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Sailing in the Age of Gizmos: Part 1

http://currents.bluewatercruising.org/articles/sailing-in-the-age-of-gizmos-part-1/

As many of us have discovered, or are about to discover, communicating from offshore has come a long
way since the days of Bernard Moitessier’s slingshooting his 16mm film canisters onto decks of passing
freighters! The list of gizmos now on the market ranges from the very basic position repeater to elaborate
satellite up-link systems.

In this two-part article, I will share what our small experience with these systems has been, now that we
are finally sailing offshore. Some are very user-friendly while others need a bit of self-education to use
and appreciate. In part 1, I will speak about these systems with a focus on communication, and in part 2, I
will focus on weather and navigation aspects. My goal is to share ways to get usable info out of the
myriad of options out there, using some of the more affordable satellite technologies combined with
preexisting analog ones. Included will be some finer points, or shortcuts, we’ve discovered over time to
save on download times and connectivity issues.

By no means are the systems described in this article a «must have» list. Far from it. They are simply one
fellow cruiser’s opinion, limited by my own tech expertise and research.
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Let me start with a quick description of the systems we use on Shamata and then I’ll explain more about
each bits’ quirks, quarks and workarounds.

Where to Start?

Starting with older technology, we installed an SSB radio (Icom 802) and an AIS transceiver. We bought
a slightly used Iridium Go satellite unit from a friend, who had recently come back from a year away. 
Shamata already had an older VHF radio (Standard Horizon – no DSC capability). I bought a handheld
VHF (Icom) and we were given a spare one by my kind father-in-law.

In addition, we still had the quotidian array of personal computers none of us can do without – (2
unlocked iPhones, 1 brand new iPad with integrated GPS and barometer sensors and a MacBook Pro
laptop with GSP receiver USB puck). Shamata also came with an ETrek basic GPS receiver (circa early
’90s – a trekker’s unit) and finally, I set up a long distance WIFI booster network to enable us to connect
to WiFi from shore based networks.

Because we are Mac users, that means some of the software out there for marine use will not run on our
machines unless we create a virtual Windows drive on our laptop. One popular software application to do
this is PARALLELS. It reportedly will run any windows software on a Mac. I chose not to get into that
and keep to a computer world I understand best.

There are untold number of apps to get weather, plan routes, navigate, manage stores, get the latest
currency exchange rates, translate to various languages and to learn to play the ukulele. We used an
assortment of these and I keep learning of new ones from other cruisers. More on that later.

SSB Radio in the Digital Age

I heard an offshore sailor say once that he did not want or need a single side band (SSB) radio on board,
because he thought of it as WWII technology. Yes, SSB has been around for a while. But to say that it is
obsolete is far from the reality. SSB is, and remains, an amazing tool on board an offshore vessel. Plus,
for geeks like me, it’s fun!
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Public Domain Mark 1.0 image of an SSB radio.

One common misunderstanding I’d like to dispel is that in order to operate an SSB radio you need a
HAM operator’s license (amateur radio license). That is not true. If you hold a valid Marine Operator and
station license for your boat, you can operate an SSB. But, you cannot operate an SSB on dedicated HAM
frequencies, nor communicate with other HAM licensees on their frequencies unless you are facing an
emergency (note: running out of beer does not qualify as an emergency!).

You should have on board a copy of the station license for your vessel; in that document are listed
hundreds of frequencies on which you can operate. To make it simple, when you buy an SSB radio, it will
be ready for use by a licensed marine operator. To use HAM frequencies, the set needs to be unlocked; a
simple procedure described here. But again, even when unlocked, you still can’t legally communicate on
the HAM frequencies unless you hold a HAM license. You can listen in, though.

How It Works

There are countless resources on-line where «nets», i.e. virtual SSB rendezvous of sorts, are listed with
broadcast times (usually in UTC), and frequency used. Sometimes the nets will be labelled as HAM only.
You will not be able to tune to these HAM frequencies unless your SSB radio has been unlocked.
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Most nets operate with a simple agenda and are usually run under a loose format. On HAM nets, the
communication protocols and lingo are a bit more formal and established. The Net Controller announces
which net will be running on the chosen frequency and will ask for emergency priority traffic (that means
anyone with an emergency can call in right then). Then he/she will proceed to establish a set of relay
stations operating for this net. That simply means that since SSB cannot reach or hear everyone tuning in,
the Net Controller will ask for other operators to relay messages to and from stations the Controller
cannot hear. In this way, the Net Controller tries to establish the widest listening post possible, so that
anyone calling will be heard. This is typical of HAM nets, which count on primarily land-based HAM
enthusiasts that operate pretty sophisticated home stations and thrive on receiving far signals from boats
offshore.

Once the net is set up, it proceeds with open ended roll calls or structured ones. In either case, participants
state where they are, status of ship and crew and current conditions. Often one of the regular contributors
is an amateur (or professional) weather person who will produce a reliable forecast and even answer
specific questions about routes and suggested departure times. Some nets also provide a following service
where they track a boat (often posting the position reports on the web). Nets are often involved in search
and rescue efforts, because they have recent positions of a vessel.

A great example of this that you can listen to from anywhere, or listen to on-line if your reception is poor,
is the Pacific Seafarer’s Net that runs daily at 0300 UTC. This net follows boats all over the Pacific and
runs mainly out of Hawaii, with relays as far off as New Zealand and mainland America.

One benefit of SSB is voice communication, not just with one person, but with a community. In a
situation of troubleshooting a problem on board, talking to a community is much more likely to produce a
solution. In the case of marine SSB nets, you are almost assuredly talking to fellow sailors who have the
same preoccupations as you: weather, supplies, safe anchorages, restaurants, and sailing the same waters.
A great net is the Magellan Net in the South Pacific. It’s composed of sailors who’ve been, in some
cases, cruising these waters for years and have a wealth of information, not always found in guide books,
to share.

Nets also spontaneously sprout up when a few boats attempting the same passage at the same time decide
to stay connected while en route. We experienced just that when 7 to 8 boats left Bora Bora for Suwarrow
and Palmerston Islands in the Cook Islands. We used an SSB frequency all boats could legally use (some
boats were not HAM licensed) and we gathered every evening (0500z) to report to each other our
positions and sailing conditions. It can be that simple.

SSB and Data Over Airwaves

Once you’re familiar with the voice part of single side band you can delve more into it. NOAA, the US
weather service and other similar agencies around the world, offer a number of weather related products
that are accessible through SSB. Some are voice only broadcasts, like Iron Mike, a computer generated
read out of area forecasts for pretty much anywhere in the world. NOAA and others also use fax
technology to broadcast graphical area forecasts. For example, if you need a forecast for the southern
California coast to Cabo San Lucas, the NOAA’s  website will indicate when and on which frequency
that forecast is broadcast. The rest is a matter of tuning to that frequency, connecting your computer to a
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specialized modem, a Pactor Modem, connecting the modem to your radio and voilà, you’re receiving a
graphical area forecast fax over the air waves.

 A Pactor modem

Additionally, by using a modem and a computer linked to your SSB, you can send and receive email.
There are two providers of this service: Sailmail and Winlink. They both use proprietary software
(Windows only) and dedicated frequencies. They both require subscription and a small annual fee in the
case of Sailmail. These services were created by cruisers with the know-how to bridge the growing divide
between SSB technology and the internet. And it totally works.

There are two slight downsides to these modem based communication methods. One is propagation, or
the ability for radio signals to travel to your locale and be received with some clarity. The other is
bandwidth, or the speed at which these data transfers occur over the air waves. Eventually they do work
and «What’s the rush anyway! You’re in cruising mode now, right?»

As a quick aside: a friend tested out the download times between satellite technology (Iridium Go) and
Winlink and it turned out the download times were within seconds of each other for a comparable file
size. Mind you, using modems over the airwaves is a bit more involved technically than just hitting the
send/receive button on the Iridium Go Mail app, but it is within the capability of anyone able to connect a
printer to a computer.

Satellite Devices

There are two well-known providers of such services in the cruising market. One is Garmin InReach,
which has been in use for years, mainly with the back country skiing/hiking crowd and now with the
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cruisers market; and Iridium, which offers a range of satellite services to fit any purse. We haven’t used
InReach, so I can’t comment on its usability. I know it uses the Iridium satellite network, it automatically
reports positions to a specific web address, offers a blog space and allows for texting within the InReach
web interface or between InReach users.

 Image extracted from Vimeo, CC BY 3.0

Advantages for this technology are low usage fees and simplicity of operation. Especially when you want
to stay in touch with folks back home, but only up to a point. Iridium is the other player and it is a
different beast as they offer a set of satellite communication services. We chose the Iridium Go package.

Iridium Go

Iridium GO! is a satellite communication system made up of a base unit, a small box the size of a pack of
cigarettes. It runs on a rechargeable battery. Once you turn it on, the box launches a small WiFi network
on the boat. You connect to that WiFi network like you would with any personal device. Set up of both
the box and the WiFi network is easy and well explained in brochures and YouTube clips.

In order for the box to connect to the Iridium satellites, you need a subscription, like with your cell phone,
and then you’ll be faced with choosing from a variety of providers and plans, where pretty much every
aspect of communication is tailored to your budget and needs. Then it’s a matter of shopping around.
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There are a number of providers in Canada and the US and a quick internet search will bring them up.

Communication with Iridium Go is over the WiFi network with your device (phone, tablet or computer).
At least two apps are needed to work with Iridium Go. One is the Iridium Go App and the other is the
Iridium Mail and Web app. They are found, free of charge, on your provider’s web site or through
Apple’s AppStore or other app stores.

Iridium Go App

That app is, simply put, a phone and text app, with a few added bells and whistles like posting to
Facebook or Twitter and sending an automated position report to a list of user determined email
addresses. Mainly this app is used when you want to call someone from the middle of the Pacific. It
allows a regular cell phone to become a satellite phone!

Like any cell phone, you can also text other phones and email addresses, in real time. On my first
crossing of the Pacific to Hawaii, I confess it felt unreal to be able to text my wife back home to let her
know all was ok. But then that opened the door for her to ask me how to program the DVR … (there is a
downside to this instant communication thing, as you well imagine).

Iridium Mail and Web App

This is the app you’ll use to send/receive emails and even very, very slowly surf text-only web sites.
With the subscription, you will be able to set up a specific email address to go with your Iridium Go,
using the Iridium domain. Your package will also specify the amount of data you can receive over a
period of time, as well as a certain amount of minutes the plan offers before overages kick in.

I think personally this is where the Iridium people have fallen short of providing a solid app. This thing is
clunky as all get out. It reminds me of the mail software we were using many years ago where basic
features such as managing contact lists, folders and even searching for previous emails is poorly designed
or just non existent. I have written Iridium about it and got a polite: «we’re working on it» response.

A habit to form early on when using this app and Iridium Go as a service, is to reduce any file size you
are sending, to a minimum. There is actually a user defined upper file size limit you set in the app, where
any message beyond those limits gets treated as over-sized and requires additional up/download steps. As
an example, a friend sent a photo of her new baby. The email and the photo would have taken hours of
connect time to download! We are talking kilobytes, not megabytes. The system reported an oversize
message, but did not download it. Again this has all to do with the bandwidth offered over this cheap
(relatively speaking) satellite network.

If your intention, when subscribing to Iridium Go, is to be able to post photos to Facebook, Skype or send
emails with large size attachments, you’ll have to start shopping for a much larger satellite up-link
hardware than the tiny Iridium Go box. Probably something along the lines of the satellite domes you see
on larger yachts, with a price tag commensurate with the communications budget of the Nunavut
government.
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Stay tuned for part 2 of “Sailing in the Age of Gizmos” which will be published next month.

About The Author

Jean Baillargeon

Shamata - Discovery 47 sloop

Jean and his wife Helen have been sailing their Discovery 47 Shamata offshore since August 2017. Their
plan is for a 3 year cruise with plans to visit Micronesia, Japan and Alaska before returning to
Vancouver... maybe.

_______________________________________________
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Planning, Preparing and Practicing Offshore Cruising - The Roles
of Uncertainty and Predictability

http://currents.bluewatercruising.org/articles/planning-preparing-and-practicing-offshore-cruising-the-
roles-of-uncertainty-and-predictability/

Planning, preparing and practicing for an offshore sailing adventure encompasses a project that is not for
the faint of heart, but sailors are usually people with a high level of tolerance for uncertainty. The overall
project is composed of multiple tasks, most of which are intended to prepare the boat and its crew for
every eventuality. But, the sea is predictable only in that it is largely unpredictable at any given time, so
the task set is intended to mitigate risk and reduce uncertainty through thorough preparation and practice.

It is often said that there is no place for wishful thinking on a boat, meaning that sound, thorough
preparation and good maintenance are essential. Decision making at every step of task implementation
becomes critical and is, more often than not, subjective. So how long does it take to plan, prepare and
practice what can go wrong along the way? How important are contingency plans? It depends.

Planning and execution can be parallel processes for much of the time. Starting with buying the right boat
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or upgrading an already mostly suitable boat, the prudent sailor can prepare the boat and themselves by
adding equipment and gaining skills and knowledge to safely and successfully execute an offshore
passage.

We started by looking for and buying a suitable boat, and then spent a lot of time and money preparing it
and ourselves to go offshore. We added all the stuff that has become important, but the list of “essential”
items will differ from person to person, depending on how they measure, monitor and mitigate risk. We
replaced all the rigging, added radar, AIS, SSB, a water-maker and beefed up several critical structures
like the mast step and skeg, which were a bit light on our French-built boat. New sails, an inner forestay,
running back stays, end of boom gybe preventer, etc., were added as time and money allowed.

Taking part in VICE more than 12 years ago helped us learn many important things, most notably that the
boat is never ready, but needs to be ready enough to provide confidence to the captain and crew. Self-
steering of some kind is essential and there is never enough electrical power, so power management
strategies are essential. We added solar panels, a wind generator and both an autopilot and a windvane.

Marathon, our Beneteau Idylle 1150, sailed from Vancouver, BC to La Paz, Mexico in 2009 with three
experienced sailors on board, There were some hard days off the coast of Northern California and one of
the “To Do” jobs that didn’t get done prior to departure became an issue when nine meter waves broke
over the boat. A fundamental principle of yachting and boat management is “keep the water out”. Not
sealing the dorades allowed large quantities of water to drench the inside electronics, including the SSB,
Pactor modem, AIS and VHF. So now we have plugs for the Dorades.

Onward sailing plans were delayed when some interesting jobs (aka “work”) intervened for about seven
years, including three years in New Zealand, which was to be at least the penultimate destination of our
offshore voyage. So a departure date to cross the Pacific to French Polynesia was set for March 2016, by
which time work would be over and done with.

Routes were researched, charts (paper and electronic) were purchased, gear and systems were refurbished,
repaired and replaced. Buddy boats were found and more detailed plans were made. But as often happens,
even with good plans, an obstacle emerged. A “moral” obligation to see through a project for the
captain’s employer got in the way and departure was delayed until March 2017. This was not entirely
bad. More employment generated money, which meant more equipment could be purchased (a water-
maker for example). Also, there were emerging indications that 2016 was going to become an El Niño
year, and it did. Some boats departing for the Marquesas that year did a lot of upwind sailing. And sailing
in the Sea of Cortez is actually quite nice, so another year in the Sea was a kind of blessing.

Remembering that the boat is never ready, we planned to return to La Paz in November 2016 to keep
working on the boat and keep strengthening our sailing skills. A family illness, however, kept us in BC
until mid-January 2017 and by mid-February we decided that we would not be ready enough to leave in
March. So more sailing in the Sea and more time with family, particularly grand kids in Canada, was
scheduled and enjoyed.

November and December 2017 were spent fixing boat things and testing systems, including provisioning.
The objective was to have about eight weeks of tasty and enjoyable food on board that would see us
through a four to five week passage from Mexico to the Marquesas. Provisioning opportunities in La Paz
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and the addition of a small freezer made these requirements highly possible. Everything seemed to be in
place when we returned to Vancouver for Christmas 2017 for a visit with family and friends and the
purchase of a few more small items to add to the boat.

Returning to La Paz in mid-January 2018, serious provisioning started. The new freezer was being filled
and parts of the bilge that had not recently seen the light of day were being filled with food and drink that
could survive an ocean passage. The captain created a Gantt chart, with a notional departure date of mid-
March. All repairs and new equipment (e.g. a beefier anchor roller, additional USB charging ports at the
helm and in the cabin, an IridiumGo with an outside antenna) would be installed prior to that date. Some
minor engine repairs were underway, but no show-stoppers were identified and all projects were being
ticked as “complete” on the Gantt chart in a very timely way.

A small group of “Jumpers” had been identified in our Marina, in addition to some others who planned to
leave from La Paz rather than the Mexican mainland. We met weekly and discussed routes, gear, weather,
and other topics that are relevant but not 100% defined given the large range of options, preferences and
strategies possible in offshore sailing. We created and operationalized our own little SSB net and when
the first of our group left on March 3rd, we kept in touch with that boat and each other via the net.

We alerted our weather router (and insurance company) that we intended to leave on 21 March, if the
weather looked to be suitable to let us sail to Cabo San Lucas for final fuel, provisions and possibly
repairs. We made arrangements with a local agent who would facilitate the Mexican check out process
and save us two days of time going to multiple government offices to acquire the departure document
termed, zarpe, which might be required at our next port of call.

Earlier, in 2017 we had arranged for a friend to join us as a third crew member. Sailing from Vancouver
to La Paz with three crew on board had worked well and we planned to replicate that environment on the
way to French Polynesia. Three crew on board makes four hour watches with eight hours off possible,
which in turn allows for enhanced rest and improved redundancy in the event that somebody is
incapacitated for any reason. The downside of three crew is space and food, but we saw this as
insignificant compared to the upside. Our crew member arrived in Cabo at about 1330h on 12 March.
Everything had fallen into place, we were ready to go.

Then, that same day, the first mate tripped and fell on the dock at about 1400h, breaking her left knee cap
into multiple pieces and fracturing a bone in her right arm. Within a few hours of falling, we learned from
an orthopedic surgeon that post surgery, her knee would be immobilized for at least 6 weeks. Winching
her back on the boat and dropping her through a hatch was not advised and we decided to return to
Vancouver for the required surgery. DAN Boater did a terrific job of organizing an evacuation and paid
for 3 seats on the flight home for her and one for the captain.
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 Forlorn First Mate, Fidepaz Hospital, La Paz, BCS, Mexico

During this time, from the fall until meeting the surgeon in Vancouver, we believed that the first mate
could meet us in the Marquesas, if we could find a new third crew member or if we were prepared to
make the passage with a crew of two. The surgeon in Vancouver, despite not being a sailor, assured us
that it would be four to six months before the first mate’s knee would allow her back on a boat. We did
not have long stay visas for French Polynesia, and had planned to leave the boat in Tahiti in July until
March 2019. She would miss everything.

Meanwhile, our friend and third crew member was waiting patiently in La Paz for a decision regarding
next steps. Several weeks of discussion towards a tough decision ensued. The captain is a scientist and
objectivity tends to rule in that domain. However, sailing is fraught with subjective dimensions that
cannot be ignored, and can be difficult or impossible to quantify. The emotions associated with a first big
crossing are significant and had weighed on us for several years because of the previous two delays.
Further, our friend, the third crew member, had set aside several months of time to be a part of our big
voyage. Feelings and emotions around the go/no go decision were abundant and complex.
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 At anchor and resting nicely after many hard decisions.

The financial implications were also important. We had purchased air tickets to get us home from Tahiti,
as had our crew. Our crew’s wife had a return air ticket to facilitate meeting us in the Marquesas. The
probability of getting full or partial refunds was unclear, but early indications were not positive. Staying
in La Paz would mean another $10,000 in marina fees and another hurricane season.

Finding a new third crew member on such short notice was not possible among people we knew and had
confidence in. Though we probably could have, we chose not to take a chance on introducing someone
new and unknown to all of us as a replacement for the first mate. So the safety and security issues that
had been previously mitigated by adding a third crew member became issues again.

Next, the boat had a lot of food and other supplies on board that had “best before” dates on them. The
medical chest contained some of the most important and time sensitive of these items, and had required
significant time and effort to accumulate. And then there was the angst associated with months, if not
years, of really hard work to prepare ourselves and the boat, which after two previous postponements, was
especially acute and front of mind. The first mate had worked very hard to prepare herself and the boat
for the voyage. Not participating in the crossing would be a huge disappointment.

The clock was ticking. Departure windows for the planned voyage are reasonably large, but not infinite.
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There is usually a “least worst time” to go and the weather patterns that were starting to emerge north of
the ITCZ were not good and there was a risk that the SE trades south of the equator would begin to
dissipate. All of the La Paz Jumpers had left and it was hard to help each of them cast off their dock lines,
at least partially because they all encouraged us to go anyway.

Everybody on our dock was familiar with our dilemma and asked, “So?” pretty much daily. The third
crew member and I also discussed Plans A, B, C and so on, every morning, weighing carefully the impact
of a decision on a range of multiple people.

So this article is being written in Caleta San Juanico, a fantastic anchorage in the Sea of Cortez. The crew
and I without the first mate decided to do a 30 day shake-down cruise, testing systems, ourselves and
eating an enormous amount of food stored in the freezer and every other nook and cranny in the boat. We
will have an extra season in the Sea this year, prior to leaving for the Marquesas in March 2019. The third
time could have been the charm, but sometimes life isn’t like that, particularly if a boat is involved.

About The Author

Nello and Sheridan Angerilli

Marathon - Beneteau Idylle 1150

Nello and Sheridan have been sailing for more than 40 years and have been enjoying sailing and the
culture of the Sea of Cortez since 2009 intermittently with work and other matters. All going well they
will depart for French Polynesia in Spring 2019.

_______________________________________________
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El Cerdo Marinero

http://currents.bluewatercruising.org/articles/el-cerdo-marinero/

In 2016 a group of sailors who came to know each other in Mexico’s bays and bars reunited in an event
called The Pig Roast. It was later named the Non-Pig Roast when other entrees were served. The first
Roast was held in Comox, the second in Victoria and, this year, it was held in Spruce Grove (Edmonton).
Sandi and I joined the festivities, reuniting with friends Debbie and Lynn Greentree (hosts of the 2017
Roast) and circumnavigators, Ann and Barry Lange. I was delighted to catch up with Cyndie Koning, a
former graduate student of mine who, unbeknownst to me, lives just a few blocks away in downtown
Edmonton.
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 2018 Pig Roast Hosted by Leif and Jackie. From left to right: John Forsyth, Barry Lange, Marni
Siddons, Rosie Forsyth, Anne Woodson, Sharon Harvey, Tom Shendon (partially visible). Leif Watson
(standing), Clarence Harvey, Cyndie Koning, Maureen Tatem, Ann Lange, Debbie Greentree. Missing
from picture: Jackie Watson, Sandra Wolfe, Lynn Greentree, Steven Dennis, Dick Towson, Peter Siddons,
Ted Tatum

Hosts Leif and Jackie Watson introduced us to the rest of the group, some of whose names and voices we
recognized from morning radio nets. The Watson’s hosted a great party. The food was delicious, the
reception was friendly, and the company was lovely. Leif divided us into groups for a Spanish language
translation challenge. We were very engaged but I must admit we were a bit rusty as the best our group
could do was fourth place. The winners received a box of Smarties to acknowledge their linguist skill.
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 The ‘Smarties’ Winners of the Spanish translation contest. From left to right: Lynn Greentree, Ann
Lange, Barry Lange, John Forsyth 

Even though some of us had not seen each other for a decade or more, we conversed as if it were
yesterday. While people’s plans had gone in different directions – with some planning a passage, others
retiring from sailing, and others still thinking about what’s next – shared experiences created the
foundation of a camaraderie that will last a lifetime. To give the BCA its due, we credit ‘Fleet’ for our
success as cruisers.

About The Author

Steven Dennis

Mungo - Wauquiez PS40

Steven Dennis and Sandra Wolfe sailed Mungo, a Wauquiez PS40 for six years on adventures in North,
Central and South America before returning to Canada in 2010. While occasionally sailing they now
charter motor yachts and travel extensively around the world having visited 33 countries in five
continents. Steven is BCA Vice Commodore for 2018.
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Thanksgiving Weekend with BCA

http://currents.bluewatercruising.org/articles/thanksgiving-weekend-with-bca/

Many thanks to all who helped make the annual BCA Thanksgiving Rendezvous a success. Sponsored
and organized by the Calgary Chapter, this was the third and final BCA Rendezvous of 2018.

Twenty-four boats and 51 sailors were in attendance, and all three chapters were well represented. Special
thanks to our prize sponsors this year:

UK Sailmakers (Sidney)
Harbour Chandler (Nanaimo)    
Lindstrom Marine Ltd (Maple Bay)     
A & M Marine  (Nanaimo)
Blackline Marine (Sidney)
Royal Victoria Yacht Club (Victoria)
Trotac Marine (Victoria)

The weekend was beautiful and sunny on Saturday; liquid sunshine was “enjoyed” on both Sunday and
Monday. However, the rainy weather did not dampen spirits and a good time was had by all.
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 Calgary Chapter Vice Commodore, Cathy Norrie, throwing a line in preparation for the boat turning
exercise

A spontaneous activity on Friday afternoon of turning boats around in their slips – three in total, of
varying lengths and maneuverability – got the weekend off to a good start.
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 Knot tying with Dick Towson

This was followed on Saturday by a knot tying session with Dick Towson, who gladly volunteered to
show us some  difficult knots. We were tied up in knots by the time the session was over.
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 Exploring Thetis Island

The good weather on Saturday also allowed for lots of onshore exploration. Small groups of walkers
headed off in all directions on foot or on bicycles to check out the island, including a fairly recently
developed trail that meandered through nearby woods and pastureland before leading back to its starting
point.
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 Nine model boats ready for competition

Back by popular demand this year was the the model boat contest aka the “Boat Building from Garbage
and Race Competition.” It was won handily by Barbara Erickson and Lionel Dobson, who made their sail
from pieces of reed they wove into a sail, just like those that many BCA members have seen in the South
Pacific. Dee Logan and her teammates, Valerie Gunn and Guy Gauvin, took prizes for the most inventive
boat, the largest boat and the boat using the most scavenged items. Nine boats participated in the race,
among them a Chinese junk, a Trojan Horse, a Pontoon Boat, a Mouldy Barge, and Floating Dishpan.
Based on its resurgent popularity, this event will likely continue at future October Rendezvous. Thanks so
much to Chris Stask for organizing the event – next year you will be provided with more notice!

                                   25 / 80



Currents
The Official Magazine of the Bluewater Cruising Association

 The winners! Guy Gauvin, Dee Logan and Valerie Gunn; and Barbara Erickson and Lionel Dobson

This year the marina had their own Saturday night entertainment, which was enjoyed by a few of the
BCA Rendezvous attendees. In light of that, our usual evening presentation was held on Sunday, after a
traditional turkey supper with all the trimmings and pumpkin pie for dessert. Of course, it goes without
saying that Thanksgiving Dinner was great.
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 Jim and Andrea’s boat, Island Prism, approaching Moorea

The presentation was outstanding, thanks to Jim Shortreed and his wife, Andrea England, who spoke
about their trip across the Pacific, around Australia and New Zealand, to Thailand and back the wrong
way (as Jim put it) across the Pacific to BC. It was a great presentation and Andrea’s fantastic art work
added so much to it. If you were unable to attend the Rendezvous, Jim and Andrea will be presenting to
the VI Chapter at their Victoria club night in February – this is a must-see presentation.
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 Saturday pot luck dinner

Kudos to Thetis Island Marina and their new owners – the venue accommodated BCA members and boats
very well. The meeting room was a squeeze for our Saturday Pot Luck, but the pleasant evening weather
enabled some spillage outside onto the deck. We were the marina’s sole guests on Sunday evening,
which meant lots more room for us. Despite the poor weather outside, we were toasty warm and well
taken care of.

Mark your calendar; the Calgary Chapter has already reserved the marina for the 2019 Thanksgiving
Rendezvous (October 12-14, 2019).  Please reach out to the Calgary Rendezvous Watchkeeper if you
have any comments or suggestions for next year; we hope to see you there!

Thanks to all the photographers who shared their pictures of this fun weekend; the photo album of the
weekend highlights can be found here.
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About The Author

Fiona and Mike Gregory

Kaimana - Hunter, 49 Sloop

My husband, Mike and I have been sailing for approximately 7 years. We keep our boat, Kaimana, at
Ladysmith on Vancouver Island and spend approximately 10 weeks per year on her. I am a "coastal
cruiser" and have sailed the BC coast north to Alaska, west to Haida Gwaii and South to Seattle. We have
explored many locations in the Pacific Northwest.  

_______________________________________________
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It All Starts With “Hi, we are…”

http://currents.bluewatercruising.org/articles/it-all-starts-with-hi-we-are/

Over the past 3 winters cruising the Caribbean we have written many times about the cruising lifestyle
and our cruising experiences in the letters and updates to friends and guests we have had. However, until
a person actually makes the commitment to go cruising, it is difficult to put in words the experiences
and constant flow of unpredictable treasured memories that develop each day. The magical part is that it
just keeps repeating and unfolding like the pages of a book you just can’t put down…except this isn’t
fiction, it’s actually happening. This year instead of storing Oh!, our 40’ Leopard Catamaran at Beaufort,
N.C. over the summer, we decided to do a mid-Atlantic Islands circuit. What an adventure that has been.
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 The Açores Archipelago (missing the Island of Santa Maria)

Our free day to explore the Island of Graciosa in the Açores was a good example of the magic of the
cruising lifestyle. It was a day full of the type of experiences we like to share with our new friends and the
guests that join us on Oh! to sample the cruising lifestyle: but first some background to the day…

The components that would make this day so special actually started coming together 10 days earlier,
though none of it was planned, or even contemplated at the time. The first component occurred as we
were arriving in Velos, on the Island of São Jorge, to meet my Aussie transatlantic friends, David and
Mary. As we approached their catamaran, Adventurous, we had a chance introduction to a Norwegian
couple who were sharing evening wine and cheese with them. It was a quick 30 second, “Hi, we are
Diane and Rod.” They replied their names were “Mona and Arno.” They then dove off Adventurous and
started swimming back to their beautiful wooden boat, Vilde, before it got dark.
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Vilde, Mona and Arno’s beautiful Gaff rigged double-ender has seen some adventurous sailing.

The next day, after a full day exploring São Jorge and hiking with David and Mary, we rowed over to 
Vilde and had a brief chat with Mona and Arno. Vilde is their beautiful 40’ gaff rig wooden double-ender
and we quickly learned they have done some very adventurous sailing. Over the past 20 years they have
sailed  around the Atlantic via the Açores and Canaries, Caribbean to the USA, Eastern Canada,
Greenland, Iceland, the Faro Islands, the Shetlands, Scotland, Ireland, Norway and the list goes on. I
knew instantly I would really enjoy spending time with them.  Hopefully our paths would cross again, but
they were hauling up their anchor to do a night climb to the 2351m summit of the Island of Pico to enjoy
the sunrise. We were staying put for 2 more days with David and Mary before heading to Faial. We were
disappointed it was another quick greeting of some fascinating passing cruisers. Oh well.

On our last full day with David and Mary we took in the beauty of São Jorge with a scooter and hiking
tour of the eastern part of the island that included a visit to the famous cheese factories, a beautiful ocean
side hike and about 80 km’s of masquerading as “geriatric Hell’s Angels on scooters”. Our farewell to
David and Mary would be one last hearty breakfast on Oh! before they departed at mid day for an
overnight passage to the island of Terceira the following morning. They have a pretty packed schedule
and needed to keep heading east to the Mediterranean. It would likely be our last time together for several
years. It was a sad departure since we had become very good friends over the past 7 weeks.
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I first met them in Bermuda, only hours before they set out across the Atlantic. It started with, ”Hi, I am
Rod. Did you sail that catamaran all the way from Australia?”

 Mary and David’s Sprout 37, my buddy boat while I sailed solo across the Atlantic.

There is a lot of background to the answer to that question, but we quickly became friends and, using our
Iridium Go systems, enjoyed an impromptu race across the Atlantic while texting each other multiple
times per day. We had many great LOL texts of our mutual adventures. We connected again on arrival in
Lajes, on the island of Flores, where we spent six days hiking and enjoying that beautiful island as well as
the island of Corvo before David and Mary sailed on to Horta. I caught up to them again on Pico, where
David and I hiked to the summit (the highest point in Portugal), and then again on São Jorge, after Diane
returned from Vancouver.
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 One of the many natural arches along the north side of the island of São Jorge, Açores.

The second component of our incredible day on Grasciosa originated late in the afternoon after David and
Mary’s departure from Velas, on São Jorge Island. We had been doing some paper work and dealing with
stuff from home all afternoon and needed some exercise. So we decided to go for a hike around the
waterfront to the local cinder cone and natural area in Velas. It was getting late so we didn’t have much
time. As we rowed into the marina we passed a beautiful all wood, all varnished double-ended sail boat
from Finland. It was like a work of art; absolutely perfect. It clearly made a lasting impression on us.

The walk through the small town of Velas was beautiful. Azorean’s love the sea and, wherever possible,
they have created natural swimming pools among the rocky outcrops along the coast. These include
change areas that are often just a hollow cut into the cliffs with a door, as well as an outdoor rinsing
shower. We planned to enjoy a swim after our hike at one of the outcroppings. About halfway up the
cinder cone, we said. “Hi!” to a man in bare feet coming down the sand and cinder gravel path. The
friendly greeting encouraged him to stop and he told us we have to experience the silence of the collapsed
crater. “Make sure you go down inside to experience the silence; don’t just go to the rim”. He was fit,
about our age, and had a Scandinavian accent. I asked if he was from one of the boats and he replied he
was on a wooden boat in the marina. That led to a brief conversation with “Jan”. We discussed his
incredible boat and we received an invitation to come see it. The whole encounter was over in about 2-3
minutes and we were off to continue our walk. The views from the cinder cone rim were spectacular, with
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jaw dropping sights down sheer cliffs several hundred meters high, to the clear blue sea bathed in the
warm glow of the evening sun. By the time we returned, had our swim and walked back to the marina, it
was well after dark and too late to visit Jan.

 Our Norwegian friends Mona and Arno meeting our new Finish friend Jan and his beautiful work of art.

The next day we caught up to Jan to see his boat. It is 74 years old and looks like it was built yesterday. It
is a “work of art” and resounding testament to his boat building skills. It turns out Jan owns the oldest
wooden boat yard in Finland and builds wooden boats for a living. He acquired this one from its original
owners who had sailed it extensively and wanted it to go to someone who could properly care for it. Jan
then spent 2 years refurbishing and repairing it. He changed the engine to an electric drive and fitted it
with all new running tackle, standing rigging, canvas, new sails and much more. His old boat was not
only “74 years new” it was also “green”. Jan had decided many years ago he was done with burning
hydrocarbons. His only concession is his cooking stove and traditional lamp. Otherwise he cycles, walks,
or sails everywhere. Our chat with this kind and fascinating man was brief and we parted hoping to see
him again. The next morning when we rowed into the marina, Jan’s boat was gone. He had left before
dawn.

Time in the Açores is an enigma. In one sense the islands have stood still in time, yet they are also racing
to modernize. When you are visiting here, time seems to disappear way too fast. I had originally planned
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to spend three weeks exploring all nine islands of the Açores archipelago. I had already been here for 5
weeks and seen only 4 islands. It was time to move on and we headed back to Faial to paint our mural on
its famous wall at Horta, to explore and to investigate regulations regarding running our cruising
adventures here next season.

To our surprise we were greeted at the marina with big smiles and open arms by Mona and Arno. Later
that same evening we had a brief chat with a Swiss couple who were enjoying an evening stroll along the
quay. Lisa and Schön were planning to stay all winter in the Açores and had sailed extensively in the
Madeira and Canary Islands. We invited them for breakfast the next morning to chat about the next
islands in our cruising plans. The evening was spent at dinner with Mona and Arno at the Genuino
restaurant for a “fado” (an evening of traditional songs and dinner accompanied by several singers, a
guitar and mandolin). The restaurant is named after Genuino, the owner. He has sailed solo around the
world twice taking the traditional routes around both of the southern capes. At the time in the early
1990’s, he was one of only 9 solo sailors to have rounded Cape Horn. His restaurant is filled with
mementos of his trips and his book. It was a great evening. The surprise was to find out late in the
evening that our Norwegian friends Arno and Mona were good friends with our breakfast guests for the
next morning, Lisa and Schön.

The next five days flew by hiking, swimming, exploring the islands. Each evening we would enjoy wine
and cheese with a growing list of fascinating international friends and got lots of great tips on the best
places to visit. We also managed to get our mural done so that we would depart Horta with “good luck”.
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 Diane and Rod putting the finishing touches on our mural at the port wall in Horta, Faial, Açores.

The next island on our list was Graciosa. A short weather window opened up that would make it possible
to anchor there for 2-4 days. There is a good harbour at Praia, but it is pretty small and full of local boats.
There isn’t much room for a catamaran like Oh!, so we had to time our visit when the weather would be
favourable to anchor outside the small harbour. Our new friends from Norway decided to join us, so 
Vilde and Oh! enjoyed a very comfortable downwind 40 nm run to Graciosa. But it wasn’t a race! As it
turned out, 29 ton Vilde, with her large gaff rig main and code zero head sail, matched 8 ton Oh!’s 130%
Genoa and furled main (above 120 degrees AWA Oh! sails best with just a Genoa) “knot for knot
downwind”!

Our early Thursday evening arrival left time for a swim then wine and a light dinner with Mona and Arno
to discuss plans. The weather forecast was for rain Friday, so it was decided Friday would be a boat day
(working on fixing items on the “to do lists”). Saturday would be our free day and what a day it was!

Saturday started out with a quick swim and breakfast then off to find a taxi for an island tour. Our driver,
Servo (Roy to us), was from Graciosa, but had spent 20 years in Canada and the USA, which is very
common for Azoreans. His English was impeccable; this was Mona’s only requirement. It is wonderful to
be able to use English as a common language, but also embarrassing at how mono-lingual I am. I try hard
to use my limited French but often in an international mix of people, it is everyone else who defaults to
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English so Diane and I are not left out of any conversation. The cruising community is very gracious.

 The Whale rock off Graciosa and the incredible warm clear blue waters of the Açores islands.

Roy started out driving us around to the typical tourist stops on our route, but after a short time we all
quickly became friends and the typical tour became an extended welcoming to his island. Over the course
of our day we visited viewpoints, cafes, the islands well known spa and healing center, and walked deep
down into the Furna do Enxofre (a rare volcanic cavern and lake inside a ‘caldeira’).
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 The Furna do Enxofre is fascinating and beautiful.

We had a wonderful outdoor lunch at a park cafe and an impromptu wine tasting with a wine vendor.
Graciosa, like all the Açores islands we had been to, was stunningly beautiful. Flowers, woods, meadows,
volcanic cinder cones, dramatic cliffs and some of the clearest blue waters we have seen. The topography
and foliage, dotted with traditional lava stone and white plaster buildings, pasture walls covered in
flowers and restored red and white windmills, create beautiful vistas at every turn. We sampled traditional
Queijadas da Graciosa (sweet tarts) with a Galão (coffee latte), freshly picked red grapes waiting to be
crushed by foot before being pressed to extract the juice for wine, and wine from last years harvest of the
same vineyard. We visited the historical museum and arrived back at Praia with plenty of time for an
evening swim.
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 Grapes freshly picked and ready to be stomped (barefoot of course) and pressed.

The day was fabulous. Great friends, wonderful experiences and surprise events all day long. But there’s
more…

On arrival back at Praia harbour we met up again with Jan and his beautiful varnished wooden boat. We
invited Jan, Mona and Arno to finish the day with wine and flat bread pizza on Oh! and they all
enthusiastically agreed. After a swim and shower off the sugar scoop, I showed Diane the secret recipe for
making flat bread pizza that David and Mary from Adventurous had shared with me. By the time the
others arrived, we had five flat breads ready to go plus all the fixings. It quickly evolved into a custom,
buil-your-own pizza and salad evening with Açores wine, beer and Diane’s fresh from the oven apple
crumble with yogurt. Then, to our surprise, Jan announced he had brought a special instrument he wanted
to play for us and he pulled out his hand drum. I had seen one before from a friend at our soaring club
who also has one. They are amazing instruments. Jan quickly filled the aft cockpit of Oh! with a sound
that is best described as a rhythmic blend of tubular bells, xylophone and gong that resonates right
through you. Jan played while we were all mesmerized by the tones and beat he created. The air was
warm and still, the moon was rising, the stars were out, the cockpit was filled with our new friends, great
food, fine wine and unforgettable music. It all started with, “Hi, we are Diane and Rod”.

About The Author
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Rod Morris

Oh! - 2006 Robertson and Caine Leopard 40’ Catamaran

Rod has been sailing Oh! throughout the eastern Caribbean for the past three seasons offering people the
chance to ”Sample the Cruising Lifestyle”. Rod is currently in the Azores preparing to sail back to the
Caribbean via the Madeira, Canary and Cape Verde Islands. He has enjoyed 8 Caribbean passages and 2
Atlantic Passages (most recently solo) over the past 10 years. You can follow their travels on Instagram at
sv_oh, or find out how you can join them through their website: www.cloudstocoral.com. Rod is a
Professional Geologist, Gliderpilot and RYA Yachtmaster (Offshore) and has been a member of BCA for
3 years. Diane is a Nurse Educator, who loves to travel, explore and enjoy the outdoors. They can be
reached at info@cloudstocoral.com.

_______________________________________________
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“Surviving” Hurricane Willa in Mazatlán

http://currents.bluewatercruising.org/articles/surviving-hurricane-willa-in-mazatlan/

On Sunday, October 21, 2018, Hurricane Willa commenced. The rain and high winds one expects with
such a storm did not materialize, but the news reports, emails, discussions and planning all ensued as per
the stormy weather predicted. The morning radio net was focused on the NOAA predictions, government
warnings and the location of the nearest evacuation center. A Category 5 hurricane rightly stokes the fears
in any sailor’s heart, but the forecast models showed little fierceness for the north of Mazatlán.
Nonetheless, canvases came down, sails were tied down or removed, and extra dock lines were woven
until the marina looked a bit like a giant spider had visited.

The local dock crews were tremendous in their efforts to prepare for the storm and it is heartening to
know that, even in absentia, people do look after your boat. News reports of catastrophic devastation in
Mazatlán did little to cool the anxieties back home.

By Monday afternoon, NOAA showed the track of Willa had veered deliciously south and forecast
models showed winds of 5 – 15 knots at the marina in Mazatlán. That said, it could easily veer north
again, so further preparations were undertaken. The restaurants and stores alongside the marina boarded
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or taped up their windows and many closed early.

On Carpe Ventus, bags were packed and ready to go, escape routes were investigated and essential food
items were topped up. A few known boats, whose owners were still up north, were checked on and
nothing was left to do but relax in the cockpit with a beer and a book.

 Patiently waiting out Category 5 hurricane Willa.

Tuesday was hurricane day. If there was to be a conflagration, this was going to be it. Many sailors left
the marina for safer accommodations inland, marina staff went home to care for their own, restaurants
closed and nary a mariachi band was heard. As the rains began, all seemed quite calm. I dug out my rain
gear and strolled the marina. It felt a little like I was the last person on earth, as the usually bustling
community had disappeared. Oddly, the 3 cm of rain that fell did cause some minor flooding; they just do
not have storm drain infrastructure here. As the hurricane made landfall further south, the winds were
about 5 knots and the maximum wind over the 3-day period was about 15 knots. To the west, the sunset
was glorious and a golden glow illuminated the flotilla, while to the east, giant dark clouds obliterated the
sky.

Wednesday was spent reversing all the preparations and reviving the lost community. What better way
than to have a BURP.
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 A post-hurricane BURP (Bluewater Unofficial Rendezvous Place).

The Canadian collective of 8 were invited for a pot luck dinner on Thursday night: Dennis Giraud and
Gerri McKiernan of Ultegra; Jackie and Mike Champion of Angelique; and Justin, Lisa and Carson of 
Bloom. Unfortunately, the last 3 later called in sick. As usual, a lovely evening ensued with plenty of
food, beverages and conversation. A new recipe was born: ‘Chicken Willa’! It starts off hot and spicy,
with second bites being sweeter and juicier, and the whole affair being golden.
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 Delicious ‘Chicken Willa’.

Hurricanes are definitely a threat to sailors and warnings should be heeded. However, keep an eye on the
weather forecasts not the  newscasts!

About The Author

Brian Short

Carpe Ventus - Beneteau Oceanis 45

Brian got the offshore bug while crewing in the 1986 Vic-Maui race. After raising three daughters, and a
career as an electrical engineer, retirement beckoned. He planned a two-year cruise off to Mexico, Hawaii
and home to Nanaimo, and is currently in Mexico with many miles ahead. Life aboard Carpe Ventus is
fabulous but missing partner Glenda, who joins on occasion during the journey.  

_______________________________________________
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CZone Simplifies Electrical Installations

http://currents.bluewatercruising.org/articles/czone-simplifies-electrical-installations/

Marine electrical wiring has not changed a great deal over the years.  Recently, we have seen the
introduction of multiplexing, or digital switching, as a way of simplifying wiring and providing far easier
monitoring and control.

A New Zealand company, BEP Marine, introduced CZone a few years ago, mostly to new boat
construction.  CZone is a digital networked power control and monitoring system. Using a common
NMEA 2000 CAN bus, CZone replaces normal wiring with a single wire to shorten cable runs. By
decentralizing the DC power distribution system, and moving circuit control and protection devices closer
to loads, CZone enables shorter cable runs and reduces the size of conductors. CZone is scale-able on
boats ranging from 25 to 90 feet. Modules can easily be added and the plug and play system is designed
for simple, fast installation, requiring no factory set-up.
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Pacific Yacht Systems has been working with the CZone system for the past few years, and has
recognized the immediate benefit in reductions in cable usage, harness weights and installation times. The
CZone system also integrates many stand-alone components into one intuitive system. Wiring is
dramatically simplified, as the CZone system is designed to remove complex switching clusters and
wiring runs. Modules can easily be added into the system to best suit the OEM and end-users’ needs.

About The Author

Jeff Cote

Pacific Yacht Systems - 

Jeff Cote is a systems design engineer and owner of Pacific Yacht Systems, a full service shop delivering
marine electrical and navigation solutions for recreational boats. Visit their website and blog for info and
articles on marine electrical systems, projects and more: www.pysystems.ca.

_______________________________________________
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Vancouver Island Fleet Report: September 2018

http://currents.bluewatercruising.org/news/vi-fleet-sepetember/

On September 26 we convened the initial gathering of the 2018-19 Vancouver Island Fleet group. It was a
relatively small group when compared to previous years with 11 people registering from 7 boats. We are
anticipating other arrivals in October as we have had commitments from some of last year’s attendees
from Nanaimo.

Lionel Dobson was in attendance to enlighten the gathering regarding upcoming education opportunities
he has scheduled and Connie Morahan presented the format and introduction for the upcoming weather
season seeking commitments from attendees for the various topics to be covered. Larry Roberts will be
taking over the weather group this year however he is still out cruising and was unable to join us at this
meeting.
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Our “show & tell” for this meeting was greatly enhanced due to a donation from Brent Alley and Barbara
Lyall of their expired Avon 6 person life raft which was activated successfully in spite of its age. The
witnesses now have great motivation to learn everything they can to ensure they never have the need to be
climbing into one of these lovely devices in nasty seas for an undetermined time.

October 17th saw us enjoying one of the perpetually interesting events of the fleet year as we hear a panel
of returned cruisers gift us with their knowledge learned from the last year. More on that later.

About The Author

Al Kitchen - VI Fleet Coordinator

Wyndspree - Huntingford 53 Ketch

Al Kitchen has been a BCA member since 2005. Al and his wife Gaye lived aboard Wyndspree (53?
ketch) from 1996 until 2007 and cruised the BC coast throughout this time. Between 2006 and the
present, Al crewed on different boats with fellow Bluewater members, including voyages from Victoria,
BC to San Francisco; Gladstone, Australia to Fiji; New Zealand to Victoria, B.C.; and San Jose del Cabo
to Hilo, HI. Al is now co-coordinating the V.I. Fleet group with Daragh Nagle.

                                   49 / 80



Currents
The Official Magazine of the Bluewater Cruising Association

_______________________________________________

                                   50 / 80



Currents
The Official Magazine of the Bluewater Cruising Association

Vancouver Fleet Report: September 2018

http://currents.bluewatercruising.org/news/vancouver-fleet-report-september-2018/

The first meeting of the Vancouver Fleet of 2019 was held at 1900h on Tuesday, September 25 in the
Caberfeigh room at the Scottish Cultural Centre. Twenty two boats were registered, represented by the
fifty people in attendance. These included doers temporarily back from offshore: Malcolm MacPhail and
Dina Aloi, Dale Gebhard, Gary Peacock and Rob Murray.

The Fleet Watchkeepers, Cameron and Marianne McLean, opened the meeting. After welcoming the
Fleet and mutual introductions, Cameron described the Fleet committees and explained that these
committees are the core of the Fleet. The volunteers who lead the committees determine the programs and
functions for the year.

Cameron had a number of recommendations for how to prepare well ahead of time for cruising offshore:
gaining local sailing experience (around Vancouver Island, VICE, etc.); learning Spanish; installing an
SSB radio; registering one’s boat; visiting a travel clinic for vaccinations, among other things.

The presenters for the evening were Dina Aloi and Malcolm MacPhail of Good as Gold. They described
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their extensive cruising experience, emphasizing conditions at sea. This included navigation, weather and
living aboard. They showed us the boatyards where they safely stored their boat, talked about their best
and worst experiences, and shared a bit of what was next to come. All of this was accompanied by
excellent photos.

The meeting adjourned at 2200 hours. The next Vancouver Fleet meeting is scheduled for October 30, at
1900h. All are welcome!

About The Author

Cameron and Marianne McLean, Vancouver Fleet Coordinators

Mayknot - Seabird 37

Cam and Marianne McLean have been BCA members since 1987, cruised offshore, and have served as
the Vancouver Fleet Coordinators for many years.
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Safety at Sea Seminars

http://currents.bluewatercruising.org/news/safety-at-sea-seminars/

Because it’s a Vic-Maui/Pacific Cup year, safety at sea seminars are again being held in the northwest.
These seminars are required for the crew in these races and are recommended for cruisers, so spaces are
limited!

The seminars are being held in both Canada and the US and are designed to provide participants with a
better sense of how to react during emergencies at sea. They are unique in that they involve hands-on use
of emergency equipment like life rafts and PFDs in a pool. The content of the seminars, in both the USA
and Canada, is substantially identical, as one would expect in a world-wide sailing approved course.
However, the US seminars usually offer hands-on use of pyrotechnics (typically impossible to arrange in
Canada) and a live demonstration of a USCG helicopter dropping and retrieving a rescue swimmer.

BCA cruisers who have taken the seminar have found it a very useful confidence booster.

Seminars being are held at:

Royal Vancouver Yacht Club
Offshore Personal Survival Course (2 day, Sail Canada – World Sailing Approved)
Saturday-Sunday, November 17-18, 2018, Vancouver, BC
The Sailing Foundation, Vancouver Washington
U.S. Sailing two-day Safety at Sea seminar (world sailing approved)
February 9-10, 2019
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These seminars fill up, register early!

About The Author

Rob Murray

Avant - Beneteau First 44.5 Sloop

Rob Murray and Debra Zhou are 'Doers' in the Sea of Cortez, Mexico.
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Vancouver Island Fleet Report: October 2018

http://currents.bluewatercruising.org/news/vancouver-island-fleet-report-october-2018/

Following the organizational meeting in September, the tradition in the Vancouver Island Fleet group is
to host a panel of returned cruisers in the October meeting. The panel typically addresses questions
regarding their preparations to head offshore and how well they feel they approached the task.

In keeping with tradition, this October meeting saw 15 fleet members from 8 boats participating in a very
interesting discussion covering a wide range of topics including gear choices, educational opportunities,
and inter-personal communications. The panelists included a couple who took the offshore route from
Victoria to San Francisco, a couple who purchased a boat in San Diego and jumped down the coast of the
Baja, and a couple who cruised our own jewel of Haida Gwaii. The panelists  did a wonderful job of
passing on their discoveries to the eager fleet members who had the opportunity to participate in this
event.
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Our next meeting will be on November 14 and will address the topic of medical issues for
overseas/offshore travel from a sailing cruisers perspective, a topic high on the list of concerns with this
year’s fleet group.

We will also begin the first of a two-part presentation and discussion of sail trim and technique for
offshore sailing.

About The Author

Al Kitchen - VI Fleet Coordinator

Wyndspree - Huntingford 53 Ketch

Al Kitchen has been a BCA member since 2005. Al and his wife Gaye lived aboard Wyndspree (53?
ketch) from 1996 until 2007 and cruised the BC coast throughout this time. Between 2006 and the
present, Al crewed on different boats with fellow Bluewater members, including voyages from Victoria,
BC to San Francisco; Gladstone, Australia to Fiji; New Zealand to Victoria, B.C.; and San Jose del Cabo
to Hilo, HI. Al is now co-coordinating the V.I. Fleet group with Daragh Nagle.
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Vancouver Fleet Report: October 2018

http://currents.bluewatercruising.org/news/vancouver-fleet-report-october-2018/

The October meeting of the Vancouver Fleet of 2019 was held at 1900h on Tuesday, October 30 in the
Caberfeidh room at the Scottish Cultural Centre. Twenty five boats are now registered representing more
than forty people.

The program consisted of a panel of Doners discussing the topic “What would I change?” Among the
participants were Adrian Woodroffe, Steve and Dionne Tremblay, Bill Bourlet, Malcolm MacPhail, Dina
Aloi and Mike Davison. It was a lively occasion with questions from the audience on all sorts of topics
about cruising.
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 There was lots of engagement with questions from the audience.

The next meeting is tentatively scheduled for November 13. Malcolm MacPhail will do a presentation
about OpenCPN and Google Earth charts. Following that, we will host the regular Fleet meeting on 
November 27. The topic for the regular Fleet meeting will be Offshore Weather. Hope to see you there!

 

About The Author

Cameron and Marianne McLean, Vancouver Fleet Coordinators

Mayknot - Seabird 37

Cam and Marianne McLean have been BCA members since 1987, cruised offshore, and have served as
the Vancouver Fleet Coordinators for many years.
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Women's Day: 2019 Vancouver Boat Show

http://currents.bluewatercruising.org/news/womens-day-at-the-2019-vancouver-boat-show/

Pacific Yachting Systems is once again presenting Women’s Day at the Vancouver International Boat
Show.  The keynote speaker is Susan Pickrell, who will be speaking about her career with the Coast
Guard and building confidence on the water.

Plan to attend the Vancouver International Boat Show on Saturday, February 9, 2019 for a full day of
boating seminars and guest speakers designed to educate and inspire. In addition to the Women’s Day
keynote speaker, Susan Pickrell, there are lots of topics to choose from, ranging from new marine
electronics, towing, emergency procedures, offshore adventures, understanding your electrical systems
and new places to explore in the Pacific Northwest. The presentations, for both power and sail, will help
beginners get started and offer seasoned boaters a fun refresher.

Tickets

Registration for this event is now open. Your ticket includes a light breakfast, bag lunch, fashion show,
wine tasting as well as admission to the Boat Show, which is open until 2000h, so you will have lots of
time to shop. And to top it all off, amazing gift bags and raffle prizes!

The cost is $99, but tickets are limited and will sell out fast.

About The Author

Rosario Passos

Counting Stars - Whitby 42 Ketch

Rosario is a dreamer who wants to sail the South Pacific.... so far she sails the local waters of the Salish

                                   59 / 80

http://currents.bluewatercruising.org/news/womens-day-at-the-2019-vancouver-boat-show/
http://www.pysystems.ca/
https://www.vancouverboatshow.ca/education/womens-day/
https://www.vancouverboatshow.ca/
https://www.vancouverboatshow.ca/
http://vancouverboatshow.ca/education/womens-day/


Currents
The Official Magazine of the Bluewater Cruising Association

Sea to get as much experience as possible.
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Basic Marine Radar

http://currents.bluewatercruising.org/events/basic-marine-radar-2/

Learn from a radar expert! After completion of this seminar, students will be able to set up their radar
system for maximum results and interpret a wide variety of radar information. Participants will learn
simple techniques to:

Identify land-masses, other vessels and transient targets
Use radar effectively for collision avoidance and navigation,
Interpret and control the display under a variety of conditions,
Recognize and compensate for rain and sea clutter, interference and side-lobe echoes
Use and understand ARPA (automatic radar plotting aid)
Put your new-found skills to work in a real-time, state-of-the-art maritime simulator

Bonus: The course will include 1/2 day simulator-based training to better understand collision avoidance,
true motion and relative motion and operating the radar in adverse conditions.
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About the Instructor

Kevin Monahan is an experienced captain, retired Canadian Coast Guard officer, and author of “The
Radar Book: Effective Navigation and Collision Avoidance.”

Course Materials

Registration fee includes a copy of, The Radar Book: Effective Navigation and Collision Avoidance,
which normally retails for $25 and is used in the United States Power Squadron Marine Radar Seminar.

Location

This course will take place in a new-to-BCA location, the Western Maritime Institute, located in close
proximity to Nanaimo Airport.
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Vancouver Fleet of 2019: Boat Visits

http://currents.bluewatercruising.org/events/vancouver-fleet-of-2019-boat-visits/

Come to this season’s first BCA Tour of Bluewater Boats Saturday, October 20 at the Vancouver Rowing
Club in Stanley Park. If you are a member of the BCA Fleet, are getting ready to go offshore, or just want
to gather tips on outfitting a cruising yacht, you don’t want to miss this event! The boats available to tour
include:

String Theory (Beneteau 47), owned by John Mortimer, won First Division in the 2016 Vic-Maui
Race with a crew of ten.
The Fugitive (forty-foot Farr), owned by Ben Rummen, sailed to Frisco this summer to join the
Pacific Cup Race to Hawaii.
L’Ange (Beneteau 42), owned by John Blair, has explored the Sea of Cortez for several years.

Tours will start at the Vancouver Rowing Club gate, lower left of the Clubhouse, at 1400h sharp. Paid
parking is available on the street or in the Stanley Park public parking lot. After the boat tours, all are
invited to the Club bar to continue the conversation.
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This is a great opportunity to meet skippers aboard their yachts, learn how they prepared their boat for
going offshore and pick up some new ideas for your own offshore experience.

Please RSVP to Ian Cameron, so we have an idea of attendees.

Note: The BCA would like to offer more tours of a wide variety of offshore cruising boats over the next
few months. If you would like to host a tour of your bluewater boat, please contact Ian Cameron.

_______________________________________________
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Psychology of Voyaging

http://currents.bluewatercruising.org/events/psychology-of-voyaging-2/

The Psychology of Voyaging is a BCA “signature” course that has received rave reviews from
participants:  “This was hands-down the best & most useful course we took to prepare ourselves for
extended voyaging. Also it was interesting, interactive and fun! Do not miss it.“

The pursuit of offshore voyaging is the pursuit of a dream for most of us. This course explores the many
motives, desires and challenges inherent in the voyaging dreams, and as we pursue the challenge to
explore the oceans and cultures of the world, inevitably we explore ourselves through our responses to the
situations we encounter. Part of preparing for voyaging is preparing ourselves psychologically, and part
of voyaging is becoming the adventurer we dream to be.

For more reading about this course, check out the article published in Currents in 2015.

Billeting can be arranged, upon request in advance, for out-of-town participants.

Instructor

Rick Ellis is a BCA lifetime member who brings his years of boating experience and professional
facilitation expertise to this popular, “must do” course and his docking skills course.

_______________________________________________
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Christmas Wreath Workshop (Nov 18)

http://currents.bluewatercruising.org/events/christmas-wreath-workshop-nov-18/

Put the fir and spruce aside and grab some… manila rope? Yes! And in approximately two hours, under the
tutelage of Chriswhatshisknots and using the “Turk’s Head” decorative sailor’s knot, you will have
created a unique, festive wreath to adorn your home this holiday season.

28? of 1/2? manila rope, ribbon, Christmas flowers and whipping line are provided; other decorations and
12v lights will be available for an additional cost to create the ultimate, nautically themed wreath.

_______________________________________________
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Marine Electrical Basics for Cruisers

http://currents.bluewatercruising.org/events/cruisers-marine-electrical-basics/

In preparation for cruising, learn about your yacht’s electrical system with Jeff Cote.

A systems design engineer (BASc), Jeff is actively involved in the National Marine Electronics
Association (NMEA) and is a member of its Certified Marine Electronics Technician development
committee. As Western Canada’s only NMEA instructor, he holds a NMEA advanced marine electronic
installer certification; he also holds marine electrical certification through the American Boat and Yacht
Council. Jeff is a certified installer of Raymarine and Garmin electronics.

In this session, we will look at the best options for preparing your boat’s electrical systems for cruising!
What do you need to consider for batteries, charging, and power management overall when you are
offshore?

We will look at all the key electrical components, circuits and discuss electrical problems using a multi
meter.  The goal is to work towards electrical system’s self-sufficiency while cruising near or far.

_______________________________________________
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Electronics & Electrical Troubleshooting for Cruisers

http://currents.bluewatercruising.org/events/electrical-planning-electronics-for-the-cruiser/

This course will cover troubleshooting electrical and electronics systems. It will also provide details on
energy planning as well as jury rigging, and repairing while on the water once you have decided on your
electronics systems, along with the battery options and methods of producing that electrical power
cruisers need to keep on cruising!

This course is intended for any cruising boater, not just the skipper, who wants to learn more about
electricity and electronics in the boating environment.

A systems design engineer (BASc), Jeff is actively involved in the National Marine Electronics
Association (NMEA) and is a member of its Certified Marine Electronics Technician development
committee. As Western Canada’s only NMEA instructor, he holds a NMEA advanced marine electronic
installer certification; he also holds marine electrical certification through the American Boat and Yacht
Council. Jeff is a certified installer of Raymarine and Garmin electronics.

_______________________________________________
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Basic Diesel Engines

http://currents.bluewatercruising.org/events/basic-diesel-engines/

Do you own and maintain your own sailboat? Would you like to gain a better understanding of diesel
engines, including proper operation and maintenance? Then, this course is for you!

No prior experience or knowledge of diesel engines is necessary. The instructor will explain the operating
principles of a marine diesel engine and will cover operation, servicing and troubleshooting related to:

Lubrication
Cooling
Fuel
Electrical
Stuffing boxes

Instructor

David West is a highly experienced and knowledgeable diesel mechanic and instructor who comes highly
recommended by students who have attended his courses. He is also a sailing instructor.
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Christmas Wreath Workshop (Nov 25)

http://currents.bluewatercruising.org/events/christmas-wreath-workshop-nov-25/

Put the fir and spruce aside and grab some… manila rope? Yes! And in approximately two hours, under the
tutelage of Chriswhatshisknots and using the “Turk’s Head” decorative sailor’s knot, you will have
created a unique, festive wreath to adorn your home this holiday season.

28? of 1/2? manila rope, ribbon, Christmas flowers and whipping line are provided; other decorations and
12v lights will be available for an additional cost to create the ultimate, nautically themed wreath.

_______________________________________________
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Intermediate Diesel

http://currents.bluewatercruising.org/events/intermediate-diesel-2/

This course is for anyone who owns and maintains their own sailboat, already have some basic
knowledge of diesel engines, and want to gain a better understanding of them, including proper operation
and more advanced maintenance procedures.

Attendance at a prior BCA Basic Diesel course or a good basic knowledge of diesel engines is a pre-
requisite for this course. Some topics covered include:

Review of fuel, cooling and lubrication systems
Electrical system: batteries, alternators, AC chargers & inverters
Battery servicing
Various charging systems
Drives: straight drive, v-drive, sail drives
Shaft seals

Instructor
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David West is a highly experienced and knowledgeable diesel mechanic and instructor who comes highly
recommended by past students. He is also a sailing instructor.

_______________________________________________
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Calgary Club Night - The Accidental Circumnavigation

http://currents.bluewatercruising.org/events/calgary-club-night-the-accidental-circumnavigation-2/

Sailor and adventurer Cresswell Walker shares his tales of sailing more than 50,000 miles in a 10 year
‘accidental’ circumnavigation with his partner Irena. Come hear tales of dodging hurricanes, pirates, and
bureaucrats – learning how not to be scared half to death while having the time of your life!

Historically, sailing around the world has been the prerogative of only kings and queens and their
privileged vassals. In early times, it took hundreds of men and many ships in an expedition to bear one
commander around the globe. Today, it is different. Today, anybody can, for the cost of a car, buy a boat,
load it up with groceries and a GPS and set out to see the world under sail. Or so it would seem.

What bigger adventure could there be but to sail off into this magic kingdom? One day in our tiny boat,
we point the bow out to sea for an unseen tropical destination thousands of miles away, and enter the
world where we are in command of our own lives, where we experience the rush of our own daring and
the joy of a successful passage and a distant landfall.

_______________________________________________
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Diesel Maintenance and Servicing

http://currents.bluewatercruising.org/events/diesel-maintenance-and-servicing/

Ben Gartside, a lifetime mechanical technician and President of Gartside Marine Engines, is offering a
two-day workshop on diesel engine maintenance and servicing. Topics include:

Regular maintenance requirements
Cooling system, exhaust and ventilation
Fuel system
Electrical system
Transmission and stern gear

Classroom work will be held each morning with practical demonstrations at the Gartside Marine
workshop on Harbour Road in Sidney each afternoon.

Image attribution: “Model Engine B Luc Viatour” by I, Luc Viatour. Licensed under CC BY-SA 3.0 via Commons.
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Rigging Maintenance & Inspection

http://currents.bluewatercruising.org/events/rigging-maintenance-inspection/

Lines, mast, shrouds, halyards: how to inspect and prepare your boat’s rigging for cruising!

This course is intended for people who own and maintain their own sailboat, or those who want to gain a
better understanding of standing and running rigging, including proper inspection and maintenance. The
instructor will cover the basic principles of rigging inspection & maintenance, as they relate to cruising
preparation. Topics include Planning to Go Aloft Safely, as well as Standing and Running Rigging.

About the Instructors

Stewart Jones and Pip Osbourne have a lifetime of rigging industry experience as well as offshore sailing.
They are highly experienced and knowledgeable rigging specialists and currently run Pro-Tech Yacht
Services, a full service rigging and metal fabrication shop in North Vancouver.

Image: CC BY
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Vancouver Club Night - Dreamspeaker West Coast Adventures

http://currents.bluewatercruising.org/events/vancouver-club-night-dreamspeaker-west-coast-adventures/

Please join us for the November Club night for a presentation from Laurence and Anne Yeadon-Jones. 
Over the last 30 years, the Yeadon-Jones’ have logged thousands of cruising hours exploring, charting,
recording and photographing the beautiful Pacific Northwest coastline. Their successful series of 7 
Dreamspeaker Cruising Guides are filled with nautically accurate hand-drawn charts and vital
information that guide boaters safely into busy harbours, marinas and sheltered anchorages.

Anne and Laurence live in Vancouver’s West End with their 36-foot sailboat Dreamspeaker, and faithful
dinghy, Tink, close by.

_______________________________________________
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Currents Cover: Photo Contest

http://currents.bluewatercruising.org/news/currents-cover-photo-contest-3/

The Currents Cover Photo Contest is back! Our monthly “PDF” publication needs the best photos of your
boats to grace its covers for the next 12 months!  Since the Currents Cover photo contests have been so
popular, we thought this should become an annual event!

So, here’s the scoop:

If you are a BCA member in good standing, we ask you to submit the best photos of your boat to the 
Currents Editor and then the Currents team will select the 12 best shots that will make the monthly cover
of Currents in 2019.

Contest Rules

It is important that you follow these rules and guidelines for submission because if you don’t, we may not
be able to use your photo. For example: we cannot use photos in landscape orientation for the cover of 
Currents, so, it is extremely important that you submit portrait only photos. See the rules and guidelines
below:
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Deadline for submission of photos: November 17, 2018
You can submit more than one photo
Photo submission guidelines:

Orientation: Portrait
Resolution: Minimum 1200×900 pixels or higher resolution
File format: .jpg

Winners will receive Currents credits towards their membership fees
Winners will be asked to provide a brief description of the boat and where the photo was taken.
They will also be asked to give permission to publish that information as well as their name.

So, dig into your photo archives or go out and take a great shot of your boat and keep those submissions
coming! I am really looking forward to seeing the entries come in!

Photo Attribution: (License: CC0)

About The Author

Rosario Passos

Counting Stars - Whitby 42 Ketch

Rosario is a dreamer who wants to sail the South Pacific.... so far she sails the local waters of the Salish
Sea to get as much experience as possible.
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