
Currents
The Official Magazine of the Bluewater Cruising Association

                                     1 / 46



Currents
The Official Magazine of the Bluewater Cruising Association

Table Of Contents

Vancouver Club Night - Pizza, Dessert and a Special Event! ......................... 3
De-Myth-Defying the Cruising Life .......................................... 5
Boatless at MIST ....................................................... 9
Pleasure Boat Entry to US – New Process for 2016 .............................. 16

Leavers Package ...................................................... 20
Marquesas Islands: yours to explore…. ....................................... 22
Vancouver Island Fleet Report: April 2016 ................................... 27

Book: Voyaging with Kids, A Guide to Family Life Afloat ......................... 32
Flare Disposal Days Sponsored by CPSS ..................................... 34
Vancouver Island South - Club Night:  5 Islands, 5 Cultures ....................... 36

Vancouver Club Night - May Movie Night: Red Dot on the Ocean ................... 37

All Marinas Are Not Created Equal ........................................ 40

                                     2 / 46



Currents
The Official Magazine of the Bluewater Cruising Association

Vancouver Club Night - Pizza, Dessert and a Special Event!

http://currents.bluewatercruising.org/events/vancouver-club-night-pizza-dessert-special-event/

Enjoy Pizza & Dessert and Help Create a Vision and Values for BCA!

In collaboration with the Vancouver Chapter Watch, the BCA Board of Directors is pleased to invite you
to a unique Club night (the last before the summer) on Wednesday, June 8.  BCA members are invited to
enjoy FREE pizza at 7:00PM, following which, there will be a very brief presentation by BCA member,
Helen Roberts, and time to socialize both during and after a focused and interactive workshop that will
ultimately lead to the creation of a vision and a set of values that is consistent with BCA’s Constitution. 
The evening will conclude with dessert and more time to visit with each other.  Similar workshops, also
facilitated by Helen, are being held in Calgary (May 3) and Victoria (June 14).

What does that really mean and why is it important?

The Vision, Mission and Values statements are integral elements of an organization’s operations
(whether a multi-national corporation or a small not-for-profit like BCA).  Together, they define its
reason for being and guide the development and delivery of services and activities.
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And while BCA has a mission statement (“Fostering seamanship and friendship for people with an active
interest in offshore cruising”) and a list of objectives described in the Constitution and Bylaws, it has
neither a vision nor a values statement.  Adding them to the existing mission statement and objectives will
give the Board and Chapter Watches clear guidance when making decisions on behalf of BCA, especially
those decisions that have the potential to significantly impact the Association and its members.

Why should I participate and what’s in it for me?

You are BCA. Ours is a vibrant Association of 870 active members; not since BCA was established in
1978 has there been this kind of opportunity for members to get engaged and actively participate in
shaping its future.  We want your input, we want to hear your stories!

As a token of thanks for your involvement, participants will receive a free drink ticket and a small gift
from the Board; free pizza and dessert will be provided by the Vancouver Watch.  There will be no
admission charge to this special event.

Please mark your calendar and join us for a spirited evening!

_______________________________________________
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De-Myth-Defying the Cruising Life

http://currents.bluewatercruising.org/articles/de-myth-defying-cruising-life/

I was chatting with some other cruisers about blogs. Lots of us write them. Personally, I enjoy keeping
friends and family up to date with what we’re up to and where we’re going. I know that some of you are
living vicariously through our crazy adventures, but we realized that there are some aspects of cruising
that are usually left out of blogs – the more mundane and stressful parts of cruising. So I thought I would
give you a glimpse into our everyday cruising life.

Myth #1: Everything is always wonderful and we’re always having fun adventures. Well, it would
be nice to think so, but in reality, we are two human beings living 24/7 on a 46 foot boat. Lots of people
are on even smaller, more cramped boats. Sometimes tensions mount, stressful situations creep up and we
just want to get away from each other. We want to get off the boat, but that’s not always possible.
Fortunately, Falcon VII is big enough that we’ve each learned to find a corner or berth to crawl into, to
get away and think. We’re pretty resilient and always manage to figure out how to get back to being
partners again, to being thankful for where we are and grateful for the opportunity we have to cruise in
these amazing places.
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 Adventures in the Sea of Cortez: CC BY SA 2.0 unmodified

Myth #2: Cruisers sit around drinking tea and reading books all day. I actually ran into someone on
the docks in Port Angeles who thought that! And we had just finished many months of preparation for our
big trip down the Coast, usually putting in 10 – 12 hours per day prior to leaving for Mexico. Now that
we’re in Mexico, the work doesn’t end. There are always boat projects to be done; daily, weekly and
monthly maintenance; sewing canvas projects needing attention; varnishing wood, polishing stainless,
etc. When we can, we choose to ignore it all and just enjoy our surroundings and the wonderful cruisers
we are hanging out with. We have lists upon lists of things to be tackled… sometime.

Myth #3: There’s nothing to leaving the boat and flying home to BC for the summer. We didn’t
even know that boats needed to be ‘put to bed’ or decommissioned before the summer heat arrives and
you fly away to stay cool. In 2015, Jim put together a spreadsheet with 186 items on it that we had to deal
with. Some took only a minute, but others took many hours! Like washing and stowing all sails; washing
all woodwork below decks; chucking out all fresh food and dumping out open containers; giving away
canned goods; covering all exposed plastic with aluminum foil; putting out cockroach poison, and so
much more that you don’t want to know about.

Myth #4: Staying on the boat in Mexico for the summer is easy. The first time we heard about summer
marina preparation, was at a casual cruisers’ meeting in La Cruz in May 2014. We had no idea what
living in the tropics in the humid summer would be like. We had to spend hundreds of dollars on
additional mooring lines to macramé ourselves into our slip, so the swells didn’t beat up the boat. We
purchased and installed an air conditioner, and Jim built a plywood box to shelter it over our main hatch.
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It successfully maintained low humidity and kept the temperature at an even 84 F below decks, while it
was well over 95 F and extremely humid outside. We lived in our ‘cave’ during the days, becoming
nocturnal animals and venturing out in the evenings, when it was cooler. We sewed a 21 foot long sun /
rain awning to deal with extreme sun and hours of torrential rains. We started unplugging the boat every
evening to prevent inverter/charger damage, due to power brownouts and blackouts, when lightning
struck near the marina. I dumped out food when we found crawly little bugs in the flour, oatmeal, cereal
and my popcorn.

 Sailing photo: CCO Public Domain

Myth #5: Owning and living on a sailboat is about going sailing. The reality is that, although we‘ve
never actually made the calculation, we think that we put in somewhere around 100 hours of work for
every hour of sailing. For any other endeavour in life, if you worked with those odds, people would call
you crazy! I guess we are. Having said that, those rare moments when we are out at sea and turn off the
engine and hear the non-sound of the boat under sail, are absolute magic. We are addicted to them.

Myth #6: Naw, I’m not going to keep going. You get the idea.

We love our cruising life, but sometimes living on a boat is just like living in a house. You can’t ignore
things or things go wrong, equipment fails, feelings get hurt, etc. So we learned to take things in our
stride, maintain a balance, help others when we can, take each issue one at a time and breathe. Always
breathe!
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We own a little book about gratitude. Here are a couple of quotes:

Be grateful for the chance to follow your dreams. Strive to conquer your fears of the unknown with each
step. 

 When life gives you a hundred reasons to cry, show life that you have a thousand reasons to smile.

Keep smiling!

Published with permission from Tricia and Jim Bowen’s blog.

Cover photo: CC BY 2.0 unmodified

About The Author

Tricia and Jim Bowen

Falcon VII - Kelly-Peterson 46 center cockpit cutter

Tricia’s articles have been published in Pacific Yachting Magazine, Currents Magazine, the Times
Colonist Newspaper and numerous newsletters. Jim’s racing experience led to the position of helmsman
on the HMCS Oriole in the Victoria – Maui Yacht Race. They have cruised together for the past 25 years,
during which time they have circumnavigated Vancouver Island twice, cruised to SE Alaska three times,
and enjoyed countless summer trips up and down BC’s west coast. They have lived aboard their current
boat, a Kelly-Peterson 46 center cockpit cutter, for the last several years. Now retired, they gladly suffer
horizon fever and continue to seek a cure while sailing in Mexico.

_______________________________________________
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Boatless at MIST

http://currents.bluewatercruising.org/articles/boatless-at-mist/

Fabio and I met at the base of a cliff at the land-locked Skaha Bluffs near Penticton. I had just returned
from six weeks of sailing in the Caribbean, crewing for my brother on a chartered catamaran. I was still
finding my land legs, which presented an extra challenge, given that my other passion is rock climbing.
There’s nothing quite like being halfway up a cliff when the sensation of a big swell passing beneath
one’s feet sets off your panic button! That fateful weekend in Skaha, I was travelling without a climbing
partner and Fabio’s intended climbing partner was nursing an injury and, well, you can guess the rest.

We’ve climbed a lot since we met, but I’ve never let go of my dream of some day circumnavigating.
Some might think that was a bit of bad planning on my part to hook up with someone who has, to this
point, been a died-in-the-wool landlubber. To this I say, the spice in life is found in the challenges!

YouTube Video
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Fabio sharing knot tying to ensure safe mast hoisting.

When I found out Fabio and I were going to be on Vancouver Island at the same time as this year’s
MIST, I started plotting. I signed us up as BCA members, contacted Robert Dodge to see if we might be
able to participate, even though we are currently boatless. The next thing we knew, Fabio and I were
standing at the dock in the Nanaimo Harbour, waiting to be picked up for the boat ride over to Protection
Island for the evening potluck. Ken Gillstrom was giving a Powerpoint presentation introducing us to
what lay ahead (fires, floods, fog, and fun).

 Ken had a captive audience during the lecture time at MIST.

What a warm welcome we received, though it was pretty clear we were babes in the blue-water world.
Advice on boats, destinations, and relationships (“make sure the Will is signed before you send her down
to fight the fire”) began, as we took our first nibble of appetizer; and continued until we said our farewells
at the end of the weekend.

Fabio had been worried that there wouldn’t be enough to do on a boat to keep his restless mind and hands
busy. This fear was quickly allayed as we visited the different boats in attendance, and realized that every
one of them had lengthy to-do lists. Some of these lists included items that had been there for a very long
time. Stories of exotic destinations and the endless challenges and problem solving that goes on while

                                   10 / 46



Currents
The Official Magazine of the Bluewater Cruising Association

cruising, soon had him thinking about where we might like to go, and just as importantly, who else might
be there. Fabio is a social butterfly and I don’t think it had occurred to him that there’s a whole cruising
fraternity out there, full of friendly folk who are happy to lend a hand and willing to share a meal and
good gab session. Originally from Italy, Fabio is all about the food and the company, and we both
thoroughly enjoyed the delights of good conversation and making new friends in the cockpits of more
than one boat.

 He’s a natural! Fabio took to dock life like a champ, throwing himself into the social scene at MIST with
such enthusiasm we missed the ferry back to Nanaimo!

We spent a lot of time with Rosario and Denis, aboard their Whitby 42 ketch, Counting Stars, and shared
lots of laughs as we took turns going below deck during a simulated fire. Blindfolded, we groped our way
around the cabin in search of the fire extinguisher, the fire port. (Fire port? Who knew that’s what that
little hole was beside the engine compartment?) and then out an exit that was not the companionway.
Denis has now moved ‘fix that sticky hatch’ up to the top of the to-do list, after Rosario and I both found
ourselves trapped below in the aft cabin, unable to open the hatch as (we imagined) toxic smoke and
fumes filled our lungs and flames licked at our heels.

YouTube Video
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Fabio, Denis, and Rosario all took turns manually pumping out the bilge after we had completed another
exercise that tested exactly how efficiently the electric pump was working. Our now well-oiled crew then
prepared to abandon ship. Five gallons of water – check. Ditch bag (which included a bottle of Rum) –
check. Life raft (actually a crab trap as Counting Stars’ life raft is being replaced) re-positioned and
ready to deploy – check. EPIRB activated – check. All crew present and accounted for at the muster
station – check.

 The muster station on Counting Stars

By the time we set off on our blind navigation expedition, we all felt confident that we could save the
ship in the event of fire or a punctured hull or, failing that, could abandon ship in record time (though,
that crab trap might not have been terribly useful).

During the blind navigation exercise, all the participants took their boats out in search of a nearby buoy,
pretending that we were travelling through thick fog and our electronic navigation systems were non-
functional. Using only a depth sounder and knot meter, the navigator (not able to see anything) had to plot
a course on paper (how analog!) and the winner was the boat that came closest to the destination. Several
boats (including Counting Stars) didn’t have functional knot meters, so alternative systems were
devised. We used the ‘cracker in the soup’ method to calculate our speed through the water. Because
there was no wind, we motored and Denis kept the engine grumbling along at 1500 rpms. We dropped a
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cracker overboard at the bow and timed how long it took to travel 42’ alongside to reach the stern. A
quick calculation gave us a speed of 4.7 knots, which Rosario used in her subsequent calculations.

 Fabio measuring the depth with a lead line.

Our depth sounder (only worked in feet, didn’t read anything deeper than about 160’) wasn’t so useful in
terms of picking up the much deeper contours we had available, but nonetheless, just by carefully keeping
track of speed and time (and with Denis keeping a steady course as directed by Rosario) we managed to
come within 500 feet of our mark. We were pretty pleased with that, but the winning boat (Brian and
Shyanne aboard Rainbird) managed to come within 60’ – while keeping a toddler under control! I’d say
the bottle of Scotch (the grand prize after scores for all the days’ challenges were tallied and
Rainbird came up the winner) was well deserved!
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Rainbird winning crew!

By the time our day came to a close on Sunday (after hauling various people up masts and poking about
in everyone’s boats, and visiting, and asking questions, and trying to absorb the floods of information
everyone shared) we were both exhausted. Poor Fabio’s head was ready to explode with all the new
terminology he had been trying to stay on top of. As we lay on the dock waiting for the next ferry to
arrive, he asked, “What exactly is a halyard?” We had been using them to haul sailors up masts, but he
knew that couldn’t be their primary function. As I gave him a quick definition I couldn’t help but grin.
At last, we were having a conversation about sailing that didn’t involve me saying something and Fabio
looking dazed! Could a circumnavigation be far behind? With the support and encouragement of the
wonderful people we met this weekend (and many more, I hope, in the months to come), it feels like we
took a giant step forward toward making this dream of mine a dream of ours and, beyond that, a reality.

I’m curious, though, how others have managed to bring their non-sailing partners aboard? I need to keep
the momentum going here, so if you have any thoughts, suggestions, tips or warnings, please send them
in so we can all benefit from your wisdom!

About The Author

Nikki Tate-Stratton
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Boatless... for now - 

Nikki Tate-Stratton hasn't done nearly enough sailing, but she plans to change that as soon as possible!
Though she's done a bit of coastal cruising in the Gulf Islands, the Florida Keys, and the Caribbean, she's
still a novice when it comes to sailing offshore. A writer by profession, her job is conveniently portable as
long as she can find decent wi-fi from time to time. Nikki blogs more or less regularly at
darkcreekfarm.com/blog and hopes to contribute to Currents whenever she has anything vaguely marine-
related to talk about.  

_______________________________________________
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Pleasure Boat Entry to US – New Process for 2016

http://currents.bluewatercruising.org/articles/pleasure-boat-entry-us-new-process-2016/

The US Customs and Border Protection (CBP) has started to enforce the cruising license for foreign
flagged vessels travelling in US waters. The cruising license has been around since December 31, 1969,
but the enforcement of the license started in January of this year.

My husband and I are very interested in these new requirements, as we keep our Canadian-flagged boat in
Point Roberts Marina in Washington State. For years now, all we needed to do was to report our entry
into US waters to Small Boat Reporting using our NEXUS and to purchase an annual User Fee decal.
This has now changed as of January 2016, with the enforcement of the cruising license.

I spoke with Officer Gill at Customs Border Protection (CBP) to clarify the process and he was very
helpful and answered my questions. The CBP website also has some very good information and FAQs,
but speaking to an officer in person helped clear up some of my remaining questions.

A cruising license is not a requirement for foreign-flagged vessels, but the license will save those of us
who cross the border frequently some time and money. A foreign-flagged vessel without a cruising
license must complete a CBP 1300 (Vessel Entrance or Clearance Statement) and physically report into a
port of entry. The cost for the CBP 1300 is Navigation Fee of $19.00 US. This form must be completed
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for any movement within US waters. Boats also complete one when they clear/exit from US waters.

 Bedwell Harbour Customs dock (photo by Les Williams, unchanged, CC BY SA 2.0)

Fortunately, Canadian boaters are eligible for a cruising license (some countries are not). A cruising
license can be obtained when entering the USA. It does require physically reporting to a CBP port of
entry; examples would include Friday Harbour, Point Roberts, Bellingham or Blaine. At this initial check-
in, the CBP will inspect the boat and the skipper will pay the $19 Navigation fee for the CBP-1300. The
skipper then has the option of also applying for the cruising license for which there is no extra cost.

The advantage to a cruising license is that a boat now does not have to pay the $19.00 Navigation fee
each time it enters and departs (the technical word is “clear) from US waters. Without it, the vessel would
file a CBP-1300 and pay the Navigation fee in order to proceed between ports of entry.

The cruising license we obtain will cover us for the entire Puget Sound area.  CBP includes the San Juans,
Anacortes, Bellingham, Point Roberts, Blaine, Port Angeles, Port Townsend and Seattle/Tacoma in its
definition of Puget Sound ports. Without a cruising permit, skippers would be expected to report their
movements within the area, and with cell phone coverage issues, this could be problematic.

For the BCA members who will be traveling down the Coast to San Francisco or San Diego, once they
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have their cruising license, no other form is needed. The vessels will still have to report (call in) as they
enter each district on their way south. Here is a list of the ports of entry.

Many BCA members keep their boats moored year round in Point Roberts and have been in the habit of
purchasing the $27 annual decal. With the advent of the new cruising license, this decal is no longer
necessary. The crew of Cariba had already purchased a 2016 decal, so Officer Gill informed me that the
initial Navigation fee for the first CBP-1300 would be waived.

So how does one get a cruising license? Well, if your boat is already in US waters, i.e. Blaine or Point
Roberts, many cruisers have been able to go to the office at the Border with their paperwork and apply.
Otherwise, on your first entry to the USA, you must present your boat at a CBP port of entry for
inspection and application.

A cruising license is effective for one calendar year. As a foreign-flagged vessel, we are not eligible for
successive licenses. There must be a 15 day period where the prior license has either expired or has been
surrendered. This rule initially caused us some angst, as we interpreted this to mean that our boat must be
out of US waters for that time frame. But Officer Gill explained that this is not the case; the prior license
simply must have expired/lapsed for more than 15 days. One option though, may be to time a trip with the
expiration of a permit. There is no charge/clearance fee, so we could leave with a valid permit that is
about to expire and come back after 15 days. We would then obtain a new one on our entry to US waters.

A cruising license does NOT change a boaters’ reporting requirements via Nexus or other means to check
in with CBP. If you have a current cruising license, you will need it when reporting your arrival in US
waters, but you will contact CBP in your usual manner to check in.

Our boat is currently moored at Point Roberts and when I spoke to Officer Gill in late March, we had no
plans to exit and re-enter the US until leaving for the May Rendezvous at Bedwell Harbour. He assured
me that we did not have to get a cruising license and that we could day sail with no worries in US waters.
Our plan is to go up to the Point Roberts Border crossing in early May to get our license. Alternatively,
we could wait till we return and instead of using Nexus, we could go to the Point Roberts Customs dock
and call 360 945 5211. A CBD officer will then come down with the paperwork for us to complete; but
we could assist by printing off a CBP-1300 from their website.

Officer Gill said that this process is new to the CBP officers as well, and there will be a learning curve for
all involved. I believe this is why the Point Roberts CBP office has been allowing boaters to come to the
office to get their initial license. The small boat reporting service is also always available to answer
questions, especially if you call them in off peak times.

I would like to thank CBP Officers Colin Giddens; and Supervisory CBP Officer – Seattle Honor Guard
Commander and Supervisor, Harmit Gill, for taking the time to review and give feedback on this article.

Happy Cruising!

Cover image: Wikimedia Commons (Public Domain)

About The Author
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Sue Peck

Cariba - Bayfield 36

Sue and her husband Brian dream of offshore sailing after her retirement. Sue is a novice sailor who
enjoys taking advantage of all the learning and support that BCA has to offer.

_______________________________________________
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Leavers Package

http://currents.bluewatercruising.org/articles/leavers-package/

San Francisco, more accurately Sausalito, was our refuge for a few days, while waiting for the next
weather window north, as we were heading home. Another small, low pressure system would soon arrive
north of Cape Mendocino.  We were also looking forward to meeting up with Paul Guenette, who was to
meet us in San Francisco the previous year for Thanksgiving.  As it turned out, his project list was too
long. By the time he made it to San Francisco, we had headed south to Mexico.

Aside from sharing beers and stories, he was in possession of our Bluewater Cruising Association’s
leavers package.  Paul was an active volunteer in Vancouver, and would see Jennifer Handley, BCA’s
Commodore, before we would have time to meet, so he was handed the job of presenting it to us.  We
missed Paul on our way South, but on our way back to Canada we met to officially receive our leavers
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package!  Here we are almost home and celebrate leaving !

Paul also had his vehicle in San Francisco, which was very helpful getting our shopping list done in short
order.  Laundry done, Adesso fuelled, and the food supplies topped up, we passed under San Francisco’s
Golden Gate Bridge, leaving and not knowing if we would ever pass this way again.

About The Author

Ted And Sue Bannister

Adesso - Passport 47 Sloop

Ted and Sue are BCA members who sailed South to Mexico and back home to Vancouver Island.

_______________________________________________
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Marquesas Islands: yours to explore….

http://currents.bluewatercruising.org/articles/marquesas-islands-explore/

One year ago, after 26 days at sea, we first smelled fire and then flowers, for once a relief on a boat. The
smell came from shore and was confirming that our eyes were right, this was land and we had arrived.

Had we just spent nearly a month isolated from all human-kind and support, it sure didn’t feel like it.
Indeed after a few days, the routine sets in and hours came and went by very quickly. Just keeping track
of our progress, making the daily blog post and Ham contact with the Pacific Seafarer’s Net was enough
to keep the most active of mind. Well maybe the 1000’s of movies and series we had religiously collected
during the last 2 years, helped also.

Our first landfall was Hiva Oa, which enabled us to be in good order in no time. The paperworks are one
of the easiest of all time, and at the right price, meaning free if you own a European passport or a long
stay visa. An agent can also help or just deposit the bond. But enough about what you can read
everywhere, let’s dive into the daily life in “Paradis”.

                                   22 / 46

http://currents.bluewatercruising.org/articles/marquesas-islands-explore/


Currents
The Official Magazine of the Bluewater Cruising Association

With  French backgrounds from birth, we were quick to immerse ourselves and mostly able to understand
all the nuances of the local language; well, until they switch to Marquesan, of course. We stayed put in
one valley for four months last season, and came back this year. We let ourselves be fully absorbed again
into the community and understand the way of living in such a remote place on earth. We will try to bring
you a few pieces of knowledge we’ve accumulated. Unfortunately, how to pick the ripe mango five
meters away, or prepare a perfect Marquesan oven, for that you will have to come here to learn.

The census of 2012 registered 9,980 people in the Marquesas. You will quickly discover that they are all
direct family, or if related at any level by marriage or further down the line, simply called cousins. Once
you leave the “big city”, the atmosphere changes drastically. People will know before you realize it that
you anchored in their bay. Be courteous, walk around and say “Bonjour” with a smile, and doors will
open quickly. Though some simple rules apply in your new world, never pick-up a fruit from a tree or the
ground without the authorization of the owner; you see this one could be different from the land owner it
seats on. Truly, whoever planted it gains the reward of the crop, so be sure to ask, and for a minimal price
or free depending on the mood, you will have more than you ever hoped for.

When saying hello, shaking a hand to the entire group is advisable; also a few words and a bit of
discussion is a mark of politeness. Just walking by or not answering a call for café, will make you a
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pariah in no time.

As we have learned the hard way, saying “no” politely to a gift, as we have been so well educated, is
frowned upon. The rule of traditional hospitality is to share what you have lots of, so if offered gracefully
accept it, nothing is expected in return. Though if one day you have profusion of something, do the same
and return the favour. In the same register, if you observe something that you find beautiful or want to
make a compliment, be very cautious at expressing it, as you may find it in your hands and given to you,
making you even more awkward in your shoes.

Because we are so used to being lost in our city, doesn’t mean it is the same everywhere in the world!
Indeed, know that you are being observed at all time, even far in the coconut tree plantation away from
the village.  People know where you are, you will not see them but they see you. And lastly, stay on the
tracks; do not walk in the wild. The land is privately owned, even if it looks like a forest, and you do not
want to find yourself witnessing a type of plantation you don’t need to know about.

Even the young teenagers made us laugh when they identified a boat by what the female companion was
wearing. You are observed, just be aware of it, ask if you don’t know and a solution will come your way
you didn’t even think of.
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In most valleys, the major part of social life is structured around the church; there is nothing fanatic about
it, just a tradition and a solid implantation of the Catholic Church. One of its leaders in the 70’s decided
to go against the state’s dictates and created a dictionary, a bible and service all in Marquesan. Thus
enabling the language to survive the slow death it was going through at the time, as it was forbidden at
school in favour of French. So now we know where you will be at 0800h on Sunday, for some amazing
choir and drumming in Marquesan.

You may also be surprised if invited into a house. The kitchen, in most cases, is outside the main dwelling
and not much furniture is present. This doesn’t mean that they are poor. On the contrary, we are talking
French bureaucracy and having a fully furnished lodging makes them subject to added taxation. This is
changing as of 2016; the land taxes are showing up, even in the most remote valley.

Every island has his or her hustler, which you will learn to recognize quickly. In fact there is one valley in
particular, where one has taken the art of begging or asking for thing to another level! The inhabitants,
know full well that they will not see you ever again, that you don’t have cash and that after a long
crossing you are in (sometimes desperate) need of fruit and vegetables.  So, they will ask with no shame,
for very specific things upfront, abusing the cruiser who doesn’t understand the values of the new world
they have landed on.
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If there is one thing to remember from this short piece of observation, one of the best tricks we have now
implemented on Letitgo, is that officially we are a dry boat. This means we do not drink on land, except if
we know our host very well. Alcoholism is a problem around here; we witnessed situations of excessive
drinking in social settings. The men tend to not eat until they feel the “buzz”. So when asked to exchange
five pamplemousse for that bottle of cheap rum, first think of the problem you create in a family, and then
look up at the price of replacement in the shop! Your unitary price will be close to $12 a grapefruit. Now
who was wiser?

If you don’t apply this simple rule, you will soon be surrounded by new friends, with all kinds of
“amazing deals for you”. Add to this fact that violence is one of the major reasons to visit the dispensary.

These are a few points we have observed. There is so much to be discovered around the Marquesas; so let
yourself be charmed and take your time to discover the Islands.

About The Author

Valerie and Laurent Devin

LetItGo - Lagoon 380, Catamaran

Valerie and Laurent broke the habit of living on land and became pelagic nomad. Their travels have taken
them first down the coast of North America, Central and South America where they stopped in Baja de
Caraquez in Ecuador. For three months, they traveled on land mostly by bus to visit Bolivia, Peru and
finally Ecuador. In December 2014 they left the Americas and followed the trades to French Polynesia.
They are currently in the Marquesas. Their passions are discovering new ways of life by meeting people,
experiencing food, various culture and learning new languages. They started this adventure with their two
teenagers one of them is now living independently in Canada. Follow their trip at svletitgo.com.

_______________________________________________
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Vancouver Island Fleet Report: April 2016

http://currents.bluewatercruising.org/news/vancouver-island-fleet-report-april-2016/

Sailors are busy getting their vessels ready as the cruising season approaches and meetings seem to
become a lower priority.  So a smaller than usual V. I. Fleet group gathered at RVYC on April 6 for a
presentation on first aid kits and applications by Alert First Aid’s Mike Barnes.  Dr. Catherine Ascah was
present to provide some advice on medicines that might be prudent to include on board an offshore
cruising boat.

                                   27 / 46

http://currents.bluewatercruising.org/news/vancouver-island-fleet-report-april-2016/


Currents
The Official Magazine of the Bluewater Cruising Association

Mike’s presentation was preceded by Stefa Katamay showing off her stylish Thermal Protective Aid.
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On April 20 the group ended this years fleet meetings with a discussion on self steering devices. The
meeting was well attended, informative, and entertaining.  Ken Newman showed the group his pricey but
very handy Sail Step extolling its safety, quality, and convenience in assisting the docking procedure. 
Don Craigmyle demonstrated his mast ascending gear with a promise to demonstrate on a real mast
during the upcoming boat tours being held the following Saturday and Sunday.
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The group then participated in an engaging discussion regarding self-steering gear (both wind vanes and
autopilots) and provided suggestions for meeting topics for next October and November.

I’d like to close with a big thanks to the V. I. Fleet group for your enthusiasm and engagement this year
and praise to Connie for her guidance in my first year on the watch. You have all made it a pleasure and
privilege to participate.

Happy Sails and I’ll see you in the fall.

About The Author

Al Kitchen - VI Fleet Coordinator

Wyndspree - Huntingford 53 Ketch

Al Kitchen has been a BCA member since 2005. He and his wife Gaye lived aboard Wyndspree from
1996 until 2007 and cruised the BC coast throughout this time. Between 2006 and 2009, Al crewed on
different boats with fellow Bluewater members, including voyages from Victoria, BC to San Francisco;
Gladstone, Australia to Fiji; and New Zealand to Victoria, BC. Al is pleased to have this opportunity to
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serve as VI Fleet Coordinator.

_______________________________________________
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Book: Voyaging with Kids, A Guide to Family Life Afloat

http://currents.bluewatercruising.org/articles/voyaging-kids-guide-family-life-afloat/

I saw the book ‘Voyaging with Kids‘ advertised in Practical Sailor and since I’ve heard several BCA
members say they are planning to go offshore, but are waiting for the kids to grow up, leave school and
be on their own, I thought I’d share the information.

When my ex-husband and I lived aboard our first boat in Australia, we met many families sailing with
their offspring.  So impressed was I, by the self-sufficiency and assuredness of the children, that I told my
then-husband that if we ever had children, that was the way they would be brought up — living, playing,
growing up aboard a cruising boat.

Have you ever heard any adult, who was raised aboard a cruising boat say they regret it, or that they
wish they’d had a normal shore life?  I haven’t.  Those children become adults who are well adjusted;
share a love and passion for life; and have bonds with their families greater and stronger than shore-raised
children.

Voyaging with Kids, a new book written by three veteran family cruisers, gives you the information to
let you dream about setting sail. And it gives you the roadmap to turn that dream into a reality. From their
own experience and from interviews with dozens of other voyaging parents, the authors discuss how to
care for an infant aboard, handling the changing needs of children as they grow, boatschooling options,
and the eventual transition back to shore life. The book gives you a balanced look at the realities of family
life at sea:

Food:  From pre-voyage shopping to buying from local markets, the book gives you advice to
satisfy everyone in your crew from the most adventurous gourmet to your conservative, picky
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eater.
Health:  With some planning and knowledge of first-aid and other medical basics, you’ll be
surprised what you can do on your own to ensure your kids remain well. But be sure to take
mosquito-borne diseases, food poisoning and sunburn seriously.
Schooling: The book offers detailed advice to help overcome homeschooling fears. You’ll get
resources to examine to be sure your plans are in-line with federal and state regulations. You’ll
explore the benefits of local education options. And, most importantly, ways to take advantage of
the infinite lessons, languages, cultures available on the seas, in the ports, villages and towns
you’ll encounter and the new friends your kids will make along the way.

Voyaging with Kids answers your questions, gives you advice and lets you learn how others have made
this once-in-a-lifetime adventure a reality. Ways to childproof your boat. How to keep the peace among
siblings. What to pack, and more importantly, what to leave ashore. What’s the best boat for your family
and your cruising? And so much more. If you’ve ever dreamed of sailing off with your family for a few
weeks, months or longer, take a look at this great book and get started!

About The Author

Yvonne Harwood

N/A - Currently looking for a boat

Yvonne is a BCA member and circumnavigator. She has sailed for 55 years clocking over 50,000
offshore nautical miles. Over her sailing history, she has owned or partnered in five boats with lengths
between 30' and 52'. She has also built three boats, hands-on. 

_______________________________________________
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Flare Disposal Days Sponsored by CPSS

http://currents.bluewatercruising.org/news/flare-disposal-days-sponsored-cpss/

The Canadian Power and Sail Squadrons, in partnership with Transport Canada and CIL Dealers, is
sponsoring a project on education and awareness of safety equipment, the care and maintenance of that
equipment and how to safely and effectively use and dispose of flares. You can see flare disposal dates
and locations on their website. The list below includes the May disposal dates and locations for Lower
Mainland and Vancouver Island, for your convenience:

May 7 Steveston Marine and Hardware
3560 Moncton St, Richmond, BC, V7E 3A2
May 7 Steveston Marine and Hardware
1667 W 5th Ave, Vancouver, BC, V6J 1N5
May 14 Steveston Marine and Hardware
201-19700 Langley Bypass, Langley, BC, V3A 7B1
May 14 Wills Marine
1797 Comox Ave, Comox, BC V9M 3L9
May 21 The Bitter End Boaters Exchange
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1044 Seamount Way, Gibsons, BC V0N 1V7

The following video provides some good information on safety equipment and flare usage and disposal:

YouTube Video

 

About The Author

Rosario Passos

Counting Stars - Whitby 42 Ketch

Rosario is a dreamer who wants to sail the South Pacific.... so far she sails the local waters of the Salish
Sea to get as much experience as possible.

_______________________________________________
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Vancouver Island South - Club Night: 5 Islands, 5 Cultures

http://currents.bluewatercruising.org/events/vancouver-island-south-club-night-5-islands-5-cultures/

From tortoises to tortellini, Fairwyn takes us on a tour of amazing diversity. ?Stephen and Nancy
Carlman visited dozens of islands during their 15 years of offshore cruising aboard Fairwyn, a classic 42
ft  S&S designed yawl. They’ve selected five boater-friendly islands to talk about their differences in
history, nationality, languages and, of course, food and drink.  Join them at the May Club Night as they
recount stories of their visits to Galapagos, the Azores, Newfoundland, Malta and Sicily.

BCA members Stephen & Nancy are experienced coastal and offshore cruisers.  They spent many years
exploring the Great Lakes, Maritimes and west coast of BC on their own boats, as well as crewing for
others in the Caribbean, Scotland, and around Cape Horn.  In 1999 they set off in Fairwyn down the west
coast of North America to Ecuador, continuing through the Panama Canal and the Caribbean and up the
east coast as far as Newfoundland.  In 2008 they crossed the Atlantic and spent several years cruising in
the Med before returning to the Caribbean in 2014.

_______________________________________________
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Vancouver Club Night - May Movie Night: Red Dot on the Ocean

http://currents.bluewatercruising.org/events/vancouver-club-night-may-movie-night-red-dot-ocean/
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A special screening of sailing film ‘Red Dot on the Ocean’ will take place at BCA’s Vancouver Club
Night in May.

Once labeled a “youth-at-risk,” Matt Rutherford risks it all in a death-defying attempt to be the first
person to sail alone and nonstop around North and South America.

Professional sailors called him crazy and declared the journey “a suicide mission.” Braving the icebergs
of the Arctic and the stormy seas of Cape Horn is no easy feat for any sailor…

Sitting in a jail cell at 17, he had an epiphany and began to turn his life around. Rutherford bought his
first sailboat sight unseen on the Internet and learned to sail on the fly. Four years later, he embarked on a
single-handed voyage from the USA to Europe, West Africa and back across the Atlantic to the
Caribbean. He had found his calling.

After reading about Ernest Shackleton and Arctic explorers, Matt became obsessed with sailing alone
through the Northwest Passage – the mostly ice-clogged route through the Arctic linking the Atlantic to
the Pacific. That obsession became a 27,000 mile quest to be the first sailor to circumnavigate the
Americas alone without stopping.

Red Dot on the Ocean is full of surprises. It is beyond inspiring, a film that makes us all feel we can do
and endure more than we imagine.

http://reddotontheocean.com/

_______________________________________________
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All Marinas Are Not Created Equal

http://currents.bluewatercruising.org/articles/marinas-not-created-equal/

After a three day storm of forty-five knot winds, it was a bit of a struggle to raise the hook, but after
wrestling forward  and back, we finally broke the anchor free of its muddy holding in La Playa Cove, San
Diego.  We had spent three months harbour- hopping down the US coast and our next stop would be
Mexico; our chosen destination for sailing “fun in the sun”.
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We departed from San Diego during the early daylight hours so as to avoid the numerous crab traps and
kelp beds within the Bay. Naturally, we had hoped to arrive in Ensenada before nightfall, but the delay
with raising the anchor looked as though this might not be feasible. Once out of the channel, we hoisted
the main and unfurled the jib.  Winds funneled from across the mainland and with lumpy following seas,
we set sail at 6.9 knots.  It was a long day and, as predicted, we rounded Punta San Miguel as the sun was
setting low in the sky.  All light disappeared as we navigated the busy, unfamiliar harbour.

Looking for markers in the dark was no easy feat.  Spotting the green light that flashes every five
seconds, we slowly proceded toward it. However, other expectant markers were absent. I scanned the
waters and looking about, I admired the lights of Ensenada.  That was when I suddenly became aware of a
blinding light flooding the cockpit, followed by a resounding blast of the horn.

Horrors! What I had thought was a stationary vessel turned out to be a moving cruise ship exiting the very
channel we were traversing. Immediately, we deviated 100 feet out of the channel and idled there in the
inky blackness, eyes glued to the depth sounder as the ship passed along our starboard side. The cruise
ship shone its spot light on us again as she passed us by, and we became aware of the passengers
snapping photos of the Canadians with a death wish. With the ship gone, our visibility was greatly
improved. We re-entered the channel and immediately spotted the markers we had difficulty locating
earlier.
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Beyond the breakwaters, we entered a smaller bay leading to four various marinas.  The water showing
not even a ripple upon the surface.  The guide lights for entering Cruiseport Village marina were
confusing, so we consulted the slip guide as to an alternative. We thought it best to enter a marina whose
office was open at this time of night.  Many of the write-ups indicated the offices were closed on the
weekends or were only open until 1400h.  We had arrived after 2000h, and Baja Naval boasted 24 hr
security.  We radioed the marina without success, and decided someone was likely down on the docks.
Thinking we’d have someone to assist us upon arrival, we headed there.

Once tied up, we became aware that within the marina there was an incredible surge. The boat rocked as
if in an exposed anchorage and was not at all comfortable.  Don wandered the docks searching out a more
appropriate slip and we moved ourselves along closer to the ramp.  Although improved, the surge
remained, and it was significant.

Sunday morning arrived and we met the 24-hour security personnel.  He did not speak any English and
with my broken Spanish and the use of charades, we were able to determine that the marina office would
not be open until Monday morning, at which time we could access a pass to the washrooms and showers. 
The system at this particular marina was that it has triple locks.  The first set of locks ensures individuals
cannot access the shore without a key. Hence we could not use the showers or approach the marina
office.  We could however, walk on the docks. The second set of locks allows access to within the boat
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yard, bathrooms and marina office and the third and final set of locks secured the boat yard from the city
itself.  We were like prisoners unable to leave the dock.

It was while roaming the docks, that we ran into old acquaintances traveling on a Westsail 32.  By using
their pass key, we utilized the washrooms and showers, and the four of us went out for fish tacos and
beer.  It was a well-appreciated treat to get off the boat and away from the dock.

While visiting with our new-old friends, Dave and Pete, we learned of their experiences since arriving at
Marina Baja Naval.  It was during the big winds we’d experienced in San Diego that here in Baja Naval
things got nasty.  The surge was causing havoc as the docks heaved and the boats lurched at their
moorings. It necessitated every line owned by the various cruisers to stay secured to the dock. Sometimes,
as many as seven or nine lines were stretched across the empty slips beside them and secured to the
fingers opposite.

Many cruisers in Baja Naval experienced the shock of lines snapping, boats lurching and attempting to
climb up onto the dock.  Our friends, Dave and Pete, however, not only experienced a line breaking, but
the horrendous sound of the Sampson post breaking.  When the Sampson post cracked and was shifted
from its position “it sounded like a cannon had gone off”, explained a witness to the event.  Their boat
narrowly escaped crashing into another moored vessel.
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Normally, anchoring is prohibited behind the breakwater. However, due to the unrelenting winds and big
surge, Baja Naval encouraged boaters to anchor off and charged a decreased moorage fee for the duration
time at anchor.  Dave and Pete felt their fee should have been waived due to the boat damage. However,
as assistance was required to restore the boat, they did not argue the point. So, the couple returned to Baja
Naval Marina and Boat Yard and no responsibility was absorbed by the marina.

Monday morning arrived and after checking in at the marina office, we set off to clear Customs.  At Baja
Naval, the cost to tie up is $1.00 per foot, a little lower than at some of the other marinas. Assistance with
Customs comes at an additional cost of $60.00. We chose to use the free print-out provided and bungled
through the process independently, determined to leave Ensenada the following morning.

During the night, the wind picked up and the surge within the marina increased.  We were up three or four
times throughout the night, adding and re-positioning lines.  On Tuesday morning, we awoke exhausted. 
We had seven lines securing the boat to the dock and worried while the lines stretched and moaned and
the boat heaved itself on and off the dock.  We wondered; what would we do if a line broke or, worse yet,
if something broke on our boat?  Our next destination was 180 miles south, a forty-eight or fifty-hour
passage and we could not see us under-taking this leg of our journey without sufficient rest.  We checked
out from Baja Naval and motored to Cruiseport Village Marina, the newest marina in Ensenada.
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Cruiseport Village Marina was more expensive, charging $1.50 per foot for the first three days, and then
the rates drop.  The longer one is at the marina the lower the cost.  One 40 footer we met had paid a
monthly rate of $400.00 and is currently tied up for $12.00 daily. Here, someone will take you, via the
company vehicle, and provide assistance with Customs/Immigration at no extra cost.  The company
vehicles will also chauffeur you for fuel and drinking water (as there is none in port).  The washroom
facilities are clean and well kept, as are the common areas.  WIFI is not only said to be available here, it is
accessible at the dock. The surge is minimal at Cruiseport, and where we tied up it was not noticeable at
all. I would recommend anyone going through Customs in Ensenada to utilize the Cruiseport Village
Marina, as their services are superb.  In addition, you’ll sleep like a baby. Sometimes paying a few extra
dollars is worth a good night’s sleep.

After speaking to cruisers who have stayed at the various marinas, it is evident that surge within the
Ensenada basin is a fact of life.  Those who stayed at Marina Coral also experienced difficulty with tidal
surge.  Some Marina Coral clientele also anchored off during the storm.  Around the corner in Juanitos
Boats, one vessel sank while tied to the dock, due to the configuration of their breakwater,

Cruiseport Village Marina has the least surge problem.  So, remember, do your homework; because not
all marinas are created equal.

About The Author

Don and Heather Cudmore

Buenaventura - Hans Christian 33

Don and Heather purchased their first sailboat in 1999 and are members in good standing with Bluewater
Cruising Association. Excited to no longer be dreamers, they are harbour hopping down the US coast.
These Doers are presently anchored in the bay of San Diego. Next stop Mexico.  

_______________________________________________
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