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May Currents: Looking Forward to the Summer!

http://currents.bluewatercruising.org/articles/may-currents-looking-forward-summer/

The month of May was definitely all about the V.I. Rendezvous… and what fun that was! From the great
activities for all to do, to the great singing and the wonderful food, the weekend was a memorable one. Of
course, getting together with friends and fellow cruisers is always the highlight of the BCA events! There
are some good photos of all of us in this photo album. Have a look.
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The food was fantastic as usual at the VI Rendezvous.

It was also great to see so many “Currently Cruising” members join in the fun. The “Mexico contingent”
was well represented! A big heart-felt “thank you” to all who put in countless hours to plan this
successful event, and especially, a big thank you to Rita and Vaughan Balaam who not only coordinated
the organization of the event, but also did a stellar job hosting it. Well done!

Currents Cover Photo Contest

The Currents committee did their voting and I will be announcing the winners after I return home from
vacation at the end of June. Preparing to leave on vacation is always a big rush and I never got around to
collating all the votes. I am doing that while in Barcelona this week, so stay tuned!

I hope you enjoy the compilation of articles that were published in the month of May. If you prefer to
read the articles all in one sitting, you can download the May Currents pdf.

Before I sign-off, may I remind you again to keep sending in your stories. Your contributions make 
Currents the quality publication that it is! Thank you.
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Cheers from Barcelona!

Rosario

About The Author

Rosario Passos

Counting Stars - Whitby 42 Ketch

Rosario is a dreamer who wants to sail the South Pacific.... so far she sails the local waters of the Salish
Sea to get as much experience as possible.

_______________________________________________
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The Commodore Visits the Calgary Chapter

http://currents.bluewatercruising.org/articles/commodore-visits-calgary-chapter/

I was delighted to recently have had the opportunity to visit the Calgary Chapter for the very first time in
my role as Commodore.  The timing of my trip was perfect to attend the last Club Night of the season – I
was amazed at how many people were in attendance, given the Provincial election that day, with its
historical outcome, and a critical game for the Calgary Flames! But the speaker, Fiona Garforth-Bless,
was fabulous, which is no doubt why there was such an appreciative turn-out.

My visit also provided a welcome opportunity to meet with Chapter Vice Commodore, Magnus Murphy,
and his Watchkeepers who are energized, committed to BCA in general and especially keen to provide
BCA members in the Calgary Chapter with entertaining and informative speakers, a Fleet group, and
education programs of interest to cruisers.  There are already plans in the works for the final rendezvous
of the year, which is traditionally hosted by Calgary on Thanksgiving weekend, Oct 10 to12th at Thetis
Island Marina.

Established in 2000, the Chapter is the smallest of the three, with 99 members (25% of whom are
recognized Bluewater members for their offshore experience), so it was exciting to hear that the Watch is
also exploring some innovative ways to increase membership and member engagement next season.  
Hats off to Magnus, Rick Reynolds (Treasurer), Tami Adams-Catherwood (incoming Speakers Watch),
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Ted and Pam Simper (Fleet Coordinators), Allen Dick (Rendezvous), and Terry Allen (outgoing Speakers
Watch, Calgary Boat Show coordinator) and Heather Marshall (Special Projects) for all your good work! 
And all the other members of the Chapter who have stepped up to assist with Education this past year –
thanks for your contributions too!  If any other members of the Chapter are interested in learning more
about or wish to get involved on the Watch, please contact Magnus.

Needless to say, I look forward to my next visit;  thanks for that wonderful Calgary welcome!

 

About The Author

Jennifer Handley

Camdeboo - Lavranos 50 Cutter-Rigged Sloop

Jennifer Handley and Campbell Good sailed Camdeboo to the South Pacific in 2006 with their two
daughters, a niece, nephew and Jennifer’s brother. By the time Camdeboo returned to Victoria in 2011,
she had 25,000 nm under her keel, visited 14 countries and 27 people had come aboard as crew. Jennifer
is Commodore of BCA.

_______________________________________________
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The Commodore Attends Opening Day

http://currents.bluewatercruising.org/news/commodore-attends-opening-day/

The Vancouver Island Chapter has been meeting at Royal Victoria Yacht Club for many years: the VI
Fleet group meets at RVYC; RVYC is part of the Cooperative Education Program organized by the VI
Chapter; and BCA has even held its annual AGM at Royal Vic. But this was the first year that the BCA
Commodore was invited to attend Opening Day on Saturday, April 25, 2015, thanks to some gentle
nudging behind the scenes by VI Fleet Watchkeepers Peter McMartin and Connie Morahan.
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BCA Burgees

And so it was that I attended this very formal occasion on behalf of BCA, and was introduced, along with
all the other visiting Commodores from various yacht clubs. At the conclusion of the ceremonies, we
boarded Cookie Cutter, raised the Commodore and VI Fleet Watchkeeper burgees, and joined the on-the-
water procession to pay respects to the RVYC Commodore, Andrew McBride. The Chaplain to the Fleet
said a blessing for each boat and sprayed us with holy water – one beer-bottle-full per boat.
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Blessing of Cookie Cutter and her crew

After a brief sail, we returned to the docks for socializing and a BBQ dinner. It was a great occasion – the
123rd Opening Day in RVYC history – and another opportunity for us to promote BCA.

About The Author

Jennifer Handley

Camdeboo - Lavranos 50 Cutter-Rigged Sloop

Jennifer Handley and Campbell Good sailed Camdeboo to the South Pacific in 2006 with their two
daughters, a niece, nephew and Jennifer’s brother. By the time Camdeboo returned to Victoria in 2011,
she had 25,000 nm under her keel, visited 14 countries and 27 people had come aboard as crew. Jennifer
is Commodore of BCA.

_______________________________________________
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VI Rendezvous - Sailing the Salish Sea

http://currents.bluewatercruising.org/articles/vi-rendezvous-sailing-salish-sea/

They arrived from across the Salish Sea.  Forty vessels and a hundred people.  Once they were landed,
they shared food, stories, and songs.  They learned the names of local places and they replicated the
handicrafts of the people.  Just like the First Nations people long ago…

BCA members from all three chapters, including those whose boats are still far away, all descended on
Poet’s Cove at the floating dock to visit – renewing old friendships and making new ones.  There was no
reason for anyone to be hungry all weekend – from the breakfast treats to the happy hour snacks and the
full blown potluck Sunday evening – there was no doubt about the cooking skills of sailors.
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‘Doers’ who came up from warmer climes
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The food was plentiful.

Kudos to Vaughan and Rita Balaam for all the work that they did in organizing this event, on behalf of
the Vancouver Island Chapter, and foraging for $4,700 worth of prizes, including 4 haulouts, that were
given away after dinner Sunday evening.
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Mixing and mingling for Happy Hour with appies on Saturday afternoon
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Serenading the tenacious power-boaters Saturday night
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There was time for an informal meeting of the Fleet 2015
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Dreamers meet the Doers: lots of information shared
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Interesting First Nations facts about the Salish Sea
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First Nations handicrafts – bull kelp baskets
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Potluck dinner Sunday night had a creative and plentiful menu
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Gathered around the campfire for songs and social time after dinner

Here’s where you can see all the photos from the rendezvous.

About The Author

June Lazenby

 - 

June is an avid Dreamer, novice sailor, and keen to learn all things offshore. She has sailed the local
waters around Southern Vancouver Island and volunteers as a companion sailor with the Disabled Sailing
Association. Although a relatively new member to BCA, she is currently the Communications
Watchkeeper for VI Chapter.

_______________________________________________
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Mid Island Sail Training 2015 - Newcastle Island

http://currents.bluewatercruising.org/articles/mid-island-sail-training-2015-newcastle-island/

I’m a Dreamer. And a sailor that only knows enough to be dangerous. Lately, I have begun to dream the
offshore dream in IMAX High Definition 3-D – I used to say I dreamed in Technicolor, but no one knows
what that is these days.

And although I’m a Dreamer, I’m also grounded in reality, so my offshore dreams always include a
storm in the middle of an ocean passage. In my sailing career to date, I have always taken the sails down
and motored home when the winds were too much. That likely won’t work in the middle of the ocean…

Enter M.I.S.T. – Mid Island Sail Training. A full day of discussion about how to handle unmanageable
weather and then a full day of practicing reefing sails, heaving to and man overboard – thank you Mother
Nature for the perfect day with 18-knot winds and glorious sunshine.  BCA vessels from Nanaimo,
Victoria, and Vancouver all made the trip to attend.
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The sunshine provided a warm learning environment

Saturday morning found us picking a sunny spot to gather around amiably, campfire style, where Tony
Gooch shared his extensive expertise with us through a document that he wrote for the Ocean Cruising
Club, along with many stories and practical advice. As we moved about Newcastle Island following the
sun, Rob Dodge, Anders Lonnqvist and Elizabeth Angst also shared their stories and practical
applications of foul weather tools.

Discussions complete, we went to the dock to see reefing systems, a series drogue and other heavy
weather tools.

For the evening we dinghied over to Rob and Grace Dodge’s charming home on Protection Island for a
potluck dinner.

On Sunday many folks took advantage of the challenge invitation to sail off their anchor/dock, try some
pieces of equipment that came with the boat but had never been wet, and practice sailing maneuvers that
they don’t use very often in their local waters.
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…it came with the boat – I’ve never used it…

Here’s what I learned this weekend:

It’s good to have weather information – take advantage of it if you have it, but technology can
fail. Be better prepared with the knowledge of how to deal with foul weather and have good
equipment – reefing system, smaller sails, and drogue of some sort – apparently even an old tire is
a useful resource. Have this equipment ready to go if your weather sense starts twitching.
Based on the experiences of those who have traveled extensively offshore, they rarely encountered
winds in excess of 25 knots. And apparently you can travel beneath a typhoon and live to tell the
tale, although it is not recommended to test this!
Heaving to and riding out rough weather is perfectly acceptable. Don’t put yourself in the position
of having to keep to a tight schedule.
Reefing works! In practice on Sunday with full sails in 18 knot winds, we were heeled but still
only making about 6 knots. With both sails made smaller, we were perfectly upright and still
making 6 knots in much more comfort.
Heaving to is awesome!
Women worry about what they would do if their partner was swept overboard. We talked about
ways to retrieve someone from over the side. It comes down to what you have available on YOUR
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boat – and practice what to do till you feel confident that you can make it happen. I found it very
interesting that men do not seem to have the same concern.
The most entertaining sailing stories have high wind, broken gear, and someone gets wet – no one
tells stories about a 35 day passage where nothing broke and the worst thing that happened was
sleep deprivation and a lack of reading materials. If you are going offshore, be as prepared as
possible. Many people sailed around the world long before weather maps, GPS, furling sails, and
watermakers. Have a secure backup plan for technology/equipment failures.
Everything on a boat should have four different uses.
Any time two or more boats are in close proximity, it is a race.

Many thanks to Tony Gooch and everyone in the Nanaimo group who worked on putting this event
together – the warm camaraderie of the boating community that is fueled by the sharing of dreams and
expertise was definitely taken up a notch this weekend.

About The Author

June Lazenby

 - 

June is an avid Dreamer, novice sailor, and keen to learn all things offshore. She has sailed the local
waters around Southern Vancouver Island and volunteers as a companion sailor with the Disabled Sailing
Association. Although a relatively new member to BCA, she is currently the Communications
Watchkeeper for VI Chapter.

_______________________________________________
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Peru / Bolivia - Land of 6,000 Years History

http://currents.bluewatercruising.org/articles/peru-bolivia-land-6000-years-history/

Cruising is wonderful but some countries are inaccessible by sea, or better traveled by land. So after two
years’ onboard Letitgo and some fantastic adventures, we decided to get on the road and explore Peru and
Bolivia.

The bags are packed, the first two bus tickets are purchased, and instructions to our boat sitter have been
passed on. Letitgo will wait patiently, anchored in Bahia de Caraquez’s estuary in Ecuador. We have had
our nervous blow out, in other words we are ready for a vacation, after all the stress we encountered in the
last few months.

The last two days have been a rush of last minute errands, orders for spare parts to be dropped off at a
friend’s house back in the States, who will return here in October, a visit to the wood maestro to order the
last three grates. Phew… Telling you, we have been overworked, and need to regain that equilibrium we
had achieved in the Sea of Cortez last summer.

With all that said, departure time is tomorrow morning at 8:30 am. We will be on the bus toward
Guayaquil, which represents a 5 to 6 hour drive – enough time to rest, listen to music, and simply enjoy
the scenery.

Our “To Do” list is securely left onboard Letitgo and will be tackled upon our return. For now, let’s enjoy
land travels and a different way to visit. Peru and Bolivia here we come!
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Ladies selling their wares on the street in Peru.

Today we want to share a recap of our tour, with the costs and link to our blog, and our thoughts on it all
as it is still fresh in our memory. The itinerary we had put on paper, with the help of our friends in the
cruising community, was close to perfection, and the route made it easy with the buses and avoiding
going to the same place twice.

For our hostel reservations, we used the Hostelbookers website 90% of the time with great success – the
travelers’ reviews were spot on. If you want a more detailed, day to day kind of itinerary, the first post is
here.

Budget

Food Lodging Transport Museum Personal Total

Per Day Per
Person

$ 6.78 $10.09 $13.82 $10.13 $ 1.38 $42.20

We spent on average around $40 a day per person over the period of 43 days. Most of our meals came
from street food or markets, and whenever we were able to cook our own meal at the hostel, we would
shop from local markets. Not to worry – we didn’t come back skinny! For our lodging, we always had a
private room with en-suite, and although a dormitory would have saved us a few $$, that was not part of
our compromise. We know that we could have saved a few more $$ in our transport, but keep in mind
that if you do, the transport can also be more “rustic”, especially in Bolivia… and for that we wish you
good luck. Museums: the main cost is pretty much our Machu Picchu day trip, and the boleto we
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purchased in Cusco to visit all the main sites and exhibits.

In other words you can still visit South America economically without trying too hard.

If you are traveling in this part of the world or intend to travel there in the near future, you may be
interested in looking at our detailed itinerary. This itinerary shows you where we traveled on a daily
basis, where we stayed, and things to see and do.

Things We Would Do Differently

As mentioned before it was pretty close to perfection, but what would we do differently?

Stay one or two more days in Arequipa to get used to the altitude – the Colca Canyon tour gets
you really high, quickly.
Bolivia: do not plan to do a 3-4 days’ tour in the Salt Flat. Skip it all together – colonial cities are
plenty in Peru, and truly La Paz is not the most pleasant after a few hours.
We would only spend 2 days in La Paz and spend more time in Sucre (Bolivia). La Paz is not the
most attractive place and it is very busy, whereas Sucre is absolutely charming, with a lot of
history.
We think that visiting Machu Picchu in the end was the best, working our way up the site’s
crescendo. And keeping the “wow” effect till the end, totally worth it!
Remember – if you are interested in visiting the Salars in Bolivia – start the visit from Tupiza not
Uyuni.
And finally taking your time while visiting the sites/ruins is definitely a bonus – it takes time to
get oneself fully immersed in the new environment.
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Valerie and
Laurent Devin (Letitgo) in Bolivia on a land cruise.

If you wish to have more details or information, just contact us directly and we will answer you
personally.

 

About The Author

Valerie and Laurent Devin

LetItGo - Lagoon 380, Catamaran

Valerie and Laurent broke the habit of living on land and became pelagic nomad. Their travels have taken
them first down the coast of North America, Central and South America where they stopped in Baja de
Caraquez in Ecuador. For three months, they traveled on land mostly by bus to visit Bolivia, Peru and
finally Ecuador. In December 2014 they left the Americas and followed the trades to French Polynesia.
They are currently in the Marquesas. Their passions are discovering new ways of life by meeting people,
experiencing food, various culture and learning new languages. They started this adventure with their two
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teenagers one of them is now living independently in Canada. Follow their trip at svletitgo.com.

_______________________________________________
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Mexico's Cruiser Paradise: Zihuatanejo

http://currents.bluewatercruising.org/articles/mexicos-cruiser-paradise-zihuatanejo/

It takes a little extra effort to venture down the Mexican coastline to Zihuatanejo, but you’ll be well
rewarded when you arrive. There’s something for everyone in Zihuatanejo: a charming beach side
Mexican community, fabulous beaches, several great anchorages as well as Isla Grande, ample snorkeling
and swimming in surrounding areas, fascinating inland excursions nearby, thrilling beach bocci ball
tournaments, adorable Mexican population, superb restaurants and nightlife, shopping, and the warm
vibrant camaraderie of 35-50 cruising boats. If you decide to stay from late January to mid-March in this
tiny corner of paradise you’ll be able to participate in TWO exceptional events: Sail Fest and Guitar Fest
– which have been highlights of my cruising experiences since I departed Canada in 2008.

With the exception of one year when I was hit by lightning and was doing repairs in Panama, I have been
Chairperson of the cruising activities at Sail Fest since 2008. I’m passionate about Sail Fest for two
compelling reasons: it’s really fun, and offers a tremendous opportunity to give back to one of Mexico’s
most impoverished regions. Sail Fest is an educational fund raiser whereby meaningful activities take
place throughout the week – traditionally the first week in February – that all help to raise money, and
this year we raised over $100,000 US. Yes, I repeat $100,000 US!
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This amount of funding goes a long way in these regions. A dedicated group of land-based volunteers
manage the money throughout the year (entitled Por Los Ninos) in support of building new schools as
well as improving existing facilities. Sail Fest is 100 percent volunteer, and all proceeds are dedicated to
the construction and operation of the schools. The local indigenous parents actually build the schools, the
women operate the kitchens to ensure one good meal a day for each student, and the Mexican government
provides the educational programs and teachers.

Now in its 15th year, Sail Fest is an amazing success story. Over 6000 young indigenous children have
been educated by Sail Fest – who would not otherwise have seen the inside of a school. A number of our
early students now attend university, and several are on full scholarships. I personally get the goose
bumps knowing that our cruising community has changed the lives of these adorable children and their
families forever.

An indigenous student at
one of the schools.

Not a dry eye could be found in the audience of this year’s closing ceremonies when a young 16 year old
student named Carmen related her powerful story in almost perfect English. Carmen’s family is located
deep into the mountains surrounding Zihuatanejo. Her siblings are traditionally married and have children
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between the ages of 13-15. Carmen’s father was worried about her when she refused to consider marriage
and begged for an education. Eventually she left home at 12 and was found sleeping on a park bench in
Zihuatanejo. “I will do anything to have an education,” she said to the person who discovered her, and
Carmen was promptly enrolled into one of our schools as well as boarding with a local family. Her
struggles were enormous: feeding and supporting herself as well as learning and studying in both Spanish
and now English. Remarkably, she was nominated Valedictorian for her graduating class this year and
obtained the best marks ever at her school…not just this year but in the life of the school. Carmen’s story
is one of many amazing testimonies validating Sail Fest.

While Sail Fest is a tremendous opportunity to “give back” it’s also a terrific social extravaganza. The
week begins with a volunteer’s welcome party on the beach with an awesome local live band as we all
dance barefoot in the sand under the stars. The cruising community is responsible for 3 events that raise
funds: our Pursuit Race, Calcutta (betting on the race boats), and Parade. Guests – tourists and locals –
pay a specific donation of 300 pesos to ride aboard our boats for both the Race and the Parade, and many
return year after year for the worthwhile experience. We loaded over 250 guests aboard our 28 boats in
the Parade this year and 65 for the 14 Pursuit Race boats. The betting in the Calcutta generally amounts to
between $3000-$5000 US in rivalry amongst boats. Note that this is a fun race insofar as our vessels are
cruising boats and laden with heavy non-racing gear. We have lots of fun prizes for both the parade and
race.

Other Sail Fest activities include: chili cook off, concerts, live and silent auctions, school tours, children’s
beach day, and a number of meaningful ceremonies.

Guitar Fest – which is staged in early March – is a “must” for anyone who is musically inclined. If
you’re not musically inclined then Guitar Fest will likely impress you even more! Many of the best
guitarists from around the world perform at Guitar Fest at open beach locations as well as fancy
restaurants. I personally become a guitar “groupie” for the week which also requires becoming nocturnal
since these amazing musicians jam and frequent local bars well into the early morning hours. The
camaraderie among these artists develops throughout the week and by the end of the event they all play
on stage together which is a monumental experience. Where else in the world can you listen to some of
the greatest musicians and drink your favorite beverage under the stars with your friends while digging
your toes into the sand – for less than $10.00?

Sail Fest is now a wrap for me after 7 memorable years. It’s time for someone else to add their creativity
and talents. Naturally, it’s a bitter-sweet feeling. I am writing this piece from Bahia del Sol, El Salvador
as I attend another terrific event: the Annual El Salvador Cruiser’s Rally. My immediate plan is to return
to BC aboard Precious Metal in Canoe Cove and cruise throughout BC in the summers and sail aboard 
Rapscullion in the tropics (San Blas, Roatan, Columbia) in the winters. I consider this strategy the best of
all worlds but I will sadly miss the magic of Zihuatanejo.

About The Author

Pamela Bendall

Precious Metal - 46 Kristen, steel hull, cutter rigged sloop
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Pamela Bendall has been a BCA member since 1985, and has sailed over 100,000 ocean miles - many
solo. She has published two books about her voyages entitled, Kids for Sail and What Was I Thinking?
Adventures of a Woman Sailing Solo. Pamela enjoys speaking and raising awareness of the crisis that has
taken place in our oceans since she began cruising in 1986. She now spends her summers in beautiful
British Columbia cruising the BC coastline and winters aboard her partner's boat in the tropics. Pamela is
the Nautical Specialist for SkyMed and works with cruisers to design an emergency evacuation package
specific to their needs. You can visit her website: http://www.pamelabendall.com/
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Hurricane Odile

http://currents.bluewatercruising.org/articles/hurricane-odile/

From time to time, BCA members cruise down to Mexico by boat to enjoy warmer weather all year long.
La Paz is the congregation point for most boats coming south – a great place to re-provision and access
materials, and trades people to make repairs. Some then leave for places south or west, while others stay
in the Sea of Cortez.

It is truly amazing how many Canadian boats are here, I would estimate 40% overall, 40% American and
the rest Australian, New Zealand and a few European boats. The issue facing all Mexico-bound sea-going
mariners is the yearly weather cycle on Mexico’s Pacific coast, particularly in hurricane season and
where to keep your boat safe.

November to April weather is much like Vancouver in summer temperatures, with no rain. May to
August is like a very hot Osoyoos in mid-summer, and September to October is very, very hot, humid and
the stormy season.

Some boaters leave before summer season and either go south beyond the Mexican/Guatemalan border,
or South Pacific, and others sail back north to the US. For the ones staying, the decision is: do you trust
the marina of choice – their docks, their dry storage; or anchor in an estuary, or alternatively escape to
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known hurricane holes like Puerto Escondido.

From January 2014 throughout the first 6 months of the year, the locals were saying that the water in the
sea was several degrees higher than normal – a clear sign that hurricanes would develop more easily, with
a higher likelihood of being drawn up into the Sea of Cortez.

Zwerver II had anchored in Puerto Escondido the year before – the well-known hurricane hole. But in
2014, we decided to sail 150 miles north east to the mainland, to be placed ‘on the hard’ in Guaymas,
from June to November.

Sea Witch decided to rely on Marina de la Paz, at their docks for safety.   You may remember that this
marina was virtually destroyed, with boats piled up in Hurricane Marty in 2003, but has been rebuilt since
then and believed to be well fortified.

Thea Avis, Jordan, Jon on Sea Witch‘s top deck

Hurricane Odile hit Cabo in the evening of September 14, 2014, with winds reaching upwards of 200 km
per hour.
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The track of the storm took it right over La Paz. Over 20 boats left their mooring/anchors and ended up
either on the beach or sunk. This site offers a complete account. There are two videos showing the
satellite pictures of the storm and of boats being pulled off the sand bars. Unfortunately none of the
footage shows Sea Witch at work.

After the storm had passed, the bay was littered with sunk and grounded vessels. Most of the floating
vessels required large power boats to work in tandem with pangas and dinghies to pull them off. Of all the
power boats resident in La Paz, including the passive Navy/Coastguard, it was Sea Witch and one other
motor vessel (Oso Negro) who came to the assistance in pulling these vessels off the sand bars and
beaches. Speaking with several locals, it was Sea Witch that handled the more complicated rescues and
the greater number of vessels in distress, easily a dozen 30’ – 50’ boats.

Speed of rescue was important for the unattended absentee owners’ boats, as they were subject to being
plundered, as some were.

Interestingly, Marina De La Paz had spare dockage for additional boats before the storm, and offered free
space (which was refused) in particular to the two boats whose skippers perished in the storm at anchor.
The boats tied to docks in the various La Paz marinas saw very little damage, mainly chafing of lines.

A lot of boats on the hard in Adalanta storage facility toppled over due to poor blocking of a few boats,
creating the domino effect.

The storm progressed up the Baja Peninsula, passing right over Puerto Escondido and up to Santa
Rosalia.

Another 16 boats either sank or beached in the two anchorages. Friends of ours successfully rode out the
storm on their boats, on their ground tackle in Puerto Escondido.

Post Odile, I researched the reasons for most of the distressed boats running afoul. I can report that most
ran into trouble when the vessel was tethered to a mooring buoy. The skipper typically ties only the
snubber to the mooring, which is usually made of rope. These can chafe through in a wild storm. Vessels
on their own chain ground tackle, with good scope and good holding ground, don’t subject themselves
solely to rope ties and they know the condition of their equipment.

There is, however, one overriding problem with anchored vessels, and that is if your neighbour pulls
anchor and becomes a floating battering ram with a grappling hook (anchor) ready to compromise your
secure holding. This happened on several occasions with this storm. The result in several instances in
Hurricane Odile was for a boat to pull the anchor of the secure boat, with both foundering.
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Jordan on the bridge of Sea Witch

I would like to end with this recognition:

I have spoken to numerous people about the cruisers involved in the volunteer rescue, after Odile passed
La Paz, and am very proud to say that Jordan Shishmanov, Sea Witch, did our country proud and is
considered by many in-the-know as an exemplary Canadian skipper.

 

About The Author

Thea and Jonathan Avis

Zwerver II - Van de Meer Ketch

Jon and Thea are from Edmonton, AB. With some help from Thea, Jon completely refurbished their 48'
steel Dutch ketch in 6 1/2 yrs, which was then trailered to Burrard Yacht Club where they has been
members ever since. Zwerver II sailed down the coast to Mexico in 2012 and has spent the three winters
in Sea of Cortez. One day, Thea and Jon may yet take off into the Pacific.
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Emergency on Board and Rescue by Mexican Navy (Part I)

http://currents.bluewatercruising.org/articles/emergency-board-rescue-mexican-navy-part/

When we left Vancouver in 2012, the skipper’s agenda was to go into blue water with Zwerver II, our
48’ steel ketch, that he (with some help from me) had completely refurbished over a 6 1/2 year period.
This boat is ready to take blue water. However, her crew hasn’t yet reached that state of readiness.

We sailed to San Francisco with two others on board. We had some technical difficulties with our
Raymarine auto pilot, but having our electronically savvy son with us, he was able to figure out the
problem while we anchored in Neah Bay. Off shore 100 miles was quite comfortable – especially with
four on board. We left at the end of August and our crew left us shortly after arriving in San Fran.
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After 10 weeks enjoying Sausalito, we vacillated between harbour hopping to San Diego, but finally
decided to go out 50-60 miles, leaving at the end of November. We went through the Santa Barbara
channel, when our topping lift off the main let go, wrapping itself around the rigging. Jonathan used the
halyard off the mizzen to secure the main boom.  It was night and we weren’t going to anchor in the pitch
black, so we crawled along until morning when we were able to anchor in one of the Santa Cruz islands. I
climbed the mast to get hold of that sheet. That wasn’t nearly as scary as I’d envisioned.

We left the next day, escorted by literally hundreds of dolphins. We wanted to go into Newport Beach as
we’d heard so much about the famous secondhand marine store, “Minnies. “Minnies” wasn’t worth the
stop, but Newport was a fun place to see.  Then on to San Diego – leaving early one morning and arriving
after dark the same day. Jonathan had been to San Diego with another boat some years earlier, so was
familiar with the harbour; otherwise we don’t arrive in the dark at any anchorage.  We stayed in the free
anchorage in San Diego for the 3 months they allow cruisers to anchor in a one-year period. This was not
our intention, but we already started to learn that “sailors’ plans are written in sand at low tide”.  While
there, it was suggested that going off to the Marquesas in the upcoming Spring might be ‘pushing it’, so
why not stay in the Sea of Cortez for a year.

From San Diego we cruised into Ensenada, a one day trip to check in to Mexico, which was SO EASY.
We docked at Baja Naval; they were so accommodating, guiding us through the check-in-to-Mexico
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process. We ended up hauling out as we needed a cutlass bearing. Any work on the outside of the boat
was to be done by the yard; any inside work we were allowed to do, but they allowed Jonathan to work on
our two part dinghy, which he wanted to beef up while we were on the hard waiting for the bearing to
arrive. We highly recommend Baja Naval; it is over-the-top-sensational.

We left Ensenada on March 21st, a month to the day of our arrival. We left with the intention that we
would test our ability to do a longer passage, getting into a sleep pattern that encompassed the night
watches.  Light-ish winds meant motor sailing and it was going quite smoothly (having to wake Jon only
a few times to readjust the damned autopilot).  Day 5…perfect day…planning to go ‘wing on wing’ with
the genoa and the main sail, when our preventer snapped. No real problem until Jon asked me a tad later
to take a line forward and tie it off.  My fingers got caught between the line and the fairlead through
which I was trying to get the line.

I screamed to Jon that I’d lost my fingers…well the tops of my index and middle finger.

We decided that going back to Bahia Magdelena, which was closer, was better than going forward to
Cabo San Lucas, which was 100 miles further. We radioed securité, securité, securité for help, but no
response.  We had earlier heard a conversation between a boat called Legacy and another and contacted
them to ask for advice.  What luck! This large-ish sport fishing boat had a Spanish captain on board and
through his help and/or connections, he was able to get the Mexican Navy to come to the rescue.  We
were easily 40 miles away from the Bay and even ‘flying’ at 9 knots for us would have taken until early
in the morning to get there, and then still not within reach of a hospital.

The accident occurred about 2pm and the Navy arrived about 6pm.  I had my wounds on an ice pack,
which I’d tucked away for emergencies, bound up as best as possible and lying on the floor of the salon
with my feet up while Jon was moving our boat towards shore.  There was no pain.  I found the aspirin
and settled in as best as possible.  There was nothing else to do.  I was so grateful, truly, that it was my
left hand, and especially grateful that it wasn’t either of Jon’s hands.  There was never, and has not been
any pity party.  It was awful, and how I manifested this is a puzzle!  It is what it is.
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The navy boat had a doctor and a nurse on board and after freezing the hand, putting me on intravenous,
and dressing the wound, we came alongside Zwerver again to unload two fellows to help Jon.  No help
really at all, they could speak little English and so far Jon can only say “como te llamas?”

When the doctor had finished her dressing of the wounds, we sped up to 40 knots and raced for the port of
San Carlos.  We arrived to a waiting ambulance, which had driven one hour from the Hospital.  We
proceeded to la Ciudad de Constitution, about 1 hour inland by car.  I was taken into Emergency,
accompanied by the doctor from the boat and the Captain of the Navy – Alejandro Bellasquez Bollina. 
My details were related, and after x-rays, new intravenous, and pain killers I was taken to a two-bed
room, of which I was to be the only occupant for the week.

Tuesday morning, Dr Jimenz, the trauma specialist, came to inspect and explained in his very, very
limited English that a skin graft would be required for my index finger; skin taken off of the palm of the
same hand, and he didn’t think that the knuckle hanging on by a thread of my middle finger would work,
as it had now been almost 24 hours since the accident, but he would try as necrosis was setting in. 
Surgery was scheduled for 12 Noon, no water and no food up until then.  I was so dry in the mouth, but
not a chance for a drop of water.

A general anesthetic sent me to oblivion and the surgery was done.  All bandaged up, and nowhere to go. 
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Dr. J.  had used his iPhone to ask about any allergies, and showed me the words ‘close monitoring’,
which would happen after the surgery (Jon would tell you I need close monitoring all of the time). 
Wednesday morning, he looked at the wounds and determined that the middle finger was ‘no good’ and
another surgery would have to be performed, with a slight further amputation, as the cut was very ragged. 
No general: I had eaten my Frosted Flakes for breakfast.  I feared for the sound of the amputation, but
there wasn’t a sound and I didn’t want to see, so all was well.  Back to the room.  Lots of sleep.

Jon was able to contact me on Tuesday night via the Port Captain’s office, (we have no telephone) and
came to see me on Wednesday to tell me about the hole in the boat (as I said, he has his side of this
drama).  Bus from San Carlos was 140 pesos return ($11 CAD); Jon had to stay with the boat due to the
anchorage being exposed to rough water, rather than spend time in the hospital.

Hospital staff were very concerned that I was all alone, as it is the custom to be accompanied by family
when in hospital.  They were quite distressed by this situation, as I was to learn.  The staff were
wonderful – all Spanish – no English, so it was a great way to improve my Spanish, which was an
upside.  The food: well, I didn’t have much of an appetite…tacos with every single meal, as well as jello! 
But everyone was so lovely, it was sad to leave. Well almost.

On Monday night in the Emergency, I was concerned about the costs but the Captain assured me that it
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would not be a problem.  “dDn’t worry”, but what does that really mean?  Both Jon and I had been left
with the impression that the Navy was paying for everything, but why would they? In the end, the
hospital bill was negotiated down to 6,000 pesos, ($500) which really was a bargain.  I can’t imagine
what the rescue cost was, for which we don’t expect a bill.

After I was on board the navy boat, Jon continued under power to Magdelena Bay. He didn’t arrive until
about 1am  and was exhausted  But the drama for him was not yet over! That story will be told in Part II.

 

About The Author

Thea and Jonathan Avis

Zwerver II - Van de Meer Ketch

Jon and Thea are from Edmonton, AB. With some help from Thea, Jon completely refurbished their 48'
steel Dutch ketch in 6 1/2 yrs, which was then trailered to Burrard Yacht Club where they has been
members ever since. Zwerver II sailed down the coast to Mexico in 2012 and has spent the three winters
in Sea of Cortez. One day, Thea and Jon may yet take off into the Pacific.
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Galley Watch: Nettle-Potato Soup

http://currents.bluewatercruising.org/articles/galley-watch-nettle-potato-soup/

Recently, I spent time on Pender Island with my friend, Anne, at her cabin. Our husbands remained at
home – Bill in Cowichan Bay, involved with boat projects, and Tony in Vancouver, involved with urban
projects.

It was my return-to-the-land experience, after 32 years away from the Kootenays. Anne and I spent time
walking, talking, cooking, gardening, and foraging.

One morning, after gardening, we set out on a search for nettles in Anne and Tony’s woods, armed with
rubber gloves and scissors. We returned with enough nettle tops to make a batch of Nettle-Potato Soup.
This soup is best made in the spring when the nettles are young and tender. Otherwise, spinach, kale, or
Swiss chard will do quite nicely.
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Ingredients:

2 tbsp. olive oil, or 1 tbsp. oil and 1 tbsp. butter
1 medium onion, diced
2 – 3 large potatoes, peeled and diced
A few handfuls of nettle tops (use gloves!), or other leafy greens, chopped roughly
6 cups vegetable or chicken stock
Salt and black pepper, to taste
Pinch or two of chili pepper flakes, if you like a bit of ‘heat’
Plain Greek yoghurt for garnish

Directions:

1. In a large skillet, sauté the onion and potatoes in the oil.
2. Turn down the heat and cook, covered, for a few minutes until the onion is translucent but not

brown.
3. Heat the broth in a large pot and add the nettles. Cook until wilted and soft.
4. Add the potato-onion mix, salt and pepper, and chili pepper flakes.
5. Cover the pan and simmer on low heat for about 20 minutes or until the potatoes are soft.
6. If you want a smooth soup, blend with an immersion blender, or by batches in a blender.
7. Serve the soup hot in bowls, each with a swirl of yoghurt (opt).

About The Author

Donna Sassaman

Alia - Spencer 44

Long-time BCA members, Donna and her husband, Bill, cruised to Mexico, French Polynesia, and
Hawaii from 1990 to 1993. She has served as Currents editor and Vancouver Island Chapter's
Communications Watchkeeper and Secretary. Donna is currently Secretary on the BCA Board and co-
coordinator of the annual directory.  
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The Right Place at the Right Time

http://currents.bluewatercruising.org/articles/right-place-right-time/

We all seek those euphoric moments while making a passage, where there is a favourable current and the
wind is on our beam, or better yet, the stern quarter with calm seas. Top this off with a blue sky that is
clear as far as our eye can see, and we are in heaven. We have found ourselves in the right place at the
right time! Luck, happenstance or good planning with due diligence? Maybe a little bit of each, who cares
how it happens… Just enjoy it! It probably won’t last, or…maybe it will.

Many of us know somebody that hit the jackpot on the first or second pull at the one arm bandit, or that
lucky friend that dropped off a resume the same day a company decided they needed a new manager of
something or other. Many of our endeavours in life have very much to do with what we call “luck or
happenstance”, for a positive outcome. Quite often we refer to this as, “being in the right place at the
right time.” Is this really luck? Luck is something we don’t normally think of as being controllable, but
more often than not, we can control where we are, and the time we are there. That means we can affect
our “luck” and control the outcome in most situations during a passage.

During a 30 hour Yachtmaster evaluation a couple of years back, I was required to complete a blind
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navigation exercise. The navigator, me, had to remain below deck, with all windows blanketed,
simulating dense fog. We were required to find a buoy that was a couple of miles away. The helmsperson
could only tell me the speed through the water, depth and heading. The only visuals they could indicate
had to be within 1 boat length, a mere 35 feet. Oh yah, this was in the Bristol Channel, Wales, with a tidal
range of 36 feet (second largest in the world) and current running upwards of 4 knots. I took out the paper
chart along with tide and current tables, calculated the exact tidal height and current for that moment in
time and how much it would change over the next 25 minutes. Yikes, the depth is changing a foot every
10 minutes. As I worked out the course to steer, distances, time and depth contours, the sweat was
pouring down my face, even though it was a damp 18 degrees C outside. I relayed this pertinent
information up to the helmsperson, and for the next 20 minutes my heart beat as if it was auditioning as a
drum for the movie, “Whiplash“. Every minute or so, I would wipe my brow and ask the helmsperson the
depth and speed, then diligently check my course line on the chart to confirm location. One last
confirmation on the depth at the 22 minute 34 second mark and I exclaimed “the buoy is directly abeam
on the port side. “Can’t see it” came the reply. “It has to be there,” I urged, “Stop the boat!” The crew
still insisted that they can’t see it in their simulated 35’ visual range. The examiner called me on deck,
and there was the buoy 50 feet away…my idea of perfection. The examiner suggested how lucky I was, to
which I grabbed the chart and my 2 pages of calculations. “Really…luck?” I questioned. He retreated by
saying, “point taken.”

Nobody asks us about how many beautiful days we have experienced at sea. The question always relates
to quantities of violent storms and rogue waves. Our reply is always the same, “a couple of gales in
35,000 miles.” Then comes a large reference to how lucky we are. Well, this so called luck was derived
from months of research and planning, trying to figure out where we should be at any particular time.

On the macro (global, long term) scale, we spend days and weeks thumbing through Jimmy Cornell’s
books on World Cruising Routes and Pilot Charts of Atlantic and Pacific Oceans. These have a hundred
years of historic information compiled in a neat format. They advise the would-be traveler, where to be
and not be at any particular time of the year, and the best route to get there. These documents look at
seasonal shifts in global weather patterns and currents. This is how we determined our overall routing
strategy for our adventures at sea. Our luck here is that someone accurately compiled all this historic
information and made it available to us. Beyond that, it was hard planning that led to our successful
passages.

On the micro (local) scale, we need to do our due diligence on a daily basis. We will have to transit
passes at slack tide, predict depths and wind directions in anchorages, plan arrivals in daylight hours, and
calculate currents that may help or hinder our progress, bridge clearances or openings. While cruising, we
need to make this planning routine a morning ritual.

We drag ourselves out of bed and head to the coffee maker or kettle. As we pass by the VHF radio, it gets
switched to the appropriate Wx channel while we shake our heads, trying to clear some of the cobwebs
that encrusted our brain overnight. No matter what the method of preparation, that first cup of brew is at
least 5 minutes away. Our ears perk up, and our body gets its first self-induced shot of adrenaline when
we hear the VHF blurt out the name of the area we will be travelling in that day…oops, missed it…they are
giving the long range forecast now. Our attention turns back to that first cup of brew, knowing that the
forecast will take some time before they get back to conditions in our area. Still blurry eyed “what else
was I supposed to do before heading out today?” “Crap…did I miss that forecast again?  Well the sun is
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out and it looks like a great day…let’s eat breakfast and get underway”.

Counting on luck and happenstance will eventually lead to disaster, probably sooner than later. We need
to properly plan our day, every day, to ensure that we are in the right place at the right time. This takes
but a few minutes in the morning and helps to get our brains in gear…

Many times it is prudent to do some preliminary calculation the night before. That first cup may have to
be brewed in the pre-dawn hours in order to make a slack or favourable tide later in the morning.

The whole purpose of this pre-planning is to get as many environmental conditions as you can, working
in your favour throughout the day. This is making your own luck.

The Wrong Place at the Right Time

Forgetting to plan, getting it wrong, or having delays along the way, can quite often ruin your day or even
night. However, sometimes a delay can lead to some incredible new adventures. We were 30 hours into a
passage from Milford Haven, Wales to Whitehaven, England, when we calculated that we were a little
behind schedule. The marina in Whitehaven is only accessible during a period 2 hours each side of high
water. The other eight hours of the tidal cycle finds the large iron gates to the marina closed. The marina
becomes landlocked, surrounded by muddy brown silt, littered with red and green navigational buoys
lying flat on their side ready to be awakened by the next flooding tide. Knowing that, we may be cutting
our arrival time a little too close, happenstance had us looking to port, noticing an island about 7 miles
away…Isle of Man. Never thought of going there…Okay, change course.

Entering the commercial harbor, the cruising guide indicated that there should be a small floating pontoon
that two pleasure craft could tie up to. We had tried to reach the Harbourmaster on VHF 12 before
entering the port, to no avail, but our radio crackled as we circled in the harbour. “Voyageur 10.10, please
state your intentions?” After explaining our situation, they directed us to a 60’ long pontoon that already
had a 35’ sailboat tied up to it. We nestled up behind her and could see boulders submerged just under
our keel. Our sounder indicated lots of depth, but it wasn’t picking up the jagged mass under our keel and
rudder, just aft of the transducer. Out came the lead line, tide tables and tidal curve; with pencil in hand
we decided that at the lowest tide that night we will have at least 12” between our keel and immoveable
mass on the bottom. According to the weather, there would be no wave action to worry about. We were
good!

We contacted the Harbourmaster to indicate we are tied up and he replied that the officials will be at our
boat in a couple of minutes. “Officials?” Well, you learn something new every day. Isle of Man is its own
little kingdom, not even part of the UK, a tax-free banking haven for the wealthy. They even have their
own money, the Manx. The official gave us a few and indicated they were worthless anywhere else in the
world. Explaining that we would only be in their country for 18 hours, what are the best things to see and
do? Following his advice, we set out on a journey back in time, taking the horse-drawn streetcar past a
few dozen derelict mansions to the end of the line, then boarded a century-old pint-size electric train to
head up into the mountains. The wooden cars twisted and buckled as we traversed the hilly countryside
and made our way higher into the mountains. We were sure that the panes of glass were going to dislodge
themselves from the splintered frames. We arrived at another end of the line, Laxey – a mining town, lead-
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mining to be exact, which utilized the world’s largest waterwheel to power its operations. The Laxey
Wheel was impressive at 72 feet in diameter and what appeared to be a thousand buckets. Lead has been
linked to mental disorders for centuries; however, it was only recently that the powers-at-be have
restricted its use. Before this, we just called these challenged individuals, “Maniacs.” Could this term be
related to the condition found in great numbers of lead miners on the Isle of Man?

Returning to the train station nestled amongst the large pines, we inquired about the next scheduled train
back to town. “Sir, you arrived here on the last train of the day!” More adventures…as a result of lack of
planning and research. Fortunately, on this populated island, short cuts to pre-planning did not prove life-
threatening!

Yes, there are times when our extensive planning goes out the window due to unforeseen circumstances
and we have to be prepared to adapt to new situations. We have to create a new plan and sometimes, just
go with the flow.

Getting it Right

While on the water, either anchored or under way on a passage, we are confronted with an ever-changing
dynamic environment. Prepare your plan every morning, while having that first cup of brew. It will help
give you an idea of what is in store for you that day, and what you can comfortably accomplish. To make
sure that you are in the right place at the right time, your daily pre-plan should include:

Weather forecasts from multiple sources
Cell. Sat or SSB Download
VHF
Check and record barometric pressure

Notices to Shipping
Times for sunrise and sunset
Tidal heights and times for the day
Prepare a tidal curve to determine intermediate depth
Current tables for related passes
Go through a complete boat checkout using a list

On Voyageur 10.10, we use two primary planning sheets when starting off our day and update them
during the day as conditions dictate. This ensures that all pertinent information is used when making
decisions on how our day will be set up and ensuring that we will be at the right place at the right time.
This information is also retained as a permanent record in our logbook. Full size PDF files of these
documents can be downloaded from our website www.voyageursailing.com by following the links.
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About The Author

Ken Gillstrom
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Voyageur 10.10 - 45' Custom Aluminum

Ken Gillstrom is a Sail Canada Advanced Cruising Instructor and RYA Yachtmaster Offshore. He has
sailed over 60,000nm throughout Canada, U.S., Europe, Caribbean and Pacific Ocean. He and his wife,
Carol, provide sail training adventures on board Voyageur. They also offer instruction on board your
vessel while they are in the Vancouver area. Check out their website www.voyageursailing.com. 
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Lessons Learned the Hard Way...Water in the Fuel Tank

http://currents.bluewatercruising.org/articles/lessons-learned-hard-way-water-fuel-tank/

Norm shares one more lesson learned while sailing: this time from Prince Rupert on the way to Haida
Gwaii. When the Coopers were ready to depart from Prince Rupert, something did not go quite as
planned.  This time, the lesson learned is about filling up the wrong tank with water.

Situation

We were about to depart the marina in Prince Rupert. We planned to stop at the fuel dock and then head
off across Hecate Straight to Haida Gwaii. We had no watermaker at the time, so at the last moment I
thought it prudent to top up our water tanks. We were moored stern in, not our normal practice of
mooring bow in. I grabbed the dock water hose and started topping up the starboard water tank. It was
already almost full so I was surprised how long it was taking to top it up. When I took a closer look, I
found I had been filling a nearly empty diesel fuel tank! My heart sunk. We were not going anywhere that
day!
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Marina in Prince Rupert

Mistake Made

Deck mounted fill caps all look remarkably similar. Only by taking a close look at the writing can you tell
the purpose of the fill hole. Often you identify it more by its position on the deck and what it is adjacent
to than by what it says on the collar.

In this case, because we were moored stern in as opposed to bow in, the positions of the fuel and water
fill holes were reversed to their usual orientation. I did not look closely. I just opened what I assumed was
the water hole cap and began filling. It is easy to do without the fill caps clearly marked and without a
double check procedure in place.

Lesson Learned

Putting fuel or water in the wrong fill hole is very easy to do. And the consequences are very serious and
time consuming to fix.

Always double or triple check the fill hole identification when removing the cap and before actually
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filling. Consider having a standard boat procedure to have a second person aboard check every time you
do a fill. It is that serious.

Take extra steps to have your fill caps clearly marked. I painted our water fill caps blue and our diesel fill
caps yellow. You can buy replacement plastic fill caps in these same colours. Good idea.

Having at least two isolated fuel tanks is a good idea. When the mistake was made, we immediately
switched to our second tank, maintaining our ability to run the engine and move the boat about.

Always carry a few jerry fuel cans in case you need to remove contaminated fluids for disposal. We had
to borrow many jerry cans from folks along the dock.

Pumping out a fuel tank by hand is very difficult and time consuming. We were able to borrow a portable
electric fuel pump, fitted with long hoses and wires with alligator clips, that we could connect to our
batteries. What a difference it made. We now carry a similar kit for removal of fuel contaminated by
water or algae.

It is not possible to remove all the water from a tank when the tank is still in place in the boat. Even with
a second fuel rinse and pump out, a certain amount of water lingered. I can’t understate the water
removal power of a Racor filter. Simply amazing! We have double Racors in parallel that allow us to
witch back and forth. When one water bowl fills, we switch to the other and drain off the water in the first
while the engine continues to run. We did this for a few days while sloshing about at sea and eventually
removed all the water from the contaminated tank.

Be aware that water may sneak past your Racor filter and enter your secondary fuel filter adjacent to the
engine. When I removed this filter, I was surprised to find it almost completely filled with water that had
almost entered the engine. That would have created bigger problems.

It goes without saying that a good supply of spare primary and secondary fuel filters is a good idea. They
are hard to find in remote places.

Repairs

Luckily there was a large marine fuel depot nearby, with a huge dump tank for contaminated fuel. We
made many wheelbarrow trips with jerry cans full of watery fuel. We then flushed the boat fuel tank and
repeated the process. This was followed by Racor fuel filtering and several fuel filter replacements. Then
we were off to Haiida Gwaii. A short while later, I colour-coded the filler caps with blue and yellow
paint. So far we have had no repeats of this mistake. We learned!

Have a Story?

We have all made mistakes and learned valuable lessons the hard way. Do you have a story you want to
share with BCA members, so we can learn from your experience? If so, please submit it for publication in
this column, using the section headings ‘Submitted by’ through ‘Repairs’ or ‘Lesson Learned’. Thanks!
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Send your story to currents@bluewatercruising.org with ‘OOPS!’ in the subject line.

 

About The Author

Norm Cooper

Sarah Jean II - Saga 43

Norm and his wife, Beth, spent three years cruising in Mexico, across the South Pacific to New Zealand
and then back home to Vancouver. He is now active as a volunteer with BCA. Norm is an ISPA certified
sailing instructor, Together with Beth he operates Ocean Forest Voyaging offering offshore sailing
instruction, cruising reference books and passage planning software.

_______________________________________________
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Direct Methanol Fuel Cell

http://currents.bluewatercruising.org/articles/direct-methanol-fuel-cell/

You can never have too many options for alternative energy charging choices for the DC system on a
boat. Direct Methanol Fuel Cells are an interesting alternative that is worth considering.

A methanol fuel cell combines methanol and oxygen in a reaction chamber that has a membrane that
allows larger positively charged hydrogen ions to migrate across, while forcing the associated electrons to
form a current flow that can be used or stored by the DC system. It sounds complicated, but the operation
of the device is simple, clean, and virtually silent. The by-products, other than electricity, are water
vapour, a small amount of heat, and trace amounts of CO2.

The device is commercially available from European electrical distributor, MasterVolt as eFOY; they
produce a modest amount of energy (the most productive unit is rated at 210Ah per day), but would be a
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great complement to solar panels that could produce power during the day and the fuel cell could produce
power over the darker hours.

-Lyle

PSW Electrical Technician

About The Author

Jeff Cote

Pacific Yacht Systems - 

Jeff Cote is a systems design engineer and owner of Pacific Yacht Systems, a full service shop delivering
marine electrical and navigation solutions for recreational boats. Visit their website and blog for info and
articles on marine electrical systems, projects and more: www.pysystems.ca.

_______________________________________________
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2015 Member Directories

http://currents.bluewatercruising.org/news/2015-member-directories/

Status Report

The 2015 BCA Member Directory is printed and has been delivered to the mailing house. The directory
will be mailed to all members sometime during the week of May 10th.

The First Thing to Do When You Receive Your Copy

Check your entries in the directory against your real life situation. Is the information in the directory
correct and up-to-date? If not, please fill out the handy form at the front of the directory and mail it to
BCA’s administrator:

Liz Gregory
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8886 Hudson Street
Vancouver, BC
V6P 4N2

Or… email your changes to Liz.

After That…

Refer often to your directory, when at BCA Rendezvous or cruising into a new anchorage in some exotic
place!

About The Author

Donna Sassaman

Alia - Spencer 44

Long-time BCA members, Donna and her husband, Bill, cruised to Mexico, French Polynesia, and
Hawaii from 1990 to 1993. She has served as Currents editor and Vancouver Island Chapter's
Communications Watchkeeper and Secretary. Donna is currently Secretary on the BCA Board and co-
coordinator of the annual directory.  

_______________________________________________
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Vancouver Club Night - June Swap Meet

http://currents.bluewatercruising.org/events/vancouver-club-night-june-swap-meet/

Dig deep in those lazarettes and bilges…. your junk may be another sailor’s treasure!

Buy, sell or trade your marine goods at this fun annual BCA Vancouver Chapter event.

The Details:

Wednesday June 10th, 2015.

There is no cost for BCA members who wish to be vendors. If you’re bringing goods, feel free to come
by a bit early (6:30pm) to stake out a table and set up.

Doors open for all at 7:00pm. No admission fees.

Refreshments:
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Beer & Wine & Snacks available for purchase at the bar.

Free coffee and tea (please bring your own mug).

Socializing:

This is the last Vancouver Club Night until September so please stop by to socialize with friends, and
make new ones, before everyone heads out on the water for the summer!

_______________________________________________
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Vancouver Island South - Club Night: BBQ

http://currents.bluewatercruising.org/events/vancouver-island-south-club-night-bbq/

Don’t miss the…

Vancouver Island Chapter

Grand Summer Kickoff BBQ and Social

at the Canadian Forces Sailing Association

Famous BBQ chicken and dessert will be provided. Please bring appies or salads to share.

There will be great company, great food and a free draw prize! So mark your calendars and don’t miss
this fun event.

For more information, contact Peter Simpson.
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Photo credit: CC by SA 2.0 Generic
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Music by the Sea

http://currents.bluewatercruising.org/events/music-sea/

Music by the Sea (MBTS) is an eclectic nine-day music festival in the small community of Bamfield that
features some of the world’s finest classical and jazz musicians who perform in a natural setting that has
no equal: the rugged west coast of Vancouver Island.

For the past several years, flotillas of BCA, RVYC and OCC cruisers have sailed to Bamfield (some
arriving by land yacht) to take in the festival, enjoy a mini-rendezvous, and explore Barkley Sound.  This
year, the festival’s 10th anniversary is no different.

A flotilla is being coordinated by Marianne and David Scott, Royal Victoria Yacht Club.  Boats can travel
together from Victoria or meet up with the flotilla in Barkley Sound.  The first unofficial rendezvous
takes place July 1-4 in Turtle Island Bay anchorage, with everyone moving to Bamfield or Grappler inlets
on the 4th, arriving in time for the first concert.  Throughout the week, there are opportunities for happy
hour onboard various boats, and community-hosted events on shore.  Please use VHF channel 72 for the
flotilla throughout the cruise.

MBTS founder and Executive Artistic Director, Christopher Donison, will provide each member of the
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flotilla – and other boaters joining them – with a $10/ticket discount on concert tickets AND will present
each yacht with a commemorative MBTS burgee.

Tickets: Music By The Sea website. You can pay with PayPal or any of the standard credit cards.
Or you can phone 250 888 7772.
For details about the proposed schedule from Royal Victoria Yacht Club, please email David or 
Marianne.
For more background about the festival itself, check out this article in Pacific Yachting from
2013.

_______________________________________________
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Vancouver Island Cruising Experience (VICE) - Sailing Vessels

http://currents.bluewatercruising.org/?post_type=event&p=1897

This multi-day offshore trip is a shakedown cruise that gives BCA skippers a chance to test their boats
and themselves – cooking, eating, sleeping, using offshore systems, communicating and keeping watch at
sea. These are critical skills needed when offshore. After departing Victoria, boats head out into the
Pacific for 3 -4 days.

Registration is now closed for 2015, but information about VICE can be found in this Currents article and
on the BCA website.

_______________________________________________
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About the Vancouver Fleet

http://currents.bluewatercruising.org/news/about-the-vancouver-fleet/

Fleet is an education focus group for those planning to head offshore in the next year or two. The Fleet
group meets regularly and offers additional training in the form of meetings, workshops, vendors’ visits
and boat visits. Fleet is also excellent for Doners, who are preparing for another voyage, get primed,
updated and meet the people you will be voyaging with. To join Fleet you must be a BCA member.

Vancouver Fleet

If you are planning to sail offshore in the next year or two, either on your own boat or someone else’s,
consider joining the Vancouver Fleet of 2015/16, which will have its first meeting at 1900h on Tuesday,
September 22th at the Scottish Cultural Centre. The Fleet meets every 4th Tuesday of the month and has
presentations or group discussions on a variety of topics of interest to Fleet members.  The cost is $50 per
boat for the year.

How to Join

If you are interested in joining the 2015/16 Vancouver Fleet, contact Cam and Marianne for more
information. It may taken them a while to respond to you as they are sailing the Salish Sea during the
Summer months. So… be patient 

About The Author
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Cameron and Marianne McLean, Vancouver Fleet Coordinators

Mayknot - Seabird 37

Cam and Marianne McLean have been BCA members since 1987, cruised offshore, and have served as
the Vancouver Fleet Coordinators for many years.

_______________________________________________
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About the Vancouver Island Fleet

http://currents.bluewatercruising.org/news/vancouver-island-fleet/

Fleet is an education focus group for those planning to head offshore in the next year or two. The Fleet
group meets regularly and offers additional training in the form of meetings, workshops, vendors’ visits
and boat visits. Fleet is also excellent for Doners, who are preparing for another voyage, get primed,
updated and meet the people you will be voyaging with. To join Fleet you must be a BCA member.

VI Fleet

If you are planning to sail offshore in the next year or two, either on your own boat or someone else’s,
consider joining the VI Fleet of 2015/16, which will have its first meeting at 6:30 pm on Wednesday,
September 30th at Royal Victoria Yacht Club. The Fleet meets every two weeks and has presentations or
group discussions on a variety of topics of interest to Fleet members.  The cost is $60 per boat for the
year.

Weather Group

Many Fleet members also join the Weather Group, which meets on the same nights immediately after
Fleet.  The Weather Group is designed to help participants increase their understanding of global weather
and to develop skills in analyzing and applying weather information available at sea.

How to Join
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If you are interested in joining the 2015/16 Fleet or Weather Group, contact us for more information.  It
may take us a while to reply, as we’ll be cruising to Alaska this summer and will only occasionally have
internet access.

About The Author

Connie Morahan and Peter McMartin, VI Fleet Coordinators

Cookie Cutter - Peterson 36 Cutter

Connie Morahan and Peter McMartin have been BCA members since 2000. They cruised the Pacific
Ocean over a ten-year period, returning to BC from Japan in 2012. Connie and Peter serve as the
Vancouver Island Fleet Coordinators.
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In Memoriam – Rudi Seifert

http://currents.bluewatercruising.org/news/memoriam-rudy-seifert/

April 27, 1935 – April 15, 2015

A few words about Rudi, written by his wife and partner of 41 years.

I do not pretend to be a writer so bear with me about Rudi.  He was a happy, honest, and sincere guy –
very sure of himself, not at all a complicated fellow.  However he was stubborn!  Many times it was wise
to just agree to disagree.

He was born in what is now Poland in 1935, and remembers their family escape to Germany during
World War II.  The family finally settled in a small town outside Heidlburg, where he is survived in
Germany by a brother and sister, nieces and nephews.  He had big dreams, 9 lives and all of them were
accomplished.

In 1956, at age 20, by himself, he boarded a small ship in Europe, heading for his first dream – going to
Canada and America; landing in New Brunswick with $10 and no English.  What were you doing at 20? 
Somehow he found others who spoke German and here his journey began.  He spent a year labouring in
house construction in below freezing weather and then went off to Elliott Lake, Ontario to work in a
uranium mine.  At the mine, he befriended a fellow from Malta, and together they decided to take 6
months and drive through the eastern US down to Mexico, in a new Mercury convertible, returning to
Ontario and then headed in different directions.

Rudi heard BC had the most beautiful women, particularly on ferries to Vancouver Island. He was
hooked and headed west, spending his remaining years on the Coast.  For some time, he worked for
others and then formed his own business as a building contractor, specializing in higher end home
renovations, mostly on the west side of Vancouver where he also chose to live.

He developed a keen interest in sailing as a means to travel the world someday, and joined BCA through
a mutual friend.  He never bought his own vessel to fulfill his passion to go offshore, but had a keen
interest in those that did.  He got the opportunity to crew on a few journeys and had I shared his passion
of off-shore sailing, who knows where other journeys would have led him?

As a compromise, he and I loved cruising and enjoyed over 200 days visiting the South Seas, New
Zealand, Tahiti, Bora Bora, the eastern, western, and southern Caribbean, Panama Canal, San Blas
Islands, small villages along the Gulf of Mexico, the Pacific West Coast and Hawaiian Islands several
times.  Land travels also were many – our favourites being by train both in United States and Europe,
with too many places to mention.  All in all we worked to travel.

Rudi had two daughters and acquired 3 stepdaughters when we married. He also had 13 grandchildren
and a great-grandson.  To this end, he had a good life filled with a loving family and many, many good
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friends. He is deeply missed…

The following is a tribute to Rudi, by his friends Anders Lonnqvist and Elizabeth Angst: (password for
video is RudiS)

Vimeo Video

No more a Watch to stand, Old Sailor.
For you are drifting on an ebbing tide.
Eight Bells has rung. Dog Watch is done.
A new Berth waits you on the other side.

Your Ship is anchored in God’s Harbour.
And though his sailors are of equal rank.
there’ll be Shipmates on the deck to greet you.
And Pipe, as you ascend the Plank..

Her boilers with full head of steam.
Cargo stowed and Galley stored.
Just waiting to get underway.
When the last Hand comes aboard.

Look sharp! That Hand is you, Old Sailor.
And you’ll be sailing out on Heavenly Seas.
So may the wind be ever at your back.
Fair weather. And God speed!

About The Author

Iris Seifert

 - 

Iris Seifert is Rudi Seifert's wife / partner of 41 years.
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