the Marquesas and the Society Islands, the Tuamotus are flat coral atolls, sometimes hardly
visible in the distance and surrounded by dangerous coral reefs. Our first landfall was Kauehi Atoll.
Passes through the encircling reef have strong currents and large standing waves, except at slack tide, so
timing was important. We got the timing right and entering the pass through the reef, we thought we
risked going aground. The water was like glass. Underwater life is prolific and the passes are favourite
haunts of large sharks. We saw coral and fish twenty feet below. When we dropped the dinghy in the still
water, we did not realize it had touched the surface, so clear was the water. Colours of aqua and turquoise
were exquisite. I snorkelled right off our boat and closer to shore where every coral bommie had its
particular denizens. A few days later, we did an overnight passage to Fakarava South. On shore I met
Timi, a grandfather who had retired to this remote atoll. (He was a teacher in his former life!) He enlisted
his grandchildren and their teenage friends to barbeque fish kebabs on the beach. The table was covered
in colourful batik cotton decorated with a multitude of the fragrant tropical flowers so abundant in the
islands. Once again we dined magnificently. We had to leave Fakarava South when the wind changed and
we seemed dangerously close to a high bommie. I felt that we might never again be in such a beautiful
and unique spot.

It was a two night sail to Tahiti. As we sailed past Point Venus approaching Papeete, we were reminded
that indeed we were following in the wake of many of the earliest navigators. We imagined the feelings of
Captain James Cook on his first voyage in the Endeavour as he rounded this very point in April 1769 to
observe the “Transit of Venus”. History associated with these islands is fascinating.

At Papeete we went through obligatory paperwork, succumbed to the temptations of a Gallic supermarket
and arranged flights to Canada. But the island of Moorea beckoned, a few scant hours away. Finally we
pulled up anchor and made the four hour crossing.  On the way we saw a French navy ship firing practice
flares. Suddenly there was a splash quite close to our boat and I thought they had overshot. Then we saw
another splash and a huge silver shape leapt out of the water.  It was a whale!  It breached, it showed its
flukes, it blew…we were ecstatic. The last definite whale sighting we had seen was on our passage from
the Galapagos to the Marquesas, just off the coast of Isabella. That was exciting and a little frightening in
retrospect because it was pretty close and you imagine the consequences of hitting one.  But we are told
that whale sightings are common in this stretch; it is a regular route!  It looked like an Orca to me, and
some locals call it “false Killer Whale”. My dive master said it was a Humpback and indeed we heard a
whale sounding when I was diving off Moorea.  Well, actually I didn’t hear it as I was too busy listening
to my bubbles. I did wonder why the dive master kept making strange twirling motions above his head.
PADI didn’t teach me those signals!
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 Moorea dance group

Yes, I dove in Moorea and, despite my reservations, I DID go on the shark-feeding special. (And Yes, I
bought the video!) Here’s what happens: divers descend and obediently position themselves on the
bottom. The dive master descends carrying a large dead tuna in a plastic bag. He is immediately
surrounded by hundreds of brightly coloured little fish. But on the periphery, circling ever closer, are the
black-tipped reef sharks. They are only two or three feet long, you don’t have to worry! As sharks home
in, smaller fish part ranks and leave lunch to the stronger and meaner. This lasts for at least fifteen
minutes. Would you ever have believed that one can get very used to the presence of sharks? It was
fascinating and no one was apprehensive. Something gave me a little butt, but it was a smaller creature.
Towards the end, however, the big ones began to cruise in. The last remaining tail portion was seized by a
large lemon shark, which sped off to enjoy it at his leisure. The divers drifted off in crystal clear water to
examine moray eels, lion fish, anemone and clown fish and all the colourful little fish of the reef. It was
wonderful and I am really glad I did the dive.

Anchored in Cook’s Bay, we looked out daily at one of the most beautiful vistas in the world. Remember
“South Pacific”? The sacred mountain we saw is “Bali Hai”! The last version of “Mutiny on the Bounty”
was shot mainly in the adjoining Bay, where we anchored next: Opunohu Bay. We shopped and lunched,
saw still more dance performances with delightfully enthusiastic and graceful young people, met some
international travellers, some on mega yachts and some off 747s, forged warm friendships with yachties,
hiked a bit and swam a bit and built up still more positive memories of Polynesia. We also managed to
foul our anchor on a sunken mooring, but a pair of good-hearted mega yacht crew donned scuba gear and
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freed us.

Cyclone season was approaching, so we needed to secure the boat. We had chosen to leave 
Argonauta I on the Island of Raiatea. The Island is located in the Leeward Islands Group to the west of
Moorea. It was just an overnight passage away. First we sailed to Huahine, where we cruised in 1995
when we chartered with friends on our way to my teaching exchange in Australia. At that time, we had
only Arecreational@ boating experience, and there were some tense moments, as, for example when we
were anchored in the path of a fast approaching ferry! Lonely Planet told us that residents of Huahine
were known for their practical jokes, so when we asked what side of the road to drive on, we should not
have been surprised at the response! Nevertheless we enjoyed returning and, as always, sought provisions
in busy colourful (and expensive) local markets.

 Hauling out in Raiatea

We planned to fly back to Canada from Raiatea. On September 30, 1999, Argonauta I went up on the
hard at the Raiatea Carenage. From the deck, we could see Bora Bora, legendary tropical Island of great
beauty.

Once off the boat, we stayed in a small cottage in a coconut grove. We passed the next few days watching
little chicks evade large and predatory land crabs. Then it was back to Canada until April 2000. We had
covered 5181 NM from Panama in that leg.

The plan for the following season was to continue to Australia. Many cruisers remain with the boat

                                   20 / 67



Currents
The Official Magazine of the Bluewater Cruising Association

always, seeking safe shelters during hurricane season. Others leave the boat and travel on land, visiting
places to which one could not sail. We did both of these things and were able to explore South and
Central America, as well as Vietnam and Cambodia.

That is why the circumnavigation took ten years! But, for myself especially, it was important to keep up
ties with friends and family back home, even though we would leave the warmth and splendor of a
tropical country to don winter clothes and shovel snow. We returned to Canada with a heap of video
footage to edit, which would later be material for presentations at Boat Shows and Yacht Clubs. When we
watch them again ourselves, they bring back memories of the special places we have seen and people we
have met.

About The Author

Hugh & Heather Bacon

Argonauta I - Beneteau 440

Hugh and Heather left the Caribbean Island of Tortola in 1997. Their route took them through the
Caribbean to Panama. They transited the Canal in May 1999 and once in the Pacific, they explored the
Galapagos and many South Pacific Island Groups enroute to Australia. September 2002, they departed
Australia sailing North of Africa, first through South East Asia and then the Indian Ocean and up the Red
Sea to The Med.. In 2004 they continued to Southern France. Next year they went on to Gibraltar,
Morocco and the many Atlantic Islands. In January 2006 they departed the Cape Verde Islands and
completed their circumnavigation off Grenada later that month. Two more years in the Caribbean brought
them once again to the Panama Canal and in 2008, Argonauta I arrived in Sidney BC. 

_______________________________________________
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Refitting Danica for Offshore Sailing

http://currents.bluewatercruising.org/articles/refitting-danica-offshore-sailing/

After completing the purchase and registration of Danica I, in March of 2017, we began her refit.

Her first owners sailed her along the coast of Cyprus, Turkey, Greece and Italy for ten years during the
summer seasons. She was set up as a comfortable coastal cruiser for traveling between ports and the
occasional anchorage, but she was not ready for the open sea.

Five years ago she was purchased by an Australian, who had her delivered from Cyprus to Albatross
Marina Boat Yard in Marmaris, Turkey. There she underwent a refit, supervised by the local charter
company. The charter company manager communicated with the owner by email and phone over a four
year period, while the boat had a (reported) 100,000 euro refit. A lot of work was done, but not all of it
was what an offshore ready boat requires. The engines were hauled out and serviced; standing rigging
was replaced; mattresses were replaced; settee covering and cockpit coverings were replaced; a washing
machine was installed; an additional freezer was installed; a bowsprit was added, and a new Genoa and
main sail were built, but never installed. The owner never saw the boat after the initial purchase and
changed his mind about ownership before it was ever relaunched.
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As soon as the purchase contract was signed, I started researching, planning and making lists of possible
changes. After the boat was registered in mid-March, I flew to Marmaris for a five week stay and worked
through the growing lists. I stayed in a hotel that was offering very reasonable off-season rates, with a
Mediterranean breakfast. I rented a scooter at a very good price and learned to ride while in Marmaris.

The manager of the charter company who did the initial refit, reviewed the scope of the work and I tried
to learn everything I could about the boat. I visited several marine stores, met with a number of
contractors and talked to other owners. Everyone was helpful and ready to share as much as they knew. I
rewrote my lists several times and I chose a handful of skilled trades to work with.

I started by removing the new, domestic freezer. It had thin insulation and was much too large. It could
only be run when plugged in at the dock or while the generator was running, which would not work for
offshore. The boat already had a generous fridge and separate freezer. I used the space to install a
printer/copier/scanner and a mini office.

I also removed the two air conditioning systems and the generator. The air conditioning was only usable
while plugged in at the dock or while the generator was running, which again, would not work for
offshore. Danica lost about 1000 pounds of excess weight, important for a catamaran. She is designed for
a maximum additional weight of 7500 pounds after leaving the factory, including water and fuel. Over-
loading her would diminish performance and put a great deal of additional strain on the rig, which is an
important safety consideration.

The next project undertaken was a complete overhaul of the electrical systems including:

upgraded all of the major systems by adding fuses or breakers as an added level of safety
the installation of 10 Trojan, 230 amp, 6V wet-cell batteries. These have more cycles per dollar
than either gel cell or glass mat. The only downsides: they need to have water topped up every
four months and they are a slightly heavier.
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adding four, 250 w, 30V solar panels with a dedicated controller, which manages the power going
into the batteries. The panels are mounted on an arch, which was added between the hulls and aft
of the cockpit where they are exposed to minimal shading.
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fitting both engines with new 120amp alternators and external Balmar regulators for charging
underway and for topping up electrical power if needed
adding a 3000w inverter to provide the power to operate the washing machine
fitting a tri light on the mast head

replacement of all of the cabin lights and running lights with LED fixtures and bulbs
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Based on our early cruising experience, I feel that the power generated from our solar system should be
able to produce enough to run all of electrical systems, which will include our water maker every day, and
our washing machine twice per week. Although there may need to be an occasional top up from our
engine alternators in inclement weather.

A lightning rod was installed on the masthead and two dissipation plates were installed at the base of each
of the shrouds to provide a ground. There is no guarantee that this will stop lightning strike damage, but
there is a large body of evidence that says that this installation will reduce the extent of damage.

The electronics were old and outdated, requiring a complete overhaul. For our electronics, I chose
Raymarine and installed a complete inside and an outside helm station with chart plotters, wind
instruments, and depth and speed indicators:

The new auto helm is a heavy duty hydraulic system with two control heads.
The AIS system is a Vesper Marine standalone unit that also sends information to the chart
plotters.
The existing VHF was augmented with another separate station in the cockpit.
A SSB radio was installed, including a KISS ground and a special antenna that is installed
alongside the shroud, as there is no backstay. It includes a modem for downloading weather
information.
Last Watch II was added to manage watch keeping. This system can be set to sound a buzzer at,
say 12 minute intervals, and be reset with the press of a button. If not reset, an alarm is sounded to
alert the rest of the crew or wake the slumbering watch.
A Furuno Navtex Weather Receiver was added. This allows up-to-date weather texts to be
streamed in English on the screen throughout Europe, which makes this item invaluable in the
Mediterranean.

The cook top and oven were replaced with a new Force 10 unit. (This was well received by the admiral
and chef.) The gas was entirely re-plumbed with a monitor and solenoid. A carbon monoxide monitor was
also added.
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The forward queen berth on the port side was removed and the space was remodeled to serve as a shop.
This included a work bench with vice, shelves, cupboards and storage.

The original trampoline was replaced, and an area of trampoline was added to the bow sprit to allow safer
access to the furling gear for the Code zero and asymmetrical spinnaker.

A new bimini was added to allow full coverage of the cockpit. A removable enclosure was included for
inclement weather and an alternate enclosure with netting for the various environments we expect to
encounter.

Grab rails were installed around the cabin top and the bimini. Solid life lines were installed along both
sides and a set of granny bars were installed on each side of the mast. Jack lines were installed down both
sides of the cabin top and on the coach house roof.

The genoa furling system was replaced when pieces started falling from the sky. The mainsheet traveler
was removed and was rebuilt. The masthead was modified to add a spinnaker block crane and two- 2 to 1
sheets were installed. Lateral braces were added to the bow sprit. All of the old sheets and halyards were
replaced.

A new ridged inflatable dingy was rigged to the davits with a 5-1 tackle. A 15 HP and a 2.5 HP outboards
were rigged to cranes and mounted on the stern rail.

A Jordon Series Drogue is stored in the cockpit. Cleats and rollers were specially installed for taking the
loads and providing a fair lead over the stern, should the drogue be needed.

Danica came with a new and a lightly used set of white sails. We added:

a code zero on a furling with a light weight UV strip so that it can be left up and easily deployed
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with minimal fuss, as needed
an asymmetrical spinnaker with top-down furling system for downwind sailing in light air
a storm jib that can be rigged with a sleeve over the furled Genoa, for heavy weather conditions

We replaced the anchor with a Rocna 33 and 450 feet of 5/16 G4 chain. We kept the original Delta as a
secondary and a Fortress as a stern anchor.

In addition to the items I’ve noted, there are dozens of other smaller projects that were undertaken, but it
would be too tedious to list them all.

We spent four months in the fall, sailing Danica in Turkish and Greek waters as a shake down to test our
systems and to learn the finer points of sailing a catamaran. We are very pleased with her performance,
both as a sailing vessel and as a comfortable live aboard. We now feel we have completed her refit, and
are ready to sail Danica on any ocean during a round-the-world cruise. We plan to get underway in April
of 2018.

About The Author
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Glen and Mary Wilson

Danica I - Fountaine Pajot Belize 43, Catamaran

Glen has been a member of the Vancouver Island Watch for eight years, as both the May Rendezvous
Coordinator and as the Vice Commodore. He has sailed extensively on Moon Shadow VI, including three
circumnavigations of Vancouver Island. He has also sailed as crew from Victoria to San Francisco and on
a five week excursion in Fiji and Wallice Futuna.

_______________________________________________
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Cruising off the Beaten Path in SE Alaska: Baranof Island

http://currents.bluewatercruising.org/articles/cruising-off-beaten-path-se-alaska-baranof-island/

This is the third and last in the series of articles “Cruising Off the Beaten Track in SE Alaska”. Last time
we left you in Pelican, a remote fishing village. This time around we are taking you on a voyage to
explore Baranof Island.

Do you love to soak in hot springs? Then Warm Springs Bay is for you! There are natural outdoor pools
for soaking, an easy hike up from the public dock.  On the boardwalk there are also private bath houses,
each with their own bathtub. Fill your tub with hot water from the springs and enjoy your soak (naked)
with a view of your boat in the anchorage. Heavenly!

                                   30 / 67

http://currents.bluewatercruising.org/articles/cruising-off-beaten-path-se-alaska-baranof-island/
http://currents.bluewatercruising.org/articles/cruising-off-beaten-track-se-alaska-pelican/


Currents
The Official Magazine of the Bluewater Cruising Association

 Enjoying the hot springs water from the comfort of the bath houses

We arrived in Warm Springs Bay ironically on the hottest day of our summer in SE Alaska. We were
determined, however, to enjoy a hot tub. First we needed to find a place to anchor the boat. After a quick
drive by past the public dock, it was evident there wasn’t room for us there.  There were fishing trawlers,
seiners and sports fishermen rafted two and three boats deep. They had come to enjoy the hot springs as
well, in between their salmon openings. There were lawn chairs out on the dock with people socializing,
enjoying a cocktail and the unusually warm SE Alaskan weather.
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 Fishing trawlers

We circled the anchorage in Sarah Jean II, taking soundings, trying to find a spot under 100’! Warm
Springs is a small and deep bay. We were glad we arrived by mid afternoon as we were the first boat to
anchor in the Bay so we could pick our spot. The skies were blue, the sun was shining and the falls at the
end of the Bay were spectacular. We could hardly wait to get the hook down and enjoy the hot weather.
We found a spot just off the point at 37’, but as we set out our rode the depth climbed to 88’. We were
secure, however, and there was no wind and very little current in our spot. There was more current from
the waterfalls closer to the dock. Time for a G&T!

The community of Baranof is very small, with only a handful of cabins. We met one family who were
carrying supplies up to their cabin. They had made the three hour trip by power boat from Sitka for the
long weekend. There apparently used to be a store, but it is no longer there. A boardwalk connects the
cabin to the public dock. There is no cell reception in Warm Springs Bay, so you are officially off the
grid!

The next morning we decided to check out the natural hot springs first. We passed the pretty Baranof
Lake on the way to the pools. If you have visited Hot Springs Cove on the west coast of Vancouver
Island, these hot pools are similar. They are located beside a raging river, which made a spectacular
scene.
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 Enjoying the hot springs

As we walked back down the hill to the community of Baranof, we noticed a majestic schooner coming
into Warm Springs Bay. What a beauty! And she’s Canadian! It was Maple Leaf. This historic 92’ yacht
was built in 1904 in Vancouver and currently runs Eco tours up the BC and Alaska coast. We met the
captain and crew and many of the on-board customers, who raved about their experience on the Maple
Leaf. It was a treat to share an anchorage with her.

Now it was time for our private tub in the bath houses near the dock. It felt so good to soak in a bath
again, after months away on the boat, with only scant “boat showers” available to us. I sat in the tub and
watched Sarah Jean II at anchor, thinking about how much I loved this place. Right then and there it
became one of my favourite places “off the beaten path in SE Alaska”.

About The Author

Beth Cooper

Sarah Jean II - Saga 43

Beth and her husband, Norm, spent three years cruising across the South Pacific to New Zealand and then
back home to Vancouver . Beth has returned to work as an Occupational Therapist part time. She
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volunteers with BCA and together with Norm operates Ocean Forest Voyaging, an offshore sailing school
operating on the BC Coast. 

_______________________________________________
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BCA Turns 40 This Year!

http://currents.bluewatercruising.org/articles/bca-turns-40-this-year/

It all started 40 years ago, when Liv Kennedy planted the seed by circulating a paper clipboard at one of
the Ocean Cruising Series presentations at the Vancouver Maritime Museum.

Liv Kennedy, who wrote the Offshore People column for Pacific Yachting magazine for many years,
starting in 1970, also started a speakers’ series on blue water cruising for the Vancouver Maritime
Museum. The Blue Water Cruising in Small Boats speakers’ series had its debut in 1976, and went on to
become a very popular event, boasting full houses on a regular basis. It was during one of those
presentations in 1978 that Liv circulated a paper clipboard inviting those interested in forming a blue
water sailing club to sign up and come to an “Offshore Party” in April. Seventy-nine people signed up,
and many of those became the founding members of what is now a thriving association of just under 500
members, staying true to its vision of “fostering seamanship and friendship for people with an active
interest in offshore cruising”.

The “Offshore Party” was held on April 22, 1978 at the Vancouver Rowing Club, and you can read a
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little bit about it in this clip that Linda Hulburt cut out from the August 1978 issue of Pacific  Yachting
magazine. I met Linda at the 2018 Vancouver Boat Show, while volunteering at the BCA booth. She
approached me to say that she and her husband John had been at the party that got the Association started,
and she had a photo to prove it! I remember thinking “only sailors would start an official association at a
party!”

Knowing that 2018 marks the 40th anniversary of our Association, I promptly asked Linda if she would
share that photo with me. She indicated it was a cut out from a Pacific Yachting magazine and that she
would send it along. Here is what Linda included in her message to me:

“John and I were very fortunate to have attended this very significant gathering of blue water cruisers in
1978. The start of the Bluewater Cruising Association! As you know, this society is a wonderful group for
anyone with a dream of going offshore sailing.

Just a bit of our story and why we were invited to attend this party. There were many accomplished
offshore sailors in attendance, so we felt very honoured to be included. In 1974 we departed from New
Zealand on our 40’ steel sloop named Southerly. Our route was via Fiji, New Hebrides, Solomon Islands,
Torres Strait, Indonesia, Singapore, then across the Indian Ocean to the Seychelle Islands. The Suez
Canal had just reopened, so we chose that route. We arrived in the Med almost 2 years and many
adventures later. By then we decided we needed to return home for work. We were in our twenties and
had been away from our home in Canada for 4 years.

We loved our experience of cruising in the early days before having a family. In 1996 we were finally
living back on the coast and our children were almost finished school. We eventually purchased a
cruising sailboat named Madhatter, a 44’ ketch designed by Bruce Roberts. We joined the Bluewater
Cruising Association and attended fleet with Cam and Marianne. Sailboats and equipment are much
more complicated than back in the day when we sailed on Southerly with only a radio and a sextant.
What a great group of people. We eventually departed from Vancouver in 2004. We did a slow cruise
toward the South Pacific. We still needed to work, so would leave Madhatter in a safe location to return
every six months to work in the Arctic. I guess you would call us commuter cruisers. We did this for 7
years. Eventually we sold Madhatter in Sydney Australia in 2011. We do miss ocean cruising. Now we
have gone to the ‘dark side’ when we changed over to a power boat, a 38’ Taiwanese Trawler, Rory
Mor. 

We now live on Bowen Island and enjoy cruising the beautiful coast of BC. We still go the same slow
pace of 6 knots, but now have big windows and a heater for comfort in our northern climate.”

The clip that Linda sent me had me wanting to read more about the article and finding out more about
‘the party’ that got it all started. So, if you were at that party, like Linda, or if you would like to share
stories about ‘the good old days’, please send me an email with your text and I will publish it in Currents.
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 March 2018 Bluewater Cruising Association strategic planning work session.

BCA had a strategic planning session in March, and I found myself thinking how wonderful that the
Association has kept a steady course of  fostering “an active interest in offshore sailing” over the 40 years
of its existence. We are focused. We have a strong purpose. We are in good shape and true to our origins.
We are still fueling offshore dreams after 40 years!

About The Author

Rosario Passos

Counting Stars - Whitby 42 Ketch

Rosario is a dreamer who wants to sail the South Pacific.... so far she sails the local waters of the Salish
Sea to get as much experience as possible.

_______________________________________________
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In Memoriam - Liv Kennedy

http://currents.bluewatercruising.org/news/in-memoriam-liv-kennedy/

Liv Kennedy passed away in February 2018; she was in her late 80’s. Liv Kennedy’s parents were
pioneers on Quadra Island, and she was born aboard the Coast Mission ship Columbia. She grew up in
logging camps and fishing villages along the coast, spending much of her time in boats.

Liv was a founding member of Bluewater Cruising Association in 1978, she spearheaded and proposed
the name ‘Currents’ (after the ocean currents of the world) for the BCA newsletter. First published in the
fall of 1978, Currents not only advised members of coming events and technical information but also
became the forum for members’ cruising yarns to help inspire those still dreaming. Liv wrote the first
issues which were put out four times a year for the first couple of years and was the editor for the
magazine for a number of years after that.

Liv Kennedy was a regular contributor to Pacific Yachting and for 20 years ran a monthly feature called
‘Offshore People’. She also had a side column that she called ‘Spyline’ which gave locations of
Canadian cruising boats around the world.
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Liv also started the Ocean Cruising Adventure (OCA) series in 1976 at the Vancouver Maritime Museum.
At the time, the series was called Bluewater Cruising in Small Boats, and showcased 8 presentations. It
was during one of the Ocean Cruising presentations, in 1978 that Liv invited those interested in forming a
bluewater sailing club to sign up and come to a party, where BCA was started.

Liv Kennedy was a Doner, who, along with husband Charlie and their son Curtis were the first family
from B.C. to circumnavigate the globe. They returned from their four year circumnavigation aboard 
Kelea in 1969.

Liv was also the author of ‘Coastal Villages’, a gorgeous book of photographs, history and anecdotes
about 24 picturesque B.C. villages, including Lund, Campbell River, Quadra Island, Owen Bay,
Hardwicke Island, Telegraph Cove, Alert Bay and Port Hardy.

Blake Williams, a Past Commodore of BCA, shared this about Liv:

“Liv was an intrepid sailor and through her writings and “offshore cruising series” provided leadership,
education, and support for many ‘Dreamers’!”

About The Author

Rosario Passos

Counting Stars - Whitby 42 Ketch

Rosario is a dreamer who wants to sail the South Pacific.... so far she sails the local waters of the Salish
Sea to get as much experience as possible.

_______________________________________________
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Vancouver Fleet Report: March 2018

http://currents.bluewatercruising.org/news/vancouver-fleet-report-march-2018/

The March meeting of the Vancouver Fleet was held on March 27 at the Scottish Cultural Centre.

Show and Tell feature included a do-it-yourself crotch strap to supplement a life jacket, and historic
charts – Fiji and Strait of Georgia.

Cameron shared with the fleet that Malcolm MacPhail of Good as Gold has volunteered to give us a
course on making accurate charts from Google Maps. Cameron explained the necessity of these charts by
showing us a photo of Good as Gold’s chart plotter showing a 200m error on a Mexican chart. He
showed us a chart of Vanua Baluva that Malcolm had made. These charts are used on computer programs
like OpenCPN and work just like commercial ones on the boat’s chart plotter.

The fleet program began with a presentation on windvanes, exploring the various types and how they
work led by Sarah and Will Curry, owners of Hydrovane. They  followed this presentation by sharing
their own cruising tips and traps, based on their cruising experiences in Mexico.
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This program was webcast by Rosario Passos and viewed by some members of the Vancouver Island
Fleet. We may be doing this again with future presentations.

There will be a special fleet meeting at the Maritime Museum on April 18 at 1800h. Malcolm
MacPhail will be leading a presentation about Charts from Google Maps using ChartAid.

The next regular meeting on April 24 will cover Medical Emergencies at Sea by Fleet member, Janet
McKeown. There will also be information from Dolphin Insurance.

 

About The Author

Cameron and Marianne McLean, Vancouver Fleet Coordinators

Mayknot - Seabird 37

Cam and Marianne McLean have been BCA members since 1987, cruised offshore, and have served as
the Vancouver Fleet Coordinators for many years.

_______________________________________________
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Vancouver Island Fleet Report: March 2018

http://currents.bluewatercruising.org/news/vancouver-island-fleet-report-march-2018/

Provisioning was the main topic presented to the 18 members from 11 boats at the March 7 fleet meeting
(including 1 on Zoom and 2 new members).  Barbara Erickson and Jordan and Judy Mills combined to
cover the topic very well with several helpful ideas and engaging stories to keep every one attentive.

After the break Jacqueline Randen offered a very interesting presentation regarding commercial shipping
and how we as recreational users of the waterways may expect to interact with the personnel on the
bridge of these large vessels.

The plan for the meeting on April 4 is Safety & Comfort at sea with David Robb followed by the
remainder of our Sail Trim presentation and a wind up discussion.

Planning is also under way for a fleet rendezvous / boat tours in April.

Cover image Attribution: Grueslayer @Wikipedia, CC BY-SA 4.0
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About The Author

Al Kitchen - VI Fleet Coordinator

Wyndspree - Huntingford 53 Ketch

Al Kitchen has been a BCA member since 2005. Al and his wife Gaye lived aboard Wyndspree (53?
ketch) from 1996 until 2007 and cruised the BC coast throughout this time. Between 2006 and the
present, Al crewed on different boats with fellow Bluewater members, including voyages from Victoria,
BC to San Francisco; Gladstone, Australia to Fiji; New Zealand to Victoria, B.C.; and San Jose del Cabo
to Hilo, HI. Al is now co-coordinating the V.I. Fleet group with Daragh Nagle.

_______________________________________________
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What Not to Miss at BCA This Week

http://currents.bluewatercruising.org/news/not-miss-bca-week/

BCA is bringing some well renowned personalities in the sailing world to Vancouver this week. Do you
have your tickets yet?

Nigel Calder

Nigel will lead two courses this week in Vancouver, at the TK Gallery Room at the Vancouver Maritime
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Museum:

Marine Electrical Systems on Friday, March 23, 10:00 am-6:30 pm (get tickets here)
Marine Diesel Engines on Sunday, March 25, 10:00am -4:30pm (get tickets here)

After the course on Friday, join Nigel as he shares is lessons learned in an entertaining, yet informative
talk:

Lessons Learned, Friday March 23, 7:30 pm – 9:00 pm (get tickets here)

Keep an eye out for Nigel’s new book, which will be out soon: “Shakedown Cruise” based on lessons
learned while learning the ropes during his years of sailing!

John & Amanda Neal with Nigel Calder

John and Amanda are back in town with their well regarded Mahina Offshore Cruising Sseminar.  Seven
months a year, John & Amanda Neal conduct offshore instructional expeditions worldwide aboard 
Mahina Tiare III, their Hallberg-Rassy 46. This highly regarded seminar skillfully presents the
knowledge gained from their combined 658,000 sea miles and 81 years experience. Includes the excellent
260 page Offshore Companion reference book.

Mahina-BCA Offshore Cruising Seminar with Co-Presenter Nigel Calder on Saturday, March
24, 2018, 7:45am – 6:00pm at Granville Island Hotel, Quarterdeck Room (get tickets here)

These promise to be fantastic events that will further prepare you for your offshore experiences and keep
the dream alive! Make sure you don’t miss them. There is still time to get your tickets!

Hope to see you there.

About The Author

Rosario Passos

Counting Stars - Whitby 42 Ketch

Rosario is a dreamer who wants to sail the South Pacific.... so far she sails the local waters of the Salish
Sea to get as much experience as possible.

_______________________________________________
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Vancouver Club Night - The Wildness and Grandeur of Fitz Hugh
Sound

http://currents.bluewatercruising.org/events/vancouver-club-night-wildness-grandeur-fitz-hugh-sound/
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One of the dream cruising destination for all boaters! Just north of Cape Caution, there are several dozen
beautiful and serene anchorages offering a variety of attractions. Beaches, scenery and wildlife are in
there to enjoy for those willing to travel north. This presentation will include aerial and water level image
images of the entire area plus several images of the wildlife of Fitz Hugh Sound such as humpback
whales, bears and birdlife.

Award-winning author William Kelly has written about boating for over 30 years with his stories on
cruising and navigating the coast from San Francisco to Seward, Alaska appearing in several yachting
publications in Canada and the United States.

He and his wife, Anne Vipond are the authors of the best-selling guidebook Best Anchorages of the
Inside Passage which now covers anchorages from the Gulf Islands and Victoria to Fitz Hugh Sound and
Bella Bella on the central coast.

The new second edition of their book won the honorable mention award from the Society of American
Travel Writers in the guidebook category when it was published. In addition to anchorages from
Desolation Sound and Broughton Archipelago, the book covers all the difficult passes that lead to the best
anchorages of the B.C. coast.

_______________________________________________
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VI South Club Night - Bagheera Off the Beaten Track: From the
Med to Brazil

http://currents.bluewatercruising.org/events/vi-south-club-night-bagheera-off-beaten-track-med-brazil/

Join Andy and Liza Copeland as they sail from the Mediterranean to the Caribbean via Morocco, the
Canary Islands, the Cape Verdes, Senegal, the Gambia (including 150 miles up the River), Guinea,
Bissau, then across the Equator to Brazil and along the north coast of South America, including its rivers,
to the Caribbean. This voyage offers a different and intriguing way of crossing the Atlantic, and our well
known presenters can describe a fascinating collection of cultures as well as true insight into adventure
cruising and the self-sufficiency skills required.
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Former BCA members, Liza and Andy Copeland are lifelong cruisers and racers. After marrying aboard
the classic yacht, Ticonderoga, they explored the world, which included a 6-year circumnavigation with
their three children, in their Beneteau 38, Bagheera, which has taken them 124,000 nautical miles to 114
countries.

Liza is the best-selling author of three cruising books—“Just Cruising”, “Still Cruising” and “Comfortable
Cruising”, which recounts their world travels and describes their voyage around North and Central
America. The fourth, “Cruising for Cowards,” co-authored with Andy, is their practical and technical
A–Z for cruisers, whether voyaging offshore or cruising the coast.

Liza also writes for many yachting magazines, presents at major boat shows worldwide, and gives
frequent talks for a variety of clubs and organizations. When not travelling the world, both Andy and Liza
love continuing to explore the Pacific Northwest.

_______________________________________________
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VI Mid-Island Club Night - Bagheera Off the Beaten Track: From
the Med to Brazil

http://currents.bluewatercruising.org/events/vi-mid-island-club-night-bagheera-off-beaten-track-med-
brazil/

 

Join Andy and Liza Copeland as they sail from the Mediterranean to the Caribbean via Morocco, the
Canary Islands, the Cape Verdes, Senegal, the Gambia (including 150 miles up the River), Guinea,
Bissau, then across the Equator to Brazil and along the north coast of South America, including its rivers,
to the Caribbean. This voyage offers a different and intriguing way of crossing the Atlantic, and our well
known presenters can describe a fascinating collection of cultures as well as true insight into adventure
cruising and the self-sufficiency skills required.
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Former BCA members, Liza and Andy Copeland are lifelong cruisers and racers. After marrying aboard
the classic yacht, Ticonderoga, they explored the world, which included a 6-year circumnavigation with
their three children, in their Beneteau 38, Bagheera, which has taken them 124,000 nautical miles to 114
countries.

Liza is the best-selling author of three cruising books—“Just Cruising”, “Still Cruising” and “Comfortable
Cruising”, which recounts their world travels and describes their voyage around North and Central
America. The fourth, “Cruising for Cowards,” co-authored with Andy, is their practical and technical
A–Z for cruisers, whether voyaging offshore or cruising the coast.

Liza also writes for many yachting magazines, presents at major boat shows worldwide, and gives
frequent talks for a variety of clubs and organizations. When not travelling the world, both Andy and Liza
love continuing to explore the Pacific Northwest.
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Intermediate (Offshore) Marine Weather

http://currents.bluewatercruising.org/events/intermediate-offshore-marine-weather/

Forecasting and withstanding weather conditions are major aspects of cruising under sail and power,
whether riding it out offshore, seeking safety in a protected anchorage, or avoiding being too close to a
lee shore.

This two day workshop, taught by Scott Crawshaw, a renowned mariner, instructor and former BCA
member, begins with the fundamentals of weather (see Basic Weather Forecasting) and shows how
weather satellites and technology have transformed forecasting to show cruisers the best way to combine
their own observations with technology. Participants will learn relevant information that will ensure their
enjoyment and safety at sea in both foul and fair weather.

Scott’s delivery of this course in Victoria in 2016 received the highest rating by far of any past VI
Education offering in the last five years in terms of content; relevance; instructor presentation, and an
increased feeling of competence among participants. Over 95% of the participants rated Scott’s
workshops 5 out of 5!

Course Topics

Anti-Cyclones
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 Swell and Sea Waves
 Surface Water Circulation
Upper Air Charts and Satellite Imagery
Gaps and Promontory Winds
Tropical and Sub-Tropical Weather
Tropical Cyclone Formation and Avoidance
Voyage Planning

Bonus:  Intermediate weather also includes practical exercises, including a virtual Victoria to Maui transit
where students will plot their positions, review weather products and determine the best tactics / weather
routing.

Instructor

Scott Crawshaw has sailed for over 40 years and has over 50,000 miles of ocean water experience.  This
includes skippering the Royal Canadian Navy’s Tall Ship, HMCS Oriole and four years of offshore
sailing with his family aboard the sailing vessel Peregrinata.  His qualifications include a Transport
Canada Master Mariner, unlimited tonnage; a Navy Surface Command Qualification, unlimited tonnage;
an ISPA instructor qualification. Scott has a degree in Physics and Physical Oceanography from Royal
Roads Military College, and is a recipient of the CYA Yachtmaster Ocean award. He currently resides in
the UK with his wife Sonia, where he is filling an exchange position with the Royal Navy until summer
2018.

_______________________________________________
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Basic Marine Weather

http://currents.bluewatercruising.org/events/basic-marine-weather/

An understanding of basic weather is an important attribute of seamanship. Taught by renowned mariner
Scott Crawshaw, a highly qualified instructor, offshore sailor and former BCA member, this 1/2 day
workshop that will introduce cruisers to the fundamentals of weather, enable them to combine weather
forecasts (VHF) with personal observation, and relate it to their immediate situation. Participants will
learn relevant information that will build their confidence and help ensure their enjoyment and safety at
sea in both foul and fair weather.

Topics

Air Circulation Patterns
Pressure,Temperature and Moisture
Air Masses
 Fronts and Cyclogenesis
Fog, Clouds and Precipitation
 Weather Maps
 Sources of Local Weather
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 ScottCrawshaw

Instructor

Scott Crawshaw has sailed for over 40 years and has over 50,000 miles of ocean water experience.  This
includes skippering the Royal Canadian Navy’s Tall Ship, HMCS Oriole and four years of offshore
sailing with his family aboard the sailing vessel Peregrinata. His qualifications include a Transport
Canada Master Mariner, unlimited tonnage; a Navy Surface Command Qualification, unlimited tonnage;
an ISPA Instructor qualification and he is a CYA Yachtmaster.  Scott has a degree in Physics and
Physical Oceanography from Royal Roads Military College. He currently resides in the UK with his wife
Sonia, where he is filling an exchange position with the Royal Navy until summer 2018.
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Using OPEN CPN Charting for Offshore Cruisers

http://currents.bluewatercruising.org/events/using-open-cpn-charting-offshore-cruisers/

As we sail further and further from civilization, the nautical charts we have might be less and less
accurate or out of date. Luckily, there are satellites constantly taking images of the earth’s surface and we
have access to some of them. Using OpenCPN (free “chart plotter” software for Mac or PC), we can view
these satellite images as though they are charts. One of our members, Malcolm MacPhail from Good as
Gold, will show you how!

Here are some of the topics Malcolm will cover:

OpenCPN – Basics
OpenCPN – Managing charts
ChartAid – Basics
ChartAid – Downloading a satellite image as a chart
OpenCPN – Viewing the “satellite” chart

You are welcome to bring your laptop and follow along, or just take notes. If you plan to bring your
laptop, please download and install both OpenCPN and ChartAid.
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Women and the Realities of Voyaging

http://currents.bluewatercruising.org/events/women-realities-voyaging/

Join us for a full day seminar and discussions broaching subjects of particular interest and concern for
women who are planning an offshore adventure or to set off for extended cruising.

Liza Copeland

In the morning, Liza Copeland will present a seminar called ‘Voyaging Realities and Routines’ focusing
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on what it is really like to be at sea; covering sailing, weather, safety, health and more. Liza will finish
with some open discussion about arriving in a foreign port, boat organization, and how to live with your
partner/crew 24 hours a day for extended periods in close quarters! Liza and Andy Copeland did a 6 year
circumnavigation with their three children, travelling 124,000 nautical miles to 114 countries. Liza is a
best selling author of cruising books and is a well known presenter at major boat shows worldwide.

Agathe Gaulin

In the afternoon, Agathe Gaulin will lead an interactive discussion and small group work sessions to
empower the participants to make the decisions THEY need to prepare for long-term cruising. This
seminar helps women identify their areas of comfort and discomfort and to develop individual action
plans to better prepare for the Great Adventure. Agathe is an experienced facilitator and consultant in
organizational development, with a Master’s degree in Adult Education. She is also an ISPA Yachtmaster
Offshore and sailing instructor, plus a BCA “Doner” on the Vic-Maui race and return.

We look forward to a great turnout!

_______________________________________________
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Standing and Running Rigging: Maintenance and Inspection

http://currents.bluewatercruising.org/events/standing-running-rigging-maintenance-inspection/

This course is intended for people who own and maintain their own sailboat, or those who want to gain a
better understanding of standing and running rigging, including proper inspection and maintenance. Brent
Jacobi of Blackline Marine will explain the basic principals of rigging inspection & maintenance, and
offshore cruising preparation:

Going Aloft Safely

Dockside
Underway
2nd safety line
Bosun’s chair
Tool pouch
Messenger line
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Standing Rigging

Have you dropped and inspected your mast lately? Ever?
Where to get it checked – professional riggers – tuning?
How to check?
How often to check?

rings vs cotter pins, clevis pins, toggles, connections
swage fittings, blue dye vs microscope for cracks
rigging tape or alternates
Duralac anti-corrosive jointing compound
spreaders and chafe guards/caps, shrouds, tangs
mast cap and attachments
keel-stepped vs deck-stepped mast
halyard sheaves and axle pins
chainplates, stanchions, lifelines
windex, anchor light, antennas
radar mount, steaming light, and other accessories

Running Rigging

Types, strength
Maintenance (washing/rinsing)
When to replace ?
Typical messenger lines and securing methods
Wear points, lines crossed
Jib car inspection and maintenance
Systems for cockpit adjustable jib cars
Winter/off-season maintenance.

_______________________________________________
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Understanding Tides and Currents

http://currents.bluewatercruising.org/events/understanding-tides-currents/

A good understanding of west coast tides and currents can mean the difference between a smooth ride and
a rough ride. For many, navigating Johnstone Strait and the rapids of the Inside Passage is a new
challenge. You may be surprised to learn that planning a trip north of Campbell River is not as difficult as
you thought—Johnstone Strait and the nearby tidal rapids form an incredibly complex hydraulic system,
but in a number of very important ways, it is predictable.

By the end of the course, participants will:

have general strategies for managing tidal currents
know how to plan for tidal currents to assist (rather than resist) a vessel’s progress
know how to read the tide and current tables
have specific strategies for managing Johnstone Strait and Cordero Channels as well as other tidal
rapids

Though the specific focus is on the West Coast, participant learnings are applicable to tide and current
interactions world-wide. The seminar also includes practice calculation of proper timing.

Instructor

Kevin Monahan is an experienced captain, retired Canadian Coast Guard officer, and author of “The
Radar Book: Effective Navigation and Collision Avoidance”.
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Weather Strategies for the Inside Passage

http://currents.bluewatercruising.org/events/weather-strategies-inside-passage/

This course focuses on the unique weather patterns of the west coast, and how to make decisions based on
weather forecasts. BC coastal weather patterns are confusing if you don’t understand the basic forces that
shape the local weather in the Georgia Strait, Johnstone Strait and the North Coast. Once you understand
the dynamics of the most common weather patterns that occur in the region, you can develop strategies
that take advantage of the weather patterns for a more comfortable and more enjoyable cruise.

Participants will also be introduced to key concepts of mid-latitude depressions, offshore highs, and
inflow and outflow winds, and their interactions with the geography of the Inside Passage. Certain
locations must be avoided in certain winds, and other places offer safe passage even during high winds.

Note:  The seminar is not intended to teach actual forecasting of large scale weather patterns. Participants
will be shown how to apply the information in weather forecasts and local weather reports to better
understand actual conditions in specific locations on the water.
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Instructor

Kevin Monahan is an experienced captain, retired Canadian Coast Guard officer, and author of: Local
Knowledge: A Skipper’s Reference (Tacoma to Ketchikan) and The Radar Book: Effective Navigation and
Collision Avoidance.  

_______________________________________________
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