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Easter Transit

http://currents.bluewatercruising.org/articles/easter-transit/

April 16, 2017: Happy Easter! We celebrated this year by, ho hum, transiting the Panama Canal in our
own boat. Everyone gets to experience that, right? Wow, this was definitely a bucket list kind of day. Our
day started early. We woke up at 4:30am to prepare the boat to get off the dock as soon as our line
handlers, who were supposed to arrive at 5am, showed up so that we could be at the appropriate buoy to
have our advisor dropped off at 6am by pilot boat. The procedure is that you wait by one of the buoys that
mark the Canal traffic zone, usually between buoy 2 to 4, but 6 is right outside our marina, so we asked
Flemenco Station permission to wait there, which was perfectly fine. Good thing too, as our line handlers
showed up at 5:53am. Yikes. All of a sudden it’s “hurry hard”!

We quickly untied the last dock line and scurried out past the anchorage. We were at the buoy in time for
them to drop off our advisor, Moses. It was a sign that on Easter we were assigned Moses – we couldn’t
have gotten a better person. He knew our two line handlers and could count on them, and they were
thrilled to see Moses, telling us he was very good. Jose and Juan, the line handlers, are 18 and 20 years
old and going to university; they make money by hiring themselves out as line handlers. They each get
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$100 for the job and were well worth every cent. Despite arriving late, they were “professionalism
personified”. They knew exactly what needed to be done all day long, without any input from our
advisor.

So a little about how a private vessel transits the Canal. The Canal authority classifies any boat under 65
feet as a private vessel. Private vessels are assigned a Canal Port Authority advisor, whose regular job can
be anywhere within the Canal and they “volunteer” to transit with boats on their days off. However, they
do get paid by the Authority to do so; $400 for 8 hours and $600 for anything over eight hours. Lucky for
us, Moses’ day job is training and supervising the tug boats (he ran a tug for years), so he has a ton of
experience, understands how to maneuver a boat, and has been an advisor for many years. A private boat
is  required to have 4 line handlers, 2 for the bow and 2 for the stern.

 Line from Grinn loosely looped around the monkey fist being walked to the bollard in the first Miraflores
lock

There are a lot of different configurations for private vessels to go through the lock. The center chamber
is the most work, as we were advised that you may have to get close to the wall on one side to receive the
two monkey fists and then motor across to the other side for those two monkey fists, then back to the
middle, and then all four line handlers work hard to keep you in the center. That was our our friends’
experience. Brad’s experience, when he was line handling, was that they just threw the monkey fists
across to the boat in the center of the lock, no maneuvering required to get close. You can be side-tied to a
tug or a ferry, which is tied to the lock wall. This is absolutely no work for you, other than tying yourself
to the tug and untying yourself very quickly before he moves forward to the next lock. You can also be
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rafted up with one or two other boats, with one of the boats doing the maneuvering for the whole group of
you, for the most part. Once you enter a lock you have a Canal employee on the wall, who throws you a
monkey fist, hopefully to the bow of your boat, which is nowhere near your solar panels, and then a line
handler wraps the monkey fist around the loop in the 150 foot line on your boat and the worker walks
with your boat as you move forward with the light trailer line, until they are near the bollard you will be
tied to, where they start pulling the monkey fist up until they are able to slip your looped line over the
bollard. Then it is up to the line handlers to take in or pay out line as you are up-locking and down-
locking, to keep your bow facing forward and your boat off the concrete walls!

Once we arrived just short of the first Miraflores Lock, we were instructed to come alongside Quicksilver
to side tie to them so we could lock through as a unit. Brad did an excellent job of approaching them and
maneuvering our boat alongside and Jose and Juan got us tied up fast – bow and stern – with our rented
150 foot lines and a couple of our dock lines as spring lines. Because we rafted with another sailboat, it
meant that our boat only used two of our line handlers, meaning if you hired two professionals as we did,
you get to enjoy the experience and take lots of pictures, or work as teams of two, with breaks for both if
you have friends on board.

 Rafted up and watching the ship tuck in behind us in the Gatun Locks

Brad was the star of the day. He did all the driving for the raft, with Moses only occasionally asking 
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Quicksilver’s skipper to help out with a small forward or backward thrust to keep us from getting
cockeyed in the lock chamber. Essentially, we became a catamaran – two hulls with two motors so we
could maneuver like a twin screw boat if needed. Our boat was the heavier boat, so we did most of the
maneuvering through the locks. Brad did an amazing job and we were never in any hairy situations. Our
advisor would tell both boats when to go forward or back; make course adjustments and how hard to
throttle up or down. He also communicated with the Canal workers on the lock walls, telling them to
hurry if needed; and also all line handlers on both boats, telling them when to loosen the lines so we could
move forward into the next lock. The advisor on Quicksilver coordinated the rafting up process and also
kept an eye on the fenders between our two boats, asked for adjustments on occasion, and was hands-on
with their line handlers, who were fellow cruisers. They had never line handled before and volunteered to
do it for the experience, before bringing their own boats through. Everyone worked together like a well-
oiled machine. As a side note, the advisor also does all the communication with the Canal Authority via
the Flemenco and Cristobal Stations (the Canal’s air traffic control) as soon as he is on board and until he
leaves your vessel, giving them your updated positions and coordinating and timing whether you can get
through the second set of locks on the same day. We were extremely fortunate to be able to complete our
transit in one day.

 Bottoms up. Getting walked forward to lock three; Door 68 tucked into the wall ready to close behind us

The locks are incredible to see up close. Each lock has two sets of steel doors, for ease of maintenance
and in case a cargo ship can’t stop and crashes into one door.  In that situation the second set of doors
will hold the water in. Moses told us the dam in Gatun Lake is there to hold the water in the lake. When
the area was first flooded to operate the locks, it took three years to fill Gatun Lake to the required depth.
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At today’s rainfall levels, it is estimated that it would take six years to fill the lake. So if a lock was
breached and let out too much water, not only would the repair to that lock slow up the Canal, but, if it
were so severe that they weren’t able to keep water within the locks, both lanes of the original locks
would be affected and operations ceased. If there was a catastrophic breach anywhere in the lake and too
much water was let out of the lake, the Canal would not be able to operate until the levels were high
enough again. If the breach was so catastrophic that the lake would empty, it could take potentially six
years before the Canal could operate again! No bueno.

 Turbulence behind the big ships when the lock opens

For the first set of three locks, we were in the lock behind a large cargo ship, the Silver Euplecta. Beside
us in the next lock was Holland America’s Veendam. For the second set of locks, we were in front of the
large cargo ship, Cos Knight. Although they are huge and were relatively close, there was still empty
water between us. It is impressive to watch the white water rapids come towards you when you are behind
one; they give their prop a little twist to help the mules move them forward to the next lock. Moses had us
wait until the prop wash calmed down again before the lines were slackened off so we could move
forward, so it really didn’t affect us as our line handlers kept us straight. When you are in front of cargo
ships, they wait until you are tied up again to the bollards before they begin moving forward.
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 Our first view of the Caribbean side of the continent

Once we were through the last Gatun Lock, we needed to drop Moses off onto a pilot boat in an area they
call the flats. We were told that if we arrived after dark we could anchor there, but I can’t see where. It’s
an industrial port where cargo ships come and go and offload sea cans 24 hours a day. There definitely
wouldn’t be much sleep happening, that’s for sure. As it turned out, we headed towards Shelter Bay
Marina in the dwindling light of sunset and didn’t quite make it into the Marina before dark. Shelter Bay
itself advises against coming in at night, as there is an uncharted reef that extends 150 metres out from the
mouth of the Marina and too many boats have hit that reef on the way in.
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 Pilot boat picking up our adviser. We are through!

We crossed the ship anchorage in plenty of light. Our advice there is to keep a watchful eye on the large
ships as you go behind them, and don’t assume that they are raising their anchor to leave, as they may
just be re-anchoring and will be backing down on it at an alarmingly fast pace right towards you! As we
approached the “marked” channel leading to Shelter Bay, we lost the last light of the day. Not every
green buoy has a working light on it. The most crucial green buoy, the last one marking the channel
before the reef, did not have a working light and they are quite small and hard to see in the dark. You
would think they would be maintained properly, given the number of boats lately that have hit that reef!
You definitely don’t want to cut corners coming in here. Also, you want to keep the port side of your
boat close to the green and yellow marina buoys, not in the middle of the channel halfway between the
breakwater and the buoys, as would be your natural instinct. The channel is shallow in places and gets
worse the closer to the breakwater you get. There are also two cell towers on shore, one that looks like a
lighthouse that you line up with until you get to the mouth of the Marina. We thankfully got in safely with
the help of our experienced line handlers, and Brad, having been in there on another boat,volunteered for
us as a line handler.

What we have learned that may be of interest to those who are planning to transit the Canal: we opted to
hire an agent for various reasons, but one was we were hoping that having an agent would bump us up in
the schedule when the Canal decided to schedule a rally type of crossing for the 24 private vessels. We
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did get through a week earlier than our original date of April 25, but a boat that was given the date of
April 24 and who did not hire an agent, transited a week before us. It seems that the key to success is to
call the Canal Authority every day to ask about your transit day, until they schedule you early to get rid of
you. That seemed to work for a couple of boats we happened to speak with. We highly recommend Erick
Galvez with Centenario & Co – he responded very quickly to emails, is efficient and thorough, provided
excellent fenders and lines, and hired two very experienced line handlers, as promised. When we phoned
to tell him our line handlers hadn’t arrived yet at 5:45, he quickly called them and phoned us right back
saying they would be there in 7 minutes … and they were. And then just as Moses had got on board and
was saying hello, Erick called us back to ensure we were okay and to apologize that the line handlers
were late. Professional and great service!

The Canal wait times were three weeks when we went through, and the Canal put through 24 boats from
the Caribbean to the Pacific in an effort to shorten those times on Easter weekend. Most, if not all, of
those boats were doing the Puddlejump to French Polynesia and needed to get started before the hurricane
season. The Canal put 12 boats through as a group on Friday, no large ship in with them, overnighting on
Gatun Lake and finishing on Saturday, and 12 boats on Sunday that finished on Monday. That is the way
they put rallies like the ARC through, and that takes a lot of advisors and a lot of monkey-fist-throwing
employees on the wall.

Very important advice for those following us through the Canal: Do not rely too heavily on the expertise
of your line handlers just because they are your agent’s “best guy” and have done it a hundred times. Our
friends were put through the Gatun Locks very late in the day, and went against their gut instinct to
anchor out for the night. Instead, they followed the advice of their agent to rely on the local knowledge
and expertise of their line handler who then, unbeknownst to them, took a shortcut into Shelter Bay where
they ended up on the uncharted reef. They had to call a Mayday in 30 knot winds and building seas, and
their sailboat is still on the hard being repaired. It is a mystery how or why it happened, when the reef is
well-known by all the locals and their line handler was indeed a local who lives in Colon. We also heard
that two other boats ran aground after being told to go outside of the Canal traffic zone markers, to allow
the cargo ship behind them plenty of room to pass. They were able to eventually rock themselves back
into deeper water, but it is important to stay within the channel markers everywhere within the Canal
Zone. It is unclear who advised them to get out of the way, as we heard this information third hand. If you
want to know more about the uncharted reef and where it is, check the discussion on Noonsite.

Most importantly, enjoy the experience. We sure did!

About The Author

Aline & Brad McDougall

Grinn II - Hunter 49

Brad & Aline started full-time cruising in 2014. After enjoying the Baja HaHa they cruised Mexico for
two years and in 2017 year they sailed further south. Grinn II is currently in the Bocas Del Toro area of
Panama. They will continue exploring and enjoying until it stops being fun.
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Sailing South

http://currents.bluewatercruising.org/articles/sailing-south/

We are Eric, Karoline and Kona (a brindled Doberman cross). We escaped the rat race to sail our 34’
1988 Catalina Blackdragon down the Pacific Coast to distant shores, at the beginning of Summer 2017.
We lived aboard, prepared the boat for offshore cruising, and learned to sail only one and a half years
before we took the big left at the entrance of Juan de Fuca Strait. So you see, anything really is possible!

While we lived aboard, Karoline worked her full time corporate office job in order to save money for boat
repairs and the upcoming cruising fun. As much as she would love to retire, she will need to find a source
of revenue. Karoline hopes to do this by way of creating websites, managing social media accounts,
writing, and blogging, among other ideas. Eric was originally in the web development industry, but
shifted gears and decided to work full time on Blackdragon, with a never-ending list of projects. Kona
only joined the family as a 3 month year old puppy in January 2017, and has adjusted well to the motion
of the ocean.
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Blackdragon has made it to Mexico before, with its prior owners, so it was quite seaworthy to begin with;
but we still had some projects to complete before we could set sail into the proverbial sunset. We installed
a Spectra Watermaker; a new SSB ICOM radio; re-embedded chain plates; installed a new Autohelm; re-
embedded the keel; replaced all the hatch lenses and port lights, fixed all the other things that broke along
the way, etc… you know how it goes! We have heard these words of wisdom and will repeat it; plan to
only complete 50% of your list before you leave home port, and the rest when you arrive in Mexico.

Although we have made it to southern California, we are still learning so much about sailing and the
general cruising lifestyle. We talk to a lot of fellow sailors; watch YouTube videos; read, read and read.
More importantly, we find we are “learning on the job”, which seems to stick pretty quick!

We plan to participate in the Baja HaHa leaving from San Diego at the end of October (along with
approximately six other BCA boats). The HaHa is a cruising rally that will take us into Cabo San Lucas,
Mexico, with stops in Turtle Bay and Bahia Santa Maria.  We look forward to being surrounded by
friendly salts in warm weather, and the inexpensive tacos and margaritas! We plan to spend the holiday
season in the Sea of Cortez, as friends and family will fly out to join us to celebrate. Follow our blog to
stay posted on our adventures.

About The Author

Eric Carpentier & Karoline Monkvik

Blackdragon - Catalina 34

Eric, Karoline and Kona, their brindled doberman cross, are members of the Fleet 2017. They left this
Summer for sunnier climes and are on their way to Mexico, where they will spend one season in the Sea
of Cortez.

_______________________________________________
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Thailand (or is it Tie Land?)

http://currents.bluewatercruising.org/articles/thailand-tie-land/

As we roam the distant seas of the globe on our circumnavigation, we have come across various
wonderful places that have a draw that can pull you in and tie you up, making it hard to leave. Thailand is
one of those places.

Phuket, Thailand and vicinity is on the route of most sailors circling the globe and many, like us, stay
longer than expected for so many good reasons. In fact, some end up ‘tied to Thailand’ and never
leave. Phuket, an island floating in the Andaman Sea in the southwest part of Thailand, is popular for
vacationers from around the world. Even though it’s abuzz with tourist trappings and typical beach
scenes, it is easy to be absorbed in the Thai hospitality and culture. For sailors, this port of call beckons
with its full array of marine facilities, services (good cheap labour) and supplies (not so cheap). Then
between boat jobs and land travel, island cruising in the area is spectacular. It was not uncommon to find
single male sailors who end up here losing their independence to the lure of the lovelies. Oh yes, did I
mention the delicious and inexpensive food? We knew we wanted to spend a good deal of time here for a
full Thailand experience, which would include inland travels, boat refurbishing and upgrades, and island
cruising. It would also act as a base for Sea Turtle, as we did land ventures further into Asia.
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Thailand offers two types of Tourist Visas. The most common is a 30-day Visa upon arrival from a
foreign country. The other option is getting a Visa in advance and prior to arrival, obtained at a Thai
Embassy abroad. The latter can get you a 2-month Visa, which can be extended for an additional 30 days
once inside the country. Once the Visa time period is up though, you would have to do a Visa run, exiting
the country and then returning to start the Visa clock ticking again. So, for our extended times here, we
took advantage of both types of Visas, coinciding Visa runs with other trips to nearby countries. Sailboats
are given a duty free period of 6 months, after which many sailors do a 24-hour passage down the coast to
the lovely Langkawi islands in Malaysia.

When we first arrived in Phuket, the priority was buying a suitable motorcycle for booting around locally
and for some planned, long road trips. In Thailand, and Asia for that matter, there is a plethora of
motorcycles and scooters. It’s the preferred mode of transportation. They’re very affordable and are the
best means of quickly getting from A to B in the congested city streets. As well as for personal use (it’s
not uncommon to see a family of as many as five squeezed on them), many are used and adapted for a
variety of mercantile uses. But driving here is a daunting experience for the uninitiated. When these
otherwise laid-back people get behind the wheel (or handlebars), they turn into maniacs who drive like
they are trying to outrun a ticking time bomb tied to their butts. Scooters weave in and out and between
traffic, squeezing through gaps with barely an inch to spare at Mach speeds, even with mom sitting
behind riding side saddle carrying a little one. Helmets you say? It’s law for adults to wear them, but
loosely adhered to and their youngsters with no helmets are nominees for the Darwin Awards. Every
other day, we would see the results of two objects trying to occupy the same space, the upshot of that is
detritus strewn along the pavement like remnants of a yard sale. It is quite common to see farangs
(foreigners) with road rash, the cost of initiation. Survival requires the intensity of that needed to play
video games, combined with driving defensively, keeping up with and blending in with the flow, and not
making any sudden manoeuvres.
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 Ready to do intrepid road travels

The next priority on our agenda was having some significant work, maintenance and upgrades done to 
Sea Turtle. We employed a work crew to refurbish most of the interior teak that had seen over 30 years of
use; installation of new ports; decks repainted; a new sail from the world-renowned Rolly Tasker sail loft
here; adding a solar panel; new batteries; some stainless steel work, etc. Then, it was time to hit the road
on our new to us (but used) steed, a Honda Phantom 200. Our first excursion was a round trip up into
Thailand’s interior, exiting over the mighty Mekong, through the infamous Golden Triangle in northern
Laos, and traveling its length and breadth, before returning thrilled and tired back to Sea Turtle.

For the sake of brevity here (the finer details of our travels are expanded in our blog entries), the
highlights were, for Thailand, cruising the verdant hills of the north where we visited the villages of the
Karen people (aka Longnecks), an interlude in the laid-back atmosphere of the city of Chiang Mai, most
of which is set within the ancient moat and walls, and the sites and remains of the early capitals of Siam.
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 Humble Longneck/Karen woman busy at her craft

Highlights in the much less traveled Laos, a country lagging in progress: we navigated intrepid roads to
find the puzzling relics on the Plain of Jars in the north, and lingered in quaint towns on the Mekong with
enduring charm of past French colonialism. A later motorcycle road trip took us through Cambodia, with
the main attraction there, of course, being Angkor Wat; then tripping round South Vietnam, before the
return trip back again to Phuket and to waiting Sea Turtle.

As an adventure motorcyclist, the pièce de résistance is riding a classic Royal Enfield through the
Himalayas. Being relatively close, we had to do it and, of course, with the excuse that we needed to do a
Visa run. So off we flew from Bangkok to India’s low land town of Bagdogra. From there it was a cliff
hanging 4×4 road up to Darjeeling, by way of perilous roads I named ‘Jar-deeling’, due to the bone-
jarring roughness. Darjeeling is in the Indian district of Sikkim, an area of the Himalayas sandwiched
between Bhutan and Nepal. It gained its distinction as a hill station for the British forces protecting the
north frontier, and as a cool retreat for the British elite seeking respite from the sweltering lowlands. It
sits atop a ridge overlooking steep slopes coated in tea plantations, all under the watchful eye of the
majestic Kangchenjun, the 3rd highest mountain peak in the world.

We rented a classic Royal Enfield 500, and spent the most glorious one week of intrepid riding through
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the remote and rugged terrain. The quote by Hunter S. Thompson sums it up best: “Life should not be a
journey to the grave with the intention of arriving safely in a pretty and well preserved body, but rather to
skid in broadside in a cloud of smoke, thoroughly used up, totally worn out, and loudly proclaiming
‘Wow! What a Ride!’”

 Adventure
riding in Himalayas with Kangchenjun in background

When I married Judy, I’m not sure she knew what she signed on for. But she is a trooper, and for sure,
she loves every minute of it.

Yet another intermission from the Thailand that ‘ties’, was a flight to Vietnam. We were mesmerized
with the bustle of Hanoi center, where its streets and sidewalks were its theater. Everyone moved with a
serious purpose. The special time is when dusk transforms the busy sidewalks into a social affair, where
these little people meet at the literal sidewalk eateries, sitting on short kiddy-type tables and chairs, while
open-air fires cooked up delicious Vietnamese dishes.

Not far from Hanoi is Halong Bay, where we took a 2-day cruise through the magical islands that inspire
the Asian water color scenes of towering limestone islands protruding out of the sea, showered in mist.
Other high points of the trip were a venture up into the mountains against the Chinese border; to trek the
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near vertical terrain covered in terraced rice paddies of Sapa as far as the eye could see; and then down to
the center of Vietnam to Hoi An, a quaint seaside town rich in history of trade with the Europeans of a
previous era.

 Eons of
terracing has sculpted the Vietnam mountain sides

Later, after a time again back in Phuket, another Visa expiry crept up on us. This time it was Katmandu,
Nepal calling – as if we hadn’t had enough mountainous experiences! It was a short trip, but it gave us
the essence of the place, which is to say the clock of time has dawdled over the ages, as seen in the
practices and culture. We glimpsed the impressive Annapurna Range, wandered the architectural
antiquities – many of which were destroyed or badly damaged in a recent, devastating earthquake – and
ambled the labyrinth of narrow alleys where tiny shop vendors beckoned, ‘Come in, free to look’. Gems,
tapestries, art and crafts were abundant.

From our base in Phuket, we also cruised the fairy tale islands in the Gulf of Phuket. Many of these
limestone islands are towering vertical columns, some with beaches and caves. We even used the dinghy
to creep through caves so long that it was pitch black, then, when the sky reappeared, we were in an
interior chamber. Magical. Then out into the clear Andaman Sea, we visited lovely islands all the way up
to the Myanmar border.
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 Mystical islands of Thailand

When it came time to have Sea Turtle exit Thailand, the pretty Islands of Langkawi in Malaysia was the
place to take her. It’s a short, 24-hour sail south, where along the way we could stop at island beaches all
to ourselves. Malaysia gives 90-day Visas upon arrival, with the easiest official check-in procedures we
have ever encountered. And Sea Turtle is allowed to stay indefinitely!

So there are many good reasons why sailors get tied to this place, but the other reason is that to continue
west past this point, it can be intimidating. Piracy history to the north, the rough south Indian Ocean, and
the treacherous Cape of Good Hope can put a certain measure of fear in the most seasoned sailor. So
needless to say, many sailors who have sailed many thousands of miles, end up staying for months if not
permanently here, shuttling back and forth from Langkawi to Thailand. Or should I say Tie Land?

As for us, we had the itch to move on, to continue our circumnavigation. Our plan had been to avoid the
Somalia piracy threat and do the Cape, rounding South Africa. However after a lot of surfing the web, we
learned that the multinational coalition forces have virtually put a halt to piracy in the North Indian Ocean
and Arabian Sea. And as we really wanted to cruise the Eastern Mediterranean, we decided to take the
shorter route through the Red Sea. So, unlike many others, we were able to break the bonds that tied us up
in Thailand, and made our escape. We have made it past Somalia, up the Red Sea and Gulf of Suez,
transited the Suez Canal and are now in the Med, again on our serendipitous journey to landfalls of
dreams ahead.

                                   20 / 72



Currents
The Official Magazine of the Bluewater Cruising Association

About The Author

Jordan & Judy Mills

Sea Turtle IV - Endurance Centre-Cockpit 35'

Jordan & Judy Mills have been members of BCA since 2005. They embarked on their circumnavigation
in 2009 from Victoria on SV Sea Turtle IV, an Endurance 35. With over 36,000 NM under the keel so far,
they have seen many faraway places like Easter Island, South Chile, Galapagos, and did the coconut run
summering in New Zealand. Then it was over to Indonesia and SE Asia. It wasn’t all sailing; they have
done extensive land travels along the way. Most recently they did the Red Sea passage and are in the Med
(Summer 2017). As they say, it’s all downhill from there.

_______________________________________________
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Pan Pan in Tahiti

http://currents.bluewatercruising.org/articles/pan-pan-tahiti/

It’s been one hell of a week on Coastal Drifter. Having arrived in Papeete, we had planned to enjoy a
week of rejuvenation, sightseeing, exploring new restaurants, getting reacquainted with old friends, and
catching up with the world after spending the last 6 months incommunicado. The only reason I’m telling
you about my week is because it may help prepare someone else, or make you rethink your strategies
based on what happened to us. This is true, and can happen.

They say bad things happen in three’s and I hope to heaven that is true! First, our second freezer packed
it in. I know, I’m whining especially because we know lots of cruisers who don’t have any refrigerators
at all. But it was full! We had to gash everything. Second incident was misplacing our passports; scary,
but all turned out well in the end.

The third, and hopefully the final event happened only two nights ago. We almost lost Coastal Drifter.

We were out on a mooring ball in Marina Taina. We had just swapped out our bilge pump for a larger
one, and a new float switch. Well, guess what? It failed! Yes, folks, it did!
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Here’s what happened. Phil and I were out all day and when we returned we didn’t notice anything
amiss. Everything was normal, I was busy making dinner while Phil was on the Net. Suddenly Phil says
“my feet are wet!” I checked the hatches and portholes because we have had a lot of rain lately, but found
nothing leaking. I pulled up the cover for the bilge and to my horror it was full! Our bilge is very deep!
Phil can stand up in it so let’s say 5-6 ft? Our engine and batteries were submerged in sea water.

I immediately switched off the electricity, while Phil attached our emergency pump. Nothing!

For some reason, I’d been soaking clothes in the two galley sinks so I unplugged them to let the water
drain, so we could start bailing water from the bilge to the sinks, which are next to each other but
independent drains. Phil said the water level hadn’t changed. We closed all the through hulls, and Phil
told me to prepare the ditch bag and declare a Pan Pan.

I tried to raise the Marina but no luck; they were closed for the day. I requested help on three other
stations that I knew were in use by cruisers: 74, 16 and 09 the airport control. I got one reply from 
Fandango. Out of 70 boats in the anchorage, only one had its radio on! Thankfully, Ian and his wife,
Leslie immediately jumped into their dingy, bringing with them another pump. Phil wired in the new
pump from the battery, hoping it was still viable, while Ian and Leslie bailed water from the bilge into the
cockpit using 5 gallon buckets. I finally got the JRCC on the radio, declared a Pan Pan and started a
dialogue with them; describing our problem, our location, and what assistance we required.

I found that my and their language skills were a barrier, not strong enough to clearly get the information
across. They sent a fire truck to the dock – we were on a mooring ball! They didn’t have a boat to send
another pump to us. I knew then help was not coming. So I asked them to keep in contact with us every
10 minutes, while we would try to get the situation under control as best we could. Phil and Ian found the
cause:  sea water had siphoned into the bilge and the pump failed. The sink has been acting as a vent all
this time, and in the past, the force of the old pump would pop the plug out of the sink and allow the
water to drain, but not so with the new one.

After a long hour and a half, we had enough water bailed out that we could assess our situation better. I
then realized we were not going to sink that night. Even though we thought we knew what the problem
was, we set an hourly alarm to check the bilge. No more water came in.
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 Phil and
Vasli carefully taking the engine apart

In the morning, Ian and Leslie returned at the crack of dawn to help where they could, and it was decided
to ask the Marina to tow us into a dock so we could try and get the engine running and see what we could
salvage after this whole ordeal. The Marina was very good; within the hour they had a crew to us, and we
were under tow to the safety of a sturdy dock.  Another friend, Vasili, on Olgalou heard us request a tow
and offered to help us with the engine, as he is a diesel mechanic. We gratefully accepted.
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 Engine re-
assembly

In the last two long days, Phil and Vasili have been working and have successfully got the engine running
again after three oil changes, some rewiring of the starter and glow plugs. Thankfully, we are OK, we
only lost a few things that we can replace.

Lessons Learned

Be self reliant when the emergency happens, there might not be help when needed
Even though there are lots of boats around, don’t assume that they will have their VHFs on,
because they have to conserve electricity, a common practice.
No one on neighboring boats responded to my bell ringing, yelling, and whistling?

Best Practices

Install two independent float switches with a bilge alarm
When installing your emergency pump, ensure that the pumping mechanism, at least, is installed
lower than the water level of your boat. Physics is a bitch!
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Install a vented air loop

Things That Were Good

Because we had to turn off our power, our many solar lights worked very well to give enough
light to work in and light up the boat
The two hand-held radios worked well to communicate with other parties, as there was no power
for our main VHS

Being Thankful

I will always be thankful to Fandango and Olgalou for their quick response in our time of need, and have
a little surprise for each of them when we have them over for a “Thank you” spaghetti dinner. Without
their help, we would not have had a good outcome and I would probably be sitting in some hotel room
waiting to fly home while writing this, instead of being in the comfort of our cockpit on our beloved 
Coastal Drifter. I don’t think either couple knows how much they mean to us. To them it was just
helping out, but to us it meant everything! Another case of another’s unselfish, generous act of helping
others help. May the Universe smile upon them forever!

About The Author

Deb and Phil Perfitt

Coastal Drifter - Folkes 42 Sloop

After 32 years in the RCAF, Deb and Phil made Victoria their home in 2013, only to set sail aboard their
beloved Coastal Drifter one year later. With two young granddaughters aboard as crew, they headed south
to Mexico where they spent three seasons. Deb and Phil then set their sights on the South Pacific, arriving
in French Polynesia in May 2017.

_______________________________________________
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Currently Cruising Updates - November 2017

http://currents.bluewatercruising.org/articles/currently-cruising-updates-november-2017/

As recently announced, the Currents editorial team looks forward to sharing updates and highlights from
the many BCA members who are cruising the world.  Here are the first updates from the Mediterranean,
South Pacific and the North American west coast.

Kevin Bourgeois, Ocean Dream III, Fleet of 2017

The photo above was taken at Mandal, Norway on June 18, 2017. This was our last stop before crossing
the North Sea to Scotland. As we entered the harbour, I noticed a boat beside us with the Canadian flag!
The first one since we arrived in Sweden at the beginning of May. They are Bluewater Cruising members:
the Yuill family aboard Fast Tracks!   Small world. My son Richard is on the left. I am next to him.
Behind the BCA pennant is little Emily Yuill with her Mom Sara. Deryk Yuill is 3rd from left (back).
Also in the photo are Grayson and Pat Connor (Paradise Divide) from Colorado, and their two friends,
Elenise and Jacques Berther.  The stern of Ocean Dream III is on the left.  We are currently in Sardinia
(early October), headed for Sicily. In November, we will leave the boat for a few months (in Greece?) and
come home. Here’s my blog, for those who are interested.

Glen and Mary Wilson, Danica I, Fleet of 2017
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 Glen and Mary with Danica I

This photo of us was taken in Rhodes, Greece and we are now sailing down the coast to Lindos (late
September).  We left Turkey after two months, including a bus tour to ancient sites and natural mineral
ponds called Pamukkale. Our plan is to continue to sail the Greek Islands as a shake down cruise. We are
preparing for offshore next year. We plan to winter Danica I in Marmaris, Turkey and pick her up in
April. We will cross the Atlantic in the fall and spend time in the Caribbean, if all goes well. We are
planning a 360 but we shall see.

Margaret Krause and Monty Clemens, Whistler, w/ Fiona McGlynn and
Robin Urquhart, MonArk, Fleet of 2015
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 This photo was taken in September 2017, at Savusavu market, Fiji.

We were in the Savusavu market, and heard a young woman asking a gal at one of the produce stands
about what to do with jackfruit. After she got the cooking suggestions, she responded she would make a
“Canadian curry”. We asked where the couple was from and they responded “Canada”, and we said “us
too”. We asked where from and they said “BC” and we said, “us too”. They were Fiona McGlynn and
Robin Urquhart from MonArk, from North Vancouver.

We asked them to come over for a visit on Whistler, but they were getting ready to leave Savusavu for
the west coast of Viti Levu the next day.

We had a brief visit with them on their boat. We discussed when they left BC and found we had all been
BCA and Fleet members around the same time. We agreed how valuable being members of BCA and
Fleet had been in preparing for cruising.

Neil and Cheryl Turner, Phoenix I, Fleet of 2017
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 Cheryl and Neil Turner, Phoenix I, with crew Caitlin and Garry (onboard)

We are in San Diego (mid-October), preparing our boat for five months of cruising, departing soon.  We
will be in the Sea of Cortez. We would have loved to have taken the Fleet training, but we had to go!
We’re learning on the job! Here’s our blog, please share.

Andy and Jill Cross, Yahtzee, Fleet of 2017
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 Andy and Jill Cross with their kids aboard Yahtzee

Editor’s Note: BCA members Andy and Jill Cross have shared their blog on the BCA website for the past
couple of years, but it was still a surprise to read that instead of turning south from Alaska to California
this year, they decided to stay put for a while in Seward. Andy explains part of what led to that decision
in one of his recent blogs:

. . . When I was back in the Puget Sound area for the Wooden Boat Festival in early September, I talked
to a lot of folks about our summer, our plans and cruising in Alaska. Friends and other sailors were
overwhelmingly supportive and excited about our latest endeavor. But I also got a few comments and
questions about why we didn’t follow the very well worn path south down the coast. In essence, what we
were doing was unusual compared to most cruisers from the Pacific Northwest, who literally cannot wait
to make the “big left turn”. To them, our decision was utterly baffling.

“Why?” they asked. “The sun, sand and better weather are all south!”

In the grand scheme of things, our decision to stay north wasn’t that much of a surprise. What we
shouldn’t have done was tried to plan so far ahead. We know that never works — for us at least.

By looking too far ahead to the future, we risk living outside the moment instead of in it. Fortunately, we
caught ourselves, which comes with the experience of doing this time and again. In our years of cruising,
we’ve learned that we shouldn’t get caught up in wishing away time to be somewhere else and over-
planning an adventure. Because very few real adventures are planned to every detail, years or months in
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advance. What’s the fun in that?

The reality is that every cruiser has a varied set of goals and plans, and a different way of making them
work. No one set of plans is right or wrong or good or bad, they’re just different. That’s part of what
makes living and cruising on a sailboat so amazing. And it doesn’t matter where in the world you are. For
new or less experienced cruisers, my one piece of advice from this would be: Don’t overdo the planning.
Just get out and start sailing and let the plans come later.

Cruising to us has never been a planned endeavor of, “We’re leaving for 1 year or 2 years or 5 and going
along this exact route.” It’s a lifelong thing. And it’s a big old world out there. We figure, why put time
and place limits on it? Instead, let’s take the time to enjoy life and the places we’re in now, and see what
happens next.

Sure, staying in Alaska wasn’t “the plan” a few months ago. But hey, who needs those plans anyway?
Not us.

Brian Short and Glenda Wray, Carpe Ventus, Fleet of 2017

 Glenda and Brian

Editor’s Note: When Currents first contacted Brian about contributing a photo to the Currently Cruising
Updates, he and his crewmate, Guy Gauvin, had arrived in San Fransisco;  Glenda had just arrived. Since
then, he has continued down the coast and most recently posted this to his blog:
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As most of you know, I am a Unitarian. I have gone to three Sunday services at various cities down the
coast, but Oct 22nd I found myself at a different sort of service. I was on night watch from 0400 to 0800.
A new moon meant that all the stars were visible. Alone in the cockpit, I see the Milky Way as a thin
cloud that stretches from the east to the west and wonder at the countless stars that make up our Galaxy.
Somewhere up there, a bit of space dust hurtling through the universe since time began, flashes a brilliant
white streak across the sky that lasts for about one second. I am reminded how brief my time here on
Earth is, and how minuscule my being, in the vastness of what I see. Let your light shine.

The meteor shower lasts the night and I can see how the earth is turning,  as the constellations stand firm
as we rotate ever westward. It is a calm night and we are moving slowly under sail, which allows me to
hear the dolphins breathing as they prance around the boat. The first hint of light commences about an
hour before sunrise and the new day slides into my almanac. All is well and I am so grateful for being
alive, for being here and for moving forward. What a trip.

_______________________________________________
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Travel Insurance While Cruising

http://currents.bluewatercruising.org/articles/travel-insurance-cruising/

Like many of you, when we left for our big cruising adventure this past August, we debated the need for
medical insurance while traveling through the U.S.

We finally opted for coverage with BCAA and their underwriter Tugo, a Richmond, BC  based company.
We’d often bought travel insurance with BCAA while on trips in the U.S. and appreciated the somewhat
affordable premiums and the ease of buying insurance, since we’d been BCAA members for close to 20
years.

Insurance is a weird thing, you’re paying for something you hope you won’t need. In our case, the
unlikely event happened pretty early on.

We had spent a few weeks around San Francisco, after a 6 day downwind sail and some motoring trip
from Neah Bay. From San Francisco, we had started our way down the coast, with stops at Moss
Landing, Monterey, and Pebble Beach.
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After a few days holed up in Carmel, waiting for weather to take us to the Channel Islands, we finally got
going. There is one last point of land one has to clear before getting to southern California: Point
Conception, and like many headlands sticking out into the Pacific, it can get a bit nasty given high winds
and swell.

So we made it to San Miguel, the northern most Channel Island. Rugged, steep cliffs surround Cuyler
Harbour. We thought the steep cliffs on the northwest side of the bay would be perfect protection from
the general NW wind flow. We were somewhat wrong. The winds do flow from the NW, but they
sneakily ride over the cliff and tumble down over the anchorage. They do that on the clock, from about
1000h to 0200h. So not exactly your sedate anchorage, with winds blowing from 20 to 30 kts.

At any rate, there we were and we thought, let’s at least get ashore and hike the trails around the Island.
We had been buddy boating with our friends Karoline and Eric on Blackdragon since Neah Bay, and the
four of us went ashore and made our way up a steep ravine, following a trail that led to the Park Ranger
station. There, with a green class of 25 students on a high school trip from Santa Barbara Middle School,
we watched a short documentary about the early inhabitants of the Island, a family of four that lived a
secluded life on San Miguel until the mid 70s. And we listened to the Park Ranger tell us about the 200
plus foxes that live on the Island. San Miguel is also known as the “Galapagos of the North” for its
elephant seals rookery, one of the largest in the world.
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We started on our way down the trail that would take us back to the beach and our boats. The trail, while
well maintained, is fairly steep in some areas and very narrow at times. It essentially follows the contours
of the south side of a steep ravine, that drops about 200 feet at some points.

Halfway down the trail, I was walking ahead when I heard my wife Helen yell out. I turned to see her
laying across the trail, with her legs hanging over the edge of the trail, trying not to slide down the ravine.
I ran up to help ease her back onto the trail. Right away she told me she thought she’d broken her ankle. I
thought that couldn’t be. She just fell on her bum… But sure enough, feeling her right ankle, I could feel a
piece of bone moving right under the skin.

By then Karoline and Eric had caught up with us. While they stayed with Helen, I ran up to the Ranger’s
station to get help.
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This is where this story takes a neat turn. Remember that class of kids that were at the Ranger’s station
with us? Well, luckily for Helen, one of the parents accompanying the kids, Kara, was an EMT. And one
of the teachers, Brian, was a very experienced mountaineer/hiker. They were carrying an emergency
pouch with a splint kit. The Ranger’s station also had a backboard that EMTs often use to immobilize
victims of accidents.

Once we were with Helen again, it was really just a matter of sliding down the trail, while she sat on the
backboard, leg propped up under a backpack, neatly splinted. The teacher / mountaineer guided the board
down from the front, while I held some of the weight back with straps. It took roughly an hour to get back
to the beach.
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Once on the beach, eight of us essentially carried Helen on the backboard all the way to an awaiting 15
foot Zodiac, that had been used by the school group to ferry them ashore from their ship.

By then, the winds were well established and the dinghy ride back ahead of the Zodiac was very wet.
Once I was on board with a few others,  we set up a halyard and harness to raise Helen back on board. 
The guys in the Zodiac only had to gently hold Helen from swinging about as we hoisted her on deck.

Once all the effusive “thank you’s” to all who helped were done with, I got in touch with the USCG.
They were helpful in setting us up with Santa Barbara Harbor, where we were intending to sail the next
morning. It was definitely too windy for me to sail our 47 ft Discovery single-handed. And we also had to
take into account that a heeling boat might be very uncomfortable (and painful) for Helen, with her leg
propped up in the cockpit and immobilized with cushions and towels.

As luck would have it, again, one of the other boats at anchor in the Bay had heard my calls to the USCG.
They hailed us on the radio. The woman at the other end was a registered nurse and was offering to come
over and see if she could help make Helen more comfortable. Helen said yes even before the lady, Kristie,
was done offering her services. Call it cruisers’ solidarity, but what an amazing coincidence this turned
out to be.
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So while her husband John and I were chatting below, Kristie made sure Helen’s ankle was properly iced
up, gave her a quick briefing on how to use pain meds we had on board, (thanks to our Fleet group) and
basically got to know each other.

The next day we were in Santa Barbara, after an early start in flat-calm conditions, motoring the thirty or
so nautical miles. An ambulance was waiting at the harbor dock and took Helen to Cottage Hospital,
where in late afternoon, she was operated on by Dr Eric Shepherd.

Let me back track a bit here and mention that before the operation was allowed to proceed (this is the
U.S. after all), we had to provide proof of insurance. We did. And again this is where luck steps in again.
Our insurance policy was 2 days from expiry when Helen’s accident occurred. By the time we were in
hospital; that means there was one day of coverage left on our policy!

At first, the underwriter, on a call with the hospital was refusing the operation to be performed in the
States and wanted to fly Helen back to Canada for the procedure. Again, under normal circumstances, this
might sound like a good idea, except we don’t have a home anymore in Canada. To be clear, we’ve lived
on Shamata now for 5 years. So going “home” to get the operation done did not make sense. The surgeon
also pleaded Helen’s case by saying that the extent of the fracture, which the x-ray had revealed she had
3 breaks in her ankle, made it urgent to operate before swelling became too extensive to proceed.  This
would undoubtedly occur if she had to travel back to Canada, delaying the procedure and risking
infection and other complications. Finally the underwriter relented, and the procedure went ahead.
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You would think that by then, the dealings with the underwriter would just follow the simple course of
the hospital sending them a bill. Not so.

Turns out the surgeon’s office did not want to deal with “outside of the U.S.” insurance companies!
Something about them having been stiffed one too many times. So, in order for Helen to be examined by
her surgeon 12 days or so after the procedure, we had to pay the doctor’s fee, some $4000 U.S., or he
could not see her.

The only way out of this was for us to get assurance from the underwriter that if we provided them with a
series of official documents describing in minute detail the actual procedure performed by the surgeon,
with original receipts, they would reimburse us.

Have you ever played the telephone game where one person whispers a message to you and you in turn
whisper that message to someone else, and not surprisingly the message gets distorted beyond recognition
in no time. Well, that pretty much sums up our dealings between the doctor’s office and the underwriter
trying to make sure we were gathering the right paperwork from a reluctant office manager and a
sometimes stubborn underwriter rep. It took two days and untold number of phone calls to sort it out.
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After a few days in Santa Barbara, we decided to start heading south anyway, not wanting this accident to
throw the cruising plans too much out of kilter. We were again very lucky to be able to use reciprocal
privileges with clubs in Oxnard, Long Beach, Dana Point and finally San Diego. From here, we drove
back to Santa Barbara for Helen’s post op exam, which showed she was healing very well, thankfully.

The big learning for us in all of this is that one should inquire about the underwriter that is behind the
insurance product you are buying. We found out to our dismay that underwriters will do pretty much
anything to get out of paying. How naive of us to think it would be otherwise.

It will be an eight-week recovery before Helen can bear full weight on the ankle. At the time of writing
this article, we are at Baja Naval in Ensenada. Helen is almost four weeks into recovery and she has
settled quite nicely in the “routine calls” for her husband to: “fetch me this please, and get me that
please!” That part did not show up in the fine print!

About The Author

Jean Baillargeon

Shamata - Discovery 47 sloop
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Jean lives and works aboard his boat at Spruce Harbour Coop Marina in Vancouver. Along with his wife
Helen, he's aiming to be sailing offshore by August 2017. Not a moment too soon.

_______________________________________________
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Messing About with Boats... The Saga Continues

http://currents.bluewatercruising.org/articles/messing-boats-saga-continues/

If you remember where we left off last time, we made it to the August Rendezvous after many attempts to
deal with engine/fuel problems, always learning lessons along the way. So, let me now conclude the story
of Saracen, as we headed back home.

After the Rendezvous, we checked the battery again and it had dropped to 10.5 V.  We charged with the
outboard, which puts out 5 Amps for a half hour and it rose to 13.5 V.  These are the signs of a sulphated
battery.  We headed back to Vancouver motor sailing. Soon we noticed the diesel running hot, while
using our trusty digital oven thermometer. 188 F to 192 F is too high for an old diesel.  The oil pressure
also dropped to 5 psi at idle, so we quickly shut down the diesel and finished the home run on the backup
outboard.

Over the next few days we changed the oil and checked the sensor for leaks.  Again it started out with
50-45 PSI and dropped to 35 PSI after 5 minutes, as the engine warmed up.  We changed the oil and filter
again to be sure we got any dirt out that might be plugging the filter.  I picked up a de-sulphator for the
battery as well, just to be sure.  The following day we found a time for a quick haul out at Granville
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Island next door, so we changed the sail drive oil and cleaned the bottom barnacles off.  The rest of the
day we cleaned up the boat and checked oil and all seemed good again,  so we provisioned and went back
to Plan A:  Leave when the boat is ready, sail north, turn around before the weather turns.

As we approached Powell River, the engine died again.  Same story: check fuel shut off valve and restart. 
Five minutes later the oil pressure dropped to 25 PSI.  Top up oil level to no avail.  Shut down, start the
outboard, call for moorage at Powell River.  Guess Nancy’s Bakery in Lund will have to wait (best
bakery cafe in the world).  The schoolmaster is haunting us for sure.

 BCA buddy off Comox

We visited the local mechanic, who cut the filter in half to be sure it is not dirty (after just 8 hours), which
involves another oil change.  Looks clean. So we feel it’s resolved; the first filter likely clogged after the
oil sat in the rusty engine all winter.  The mechanic is off for the week-end so after joining the big
summer street party in Powell River, we headed out early for Nancy’s Bakery, feeling we’ve finally
licked it, pending exam final marks.

After some quality time in Nancy’s Bakery, I stroll up the hill and find the local outboard shop has a
couple of new batteries.  I can’t resist and make the purchase replacing our 3 year old batteries that sat all
winter on solar at 13.5 V.  Perhaps that was not high enough to do a monthly de-sulphating charge.  We
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hang out in Desolation Sound for a couple of days before heading over to Cortez for the 3rd Rendezvous
with BCA.  It was great to get there finally with problems solved and no more boat work on the critical
list.

 Weynton pass on backup power

The next few days found us heading north as per plan A, stopping in at our favourite stops on the slow
route.  Shoal Bay was hosting a party for Mark’s birthday; Octopus Islands were wonderful as usual, with
good cell / internet signal with amp near the park in Wyatt Bay.  We made good time up the rest of the
route, in fog and winds coming from the south in Johnston Strait.  However, as we were whale watching
at the top of Johnston Strait, the schoolmaster came back.  Oil pressure dropped again.  We quickly
switched to the outboard and headed to Port McNeill.  We had noticed some water building up in the
bilge under the engine also.  We checked with the local Volvo Dealership, who  connected us with the
highly reputed, 70 year old mechanic.  He came by and placed his hand on the engine and said: “start her
up”.  I did and he quietly moved his hand over the engine as it warmed up, whispering to it, I think.  A
minute later he said: “shut her down”.  I did, as he shared the news (relayed from the schoolmaster, I’m
sure).  “It’s the water heater you installed,” he said, “the exhaust elbow needs colder water and after a
few 6 or 8 hours of running, the water coming into it is hot and when reconnecting with the exhaust
manifold / elbow joint, it overheats the back of the engine.”  It all fit.  Magic solution.  I disconnect the
heater a few days later in Sointula.
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There we visited a good friend who had just bought a farm, and helped him feed the chickens, explore the
local coffee shop, haul some logs with the lawnmower for the wood fireplace and generally hang out,
seeing another BCA boat at the dock who also had just bought property on Sointula.

We ran the outboard back to Port McNeill where we connected with the old mechanic, Graham, once
again to review the water leak.  Turns out the pump has a rusty bolt and likely a worn seal.  It would take
a couple of days to order the parts, but Graham assured us we would make it back home OK.  We
changed to plan B and took the fast route south.  Johnstone Strait was reliable as ever and gave us 30
knots of wind from the north, best and longest day’s sail of the season.  We babied the engine on the way
home, bailing 4 liters or so of water for every hour we ran her,  monitoring the engine temperature
actively and adjusting the engine speed to low to keep it cool.  We ran the outboard slow also to get us up
to 5 knots as the wind died, and to save gas as we had only 20 liters of gas in tankage. Every time we
throttled the diesel up a fraction, the temperature rises and the pressure drops.  Riding the tides gets us up
before sunrise each day.
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 Morning before Johnstone Strait

We are now off the Sunshine Coast, with just enough gas to get home by midnight, before the SE winds
set in tomorrow morning.  Next we will pay our dues to the schoolmaster, crawl into the tight engine bay
and tear off the exhaust elbow and manifold to clear out any buildup.  A winter project to give us many
days of just messing about with boats.

School is never out in sailing and even after 27 years, I’m still learning, but feel I’ve just about enough
experience to head offshore again, schoolmaster in tow. The Pacific calls, but perhaps a new engine
comes first.

About The Author

Don Chandler

Saracen - Martin 32

Don Chandler learned to sail in English Bay racing around the buoys for a decade before doing Vic-Maui
in 2000 and sailing to Glacier Bay a decade ago. After meeting Leslie on the water in a kayak taking
surfing lessons, they found a common interest in sailing and bought the Martin 32 Saracen. They have
been following Plan A the past six years: leave when the boat is ready, sail north, turn around before the
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fog. So far Plan A has gotten us to Glacier Bay, Haida Gwaii and the mid coast most years.

_______________________________________________
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Pros and Cons of a Traditional Isolation Transformer

http://currents.bluewatercruising.org/articles/pros-cons-traditional-isolation-transformer/

A marine isolation transformer is a versatile device that can be used to provide galvanic isolation from
shore power systems, to enhance electrical safety and eliminate corrosion caused by stray currents.  Some
isolation transformers can also be used for raising the shore voltage to deal with voltage drop. Another
common use is to adapt the vessel’s internal power system voltage to a higher or lower shore power
supply.  If isolation transformers are so useful why is every boat not equipped with one?
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The fact is isolation transformer are expensive. They are also made of significant amounts of iron and
copper, both of which are not light materials.  A typical 120V/30A transformer can weight almost 100
pounds while a typical 240V/50A unit almost 300 pounds. The reason for the weight and size issue is due
to the low frequency of our power grid, 60 cycles.

Also, these traditional transformers are not that versatile and often require complicated switching
arrangements or rewiring to allow it to perform multiple tasks like boosting voltages or converting
voltages from different countries.

Recent changes to ABYC E-11 AC and DC Electrical Systems for Boats now permit the use of high
frequency transformers; allowing designers to build smaller and lighter transformers for pleasure craft.  In
the future, we will see light weight, low cost power conversion systems coming to market that comply
with all the safety requirements of the existing heavy and expensive isolation transformers.

– Lyle, PYS Marine Electrical Technician

About The Author

Jeff Cote

Pacific Yacht Systems - 

Jeff Cote is a systems design engineer and owner of Pacific Yacht Systems, a full service shop delivering
marine electrical and navigation solutions for recreational boats. Visit their website and blog for info and
articles on marine electrical systems, projects and more: www.pysystems.ca.

_______________________________________________
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Thanksgiving Rendezvous 2017

http://currents.bluewatercruising.org/articles/thanksgiving-rendezvous-2017/

The 2017 BCA Thanksgiving Rendezvous was held at Thetis Island Marina from October 7 thru 9, 2017. 
We had 20 boats (plus a few virtual boats) and 48 sailors attending from Calgary, Victoria, Vancouver,
Nanaimo and ports in-between.

Lolani
 La Vie Jolie
Mischief
 Segue II
 Heron
 Ostara
 Loki II
 Solstice Tide
 Toketie
 Gypsy Lady

Inceptus
 Ragtime
 Magpie
Celestina
 Stray Cat
 Camdeboo
 Tillikum
 Freedom
 Blue Rose
Kaimana  
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 From L to R: Katharine Ackerman and Karen Jensen, Loki II; Heather Marshall, Mischief; Phoebe
Gilday, Heron; Heidi Dandurand, La Vie Jolie. MIA: Yvonne Harwood, Ostara.

Five (25%) of the boats were skippered by women, setting a new record for BCA!  And as usual, there
were a few last minute cancellations as the wind conditions on the Georgia Strait hindered some crossings
from the mainland on Friday.

Saturday morning dawned cool but dry for the most part, so participation in the scheduled activities was
no issue.  RCM-SAR from Ladysmith arrived around 1300h, with their new rescue boat, to give us a brief
hands-on safety presentation focusing on Man Overboard Drills.
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 Royal Canadian Marine Search & Rescue vessel

The event was well received, with many of the BCA members taking an active part in the presentation.
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 RCM-SAR volunteers demonstrate MOB retrieval

Thanks again to the Ladysmith RCM-SAR unit for their contribution to our Rendezvous.  They are more
than happy to provide instruction/training to any area boating group – simply reach out and if they can
accommodate they will.
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 Thanks to Ladysmith RCM-SAR!

Kudos to the Thetis Island Marina – their venue seems to fit our Rendezvous perfectly.  Lots of dock and
anchoring space, although most boats do dock as weather conditions cannot always be relied on. Best of
all: the Rendezvous rate was $1.10 per foot (regular rate being $1.50 that weekend!). The Marina handles
the registration and payment for the turkey supper that they supply for the group, and the price includes
tax/tip/meal all in one ticket, which saves them and us a lot of extra accounting.  As well they managed to
accommodate our free drink tickets for each registrant, with no issues at the bar or on the final invoice.
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 Thetis Island Marina docks

The meeting room, although a squeeze for 50 people, helps make our pot luck and turkey dinners cozy
and very social.  But as boaters, we are used to “close quarters”!  New items that can be incorporated for
next year, weather permitting, include a fire pit in the pavilion as well as BBQ.
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 Our meeting / dining / hang-out room at Thetis Island Marina

New this year was a Sunday afternoon scavenger hunt, which was well received, although I think next
year, if it continues, will have to be much harder.  I anticipated at least one hour for completion and some
teams blew through the questions in 40 minutes.  We had 6 teams participating and I think everyone had a
good time and boy, are we a competitive group.
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 Keen participants getting scavenger hunt instructions from Fiona

Also new this year was an Exchange Corner, where you posted on the bulletin board in the meeting room
if you had any items for sale, and if someone was interested they could contact you at your boat to
purchase and/or view.  This eliminated the need for sitting with your items while you displayed them for
sale.

The Members Boat Tour was fantastic – many boats signed up and most of Saturday afternoon was spent
seeing and hearing about how our fellow BCA members set up their boats. Thanks to everyone who
participated; I can’t say enough about how enjoyable it was to see other boats and meet everyone.  The
camaraderie was great.
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 Open boat visits with old friends

Saturday Pot Luck Dinner was very good – next year we will make sure we set up the room before we
start to serve the food!!
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 Saturday pot
luck dinner

The Saturday night presentations were outstanding.  Thanks to Anne Woodson and Heather Marshall. 
Anne did a quick presentation on her trip to Haida Gwaii before the quake, which closed the Haida Hot
Springs. The pictures were fantastic – thanks Anne.  Heather showed us the photos of the devastation
from Hurricane Irma, which slammed into the BVI’s in September 2017.  Heather’s boat Sea Otter was
unfortunately moored in the BVI’s when the storm hit, and although she was severely damaged, did
manage to weather the storm much better than many others – thanks again Heather for sharing.

Of course it goes without saying that the Turkey Dinner on Sunday night was great.  There was lots of
food and it was all good.  And to end the evening, Tim and Pam hosted a sing-along aboard Tillikum for
those who wished to participate.  Who knew that we had such exceptional singers among the group –
Pam, Phoebe and Jennifer!!!
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 Happy scavenger hunt winners: “The Upper Spreaders”

We have reserved our space for 2018 with Thetis Island Marina for October 5-8, 2018.  Hope to see you
there.  If you have any suggestions or comments, please send me an email.

Thank You

Many thanks to all who participated in making the Calgary Chapter’s Annual Thanksgiving Rendezvous
a success.  A special thanks to our prize sponsors this year; we appreciate your support for BCA.

UK Sailmakers, Sidney
Harbour Chandler, Nanaimo
Lindstrom Marine Ltd., Maple Bay
Hasse & Company Port Townsend Sails, Port Townsend, WA
Canoe Cove Marina, North Saanich
Blackline Marine, North Saanich

Weekend Photo Album
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More photographs from the Thanksgiving Rendezvous can be found here.  Enjoy!

About The Author

Fiona and Mike Gregory

Kaimana - Hunter, 49 Sloop

My husband, Mike and I have been sailing for approximately 7 years. We keep our boat, Kaimana, at
Ladysmith on Vancouver Island and spend approximately 10 weeks per year on her. I am a "coastal
cruiser" and have sailed the BC coast north to Alaska, west to Haida Gwaii and South to Seattle. We have
explored many locations in the Pacific Northwest.  

_______________________________________________

                                   62 / 72

https://bluewatercruisingassociation.shutterfly.com/pictures/1606


Currents
The Official Magazine of the Bluewater Cruising Association

Vancouver Island Fleet Report: November 2017

http://currents.bluewatercruising.org/news/vancouver-island-fleet-report-november-2017/

On November 8, 2017 a group of 18 Vancouver Island Fleet members from 10 boats met to hear a
presentation by Al Kitchen and discuss the topic of DC electrical systems on offshore vessels. The
presentation included an introduction to basic electrical principals, battery technologies, alternate energy
systems, typical offshore set-ups, and power budgets. There was significant, helpful input from sailors
within the group who had relevant experience with the topics being considered. With the new program of
longer nights, after the break, we were able to move into a practical experience segment that touched on
trouble shooting and testing out systems with a voltmeter.

Due to a scheduling difficulty on December 13 we will now be covering crossing bars / passage planning
to Mexico, and the paperwork involved in clearing in and out. The Open CPN presentation is now
scheduled for January 10, 2018.

About The Author

Al Kitchen - VI Fleet Coordinator

Wyndspree - Huntingford 53 Ketch
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Al Kitchen has been a BCA member since 2005. Al and his wife Gaye lived aboard Wyndspree (53?
ketch) from 1996 until 2007 and cruised the BC coast throughout this time. Between 2006 and the
present, Al crewed on different boats with fellow Bluewater members, including voyages from Victoria,
BC to San Francisco; Gladstone, Australia to Fiji; New Zealand to Victoria, B.C.; and San Jose del Cabo
to Hilo, HI. Al is now co-coordinating the V.I. Fleet group with Daragh Nagle.

_______________________________________________

                                   64 / 72



Currents
The Official Magazine of the Bluewater Cruising Association

Notice of BCA Annual General Meeting - December 13, 2017

http://currents.bluewatercruising.org/news/notice-bca-annual-general-meeting-december-13-2017/

Notice is hereby given to all BCA members:

Annual General Meeting and Election of Directors

Date:  Wednesday, December 13, 2017

Time:  1930h

Place:  Scottish Cultural Centre, 8886 Hudson Street, Vancouver BC

The business of the AGM will include a review of year-end 2016 Financial Statements and operations
reports, as well as interim Financial Reports for 2017.  There will also be elections of the offices of
Commodore, Vice Commodore, Secretary, and Treasurer.

Members interested in any of these positions are invited to submit their names to the Chair of the
Nominations Committee, Past Commodore Jennifer Handley.  You can see the current Board of Directors
and learn about the responsibilities of officers in the BCA’s Bylaws and Constitution, Part 7 – Duties of
Officers.

                                   65 / 72

http://currents.bluewatercruising.org/news/notice-bca-annual-general-meeting-december-13-2017/
mailto:pastcommodore@bluewatercruising.org
http://www.bluewatercruising.org/?page=Board_Directors
http://www.bluewatercruising.org/?page=ByLaws


Currents
The Official Magazine of the Bluewater Cruising Association

In addition, the Calgary Chapter,  Vancouver Island Chapter and Vancouver Chapter will each
respectively present a candidate for election to the office of Chapter Vice Commodore for their chapter.

Voting may be done in person or by proxy.  Members who did not receive a Proxy form at their local
November Club Night will have the opportunity to submit a Proxy by email.

The AGM will be followed by an Awards Ceremony recognizing members’ cruising achievements and
service to BCA, and a potluck Christmas party (see online calendar for details re what to bring).

BCA’s Board of Directors looks forward to hosting the evening;  please show your commitment to the
association by making every effort to attend and/or register your vote.  If you have any questions about
the AGM, please contact Leslie Hansen, Commodore.

_______________________________________________
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BCA Annual General Meeting, Awards Presentations and
Christmas Social

http://currents.bluewatercruising.org/events/bca-annual-general-meeting-awards-presentations-christmas-
social/

All BCA members in good standing are invited to attend the Annual General Meeting (AGM) on 
December 14, 2016 at 19:30h. AGM details and agenda can be found here.

After the business meeting and the election of officers for 2016, you’ll enjoy an evening of stories,
awards, laughter, and a finger-food potluck social.

Post-AGM Potluck Social

If your last name begins with A-K inclusive, please bring a dessert to share; if your last name begins
with L-Z, bring an appy. Please bring enough finger-food for you and at least two other people. That’s
the secret to a successful potluck, so everyone has enough to eat!

Image attribution: Dimitris Siskopoulos CC BY 2.0
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VI South Club Night - Christmas Social and BCA Awards
Presentation

http://currents.bluewatercruising.org/events/vancouver-island-south-club-night-christmas-social-bca-
awards-presentation/
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Please join us as BCA honours its own, shares some Christmas cheer and enjoys a variety of delectable
treats and appetizers.

BCA cruising, perpetual and service awards, including a circumnavigation award to be presented to VI
Chapter Members Ann and Barry Lange will be presented by Past Commodore, Jennifer Handley.  There
will also be a brief update from the BCA Annual General Meeting held December 13, 2017 and the
introduction of BCA’s 2018 Board of Directors.

So come and enjoy the food and company – no admission fee for this members-only event!  The bar is
also available for the “good cheer”.  Catered by RVYC.

_______________________________________________
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