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On Mexican Time, or Recovering from Sergio, Part II

http://currents.bluewatercruising.org/articles/on-mexican-time-or-recovering-from-sergio-part-ii/

When I drove from Victoria, BC, Canada to San Carlos, Mexico in late October 2018 and crossed into
northern Mexico, the Sonora desert was greener than I had ever seen it. Knowing this was the result of the
rains from the tropical storm that had toppled Intrepid II made the scenery a little harder to appreciate. At
least the major repairs to Mexican Highway 15 were nearing completion, so the drive south from the
United States was easier and smoother than in previous years.

Once I arrived, settled into rental accommodations and started to work on Intrepid II, I was reminded of
the pluses and minuses of San Carlos. On the plus side, San Carlos is about a half day drive from the
United States border and is much warmer and drier than Victoria in the winter. On the minus side, there is
no place to buy boat parts or supplies. The local “chandlery” has almost no practical inventory other than
some fishing gear. If you have the foresight to bring down absolutely everything you will need, if there
are no surprises once you start working on your boat, and if your boat projects should go well, you will be
fine. Otherwise, you fall back on the warmer and drier climate to compensate for these challenges. There
is impressive scenery. The sunrises and sunsets are often spectacular. Oh yes – beer is cheaper here as
well!
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 Vivid sunset – compensation for all those frustrating boat challenges

On the plus side, it is now possible to order supplies online or by phone from the U.S. and have them
shipped directly to the San Carlos marina office, at a cost. Usually it is possible to track your parcel once
it is en route and alert the marina office staff when to expect delivery. The customs fee is payable to the
delivery company. In past years, I have had items shipped to Nogales, Arizona; once I knew the parcels
had arrived I drove north to pick them up. Doing so required an early morning start, a mostly pleasant
drive, except for transiting around the city of Hermosillo (not for the faint of heart) and a wait at the U.S.
border crossing of anywhere between 20 minutes to 2 hours or more. After successfully retrieving my
parcels, I then turned around and headed back south, with the same challenges except for the border
crossing time. For some reason, it takes considerably less time to enter Mexico than to enter the United
States.

The tropical storm damage to Intrepid II included two broken stanchions, damage to the toe rail, some
gouges and scrapes on the hull and a bend and other damage to the bottom of the keel. The keel repair
went quickly, if expensively. Not having any pictures to go by to assess the damage, I had underestimated
the amount of epoxy and glass needed. As a result, I paid very high prices for supplies provided locally.
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Intrepid II sustained keel damage from tropical storm Sergio

A local welder repaired the bent stanchions efficiently and well. I also had him replace the existing
lifeline wire with tubing from the stern pulpit forward to the midships gate. This gives us more security
on deck. It also provides more room to mount all the bits of gear that cruisers accumulate, such as our
stern anchor.

I often use Defender Industries for boat parts. Unfortunately they were unable to ship marine sealant into
Mexico and I had already used up what I had brought down with me. So, two new seacocks and thru-hulls
were sitting on the boat until a cruising friend could deliver tubes of sealant from Arizona. The 3M 4000
sealant has arrived and that project is now proceeding.
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 Tru-Design seacock, thru-hull and load bearing collar

In the meantime, I focused on giving Intrepid II a new coat of bottom paint with the supplies I had
purchased en route.
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 While waiting for parts to arrive – take care of maintenance projects

Part of the damage that occurred when Intrepid II was knocked over in tropical storm Sergio was
abrasion to the starboard upper shroud. My rigger indicated he had a shipment coming shortly and I added
the necessary wire to that order on November 21. The wire was to be shipped two days later from the U.S.
However, when that order finally arrived in Mexico FIVE weeks later, my wire was not included. It is
difficult enough to get things done in Mexico without companies in San Diego completely dropping the
ball, with no follow up communication. The wire finally arrived February 11. Another rigging customer
actually drove to San Diego and brought my wire back with his own order.

The other major casualty from the fall of my boat in October was our Furuno radar. Despite the best
efforts of Señor Ernesto, the highly regarded electronics repair man in Guaymas, it appears that a
replacement will be required. About half the boaters based here advise that “you do not need radar”, but
we do not fall into that group. Even here fog rolls in. A few years ago while approaching Mazatlan from
the south at 6 a.m. in heavy fog, after an overnight passage, I counted seventeen shrimp boats crossing
our path. During previous cruising passages, we have also encountered unlit “pangas” at night, just
drifting while the fishermen sleep.

The silver lining for the Intrepid II crew has been that several projects, which never made their way to
the top of the “to-do list” in previous years, are now receiving attention. Among other tasks, the ICOM
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802 radio has been installed and the solar panels have been rewired in parallel instead of in series. This
was in response to learning from Nigel Calder at a BCA course that I had outsmarted myself by wiring
them in series.

Oh, did I mention that the weather is somewhat better here and the beer is cheaper?

About The Author

Kelly Arnold

Intrepid II - Cape Dory 40 Sloop

Kelly and Carol Arnold (BCA 1995) sailed south to the Sea of Cortez in the Fleet of 2009 on INTREPID
II, a 40 foot Cape Dory Intrepid. Since that first cruising season, they have explored anchorages up and
down the Baja Sur and mainland, returning to favorites and discovering new ones. While still hoping to
cruise to distant shores, they are currently ensuring INTREPID II is fully recovered from the impact of a
tropical storm while on the hard in San Carlos, Mexico.

_______________________________________________
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Don't Believe Everything You See On The Screen

http://currents.bluewatercruising.org/articles/dont-believe-everything-you-see-on-the-screen/

When you sail in places like the US/Canada; Australia/NZ, or Europe, you can get lulled into believing
what is shown on your laptop, handheld GPS or chart plotter is accurate. Looking at a chart plotter that
shows your slip in the marina is pretty impressive. Move beyond these areas and four issues are quickly
revealed:

1. Not everything shown on the chart is actually there: We regularly see Aids to Navigation that
have long since drifted away

2. Not everything that is actually there is charted: Many of the vector charts of the Tuamotus are
based on some sort of analysis of satellite imagery, but many of the coral heads are either not
shown or shown as being at “safe” depths when they are not. In other areas, the passes are stick-
like cartoons without enough data to use for navigation or to decide when it is safe to navigate the
pass.

3. Selective display of information in vector charts: lots about this is written elsewhere and was a
leading cause factor of the Team Vestas grounding on the last Volvo Ocean Race (report here). As
you zoom in and out on vector charts, you can see atolls appear or disappear.
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4. Datum error: most cruising grounds were surveyed well before GPS was available. Therefore,
even though the geometry of the features can be accurate, the position of the objects may be
incorrect. You can use radar to estimate the datum error, but you need to be aware that each
surveyed area will have different datum error. If you want to read more on this, here is one
starting point.

Let’s have a look at an example:

1 – Here is a 1:625,000 zoom showing the approach
to Tahanea in the Tuomotus. Lots of sea room to the
south east, it seems:

2 – Until you zoom only one level in to 1:500,000
and the atoll of Motutunga appears:

3 – Motutunga circled in red.  This issue was one of
the cause factors in the Vesta’s crash:

4 – The little grey box gives a hint that an atoll is
hidden there:

5 – Of course, once you get there, there may not be a
lot of data. This is a close up of Tahanea in CMap:

6 – The charts for the passes are actually pretty good
at this atoll:
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7 – Navionics has more detail on this atoll than C-
Map, but some of the bommies that are marked are
not there and some of the spots shown with 16 feet
of depth are actually much shallower.  It is
suspicious when every bommie is 16 feet deep on
the chart:

8 – Okay, we are not sailing over Isla Isabela in
Mexico at 7.7 kts. The datum for most of the Pacific
coast of Mexico is off by a fair margin. We used the
Garmin handheld for our first two years of cruising
before we treated ourselves to a little chart plotter:
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Tools to Mitigate the Risk

The first and foremost way to mitigate these risks is the Mk1 Eyeball, and careful timing when navigating
critical areas. We try to go through passes between 1000h and 1400h and ideally, with the sun behind us
so we can see the reefs. During these times, someone is always on the bow watching (clipped on if the
pass looks rough). This was our main strategy through French Polynesia, but last year in Fiji – a cruising
ground famous for its yacht-grabbing reefs – we also started to use SAS Planet to download, store and
analyze satellite imagery.

SAS Planet is certainly not the only tool out there. Many sailors have success with OpenCPN (which we
also use) and GEKAP. We also OVITEL Maps on the iPad, as it allows us to have a picture in the
cockpit, but it can be a bit finicky to use and the iPad is hard to read in sunlight (and too bright during
night watches!).

How We Use SAS Planet

Step 1: Download data

Select the area you want to download. You can do this by scrolling over the area at the desired zoom
levels as you would with Google Earth, or you can use the polygon function to select an area.
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Once the polygon is selected, you can open the selection manager (the green “check mark”) and pick
what zoom levels and which map source you want to use. In Fiji we usually use Google, Bing and/or
Nokia. Sometimes a big cumulus cloud is over the critical part of a pass or anchorage, so it is nice to have
alternatives.
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Once the data has downloaded, it is saved in the cache.

Step 2: Route Planning

The rest of the process is personal preference and based on your risk assessment. Generally I plan routes
in Coastal Explorer on the laptop and then export the route as a KML file. Using SAS Planet, the file can
then be imported from the “Placemark Manager” and you can see your route and any marks you imported
overlaid on the chart data. You can then check the route, at a detailed level remembering it is vector data,
to see if there are any hazards.

If there are hazards along the route that regular charts do not pick up, you can then amend the route either
directly in Coastal Explorer or by reversing the export/import process from SAS Planet to Coastal
Explorer. If particular hazards are noted, they can be marked on SAS Planet and exported to Coastal
Explorer and your chart plotter. I do this especially if there are particular hazards in a pass. Also, for very
tight anchorages, it is nice to pick an anchor spot ahead of time to ensure adequate swing room.

The island of Yadua in Fiji is a good example. Below, a route is drawn with Open CPN into the western
anchorage. It looks good until you export it to SAS Planet and find that you would drive over a reef. In
Google Earth you can see the entrance but not the the southern anchorage. With Nokia it is clearer on this
occasion.

1 – The western approach drawn in Open CPN: 2 – Oh, except when you export it to SAS Planet you
see you would have driven over a reef:
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3 – By using Nokia instead of Google in this case,
the southern part of the anchorage is visible as well:

The other side of Yadua provides another example. It is a beautiful anchorage, near to a friendly village
and excellent spearfishing. The entrance and anchorage are a bit tight.

1 – The entrance to the eastern anchorage in Coastal
Explorer. Note that the two red Aids to Navigation
shown on the chart are not actually there:

2 – When you look at the SAS Planet data, you see
two coral heads in the pass that are not marked on
the chart:
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3 – In this screenshot, you can see two danger marks
on the coral heads as well as a possible spot to
anchor with sufficient swing room:

4 – And then this can be imported back into Coastal
Explorer and the chart-plotter:

Caveats

No tool replaces the Mk1 Eyeball and commonsense.
Just because Google Earth shows there is open water, it does not mean it is without hazards. To
save data, some areas are shown as open water where there are actually reefs.
This is certainly not the only way to do this – there are lots of other tools.
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 Always look where you are going! If this was a pass transit, Liz would have her PFD/tether on as well.

About The Author

Max Shaw

Fluenta - Stevens 47

Max and Elizabeth have been travelling full time with their family of five aboard Fluenta since 2012.
Prior to that they had 23 year careers in the Canadian Forces. Max is a Sail Canada Advanced Cruising
Instructor and hold a commercially-endorsed RYA Yachtmaster Ocean certificate. After some 34,000 nm
zig-zagging around the Pacific, the Fluenta crew are slowly working their way back to British Colombia.
You can follow their adventures at SV-Fluenta.blogspot.ca.

_______________________________________________
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Darwin to Southeast Asia: Leaving Oz with Regret

http://currents.bluewatercruising.org/articles/darwin-to-southeast-asia-leaving-oz-with-regret/

In the last article from Memories of a Circumnavigation Hugh and Heather explored Australia and
prepared to leave for Asia. This segment of their world cruise sees them leaving Australia and venturing
into Bali and Singapore.

 Lets continue to follow the adventures of Argonauta I, from when they began their journey in 1997 in the
Caribbean, until the completion of the circumnavigation in 2006, when they crossed their 1997 outbound
Caribbean track.

Reaching Darwin evoked a definite feeling of achievement! David headed for McDonald’s, Heather
checked out the spa and I initiated serious boat tasks. Exploring social and cultural offerings of the City
was very much on the agenda, as we caught up with good friends whom we had met down south. It was
our last opportunity for land touring in Australia, so we drove some 1400 km to Western Australia to see
the Bungle Bungles. Later, our nephew David returned to Canada for school and Heather spent three days
in Broome. She wanted to be there at full moon to view a phenomenon known as, “Staircase to the
Moon”, and to ride a camel along Cable Beach.
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 Bungle Bungles and camel riding along Cable Beach.

All arrangements were made for our departure from Australia, scheduled for September 8, 2002.
Westbound crews reaching Darwin must choose either to go south or north of Africa. Two considerations
are: the challenging seas off Southern Africa and piracy in the Gulf of Aden and in the Strait of Malacca.
The decision should be taken before departing Darwin, otherwise the yacht must be supplied with
navigation material for both options. We chose to go north of Africa with the Island of Bali, Indonesia, as
our first port of call followed by Borneo and Singapore.

Sailing to parts of the world where culture is very different inevitably poses challenges. For example,
bound for the Arab world, we prepared for the custom of Baksheesh. Non-smokers, we nevertheless
stocked many cartons of Marlboro cigarettes, said to be favored there. As well, we bought such
recommended items as cosmetics for wives of customs officials and canal pilots. Except for Malaysia, we
never hired a car in South East Asia, Sri Lanka or North Africa. That was because driving was more of an
“adventure” than we needed and chauffeur driven vehicles were inexpensive and relatively safe. Indeed,
riding around in a tuk tuk or rickshaw was lots of fun!

Given our upcoming passages, the question of carrying a weapon did arise. We chose not to because I
believe that unless one is willing to be the first to use a weapon, one would likely be on the wrong end of
any conflict. Moreover, paranoia could lead to an inappropriate response as innocent fisher folk do not
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look much different from bad guys. Instead, we relied on networking and “street smarts” to stay out of
trouble and it worked! As well, carrying weapons complicates the customs process, although most
authorities do accept their presence. For example, in Australia weapons need to be declared at the port of
entry where they will be taken into safe keeping and returned to the yacht at port of departure. It was
much easier to say “no” to the oft posed weapons question.

Darwin has a great chart copying service, which we found perfect for our needs. We already had the
applicable electronic charts and cruising guides, as Australia offers excellent tax free purchase options.
We loaded 515 liters of diesel, as well as a generous supply of libations. Just about every spare sheet,
towel or t?shirt was wrapped protectively around Aussie wine or emergency liquor. We don’t drink on
passage, so this was for the long term until reaching the Mediterranean. We knew it would be very dry
once we entered the Gulf of Aden and the Red Sea.

Inevitably there was a slight change in plans! At the last minute, we learned that the Darwin Symphony
Orchestra was to perform at the marina on the day we were to leave. The ever helpful Australian Customs
and Immigration people allowed us an extra day. It was the Symphony’s final performance of the year.
Yachties shared champagne, prawns and other delicacies. Visitors ogled us, believing that it is always like
that! It was indeed a memorable night.

 Last night in Darwin.
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Early morning September 9, 2002, we down-locked from Cullen Bay Marina to begin our passage to Bali,
about 958 nm across the Timor Sea and eastern Indian Ocean. At the beginning of the Rainy Season, or
“Buildup” as the locals call it, winds off northern Australia are mainly light and calm. With no particular
arrival time in mind, we kept engine use to a minimum. Our initial plan was to remain close to the coast
to take advantage of land breezes. There were none, so we rerouted to a more northerly direction. Then,
headed by westerly winds of 6 to 10 kn, we ended up further north. We again changed our route, this time
to pass east of Ashmore Reef rather than west. Ashmore Reef is over halfway to Bali; some 520 nm from
Darwin.

 Departing Darwin September 9, 2002.

Once again we fished and succeeded in boating a smallish shark: shark burgers à la Trinidad, though not
as good! Later we found ourselves sailing in 6 to 8 kn of northerly wind, making about 4 kn, which held
as far as Ashmore Reef. That was when our feathered Max Prop really paid off! We passed the Reef at
night and began to encounter unlighted traffic, perhaps Asian fishing vessels or possibly, vessels
transporting illegal immigrants. Clearing Ashmore, we entered the Indian Ocean and from there we
enjoyed southerly winds of 10 to 15 kn.
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 Timor Sea catch of the day.

The last couple of days we had good SE winds. As we neared the Indonesian Archipelago, we found
ourselves on a broad reach as favorable currents of up to 2.5 kn, some 30 degrees or more off our stern,
allowed us to head into the wind giving a speed over the ground (SOG) approaching 8 kn. High water at
Benoa Harbour was 0830 hours, an ideal time to make the approach. We reached the entrance on
September 18, more or less on time, and had a smooth ride up the channel to the anchorage. We had
covered the 958 NM passage in just less than nine days, with only 47 hours of engine time.

Here’s what Heather had to say in an e-mail:

“The longest passage we’ve done in over two years! The first few days are always hard for me and I
dread the long nights on watch. Then, suddenly, you get into a routine and you can’t believe that nine
days have gone by. In some ways, passages are the best part, provided there is “no drama”. Conditions
were benign; we saw almost no traffic and most of the time I could cook: (my only creative outlet on a
passage except for the convoluted workings of my never?silent imagination!) Read a book a day and
listened to several at night, decadent indulgence! So, here I am in Indonesia, having been pried
screaming and kicking out of Oz. I’ll probably succumb to the exotic attraction of Asia and start my
perpetual “bonding” again.”

We dropped the hook among a motley fleet of rusty coasters, tour boats and yachts. Seadoos and inflated
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yellow sausages topped with screaming tourists whizzed by as ancient fisher folk, wearing coolie hats and
standing chest?deep in water, hand lined the shallows. We dinghied to the nearby marina for a customs
check in. The marina was full, but next day a slip was available so we hung on the hook for the night. We
knew we were in Asia as we quaffed sundowners and listened to the wailing call to prayer of the local
Muezzin.

Once we secured the boat, we taxied to Ubud, a town among hills and rice paddies, where in recent
decades many expat artists had gravitated. Inevitably, the place had become noisy and full of tourists, but
the surrounding country retains much of the legendary charm one associates with Bali. We stayed at Villa
Indah, about 5 km from Ubud, high above a river valley. The verandah afforded an unobstructed view of
a very deep valley and river. Graduated terraces were built into the slopes. Emerald was the dominant
colour, as the terracing enclosed bountiful rice paddies. Here we spent three days visiting Ubud and
touring the Island.

 Balinese Temple.

While Islam predominates in Indonesia, Hinduism is the principal religion of Bali and it is highly visible.
We soon became aware of the importance of a balance between good and evil. Material resembling black
and white checked table cloths wrapped the lower part of most of the many shrines. Locals explained that
the white represented good and black evil. The white checks of the material ensured there was a safe
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balance between these extremes. Shrines are everywhere and small offerings of food are seen on steps
leading into many buildings. The yacht club was no different.

Prices were low and the Canadian dollar went a long way. We were in no rush to go anywhere. The
Malacca Straits beyond Singapore were in the throes of the adverse monsoon: thunderstorms/low
visibility forecast daily. Here it was dry and pleasant.

Here’s an excerpt of Heather’s e-mail:

“I loved Bali. First glimpse was “in your face Asia”: a crowded harbour with all manner of archaic
vessels, a marina which was secure but not “flash” .  At Villa Indah, I do believe it was the most beautiful
room we’ve ever had. In fact it was a Balinese apartment: high bamboo ceilings and fan, tiled floor,
enormous bed with colourful spread, a walk in bathroom the size of our boat with, thankfully, North
American standard facilities. The staff served us our meals here on our own patio. The grounds were
landscaped beautifully; the view over the rice paddies reminded me of an illustration in a book of
Chinese fairy tales. Oh yes, there was a warm and lovely pool which I had to myself.”

The following day we engaged a driver for a tour. It began with a morning performance of a traditional
Balinese play, much like a pantomime, in a small temple and backed by a gamelan instrumental group of
at least twenty men. The costumes were flamboyant and the dancing and miming were excellent. The
theme was the eternal conflict between good and evil. The Barong, a mythological animal, represented a
good spirit and Rangda, a mythological monster, represented an evil spirit. Unlike much western theatre,
harmony between good and evil remained; there was no winner.

In the town of Sayin, Cremation Day was coming up! This is a major celebration. Tickets were on sale,
and the locals were stock piling offerings in the community grounds. The event provides a way for the
poor to finance a commitment to their dead. Balinese believe there are three elements to the person:
physical, cerebral, and spiritual. The body is seen as the temple of the soul and only when the body is
destroyed may the soul go to the spiritual level. This community cremation involved sixteen families. We
saw the effigies of Bhoma, son of the earth, lined up to be burned with each corpse and the sarcophagi
awaiting their burdens. In yet another ceremony, relatives take the ashes to the sea. Families might keep a
corpse for a year or more before being able to afford a proper funeral. Cremation is thus a day of
jubilation rather than one of sadness. A wealthy person will put aside funds to pay for a speedier passage
of his soul. We were leaving Bali before cremation day; otherwise, we might have been among the
spectators!

A second tour took us towards the high country, through winding roads and mountain villages. One
village was especially notable for its Poinsettia-lined streets. We stopped at a vantage point for an
excellent view of 1700 metre Gunung Batur, an active volcano, and the crater lake at its base. On the way
back, we had a close look at the many rice paddies and marveled at their complex terracing. The Asians
are masters of water management. Throughout the countryside, there is a network of streams, dams,
diversions, channels and conduits to control water to the paddies. Paddies are maintained as a swamp for
planting. They are allowed to dry somewhat during the growing period and dried out completely for the
harvest and subsequent ploughing.
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 Rice paddies.

Then it was time to return to the marina to prepare for departure. Ubud market provided a stock of fruit
and vegetables. With the purchase of 147 litres of diesel to top our tanks, we were ready to go. September
25, we slipped out of Benoa Harbour just after sunrise to attack the formidable Lombok Strait. It
separates the Islands of Bali and Lombok and leads north to the Java Sea. Currents of up to 8 knots flow
south. Lembongan Island was our first stop, only 12 nm from Bali. This is a day-tour destination from
Bali and a reasonable anchorage. There we over-nighted to be in a good position the following day to
clear the Strait northbound in daylight. Large Indian Ocean swells rolled through the anchorage, but it
was secure and not too uncomfortable. Early next morning in company with our new buddy boat, 
Carillion, we departed northbound.

We did not hear of the October 12, 2002 Bali bombing tragedy until several days after. Ironically, it was
via our onboard e?mail that details filtered through from family in Canada. Three weeks after we had
departed, over 200 people were killed and as many more injured. We grieved for all the innocents: young
people out for a night on the town, hotel workers and taxi drivers all in the wrong place at the wrong time.

Stay tuned for the next episode: up the Lombok Strait to the Java Sea; island hopping to Borneo and on to
Singapore.
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About The Author

Hugh & Heather Bacon

Argonauta I - Beneteau 440

Hugh and Heather left the Caribbean Island of Tortola in 1997. Their route took them through the
Caribbean to Panama. They transited the Canal in May 1999 and once in the Pacific, they explored the
Galapagos and many South Pacific Island Groups enroute to Australia. September 2002, they departed
Australia sailing North of Africa, first through South East Asia and then the Indian Ocean and up the Red
Sea to The Med.. In 2004 they continued to Southern France. Next year they went on to Gibraltar,
Morocco and the many Atlantic Islands. In January 2006 they departed the Cape Verde Islands and
completed their circumnavigation off Grenada later that month. Two more years in the Caribbean brought
them once again to the Panama Canal and in 2008, Argonauta I arrived in Sidney BC. 

_______________________________________________
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Ego Can be Earned

http://currents.bluewatercruising.org/articles/ego-can-be-earned/

The last nasty 36 hours heading into Cabo San Lucas were an endurance test. Overnight, we bucked
winds and seas. It was one of those passages during which no one sleeps. There was sail up, despite it
being even a bit much with the main reefed. At 3 am the decision was made to drop the main. By
morning, it was as calm as it could be and the grins spread on all three tired faces, as we motored through
calm waters and sunshine.

The grins were replaced with grimaces during the last stretch into Cabo San Lucas. Watching the shore, it
looked like we were not moving at all. With the engine working hard, and concern for adequate fuel for
the fight, the opposing winds and high, choppy seas were causing us to make less than a knot of speed.
Along with the slow progress, darkness looming, and over three inches of water washing over the decks,
our inner stay was also swinging loose. Fearing it would come undone altogether, two of us went forward
to tighten it and wire it in place. We should have been grateful that the seas pounding us were warm.

Unable to reach anyone on the radio, and having done a tour inside the breakwater, we found no moorage
at the marina and headed back out to anchor in the bay. It was not a calm anchorage, but it was a pleasant
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change to anchor and at last, in the dark, we were all relieved.

After saying goodbye to our crew member, Kevin, who was returning to Canada, we remained anchored
for a week in the noisy and busy anchorage. We left Cabo San Lucas thinking we would head for Los
Frailes on the way to La Paz. It started as a windless day and the iron jib was front and center. The wind
started to build and since we had sailed a lot less than we would have liked, and diesel was not cheap, we
decided to sail, albeit not quite in the direction we wanted to go. The wind built and we put the first reef
in the main. The wind continued to build and the second reef went in. We needed to turn more towards
land and to think if this was really what we wanted to be doing.

Gale force winds (not forecasted) and contrary seas were not what we hoped for. Radio contact with a
couple of sailboats, two or more hours ahead, told us it was not going to be a fun night. We realized we
would arrive in the dark, at an unfamiliar anchorage, exhausted from the conditions we were seeing.
Grateful for the rare radio contact, we told our new radio friends we were turning back. It seemed calmer
heading back, so after discussions we turned another 180 degrees thinking maybe we were hasty in our
decision to turn back. Only a couple of minutes in this direction told us that no, there was a huge
difference in comfort heading back to Cabo, so we turned for the last time and headed back to Cabo San
Lucas.
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Of course it is never simple. We realized we needed to pull in the tangled fishing line before dropping
anchor and reversing through the line. After slowing the boat and reeling in the entire line, including the
lure, we anchored around 2330h, comfortable that it was the better decision to turn around. We spent two
additional nights in Cabo.

About 36 hours after anchoring, we got up and by 0500h, we were motoring once again towards La Paz.
The forecast was for a front to come up behind us that would not be pleasant and the clouds off our stern
supported that forecast. In daylight, compared to the last time, we could see the opening in the breakwater
and decided to stop at Puerto Los Cabos. We headed into the bay and gaped at the lush green contrast
between Puerto Los Cabos vs Cabo San Lucas. We docked and decided  to stay two nights. The weather
forecast turned it into three nights. The sailors we met made the stop more than pleasant. It was an oasis
from the weather and for the soul. With fresh, but not potable water on the dock to wash the salt from the
boat, with kind locals providing us with a driver and vehicle to go to the bank and supermarket, and with
one of the transient boaters giving us some of his fish catch, it was a lovely stay. It was not an
inexpensive stop in dollars, but we saved at least $12USD  washing clothing and bedding in a five-gallon
pail and hanging it on the life lines!

The next two legs of the journey were uneventful and took us to Los Frailes. We then had another long
day to get into Los Muertos, with some hard work fighting to reef, and then douse the main. Just about
when it was obvious we would not anchor in Los Muertos until after dark, a large bird arrived, sat on the
pulpit, left and came back with two friends. The wind had picked up and we were motoring once again
into the wind and a lot of chop. The three birds flew above the boat and made me think of them as an
escort for us. Two of the birds flew away and one landed on the bow again. Daylight faded and darkness
took over. I got out the million candle power search light, scanned the water ahead of us, and the bird
remained in place despite the extremely rough ride and the light repeatedly passing over it. I went forward
to check that all looked well with the windlass, passed the bird within a foot and it remained in place. The
bird didn’t budged until I was actually dropping the anchor. It felt spiritual, as though there was a
connection between me and the bird. It lifted my spirits and that the bird never left until it knew we had
arrived safely.

Los Muertos is an awesome, quiet place. We spent two days and nights there. We left at 1 am to make the
leap to La Paz. It was about a twelve-hour motor journey, but the decision to leave in the dark and arrive
in daylight was a good one. The first trip down the channel into La Paz was long and tiring. We thought
we would stay in La Paz a week, but weather and the need to find and alter a used sail to replace the one
torn on the trip south, stretched the visit to four weeks.
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We were in La Paz for Christmas and we were pleased to sit in our marina with many other sailors, and
watch the lighted boat parade pass right in front of us. On Christmas Eve, there was a pot luck at the local
boaters club and Christmas dinner with new friends aboard a luxury sailboat moored next to us.

Here we are, in the Sea Of Cortez, and all the ground we have covered since mid October, when we
tossed off the dock lines in Victoria, seems a bit of a blur. I know I should understand the line in the song,
“Oz never did give anything to the tin man that he didn’t already have”. But what I really know is that I
can look at what has been accomplished, being part of a crew, getting a fifty foot sailboat from the coast
of BC, Canada to the southern tip of the Baja in Mexico, and up into the Sea of Cortez and us both being
over 65!

I am part of the boat and crew that got us here, but I still search for my comfort zone, still feel the need to
improve my knowledge and skills. I still feel in awe of the power of the wind and the sea. I still feel
anxious as we head out to new areas and, despite years of preparation, studying and planning, I have to
sometimes remind myself that I have earned the bragging rights to where I am and how I got here!

If I had to give a bit of advice to those still planning the journey, I would say to remain humble to the
ability of the wind and the sea to test your skills and endurance, but not so humble that you don’t every
now and then reflect on the journey and be proud of what you have done. There will likely be times you
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think you must be crazy to have thought you could do this, and times that you know you would be crazier
not to have tried.

About The Author

Diane Cherry

Ricky T - Constellation

I started sailing in 1980 with my husband David and sons Ben and David (then 3 and 1). In 2005 we
bought a Catalina 30 in Nanaimo, sailed it to Vancouver and had it trucked to Kootenay Lake. We have
planned for many years to do the offshore experience and in 2011 finally found the boat we wanted. In
2014 we closed our business in Nelson, relocated to Nanaimo and are planning to leave in 2018.

_______________________________________________
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Solar Hot Water Tubes – A Cool Item for Hot Showers

http://currents.bluewatercruising.org/articles/solar-hot-water-tubes-a-cool-item-for-hot-showers/

Brrrrrr! Oooooh, that water is COLD! But the crew thinks I need a shower, or they will mutiny…

Have you ever faced this dilemma? You might try a black solar shower bag – after all, they carry the
warning: “Portable Shower can attain temperatures over 120°F (50 C)”. Sounds promising, but in reality
they take a long time to heat up, even in full sun, and a breeze blows away any hope of reaching
temperatures much over ambient.

We’ve improved upon the ordinary solar shower, and have been enjoying hot showers for the past 3
years. They are still dispensed from the solar shower bag, but some water is preheated and added to the
rest of the bag’s contents just before the shower. “Great idea, Einstein,” you say, “lots of folks have
realized that boiling water from a kettle is a convenient way of supplementing the shower bag’s warmth.”
What about sticking with the solar theme and not burning any fossils?

Perhaps you have seen solar hot water tubes arrayed on roofs. It turns out these same high-tech solar tubes
can be purchased in shorter lengths and are great for hikers, campers, and even boaters who want really
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hot water from the sun. Available sizes range from 250 ml (approx 1 cup) to 1 litre (4 cups). We bought
three 700 ml tubes that are 51 cm (20 inches) long. We gave one to a friend and brought the other two
with us on Hoku Pa’a.

Since the solar tubes are made of glass, we constructed a triangular wooden box, reminiscent of a
Toblerone bar, for each tube to protect them when the sailing gets bouncy. The boxes are varnished
3/16-inch plywood with brass hinges so they close up for stowage and deploy with the two side ‘wings’
unfurled. Each tube is cushioned by two pieces of foam (salvaged from a child’s play mat) held in place
with 3M4200 adhesive. Several squares of scrap neoprene is attached to the two wings of the box to
provide additional cushioning when it is closed. As a bonus, we used contact cement to adhere aluminum
foil to the inside of the wings of the box to reflect even more sun onto the tube and speed heating.

How well do they work? We can boil water in 60 minutes, when the tubes are exposed to the midday sun
in Mexico during the winter. When it’s cloudy, it takes longer. However, if you can cast a shadow, you
can obtain water that’s too hot to touch.

These solar tubes are amazingly efficient. They are double-walled glass vacuum tubes, coated for very
high absorbance on the outside and heat reflection on the inside. Cold air, or wind, does not affect the
efficiency. Their insulation is so good that the tube does not feel warm to the touch even when the water
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inside is boiling.

On days when we want a shower, we fill each tube with water and secure it on deck facing the sun. If it’s
windy, we tie the tube and the wings down so they don’t blow closed. We then go snorkeling, return to
the boat, pour the hot water into our shower bag, and mix it with a few litres of cold water to obtain a
comfortable temperature.

The solar tubes are constructed of glass, so other liquids can be heated up inside of them, even food can
be cooked in them. However, not wanting to have to clean the inside of the tubes, we use them to boil
plain water. This works great for tea, doing dishes, or filling a hot-water bottle when sleeping in colder
climes.

The solar tubes are available on Amazon and eBay, and probably other online sources. Search for, “solar
hot water tubes”, or similar key words. We paid $45 for our set of three (in 2015),and $15 each still
seems to be about the current cost. Some vendors include storage cases, which may be useful, but you
will still require a method to hold them in place while in use. Most tubes come with a silicone stopper or a
lid. You should puncture a small hole in the lid (if it doesn’t already have one), otherwise pressure from
the boiling water will pop the lid off.

An additional handy item, which we haven’t seen for sale, is a pouring spout. It’s sometimes hard to aim
the stream of boiling water into the shower bag without spilling (or scalding!). We fabricated a set of
what we call, ‘lips’, from two-part silicone molding putty (available in hobby stores). After kneading the
two parts together, we formed it into a spout to fit around the top of the tube and let it set for a few hours.
Now we push these lips onto the tube whenever we need to pour.
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 Pouring with lips.

We hope this article has inspired you to have a comfortable warm shower using water heated by the sun!
This video shows the tube in use:

http://currents.bluewatercruising.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/02/SolarHotWaterTube.mp4

Please contact us if you have any questions about construction details, usage, or to share your own ideas.

About The Author

Barb Peck & Bjarne Hansen

Hoku Pa'a - Niagara 35

From 2004-2006 Barb and Bjarne sailed the South Pacific on Freya, their 30' Hunter-Vogel. Upon
returning to Victoria they have participated in the VI Watch and supported fleet members preparing to go
offshore. After some wonderful cruising in local waters they
headed south again in 2015. Hoku Pa'a, their Niagara 35, is ship-shape again after her unfortunate
encounter with Hurricane Newton, and Barb and Bjarne are now happily exploring the Sea of Cortez. 
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Postcards from A Caribbean Winter - Part 5, An Azorean
Summer

http://currents.bluewatercruising.org/articles/postcards-from-a-caribbean-winter-part-5-an-azores-
summer/

In the previous article in this series, Rod took us with him as he crossed the Atlantic on a solo passage. In
this fifth of nine articles Rod highlights the beauty of the Azorean archipelago.

It was late in the afternoon on July 23 and there was only a few hours of sunlight left. Ahead, rising
steeply out of the sea was the first land seen in 13 days. The northwestern cliffs of the Azores Islands of
Corvo and Flores towered above the foaming waves breaking at their bases. The final decision of my
Trans-Atlantic passage was whether to pass north of Corvo, or take a shorter route between the two
Islands. My destination was Lajes on the southern tip of Flores, but I had already ruled out taking the
southern route directly to Lajes – I wanted to see the spectacular cliffs at the northern ends of each of
these islands from the sea. It would mean another night at sea but that could not be avoided anyway. I was
reluctant to enter the small port of Lajes at night with its variable holding and rocky patches, and without
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any knowledge of how crowded the anchorage would be. The forecast was for light winds from the
northwest, so sailing around the northeastern tip of Corvo would allow me to drift slowly down wind in
the lee of each island while I waited for sunrise and caught a few naps.

The setting sun lit up Corvo’s towering cliffs and the green slopes of the caldera. The colors were
brilliant, but something about the colors was off. The Island was laced with miles and miles of bluish grey
lines. As I rounded the northern tip of Corvo it became clear, they were rock walls covered with
hydrangea. My first thought was – what an unbelievable amount of work it would have been to build all
those walls one rock at a time. Miles upon miles of stone walls one rock at a time and all by hand! Piled
high and lasting centuries with no cement, the rock walls were all dry packed. It was my first impression
of these islands, but it would not be the last time I would marvel at the hard work, perseverance and
special nature of the Azorean people and the Azores. Let the adventure begin!

 The Azores Archipelago. Hydrangeas cover hand piled lava rock walls on Flores. The Caldera on Corvo
with interior lakes, hydrangea covered walls, and cattle grazing.

The Azores are made up of nine large islands and many small islets and rocks. They lie just east of the
Mid Atlantic Ridge, 750 nm. (nautical or statute miles) west of Portugal. They are spread out over an area
that is 180 nm. north to south, and 300 nm. east to west. The islands were first colonized by the
Portuguese in the 15th century and were uninhabited prior to that. They are made up of a succession of
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shield volcanoes that over time have left behind many large calderas as a result of the violent eruptions as
their tops exploded off. The sole exception is Pico Island whose giant towering summit is still intact. The
long history, although short in a geologic time frame, of volcanic activity is evident everywhere and is
still active today. The most recent major eruption was on the Island of Faial in 1957. That eruption played
a major role in both the immigration and emigration of Azoreans, as well as the adventures we would
enjoy as we cruised the Azores engrossed in the magic of these islands.

The reason the 1957 eruption was so influential was that it created a wave of emigration to Canada and
the United States. However, the Azoreans that left have kept deep roots in the islands and many have
returned to either retire, or spend a large portion of each year back in the Azores. Much to our delight,
many liked to work as tour and taxi drivers. So we had many wonderful adventures and tours with semi-
retired Azoreans that spoke excellent English. As you can imagine, they had a long history of their lives
within the islands 60 years ago, and also of their adopted homes that they would willingly share as we
toured around. I had originally thought I would spend 3 weeks to a month in the Azores – that turned into
three months and not wanting to leave at all. In a single sentence, “The Azores are spectacular!”

 Lajes is the only harbour and port suitable for yachts on Flores, but only in settled weather. There are
many high waterfalls cascading from cliffs along the spectacular northwest coast of Flores island.
Waterfalls reflected in the lake at Faja Grande where there are many beautiful and varied hiking trails.
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Flores and Corvo are the western most Islands in the Archipelago and are both rural and unspoiled by
mass tourism. However, they do have wonderful eco-touring operations that have developed out of their
whaling history and the unique geological and geographical settings of the islands. Both Islands have
suffered from a continual decline in permanent residents as the younger generations leave for higher
education and jobs elsewhere. As a result the villages often seem almost deserted, yet well kept. These
islands have a slower pace and relaxed lifestyle that makes them a great place to get away. Several
entrepreneurial types are renovating the old lava stone and terracotta roofed homes into upscale lodges
and vacation residences for hikers and people who just want to get away – but get away with the ability to
still be in touch with the world. These dwellings have all the comforts of a charming place to settle into
each night, and a very quiet and spectacular island to explore.

The Islands are incredibly clean with almost no litter, recycling is found everywhere, even at trail heads
and the sense of pride the locals have in their island is clearly evident in the well-kept homes, abundant
flowers and clean towns. The close association with Europe is also evident. Just as we found in the
Caribbean Islands, that are still a part of the Netherlands or France, the Azores, as part of Portugal, have
benefited heavily from European money, and it shows in the excellent roads, services, very inexpensive
food and well developed cultural and tourism venues. Despite their small populations there are many
interesting and excellent museums highlighting the cultural, geographic, geological, natural and whaling
histories of the islands and Azorean life.

I was fortunate to enjoy an extended spell of settled weather and got to stay on anchor at Lajes for 16
days. Both the Lajes harbor master and Silva, (the taxi driver I regularly used who had immigrated to
Canada as a young man and returned to retire back on Flores), were amazed on multiple occasions that I
was still there. “Most people only stay a few days and leave”, they would say. My response was I
couldn’t leave, it was just too relaxing and wonderful…and I still hadn’t seen everything!

The added benefit was fantastic internet access. I purchased a small unlocked portable wireless router for
$50 euros that included 15 GB of data for 15 days. That meant I could have full internet access 24 hours a
day at high speed while hiking, sailing, or touring the islands. After the frustrations of dealing with the
choppy and irregular internet access of the Caribbean, this was a dream come true – and it was
inexpensive and easy to just keep recharging. Canada has a long way to go to catch up with this kind of
convenience. It actually disgusted me when I returned home for a week to see how badly serviced we are
and how expensive Canadian internet access is in comparison to these sparsely populated and remote
islands in the Atlantic.
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 Hiking on Flores Island is a stunning visual treat in late July, with Hydrangea covered dry pack walls
everywhere, the constant sound of birds singing and incredible vistas at every turn. On a busy day you
might encounter a few other hikers in this unspoiled paradise. The trails are very well marked and include
open fields, wooded areas, calderas, lake side walks, spectacular cliff descents down stepped paths that
are hundreds of years old and many tiny villages full of charm.

The Azores have a long and proud history of whaling and they are preserving that history. Many of the
techniques they developed to spot the whales and direct the whaling boats to them during the last century
are now employed with great success and modern communications to direct the new fleet of eco-tourism
whale watching boats. It would be a poor day in the summer for a whale watching boat not to get their
clients several good sightings of a variety of whales and dolphins. Throughout the islands there are
reminders of the importance whaling played in the economy of the Azores over the past 150 years. There
are many abandoned or converted whale processing plants, boat launching areas, the whale watching huts
(from where spotters would spend their days with powerful binoculars and rocket flares to direct the boats
to pods of whales) and plaques or monuments that celebrate the prowess of the Azorean whalers.

The connection to the sea is also apparent in the fishing and recreational pastimes of the islands. One of
our favorite breaks was to visit one of the dozens of ocean side natural swimming areas for a refreshing
swim. Any area that has a some natural rock enclosure is often developed with walkways, access ladders,
a sun bathing area, change areas and outdoor fresh water showers. They allow people to swim in the
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warm waters with easy and safe access to the sea despite the rocky and dangerous shorelines of the
islands. It is not uncommon to enjoy the spray or even breaking waves in these pools that turn them into
natural Jacuzzi spas when a wave breaks into them.

 A tribute to the hard working and proud Azoreans are the clean towns and extensive mosaic white and
black paving stones hand pounded in place one rock at a time. A traditional Azorean whaling boat
adapted and improved from the original New England whale boat design on display at the Whaling
Museum in Santa Cruz da Flores. Creative gates along the well marked trails on Flores Island. One of the
many beautiful cliff side swimming areas so common throughout the Azores.

Having spent 16 days anchored in the tiny harbour of Lajes, and enjoying the culture of Flores, I really
didn’t want to leave. However, Oh! needed a new port lower shroud and I wanted to catch up with my
friends, David and Mary, in Horta. We planed to climb to the summit of Mt. Pico, the highest point in
Portugal. So, reluctantly I weighed anchor and sailed and motored overnight to the island of Faial.

The overnight motor/sail was fabulous – light airs and a calm sea under a canopy of billions of stars was
engrossing. The air was warm and I had an experience that was one of those rare occasions you just never
forget. At about 3 am, a pod of pilot whales or dolphins came to visit Oh!. In the black of the night, and
with calm seas, the only traces of their presence were the bioluminescent streaks that developed each time
they broke the surface and the sound of their blow holes as they breached to breathe. It was like watching
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rapid fire shooting stars in a sea of black – a truly memorable sight.

 Salted fish drying from lines strung under the carport cover of a Flores home. As I set sail over night to
the island of Faial, the sun sets on Flores. A traditional whaling boat participates in the races during
Horta’s Yachting Appreciation Week festivities. The famous inner harbour walls of Horta embellished
with paintings from decades of visiting cruisers.

Horta is the main harbour and city on the island of Faial. It is a world away from the rural settings and
tranquility of Flores. Horta is a bustling city that is the center of yachting in the Azores and host to the
annual week long Yachting Festival. During this week its famous promenade is filled with outdoor dining
venues, a concert stage and decorative lights. It is also home to the famous Sailors Bar and several highly
rated restaurants like Genuino’s. The owner, named Genuino, is well known in the Azores for his two
solo circumnavigations. At the time he was one of only 11 solo circumnavigators to have rounded all of
the world’s southern capes solo. His restaurant features a traditional Fada each week that is an evening of
dining and live traditional folk singers and musicians. Besides the good food and admiring the
memorabilia in his restaurant, we enjoyed a wonderful evening of entertainment and friendship with
Mona and Arno, our Norwegian friends on their second Atlantic circuit.
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 Public Art is common throughout the Azores and includes sculptures, murals, mosaic roads and colorful
banners. The Author hiking along the rim of Faial’s Caldera. The stillness and quiet of the lush forests of
the Lavada trail (canal works) was captivating. The canal was built around the Caldera’s northwestern
slope to provide water and hydro power. It was my favorite hike on Faial.

Aside from the island of Faial’s natural beauty and many interesting sights, it is also home to Mid-
Atlantic Yacht Services (MAYS) which was a prime reason for visiting the Island. Duncan Sweet is the
owner and he and his staff went out of their way to help get the rigging repairs done on Oh! quickly and
efficiently during festival week so she could get back to being a sailboat. They also replaced aging rivets
in the gooseneck and have continued to provide ongoing service and counsel as we cruised throughout the
Azores, Madeira, Canary and Cape Verde Islands. Hat’s off to a great group of people who provided
exceptional service in the Mid-Atlantic!

There is so much to do and see on Faial that a person could easily fill a month and still want to stay
longer. There are geothermal areas, the site of the Azores most recent volcanic activity in 1957, museums,
dozens of seaside pools, great restaurants and café’s to visit, plenty of interesting hiking trails, beautiful
architecture, festivals, and of course an almost endless procession of visiting yachts and crews to meet.
By the time we needed to leave we had made friendships with crews from Norway, Australia,
Switzerland, the United States, Great Britain, France, the Canary Islands and Finland. We spent many
days hiking with them, enjoying wine and cheese sessions, dinners together and touring the island by
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scooters and taxis. The marina at Horta is a meeting place for yachts from all over the world and like all
the marinas in the Azores; it was inexpensive with friendly staff who spoke many languages.

The last and possibly most important tradition that had to be completed on Faial before leaving was to
find a spot on its crowded sea wall to paint yet one more mural before we departed. It is a tradition going
back decades that a visiting yacht should paint a mural to enjoy a safe voyage upon leaving the Azores. A
trip to the local paint store revealed that there had been a run on small cans of suitable paints due to the
growing number of yachts that are now visiting Horta each year. So multiple paint stores and hardware
stores later, we finally assembled the required colors and over several days of prep, base coats and
painting, completed our mark.

 Natural seaside pools with walkways over the sharp lava stone to swimming areas. Overlooking Horta
and the only sandy beach on the island of Faial – it is a favorite spot for locals to enjoy the evening sun.
Painting Oh!’s mural on the marina’s famous breakwater at Horta. Viewed from the Marina at Horta –
Mt. Pico on Pico Island is the highest point in Portugal and its summit beckons!

Oh! Canada! was ready to leave for the Island of Pico. That was where David and Mary were eagerly
waiting for David’s climbing partner (me) to arrive so we could knock another item off his huge bucket
lists of goals. That adventure will be detailed in the next article in this series.
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References from: Atlantic Islands Sixth Edition – RCC Pilotage Foundation, Imray books. Authors Anne
Hammick and Hilary Keatinge

About The Author

Rod Morris

Oh! - 2006 Robertson and Caine Leopard 40’ Catamaran

Rod has been sailing Oh! throughout the eastern Caribbean for the past three seasons offering people the
chance to ”Sample the Cruising Lifestyle” and is currently completing an Atlantic Circuit. He has
enjoyed 8 Caribbean passages and 3 Atlantic Passages (including 1 solo) over the past 10 years. Rod is a
Professional Geologist, Gliderpilot and RYA Yachtmaster (Offshore) and has been a member of BCA for
3 years. Diane is a Nurse Educator, who loves to travel, explore and enjoy the outdoors. You can follow
their travels on Instagram at sv_oh, or find out how you can join them through their website:
www.cloudstocoral.com. They can be reached at info@cloudstocoral.com. 
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Chiloé Island

http://currents.bluewatercruising.org/articles/chiloe-island/

We were lucky to visit Chiloé Island, a prominent Island off the west coast of Chile, in 2007 and again in
2017. We didn’t know much about Chiloé, except that it was between Valdivia and Patagonia. We had
relished our time in Valdivia, but we eagerly looked forward to Patagonia for two reasons:

1. Scuba diving
2. Seeing Patagonia’s fabled lands and vistas (like Torres del Paine and Cape Horn)
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 Chiloe island.

When we arrived at Chiloé the first time, it easily captivated us with its quaint old wooden houses on
stilts, fishboats, craft markets, hobbit-like farmlands and seafood. Chiloé was the last embattled haven of
the Spanish in Chile. Spain had taken possession of the Island in 1567. During colonization, and after the
Indigenous population had been decimated in sweeping epidemics of both smallpox and measles, the
Island saw a mix of Indigenous and Spanish traits and belief systems.

One particular trait of the inhabitants became even more apparent as time passed; they resisted political
change. First, the Indigenous Islanders held out against the Spanish colonizers and forced them back to
the north of the mainland. Later, in the 1800’s, when the rest of Chile fought for independence from
Spain, the Islanders resisted and fought to remain loyal to the Spanish crown. The Island was virtually cut
off from the mainland for 8 years and only became part of the Republic of Chile in 1826.

The name Chiloé means, “place of seagulls”, in the Huilliche Indigenous language – one of the three
Indigenous groups on the Island. This unique name points to an inherent difference between the
characters of the Island and the mainland. The ‘land people’ farm, fell trees and search for mineral
wealth. The people of Chiloé are ‘sea people’, who maintain themselves by seafaring and harvesting
from the ocean.
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The Spanish promoted Christianity on the Island and Jesuit missionaries arrived to evangelize the
population. A number of chapels were built throughout the archipelago. More than 150 wooden churches
received UNESCO World Heritage Site designation in 1972. The Jesuit influence seems to live in the
emotion displayed in the wooden artwork, that is displayed in some churches.

 Pilad church.

The Islanders identify themselves as, ’Chilotés’, and pride themselves on their unique culture and spoken
Spanish that is almost incomprehensible and quite different from what one hears in the rest of Chile. Our
taxi driver in Castro demonstrated his beautiful tourist-oriented Spanish and his Chiloté on one exciting
trip (exciting because of his driving-style on the steep narrow streets).

The wooden items in the local museum are ingenious due to lack of metal on the Island during the period
of isolation from European-manufactured products. Old wooden fish boats are kept for generations and
scrupulously maintained. They are pulled up for servicing during the low tides. During our visit in 2007,
we felt that in many ways the people still lived with the old rhythms and ideas passed down through the
generations.
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 Dried inlet with grounded fishboats.

In the early 1970’s, the mixed blessing of advanced aquaculture brought Chile to a leading role in world
salmon production. Unfortunately, by 2007, when we talked to fish-farm workers in Patagonia, we heard
about Infectious Salmon Anemia. This disease lead to a plunge in revenue, mass lay-offs and great
hardship. Today, the Lonely Planet is still advising that Chile uses more antibiotics than any other country
in its fish farms, and that the best fish are exported out of the country. Chilean salmon served in
restaurants is either unfit for export or, if labeled ‘wild’, means it’s a fish-farm escapee, as the species is
not indigenous to the region.
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 Oyster farm.

In 2007 in Puerto Eden, (a more southerly fishing village in Patagonia) we photographed huge middens of
clam shells. By 2017, these middens were depleted, and in their place we photographed large numbers of
clams populating the rocky coast. The return of the mollusks was not reassuring, as red tide has caused
the Chilean government to ban their consumption. This has pressured the local fishermen to look for a
different prey and they have turned to the Santolla crab. These are now shipped live to Paris and New
York.
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 Santolla crab.

In 2017, we learned that all shellfish sold in supermarkets is safety tested, so we ate it on the Island and in
Valdivia where it had gained a following among our Chiloé-loving friends.

The wonderfully delicious local dish of ‘Curanto’ was devised in Chiloé. We first tasted it in Puerto
Eden where our friend, Luisa, who owned a pizzeria, reciprocated with a meal after we invited her family
for dinner aboard Traversay III. Luisa, a native of Chiloé, spent a day making Curanto for us in ‘the old
way’; in a huge pot over a wood fire.

On our first sail towards the Island, we noted the green hills dotted with sheep. It reminded us of the shire
in the ‘Lord of the Rings’. Farming is a continuing industry and fields are ploughed by oxen. Many
varieties of endemic potatoes are grown and eaten with gusto by locals and visitors.
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 Hobbit country.

We appear to have had mixed feelings about sailing to Chiloé that first time. An illustrated letter, dated
September 27, 2007, reflects that we were sad to leave our friends in Valdivia:

 “… However, we expected a life of travel and we needed to push on. Our trip to Chiloé was given added
incentive because of meeting fellow sailors, Alfredo and Juan, at Marina Estancilla when they came
aboard to see Traversay III in mid-August. They invited us to attend a party at Marina Quinched for
Chilean National Day.

We were promised beautiful live music, and we certainly got that. Also some fabulous BBQ, beautiful
young people and great food. Many people arrived from Santiago to spend National Day there. We were
able to spend a little more time with the Jugo family, who were staying at the Resort facilities on the
grounds of the Marina, while working on their boat where their BBQ gave us a chance to talk with their
children who speak perfect English as did all the young people we met.“

Most South Americans regard sailing as a summer activity (the summer season starts soon after
Christmas and ends in March). In Chile, a boat is a highly-taxed luxury item, only purchased after the
home and the pastoral cottage. People who have the wealth to own a vessel keep their boats in Puerto
Montt, at the northern end of Patagonia, and travel from their homes in Santiago for the sailing season.
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We spent two National Days moored outside the city of Castro, the main city of Chiloé. We went into
town for the day and saw the quiet pride in the culture of folk dancers, the Volunteer Fire Brigade dressed
in brilliant red, and a brass band.

 National day celebrations.

Each National Day we flew a huge Chilean flag and decorated the inside of the boat in case someone
stopped by.
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Traversay III decorated for the Festival in Castro.

We visited the ornate wooden cathedral, a nautical museum with various wooden artifacts from the
colonial period, and enjoyed the craftsmanship and hand-knitted articles in the Craft Arcade. We dined in
the waterfront restaurant, on its palafito pilings, complete with pelicans waiting to seize on seafood scraps
donated by the many restaurateurs.
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 Palafitos in Mechuque.

Adjacent to Chiloé are numerous smaller islands, which share the Chiloté culture and history. During our
first visit to nearby tiny Quehui Island, we were impressed by the UNESCO-protected church with its
guitarist and the entrepreneurial spirit of Ignacio, a local who led us on a tour. During the second visit, we
belatedly realized that we had visited the same church and spent time with Ignacio in 2007. In a silly
attempt to save disc space on our computer, all of our photos from 2007 were reduced to low-resolution.
We were happy to take new photos of the church, the wooden image of the crucifixion, and of Ignacio,
who had not changed in the intervening years. Only I had changed!
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 Mary Anne and Ignacio.

Visiting Mechuque Island is a high point of any trip to Chiloé. Although it has changed somewhat due to
an influx of mostly Chilean tourists, it was practically deserted when we were there and we had plenty of
space in the nearby anchorage. Large restaurants had been readied with immaculate white tablecloths, and
caterers were ferrying quantities of fresh lamb into the kitchens from the narrow (unchanged) stone allies.
The bridge was still there, the blue wooden church, the wooden hand-crafted sign, the boats hauled out
for low tide, and the waterfront with its blue, yellow and red structures and green fish boat. This time we
missed the oxen pulling a plough in the middle of town and the teacher leading his students in a vigorous
calisthenics display. In leaving the anchorage, I pulled up a vast number of weeds, which had to be
harried off the anchor with a sickle.

The town of Quellón, at the southern tip of Chiloé, is the southernmost point of the Panamerica Highway.
It hosts numerous fish boats and larger vessels carrying salmon from the vast numbers of fish-farms
within Patagonia. When we were there, we found a wonderful wood-working shop with two artisans
crafting incredible wooden portraits of the villages, with their UNESCO-protected churches at the center
of the life of the surrounding parishes. We bought one for our friend Ed Keeling, for his 85th birthday. Ed
is no longer with us, but his wife Kathleen continues to treasure this artwork.
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 Woodworkers in Chiloe.

In 2007, we approached Quellón from the south and sat in the cockpit during the passage over the Gulf of
Corcovado to Quellón. A friend had told us to keep a sharp watch as Blue whales had started calving in
the Gulf. Larry and I both saw some spouting in the distance, but we had forgotten about it when I looked
past Larry’s left shoulder to see a huge dark form rise, dive back down, and its tiny tail-fluke quickly
disappear into the cold blue waters. By the time Larry looked around, only the whirlpool of the whale’s
escape remained to mark the event.
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 New bridge over the Canal de Chacao.

On this visit, we departed Chiloé heading north to Valdivia by traversing the Canal de Chacao, separating
the Island from the mainland. A project to build a bridge from Chiloé Island to the mainland, that was
initially proposed in 1972, has finally begun and we were interested to see bridge supports placed in both
the north and south ends of the project. The strong tidal current, which allowed us to zoom along much
faster than usual, has bedeviled the Ministry of Public Works in formulating plans for building the bridge.
Many tourists and foreigners worry that a highway to the mainland will ruin the unique character of the
place, but the inhabitants are keen to link up with the mainland.

About The Author

Laurence Roberts and Mary Anne Unrau

Traversay III - Waterline 43', Cutter-rigged steel hull

Laurence and Mary Anne have sailed over 90,000 miles in the boat since her first launch. They have
crossed every meridian and reached latitudes from 65 S on the Antarctic Peninsula to 80 N at the
northwest tip of Spitsbergen. Ports of Call have included such diverse spots as Pitcairn, South Georgia,
Hamburg, Darwin and the Northwest Passage with lots of places between. 
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In 2013 they sailed from St. Katharines Marina, London in late March and voyaged to Victoria, British
Columbia in October via south English ports, the Irish Sea, the Hebrides, Iceland, Greenland, the
Northwest Passage and Alaska.

Their most recent voyage started and ended from with a departure from the Causeway Marina, Victoria in
mid-April 2014 in a North Pacific circuit with stops in Mexico, Hawaii, King Cove Alaska and a return to
Victoria heading south from a Canadian landfall in Prince Rupert. 

_______________________________________________
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Postcards from a Caribbean Winter – Part 4, Solo Trans-Atlantic
Passage

http://currents.bluewatercruising.org/articles/solo-trans-atlantic-passage-bermuda-to-the-azores/

In the previous article in this series, Rod shared their adventures while exploring the Bahamas, with a
focus on the Exuma Islands”. In this fourth of nine articles Rod takes us with him on a solo crossing of
the Atlantic.

One of the best feelings at sea is the slowly building warmth of the morning sun. It just feels good. It is
also the time I check my IridiumGo! for new messages and to get a weather update. I am only a few days
from completing my solo Atlantic passage and it has been a fantastic adventure.

Morning Weather Message from Pete – July 21, 2018

“Hi Rod,
Sounds like you are enjoying yourself even with the light winds. While things are quiet, pass a few
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scenarios of, “what if”. Do you still have a fouled prop? Checking props before turning? How about
strong wind reefing, i.e,  when/how do you do it? Best course in a big sea so that the downwind hull is
less likely to dig in? You know more about big cats in heavy weather.
Don’t get worried as there is nothing to worry about now (in the weather), but I am really thinking about
the next leg, maybe? You have had it easy so far.”

In the age of satellites and the Internet, a solo passage is not as lonely as it was a few years ago. The
reality is that you are really only solo “physically.” You can still have almost instant guidance and
communication at any time…worldwide. So, you are not necessarily “alone”. I had met Pete three years
before in Simpson Bay, St. Martin. We became friends over several subsequent meetings and problem
solving sessions, after which we have kept in touch. Pete has a lot of knowledge and firsthand experience
in making solo Trans-Atlantic passages (five to date). I was very fortunate he was willing to share his
experience freely and to know he was “watching my back”.

 Clockwise: Another beautiful sunrise with a squall line ahead. David and Mary’s Prout 38 in St. Georges
where we met, The warm glow of the sun greats another day at sea.

My solo passage wasn’t planned as such…it evolved. Delays, deadlines, timing and personal
circumstances all combined to find me anchored in St. George Harbour, Bermuda, contemplating a solo
voyage, but where? Sailing back to the Eastern USA and putting Oh! in a boat yard for the summer

                                   62 / 92



Currents
The Official Magazine of the Bluewater Cruising Association

seemed most likely; or across the Atlantic to explore the Azores? Those were my only options and each
was a solo passage.

As with most big decisions in life, they are rarely simple and there were a lot of stressful forces swirling
around me as I contemplated what to do – the least of which was Hurricane Chris making its way north
towards Bermuda and the eastern USA. What Hurricane Chris’ ultimate path would be was still to be
determined. Pete knew about all those pressures and initially advised me not to go; then he shared how
his first solo trip came about and what he learned from it. In a message while I was still in Bermuda
contemplating where to take Oh!, Pete wrote;

“If you don’t mind me saying, you have got yourself into a difficult situation with so many external
pressures just prior to sailing the Atlantic solo where you need the clearest of mind to prepare yourself
and your boat.”

He also noted the need to get Oh! out of Bermuda as the Atlantic storm season was already under way.
The need to find a suitable place to go with Oh! was mounting. He ended his message that day with a
comment that would change everything.

“I had something similar at the start of my first passage (from the Caribbean to England). My crew
bailed out at the last minute but I decided to go solo having never sailed solo before. It was the best
decision as I enjoyed the independence to have my own routine (music on loud, meals at odd times,
snooze when convenient) without the responsibility of the safety of others. As Skipper you know what has
to be done, but you have to do it (alone). If you apply conservative sailing and good weather information
you will be ready for most situations. Check every shackle, split pin, rope, nut and bolt, especially up the
mast…”

Pete’s message really hit home. I knew I could do the solo passage…the questions was, to where? Later
that day as I was heading back to Oh! I spotted a couple working on the Aussie catamaran and went over
to say, “Hi, did you sail that boat all the way from Australia?” As detailed in my first article, “It all starts
with Hi…”, that visit was all I needed to convince me I wasn’t returning to the USA to put Oh! away for
the summer, or even worse, sell her. Mary, David and I quickly connected and that visit, plus an
impromptu dinner with them that evening on Oh!, reminded me why I love the cruising lifestyle. It’s the
people I get to meet and spend time with. After sharing IridiumGo contact information and email
addresses, we agreed to stay in touch as we sailed to the Azores. Also, just so it wouldn’t be a race, they
would get a 4 day head start, while I waited for a new heat exchanger hot water tank to arrive. It was July
6th and a beautiful warm clear night in Bermuda. I was now fully committed to going solo!
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 Hurricane Chris on July 9th, between the USA and Bermuda. The last day of a 14 day weather
prediction, and what really happened on the 14th day out. Note how the predicted high had moved
considerably north. The rhumb line is in pink and my actual track on black dashes.

The classic route to the Azores from Bermuda is to sail northeast to about 41 degrees north, then east
around the northern edge of the Azores High Pressure system that develops west of the Azores
archipelago, then turn south toward the Azores. Typically you need to motor the last day or two into the
no wind, high pressure zone to make landfall in the Islands. Simple enough, with twice daily weather
charts from my PredictWind Offshore and Pete’s daily independent analysis from England, it should be a
simple exercise of staying close enough to the low to be in 10-15 knot winds and enjoy a beam to broad
reach sail the entire voyage. The side benefit is the high pressure system would likely mean sunny days!
Plus the calm high pressure area might potentially be a place to run to if a low pressure with high winds
and bad weather started moving south out of the North Atlantic.

To make a long story short, the voyage was perfect. That seems to be the best way to describe it. The
weather was excellent and although the initial 14 day forecast suggested a simple rhumb line route, the
high moved north and my route followed an almost classic route, sailing north around the Azores High. I
only experienced two large sets of squall lines to navigate around and the rest of the time it was warm
sunny days and star lit nights. At no time was even a light windbreaker, or any warm clothing needed.
Not even at night…and wow, the night skies were incredible! On moonless nights, or after the moon set, I

                                   64 / 92



Currents
The Official Magazine of the Bluewater Cruising Association

could clearly see areas of star density within the Milky Way. Also, at night the navigation lights attracted
the sea birds, especially the white stern light. It was fun to watch them swoop and dive around the stern,
in and out of the light.

As I got closer to the Azores, encounters with pods of dolphins become more frequent, and multiple
whale spouts were seen, including 2 huge breaches as the whales leapt out of the sea. Along the fringes of
the Azores high, the winds are much lighter and the seas are calmer, so dolphin and whale sightings are
more frequent, simply because they stand out better in the flat to gently rippled seas. Unfortunately, so
does the amount of plastic floating in the ocean! Mostly drinking and cleaning bottles, but they were
almost constantly within eyesight and visible in the calm seas. That was a real surprise and wake up call
to the amount of plastic out there.

The goal for Oh! however, was to sail around the high pressure area in the light S to SW winds. I am
proud to say I literally sailed the entire distance from Bermuda to within 20 hours of making landfall. The
engines were used only 6 times. Twice to charge batteries while in neutral (using the starboard engine
with the snarled prop), and four times to briefly hold Oh! into the wind while I had to raise, lower, or
change the reefing on the mainsail. For that, I used the port engine with the functioning prop. To sail
almost the entire route without any amount of significant motoring was a fantastic feeling.

 Making a new cockpit cushion cover. A typical lunch of broiled ham and cheese, with bell peppers and

                                   65 / 92



Currents
The Official Magazine of the Bluewater Cruising Association

fresh basil, on a bagel. and Oh!’s garden of culinary delight.

Some may wonder, wasn’t it boring? The answer is an emphatic “not in the least”. There is always either
something stunning to see, routine chores to do, or sleep to catch up on. I had more to keep me interested
and occupied, than I could possibly get done each day. Plus, when you need to nap every few hours, time
goes by very fast. The days were filled with yoga on the tramp and foredeck in the morning sun, making
new cockpit cushion covers and canvas work for the Bimini, repairs to the heat exchanger lines, baking,
cooking and analyzing weather.

 David all smiles with dinner! The “Art of Sailing”, and looking up during a relaxing coffee break on the
trampoline. A new cockpit canvas for the helm station gets completed.

Plus the frequent flow of text messages between David and Mary kept the voyage interesting as we ended
up in a lighthearted AUSSIE RULES (meaning no rules) Trans-Atlantic race. He even claimed the rope
that fouled Oh!’s starboard sail drive was thrown overboard by him to slow me down, as I quickly caught
up to them despite their 4 day head start. I guess all is fair in Aussie Rules! After a good laugh about his
comment, it became a great source of chatter as we made the passage and yes, he got his rope back when I
arrived in Flores! However, they ran out of eggs…and were very jealous of my stock of eggs for breakfasts
and baking. So… I may have lost the race, but I got to enjoy eggs for breakfast longer!
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 A typical day on the voyage. The rope somehow lassoed one blade on the starboard prop and I could not
free it without going overboard. A makeshift long hand knife using the boat hook could not reach the rope
either. Airing out the pillows and mattresses on a calm day in the mid-Atlantic.

I have a fascination with clouds. Partly from my enjoyment of soaring, where I need to “read the clouds”
to find lift, but also from the physical science side. What causes that type of cloud to form there, while a
totally different cloud type is forming in another direction? Or, for a more directly applicable reason; to
determine if there is a pattern to where the massive cumulus and cumulonimbus clouds will finally
collapse in a fury of downdrafts and rain. Cloud gazing on the open sea fascinates me. I know – I am a bit
strange, but anyone who knows me and hasn’t observed that by now, probably hasn’t been paying
attention!
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 Sunset with a massive squall on the horizon. No green flash, but the sunsets were incredible each
evening. A Radar plot showing a squall line and the actual squalls to the left.

Would I ever do a long solo passage again? Without hesitation, the answer is a resounding, yes! Now I
fully understand what drives people to do solo voyages. It is so liberating and stress free. My daily routine
was dictated only by the weather, myself, and the decisions I make. With only a few exceptions, there
were essentially no other external pressures, or inputs to deal with. No traffic, no crowds, no meetings, no
personalities and no conflicts. The challenges were:

Working with the forces of nature, and
Dealing with routine or unpredictable mechanical issues while solo.

Surprisingly, even those unpredictable issues were not stressful – they just became another item on the
boat “to do list”, which is a constantly changing and growing list of priorities and wishes. On the Trans-
Atlantic voyage the mechanical issues were:

1. The snared starboard sail drive, which limited that engine to being a generator…probably courtesy
of a couple of Aussie’s (Race committee, I would like to file a protest! Oh yeah, Aussie Rules
means no committee and no rules).

2. Persistent leaking coolant lines to the new port hot water heat exchanger – a tedious job due to a
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poor design, but rather straight forward fix.
3. Bilge pump lines that were installed without anti-siphon loops, that trickle water into the bilges

whenever waves slapped under the bridge deck. That meant some minor regular bailing every few
days and my head upside down in the bilge. Thankfully it was very calm.

4. A broken mainsail outhaul line, due to chaffing on a worn pulley. Again, an easy fix that now has
a nice Kevlar anti-chafe sleeve.

5. Two pop rivets that broke around the gooseneck on the boom. These were due to internal
corrosion and simply appear to be failing with age. They all got replaced in Horta, Azores, by Mid-
Atlantic Yacht Services (MAYS).

6. A T-hook on the port inner shroud failed in light winds and seas. Again, Mid-Atlantic Yacht
Services were great and had everything in stock to fix the issue. Great service and very
knowledgeable owner.

 The series of bowlines hoisted by the main halyard to stabilize the broken inner shroud. Almost there,
just 20 hours out when the shroud broke. The Navtec T-Hook that failed.

All pretty minor stuff, with nothing threatening to my safety, or the seaworthiness and integrity of Oh!
that could not be dealt with; other than the shroud failure. The standing rigging had all been replaced just
four months earlier, so to have a T-hook on a shroud fail in only 12-15 knot winds and a gentle 0.5 -1 m
swell was a surprise. It also highlighted the value of mast steps when you are sailing solo. Oh! does not
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have steps, so the broken shroud was an issue that could not be easily jury rigged. Also, the shroud was
held aloft by a 2 mm line that was used to secure the radar reflector in place, just below the port spreader.
If those lines failed, the cable and heavy T-hook would come crashing down to the deck, with the risk of
breaking a hatch or window; or worse, going overboard where it would almost certainly foul in the port
prop, which was my only functioning engine.

Since I could not go up to secure or remove the shroud, the best solution seemed to be to secure it to the
top shroud. The main Halyard was used to hoist a set of small bowlines every 1-2 meters that held the
broken inner shroud to the top shroud. That took the pressure off the thin 2 mm lines securing the radar
reflector, plus eliminated the risk of the shroud going overboard as I motored the last 20 hours into the
western most Azores Island of Flores. It was a bit of a disappointing ending to such a great passage for
two reasons:

1. With the fresh NW wind on day 13 of the passage, I came within 100 miles of sailing the entire
length.

2. I had to finally concede to the Aussies since with the fresh winds they could now do 6-7 knots and
I could only do 5-6 with only the port engine as I wasn’t about to raise any sails…but then, it
wasn’t a race, right? (Where is the race committee when you need them?)

Working with the forces of nature was the most intellectually challenging, interesting and rewarding part
of the voyage. The day-to-day analysis of forecasts and working with the dynamics of constantly
changing weather and seas has been interesting and rewarding – especially since I had no deadlines –
none. If I wanted to change course to take a route closer to the center of the Azores high to get calm seas
and gentle sailing, but it was slower – I could. That luxury of having almost no “time restrictions” is truly
liberating. A friend who motorcycled around the world once told me the most valuable currency he could
have was “time”. I could not agree more! I can make water and carry plenty of fuel and enough food for
months. The only real forces driving decisions were;

1. Personal enjoyment of the voyage, and
2. Safe routing to avoid, as best I could, any forecast rapid change in the weather to a system that

might be threatening or dangerous.

Along the way I have had plenty of time to work on Oh!, note areas that need attention and consider
some “what if scenarios” and the resources I had to deal with them. It was a great working classroom for
preparing Oh! for future voyages. Plus, experiencing the many rewards of a long solo passage was
something that was very special.
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 Flores is aptly named. It is laced with beautiful flower covered stone walls, dramatic topography,
incredible cliffs, hiking trails and seaside natural swimming areas. The residents are proud of there
whaling history and keep it alive through museums and an interest in sailing the traditional whaling boats.
The latte’s are both excellent and inexpensive enough to reward oneself with a treat!

The voyage went so well, I really did not want it to end. However, a new adventure was waiting at the
Island of Flores. The passage was 1860 nautical miles and took 13 days and 20 hours to complete. The
last 12 hours were spent drifting quietly down the east side of Flores, waiting for sunrise before going
into the small harbour at Lajes on the southern tip of Flores. Once I was hooked, I immediately untied my
starboard prop and returned David’s rope!

About The Author

Rod Morris

Oh! - 2006 Robertson and Caine Leopard 40’ Catamaran

Rod has been sailing Oh! throughout the eastern Caribbean for the past three seasons offering people the
chance to ”Sample the Cruising Lifestyle” and is currently completing an Atlantic Circuit. He has
enjoyed 8 Caribbean passages and 3 Atlantic Passages (including 1 solo) over the past 10 years. Rod is a
Professional Geologist, Gliderpilot and RYA Yachtmaster (Offshore) and has been a member of BCA for
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3 years. Diane is a Nurse Educator, who loves to travel, explore and enjoy the outdoors. You can follow
their travels on Instagram at sv_oh, or find out how you can join them through their website:
www.cloudstocoral.com. They can be reached at info@cloudstocoral.com. 

_______________________________________________
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Request for Expressions of Interest - Japan Rendezvous 2020

http://currents.bluewatercruising.org/news/request-for-expressions-of-interest-japan-rendezvous-2020/

The BCA Japan Rendezvous (May 10 – 24, 2020), coordinated and hosted Kirk Patterson, gives
participants an opportunity to spend 15 days sampling the wonders of Japan, on sea and on land. Eleven
of those days will be spent exploring the Seto Inland Sea aboard a chartered yacht.

Kirk is well-known to many BCA members having been awarded the Doug Mitchell Single-Hander’s
Award for his three-year, solo circumnavigation of Japan in 2015, the first ever by a non-Japanese sailor.
He lives in Japan, is fluent in the language, intimately familiar with and knowledgeable about Japanese
culture and history, and eminently qualified to organize this rendezvous for BCA.
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 Seto Inland Sea proposed route for Japan Rendezvous 2020

The estimated cost of the Rendezvous is $5,500 CAD per person, based on double occupancy (single
supplement is not available due to accommodation configuration).  This includes all ground transportation
from Iwakuni Airport (the rendezvous starting point), yacht charter, accommodation, meals, and tours
(participants will be responsible for arranging their own flights to/from Japan).

BCA members in good standing are reminded to forward their expressions of interest in the BCA Japan
Rendezvous 2020 to Past Commodore, Jennifer Handley, by April 15, 2019. Firm commitments and a
non-refundable deposit will be requested in November 2019.  Participation will be limited to 8 people,
with first priority going to those who respond positively to this request for expressions of interest.

Photos from the first BCA Japan Rendezvous in May 2017 can be found here.

About The Author

Jennifer Handley

Camdeboo - Lavranos 50 Cutter-Rigged Sloop

Jennifer Handley and Campbell Good sailed Camdeboo to the South Pacific in 2006 with their two
daughters, a niece, nephew and Jennifer’s brother. By the time Camdeboo returned to Victoria in 2011,
she had 25,000 nm under her keel, visited 14 countries and 27 people had come aboard as crew. Jennifer
was BCA Commodore 2014-2016 and happily took on the role of Past Commodore in 2017.
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Vancouver Fleet Report: March 2019

http://currents.bluewatercruising.org/news/vancouver-fleet-report-march-2019/

The March meeting of the BCA Vancouver Fleet of 2019 was held at the Scottish Cultural Centre on
March 26th.

The presentation was on Marine Electrical Design with Jeff Cote. Among the items he covered were:

un-switched distribution switches,
the proper use of starter and house batteries,
alternator charge rates,
inverter installation,
wiring connections.

The next meeting will be on April 30th. It will focus on Offshore Medical: “Preparing You and Your
Medical Kit” as well as insurance options.

About The Author
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Cameron and Marianne McLean, Vancouver Fleet Coordinators

Mayknot - Seabird 37

Cam and Marianne McLean have been BCA members since 1987, cruised offshore, and have served as
the Vancouver Fleet Coordinators for many years.

_______________________________________________
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Vancouver Island Fleet Report: March 2019

http://currents.bluewatercruising.org/news/vancouver-island-fleet-report-march-2019/

One essential part of cruising is managing the finances of travel, boat maintenance, and any upgrades that
demand a cruisers attention. Nineteen sailors from eight boats of the Vancouver Island Fleet group
participated in a discussion around this topic on March 6 before they looked at the various requirements
involved in clearing in and out of other countries as we explore this amazing planet.
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 Spoon Buddy

In the Show and Tell section of the meeting we heard about the multi-purpose Spoon Buddy from Chris
Stask who admitted to his compulsion to purchase anything for the galley as long as it serves at least three
purposes.  Spoon Buddy did not disappoint and several folks in the meeting expanded on the potential and
occasionally hilarious uses it could be put to.

Ron Roe shared his experiences using Reliefband to avoid nausea at sea and Dave Wilson brought in his
new tether and several soft shackles he had made.

About The Author

Al Kitchen - VI Fleet Coordinator

Wyndspree - Huntingford 53 Ketch

Al Kitchen has been a BCA member since 2005. Al and his wife Gaye lived aboard Wyndspree (53?
ketch) from 1996 until 2007 and cruised the BC coast throughout this time. Between 2006 and the
present, Al crewed on different boats with fellow Bluewater members, including voyages from Victoria,
BC to San Francisco; Gladstone, Australia to Fiji; New Zealand to Victoria, B.C.; and San Jose del Cabo
to Hilo, HI. Al is now co-coordinating the V.I. Fleet group with Daragh Nagle.
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Massive Marine Garage Sale April 13 2019

http://currents.bluewatercruising.org/news/massive-marine-garage-sale-april-13-2019/

Do you have whosits, whatsits, and “things that might be helpful later” taking over your boat? Does your
basement look a bit too much like a chandlery? The Maritime Museum of British Columbia is hosting the
16th annual Massive Marine Garage Sale on Saturday, April 13, and it’s the perfect place to find new
homes for some of your no-longer needed boat items.

BCA has reserved eight tables at this event, and you have until March 19 to commit to a table ($35.00
each). If you would like to be part of the BCA table block, please contact VI Bosun Chris Stask by March
19 and let him know you’re interested. Tables booked after the deadline must be booked directly with the
Maritime Museum and will cost $40.

More interested in adding to your collection of nuts and bolts? Visit the Garage Sale on Saturday, April
13 at Ogden Point Pier A in Victoria from 9am–1pm. Admission is $5 (12 and under free).  There are
always innumerable treasures just waiting to find new boats!

Best of all, this event is for a good cause: all proceeds will support the Museum’s education programs.
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About The Author

Dani Tate-Stratton

Easy Rider - Ranger 29

Dani and her husband Toryn live in Victoria and when they aren't redoing the interior of their sailboat,
coastal cruise the Gulf Islands. Future cruising dreams include spending time in Europe, perhaps on the
rivers and canals. In the meantime, they're learning as much as they can and very much enjoying listening
to the Doers and Doners who generously share their fabulous stories. 
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Wilderness and Remote First Aid (Marine Emphasis)

http://currents.bluewatercruising.org/events/wilderness-and-remote-first-aid-marine-emphasis/

Most First Aid courses teach what to do until the ambulance arrives. This fun and interactive two-day
course is specifically designed for boaters whose voyaging takes them where ambulances and other such
medical assistance are not readily available.

Marine First Aid with CPR “C” trains people how to react and improvise during time-priority, life
threatening marine emergencies. Participants spend the majority of the course doing hands-on first aid.

The course fee includes an Alert manual and certificate, valid for 3 years.

_______________________________________________
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VI South Club Night - Bears, Bergy Bits & Bubble Netting

http://currents.bluewatercruising.org/events/vi-south-club-night-bears-bergy-bits-bubble-netting/

Join BCA members Norm and Beth Cooper in their toques and down vests as they explore the frosty
wilds of SE Alaska in their recent cruising adventure aboard Sarah Jean II! Heart stopping stories and
breathtaking scenes, captured in hundreds of dazzling photos, will keep you entertained!

See bears scoop salmon from raging rivers, thread your way through menacing bergy bits en route to the
towering glaciers of Tracy Arm and see pods of humpback whales bubble net feeding, a behaviour unique
to SE Alaska. And for those who like to fish, join the hunt for giant halibut and the always elusive
Alaskan king salmon!

For those planning to cruise SE Alaska, there will be some useful information presented on routes,
marinas, anchorages and even a few fishing tips, including top secret halibut holes! Be sure to bring your
iPad or pen and paper to note the coordinates! Beth and Norm will also share their favourite halibut
recipes, just so you are prepared when you catch the big one!

Beth and Norm departed Victoria in September 2010 aboard Sarah Jean II, their Saga 43 sloop. They
sailed to Mexico and then across the South Pacific to New Zealand. The following year was spent
exploring Fiji, Vanuatu and New Caledonia before returning to New Zealand to avoid cyclone season. In
April 2013 Beth and Norm set sail for Mayne Island from New Zealand, a distance of 8,000 nautical
miles. They arrived back on Mayne four months later. Beth and Norm were away a total of three years
and sailed approximately 25,000 nautical miles.

Upon return, they became active volunteers with the Bluewater Cruising Association in Vancouver,
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mentoring aspiring offshore sailors. Then for a couple of years Beth and Norm operated Ocean Forest
Voyaging, a boutique sailing school offering coastal and offshore sailing instruction. They are now both
retired and live nearly full time on beautiful Mayne Island!

—

Doors at 7, meeting at 7:30, presentation immediately to follow.

_______________________________________________
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VI Mid-Island Club Night - Eleven Years in the Old Man's Old
Boat

http://currents.bluewatercruising.org/events/vi-mid-island-club-night-eleven-years-in-the-old-mans-old-
boat/
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In 1982, after eight years of boat building, Les and Audrey Shortreed launched their 36? sloop Island
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Prism. When Les passed away, the boat went to their oldest son Jim. Dreaming of bluewater sailing over
post-hockey beers, Jim turned fantasy into solid plans, and in 2007 he and Island Prism left the shores of
Canada to search for adventure and romance. He found both.

 On the tropical island of Vava’u, Tonga, Jim met Andrea. Paradise island-hopping was wonderful fun –
but how did the love triangle of man, woman and boat fare when international passages became part of
the equation? After all, seasickness and marine heads are not the stuff of romance, but the freedom gained
from a life at sea can help make dreams come true.

Find out about Jim’s non-stop 68 night solo sail from Thailand to New Zealand. Discover how to sail
across the Pacific the wrong way, see how Andrea found her passion for art reignited by cruising life and
learn how to survive on a small boat with no means to chill your wine. There’s also a love story.

Tech Talk – Ron Roe will present a brief tech talk regarding the GPS roll-over which occurred on April
6, 2019 and the possible issues which could arise from the same for people with older GPS units.

Doors open at 7:00 pm and presentation will begin at 7:30 pm.  Bar will be open – come early to enjoy
conversation and camaraderie.

_______________________________________________

                                   87 / 92



Currents
The Official Magazine of the Bluewater Cruising Association

Vancouver Club Night - Sailing the Dream and More

http://currents.bluewatercruising.org/events/vancouver-club-night-sailing-the-dream-and-more/

If you are contemplating a circumnavigation, or any big sailing adventure, you’ll want to attend the April
BCA Club Night!  Michael and Anne Hartshorn will present an illustrated talk about their sailing career:

“We purchased our yacht for a ten year circumnavigation in 2004 and set off in 2008. Moving on another
10 years and more than 30,000 nautical miles cruising, we have visited some amazing destinations and
our yacht is now in Vancouver Island, B.C. We are still not even half way and planning our eleventh year
cruise to Alaska. With the Pacific still to cross and a potential trip up the Red Sea in years to come, who
knows how long our circumnavigation will take!”

Since leaving on their trip, Michael and Anne have been on a continual learning curve and gained many
new experiences.  Some of the questions they hope to answer for BCA members and guests include:

Did they ‘over ready’ their yacht with equipment before leaving?
Were their expectations different from reality?
Why is it taking them so much longer than intended?

Come listen to them as they share their adventure!
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Advanced Diesel

http://currents.bluewatercruising.org/events/advanced-diesel/

A one day, “hands-on-you’re-going-to-get-dirty” course for boat owners who already have a good basic
knowledge of the operation and maintenance of diesel engines. In this small class, students will work on
an operational diesel engine on a stand, in a private garage, changing key components such as the
alternator, starter and injectors.  Please bring a bag lunch to the course and dress in appropriate work
clothing.

Prerequisites

Students must have completed the BCA Intermediate Diesel course or have a very good knowledge of the
operation and maintenance of diesel engines.

About the Instructor
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David West, is a highly experienced and knowledgeable diesel mechanic and sailing instructor, whose
courses get rave reviews from participants

_______________________________________________
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