
Currents
The Official Magazine of the Bluewater Cruising Association

                                     1 / 58



Currents
The Official Magazine of the Bluewater Cruising Association

Table Of Contents

BCA is Back in Full Swing ................................................ 3
Vancouver Club Night - A Voyage of Uncommon Sense ............................ 5
Vancouver Island North - Club Night:  Bypass the Cruise Lines, Sail to Alaska ........... 6
Vancouver Island South - Club Night: South to the Ice ............................ 7

2015 BCA Cruising Awards Nominations ...................................... 9
Vancouver Island Cruising Experience 2015 ................................... 11
Adventures in Guadeloupe ............................................... 16
Living in the Moment... ................................................. 21
Tips on Leaving Mexico for French Polynesia .................................. 27
The Beauty and Devastation of Montserrat ................................... 30

Anchor Marker Floats .................................................. 36
Do You Have a Story to Tell?? ............................................ 41
Lessons Learned the Hard Way - Beware the Venturi Effect! ....................... 43
Firefly Oasis: A Comparison with Lead-Acid and AGM Batteries .................... 48
Practical Offshore Weather & Passage Planning ................................ 51
Basic Diesel for Women ................................................. 52
Vancouver Fleet Report: September ........................................ 53
In Memoriam - Peter Thomas ............................................. 55

                                     2 / 58



Currents
The Official Magazine of the Bluewater Cruising Association

BCA is Back in Full Swing

http://currents.bluewatercruising.org/?post_type=article&p=2553

Ahoy fellow sailors,

The Fall is definitely here, and BCA is back in full swing. Club nights are happening each month at all
chapters again:

Calgary: First Tuesday of the month
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Vancouver: Second Wednesday of the month
Vancouver Island: Third Tuesday of the month
Nanaimo: Third Thursday of the month

Education courses at each chapter are starting to get listed on the website and the ideas are rolling in for
activities and events over the Fall and Winter months. So stay tuned and check Currents often!
(shameless promotion :-))

BCA has secured our usual booth at the 2016 Vancouver Boat Show and confirmed that we will have an
offshore-ready boat at the in-water venue. Please mark the dates on your calendar now (Jan 20-24, 2016)
and watch for further details about how and when to sign up as a volunteer (approximately 75 will be
needed). Depending on your level of involvement, you will get at least a day pass for the day you
volunteer, so it’s a good deal!

We have compiled the articles published in September into a .pdf file. If you prefer to read the articles all
in one sitting, you can download the September Currents pdf.

Before I sign-off, may I remind you again to keep sending in your stories. Currents articles are read all
over the world, by members and non-members alike, now that Currents is a digital publication. The
articles generate great interest in the cruising and sailing community and your contributions make this
publication possible. Thank you!

About The Author

Rosario Passos

Counting Stars - Whitby 42 Ketch

Rosario is a dreamer who wants to sail the South Pacific.... so far she sails the local waters of the Salish
Sea to get as much experience as possible.

_______________________________________________
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Vancouver Club Night - A Voyage of Uncommon Sense

http://currents.bluewatercruising.org/events/vancouver-club-night-voyage-uncommon-sense/

Cresswell Walker and Irena Chmielowicz present: ‘A Voyage of Uncommon Sense’

What started as a modest dream to sail to Australia in a modest boat, turned into a working and sailing
adventure that took Cress and Irena around the world!

They left Vancouver in 2005, visited 41 countries, sailed over 50,000 miles, sold and then bought a
newer, bigger boat and worked in Asia, Africa and Turkey.

On September 20, 2015 they sailed into Vancouver.

Please join us at the October Club Night to hear about their amazing 10 Year Odyssey.

_______________________________________________
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Vancouver Island North - Club Night: Bypass the Cruise Lines,
Sail to Alaska

http://currents.bluewatercruising.org/events/vancouver-island-north-club-night-bypass-cruise-lines-sail-
alaska/

In 2013, Vincent Delongne sailed his Nonsuch 30 Hinterhoeller north to Alaska and returned. Despite
years of planning, he was nervous as he departed: over 1000 miles to go each way, enormously complex
coastline, myriad islands, reefs, rocky shoals, currents, wind, fog, rain, very few towns, lots of decisions
to make on route. Sailing mostly solo, Vincent went up the Inside Passage all the way to Glacier Bay,
then down along the outer Alaska islands, over to Haida Gwaai and down the west coast of Vancouver
Island.  Needless to say, three and half months later when he sailed back home he was much more
confident! His pictures document his passage route, anchorages, welcoming harbours, wildlife, art, and
the friendly people met along the way. Come along for a ride through some of the best sailing in the
world.

_______________________________________________
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Vancouver Island South - Club Night: South to the Ice

http://currents.bluewatercruising.org/events/vancouver-island-south-club-night-south-ice/

Traversay III is a Waterline 43 designed by Ed Rutherford and built of steel at Sidney, British Columbia
in 2000.  She is cutter rigged with roller furled genoa and hanked on staysail. She is 45 feet overall with a
13 ½ foot beam and 7 ½ foot draft.

Owners Laurence Roberts and Mary Anne Unrau have sailed over 90,000 miles in the boat since her first
launch.  They have crossed every meridian and reached latitudes from 65 S on the Antarctic Peninsula to
80 N at the northwest tip of Spitsbergen.  Ports of Call have included such diverse spots as Pitcairn, South
Georgia, Hamburg, Darwin and the Northwest Passage with many places in between.

In 2013 they sailed from St. Katharines Marina, London in late March and voyaged  to Victoria, British
Columbia in October via south English ports, the Irish Sea, the Hebrides, Iceland, Greenland, the
Northwest Passage and Alaska.

Their summer 2014 voyage started and ended from with a departure from the Causeway Marina, Victoria
in mid-April 2014 in a North Pacific circuit with stops in Mexico, Hawaii, King Cove Alaska and a return
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to Victoria heading south from a Canadian landfall in Prince Rupert.

The couple have made their home aboard their boat since 2001, and have wintered at the Causeway
Marina in Victoria since their arrival from the Northwest Passage on October 30, 2013.

_______________________________________________
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2015 BCA Cruising Awards Nominations

http://currents.bluewatercruising.org/news/2015-bca-cruising-awards-nominations/

If you think you are eligible, or wish to nominate someone for a sailing award, now is the time to do it!

As you may be aware, BCA offers  a number of cruising awards to its members, such as:

999 Coastal Award
Offshore Crew Award
Skipper’s Offshore Award
(Owner’s) Offshore Award

among other perpetual awards and trophies.

To learn more about the available awards and the membership qualifications required, check out the BCA
website or see the 2015 Member Directory, pp. 20 – 22.
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To make a nomination, please contact Boudewijn Neijens or call him at 604.921.1356.

In order to allow time for review by the Awards Committee, engraving, and presentation at the three
Chapters’ Awards Nights in December, all applications must be received prior to November 8, 2015.

About The Author

Rosario Passos

Counting Stars - Whitby 42 Ketch

Rosario is a dreamer who wants to sail the South Pacific.... so far she sails the local waters of the Salish
Sea to get as much experience as possible.

_______________________________________________
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Vancouver Island Cruising Experience 2015

http://currents.bluewatercruising.org/articles/vancouver-island-cruising-experience-2015/

I purchased the Intrepid IV, a 43-foot Sceptre sloop, in May of 2014. I plan to take it offshore – if all
goes well – in the late summer or early fall of 2016. VICE was an excellent opportunity for me to ensure
that the Intrepid IV was ready for offshore sailing.

Don Hutchison provided a list of members of the Bluewater Cruising Association who were prepared to
volunteer to crew boats taking part in the VICE trip. We were able to crew the Intrepid IV entirely from
this list of volunteers. Our crew consisted of Ian Rowe, Michael Morenomich and Soren Almansan, all of
whom were excellent crew members.

The VICE 2015 fleet was initially to consist of seven boats, two long haul trawlers and five sailing
vessels. Of these boats, only two sailing vessels, the Intrepid IV skippered by me and Arcola, skippered
by Wes Whiting, made the trip.

Don Hutchison, who was unable to make the trip for personal reasons, served as weather coordinator,
departure coordinator and departure date coordinator for the trip. Peter and Susan Jacobs acted as vessel
traffic coordinator and Coast Guard coordinator. They contacted the Coast Guard and were advised sail
plans should be filed with a responsible friend or family member and were provided with a list of the
channels to monitor while en route.

The VICE trip was scheduled to commence on July 5, 2015. Intrepid IV docked in the Victoria inner
harbour on July 4th for departure on the early morning of July 6th. Arcola weighed anchor in Beecher
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Bay late on July 4th for departure on the 6th.

En route from Vancouver to Victoria

Don Hutchison provided by email a copy of the weather forecast from NOAA’s POC for offshore waters.
It indicated that, as of July 4th a high pressure ridge west of the Washington and Oregon waters, from 60
to 250 nautical miles offshore, would persist throughout the night of Saturday, July 4th and slowly
weaken from Sunday to Tuesday night. A low pressure trough was to continue along the coast of
Vancouver Island through Saturday night and then slide west over the offshore waters Sunday into
Wednesday. Another high pressure ridge was to build over the west waters Wednesday night.

The result, for the area from Cape Verde to Cape Shoalwater, between 60 and 150 nautical miles
offshore, was that the gale force winds which were experienced on the night of July 4th, 2015, from 20 to
25 knots, diminished on Sunday to 5 to 15 knots and further on Monday until the winds were variable less
than 10 knots, and expected to increase from 10 to 20 knots on Wednesday. The forecast on Sunday, July
5th indicated that a low pressure trough along Vancouver Island would weaken Sunday and Sunday night
and then persist into Wednesday. A high pressure ridge west of the offshore waters would slowly weaken
Sunday into Wednesday night. A weak cold front would move into the waters from Thursday to Thursday
night.

The forecast for Cape Flattery to Cape Shoalwater on July 5th, 2015 indicated that winds would diminish
from north winds of 15 to 25 knots to northeast winds of 15 knots. Sunday night, the winds were to
change from north to northwest to 5 to 15 knots and, Monday, the winds were to be west to northwest
knots at less than 10 knots. The forecast for Monday, Tuesday and Wednesday was for the winds to be
between 5 to 10 knots on Monday, 5 to 15 knots on Tuesday and 5 to 25 knots on Wednesday.
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The Intrepid IV left Victoria harbour at approximately 0500h on Monday, July 6th so as to avoid the 4 to
6 knots of tide which would be flowing against us later in the day. The Intrepid IV met with 
Arcola outside of Beecher Bay at approximately 1000h. The winds in the Juan de Fuca Strait at Race
Rocks were approximately 20 knots north to northwest. As the VICE group moved north, the winds
increased to approximately 30 knots north to northwest with steep waves due to the low pressure ridge
which had been generating weather on the west side of the island for some days.

VICE: Just East of Victoria

Arcola started taking on water and Skipper Wes Whiting discovered that the lower opening portlights on 
Arcola leaked when going into heaving seas. The Arcola returned to Sooke Harbour to seal the opening
portlights and then continued the VICE trip, sailing north in the Juan de Fuca Strait to Port Renfrew.

The Intrepid IV continued tacking north in the Strait until approximately 2000h on July 6th when it
became apparent that we would not be able to reach the northern entrance to the Strait that evening if we
continued to sail. We motored for a few hours and reached a point north of the outbound traffic channel
located north of the Juan de Fuca Strait where we planned to turn west for the offshore portion of the trip.
At that point, the wind was variable between 2 to 4 knots. It seemed unlikely that there would be any
significant wind in the area between 60 to 150 nautical miles offshore and, rather than motor westward
for several hours only to discover that there was insufficient wind to sail, we turned south and motored
slowly towards the northern entrance to the Juan de Fuca Strait. We reached the northern entrance at
approximately 0600h. As we travelled south in the Juan de Fuca Strait, the winds increased to up to 20
knots, north to northwest.

While traveling downwind in the Strait, we had the opportunity to sail the spinnaker without the jib,
which worked very well, enabling the boat to reach approximately 8 knots. We also experimented with
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the newly-installed hydrovane. We were able to sail the boat using the hydrovane with very few
adjustments, despite the fact that the wind was almost directly on the stern.

Arcola in the strait

We arrived in Victoria at approximately 2000h on the evening of July 7th. The Arcola left Sooke harbour
on July 7th and travelled north in north to northwest winds ranging up to 20 knots while in the Strait. The
wind died after they left the Strait and did not return. Ultimately, they motored back to Port Renfrew until
the following morning when the wind came up at about 0930h. They then sailed nonstop from Sooke to
Sidney arriving at just before 1:00h on Friday.

From my point of view, as the skipper of a newly-acquired boat which I plan to take offshore, the
principal benefits of the VICE trip were twofold:

1. Preparing for the trip enabled me to focus on taking those steps which were necessary to prepare
the boat for offshore sailing well before the offshore trip was scheduled to commence.

2. The trip served as a shakedown cruise for the boat.

Prior to departure, we replaced a leaky through hull on the Intrepid IV, had the shaft machined and
maintenance done on the propeller, installed a hydrovane, obtained a second computer for navigation and
obtained a satellite phone number. We did not manage to complete all connections between the satellite
telephone and the SSB radio to enable us to use sail mail. We expect to be in position to receive sail mail
shortly. During the trip, the alternator on the Intrepid IV would not charge. This caused other difficulties,
including the loss of our navigation equipment at certain key junctures. As a result, we had an electrician
look at the electrical system after the Intrepid IV returned to Vancouver. The problem turned out to be a
blown fuse. I think that the VICE trip was well worthwhile and that it served its purpose for us. We were
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able to determine that the Intrepid IV is seaworthy and well-equipped for an offshore voyage. The
difficulties which we experienced on the trip were easily rectified on our return to port. It would have
been very difficult to reach the stage of readiness which is required for an offshore trip as early as we did
unless we were taking part in this event. This has enabled us to take a more leisurely and careful approach
to the final preparations needed to go offshore.

Those who participated on a volunteer basis in the preparation for the VICE trip are to be commended for
their efforts.

 

 

About The Author

Sydney Sabine

Intrepid IV - Sceptre 43' Sloop

Sydney is a Calgary Chapter member who plans to go offshore - if all goes well - in the late summer or
early fall of 2016. 

_______________________________________________
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Adventures in Guadeloupe

http://currents.bluewatercruising.org/articles/adventures-in-guadeloupe/

As the Ty Dewi team head south in the Windward Islands, the skipper has a plan to sail through the
middle of Guadeloupe….

There are times when it seems that I spend a couple of weeks building up brownie points with Gesa then
go sailing and blow them all on one trip. It’s usually big seas (like Nonsuch Bay) or excessively long
trips (Montserrat-Guadeloupe) or some other miscalculation or misrepresentation on my part.

Today had it all, although thankfully a good first couple of hours and a very interesting final destination,
but it has not gone to plan. We were attracted by the pilot guide’s description of the ‘north-middle’ of
the island (Guadeloupe is shaped like a butterfly, we are now at the head, between the two wings). This
area has beautiful reefs, excellent areas to explore by dinghy and then, after a couple of days, a
fascinating journey between the two ‘wings of the butterfly’ to Point à Pitre.
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 Local fishermen off Tete Anglais, Guadeloupe

So the first bits are good, we get out of Deshaies, into sheltered water and make ten miles fairly
comfortably before we have to break into open water and motor into the wind and sea. We expected this,
but even so, Gesa has to give up and lie down. We originally plan to go to Port Louis, a little fishing
village, but this is another four miles of hard travelling so we bottle out and head for a little anchorage
shown on the chart as beside an island and behind a reef. The entrance to the channel is a bit scary, big
breakers on either side of a hundred metre gap, but the buoys are big and look reliable, and we are soon
inside the reef in calmer water.

Sadly, the anchorage is far from sheltered – it might be OK in a gentle breeze but it’s blowing 20 knots
out here and choppy. We might be safe, but we won’t be comfortable. We realise that this whole bay, the
promised area of splendid exploring, is going to be a no-no in the current weather conditions, and it’s
forecast to blow harder over the next few days. The only choice is to go on to the Rivière Salée, the
narrow gap between the two islands.

But now, the buoys that have been guiding us are suddenly missing. Looking for the next one in the
chain, supposedly green, all we can see is a small yellow buoy. We know the channel is narrow, but deep
and we carefully head towards the buoy with 16 metres of water beneath us. Suddenly, very suddenly at
the marker it goes to 2 metres and as we spin round to get out of there, we touch the reef. Thankfully,
applying a lot of throttle and a little help from the bounce of the waves and we break back over the reef
into deep water leaving a trail of sandy churned up water. It’s a heartstopping moment.
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 The Rivière Salée is narrow, shallow but (mostly) well marked

We were being careful before, but now we are creeping onwards, carefully looking for changes in the
water colour which are fairly easy in bright sunshine, but much harder with cloud cover. Fortunately it’s
one of those days when you get some cloud, as we had when we hit the reef, then clear sky, then more
cloud. By using the bright periods to spot the water colours together with the pilot book and the electronic
charts, we manage to feel our way into the relative safety of the Rivière Salée. This is still nerve-
wracking, as it is only deep enough in most places to give us a couple of feet beneath the boat, but it’s
enough and we know it’s mud that we can get out of easily.

The river is blocked by two bridges, joining the two halves of the island. The good news is that they open
to let yachts through. The less good news is that they do so at 1630h. We’d expected to have a couple of
days gentle exploring before being here, but now we have to follow a hard and tense day of sailing with a
very early start.

Which is how we happen to be sat in the middle of a mangrove swamp, with all the mosquito screens in
place, and alarms set for 3:55am. Ah, another day in paradise.
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 Exploring the mangroves in the Rivière Salée

The passage through the Rivière Salée was a surprising delight. Getting up at 1630h to follow a shallow,
twisting swamp creek beneath two lifting road bridges and past the city rubbish dump was actually a
really fun morning. Issie slept, of course, but Max was up as soon as the engine went on and joined us on
deck in the darkness, enjoying the fact that the road lifted up to let us past, and we went past the airport
and other bright lights. We anchored in the dawn light in a very calm pool upriver of the city and caught a
couple more hours of sleep. We’ll explore Point à Pitre later….

 

Maxism

(things the kids say when cruising)

Being in a little bit of Caribbean France, we get salami sausage – the whole sausage about a foot long and
an inch across. We’re cutting some when Issie asks what animal it comes from. We explain that it comes
from a pig.

“Did it pooh it out?” says Max.
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About The Author

Nick Ward

Ty Dewi - Young Sun 43 Pilothouse

In 2007, Nick Ward and his young family emigrated from England to Canada, by way of a two year
cruise from England to the Caribbean and the Eastern Seaboard of the USA. They, and, Ty Dewi, now
live in the Comox Valley on Vancouver Island. 

_______________________________________________
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Living in the Moment...

http://currents.bluewatercruising.org/articles/living-in-the-moment/

There’s an old saying “Be happy with this moment; this moment is your life.” While cruising in Mexico
over the last year and a half, we’ve tried to maintain this philosophy, savouring the time we’re here,
embracing the culture and making lasting friendships with other cruisers.   We love exploring both remote
anchorages and towns, volunteering where we can to try and give a little something back. The other side
of the coin is planning and preparation. Initially this is done with the goal of untying the dock lines and
leaving the home port, but then the planning continues… weather needs checking, destinations need
researching, and equipment needs maintaining. Life is one big balancing act and takes full participation.
There are no rocking chairs out here! This is living life to the fullest!

We spent Easter weekend in Santa Rosalia, a small town half way up the Baja Peninsula. We were not by
ourselves, sharing Easter with three other BCA couples. Rob Murray and Debra Zhou on Avant are part
of our “Class of 2013”, while Gary Peacock and Karina McQueen on Sea Rover II and Scott Chapman
and Tanya VanGinkel on Kialoa are part of the “Class of 2014”.
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BCA members in Santa Rosalia at Easter: Top left: Jim and Tricia Bowen, Falcon VII; Top right: Rob
Murray and Debra Zhou, Avant; Left middle and front: Gary Peacock and Karina McQueen, Sea Rover
II; Left middle and front: Scott Chapman and Tanya VanGinkle, Kialoa

It just so happens that our schedules to reach Guaymas have more or less coincided, so over the last five
weeks we’ve linked up frequently, often sharing appies, meals, snorkeling and card games together. Last
week, two single-handers from the States joined our cluster of cruisers, with all five sailboats sitting at
anchor in Bahia Coyote, inside the 25 mile long Bahia Concepcion. The water was incredibly warm and
inviting, with docile whale sharks leisurely swimming along the beach area being enjoyed by paddle
boarders, kayakers and swimmers. Swimming with whale sharks is truly a once in a lifetime experience!
The weeklong Easter celebrations were well underway, with dozens of families camped along the
shoreline enjoying the perfect weather.
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Whale shark in Bahia Concepcion.

Of course, in addition to all I’ve mentioned above, we’re sailors. Though the fickle winds sometimes
mean we motor or stay put, other days it couldn’t be better. Last Wednesday was one of those days. Sea
Rover II and Falcon VII left Bahia Coyote just after breakfast, hoping the predicted southerly blow
would push us the 50 miles to Santa Rosalia before dusk. What a day it was, the best of our sailing
season! Moments after we weighed anchor, a dozen huge dolphins charged towards us. We motored at a
speedy 7.2 knots with those sleek creatures charging towards us, then pivoting 180° under our pulpit as if
it were choreographed, so they could play in our bow wave. More and more dolphins joined in, including
a meter long baby sticking close to its parent. I leaned as far over the pulpit as I could, wanting to touch
those beautiful creatures who seemed so excited to be there. One in particular, with jagged visible scars
all down its back, stayed longer than the rest, twisting to look up at me every few seconds. I swear there
was eye contact! It was a great way to start the day, which got better and better.

We motored north for another hour before the southerly filled in enough for the asymmetrical spinnaker,
which filled instantly and propelled us forward at over 4 knots. Falcon VII and Sea Rover II continued
sailing north together under perfect conditions. Shorts, tee shirts, sun and sea life. What more could we
wish for! Jim soon spotted a mass of boiling water off our port bow, where a school of squid were being
chased by something big. We changed course and heated it up till we were screaming along, beam
reaching at 6 knots in flat water. Huge dorado were feeding on the terrified squid. The dorado’s
distinctive vibrant green, lemon yellow and deep turquoise was easy to spot, shimmering just below the
water’s surface.
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By early afternoon, the winds had increased slightly as we changed course to the northwest and eased the
chute for a glorious warm weather sail. Massive sting rays jumped a meter out of the water, while
humpback whales in the distance spy hopped before crashing back below the rippled surface. We stayed
in radio contact with Gary and Karina on Sea Rover II, who were enjoying their afternoon under a multi-
coloured asymmetrical spinnaker and mainsail. At one point, we heard a familiar voice on the VHF, as
BCA member Gord Wedman from Touchstone radioed Jennifer and John Gleadle from Spinnaker. Jim
intercepted his transmission and found out they were both over in Guaymas, 80 miles to the east on
mainland Mexico, heading for Marina Fonatur before hauling out for the season. We hadn’t connected
with Gord for over two months, so it was nice to know where he was.

Sea Rover II on a spinnaker run.

Towards late afternoon, the winds lightened up, but we continued to fly our blue-on-blue spinnaker,
maintaining 3 knots for another hour. When we finally slowed to less than 2 knots, we socked the
spinnaker and motored the last half hour to the breakwater sheltering the Santa Rosalia’s Marina Fonatur.
What a day! We flew the spinnaker for a total of 8 hours under the best conditions imaginable and
couldn’t have been happier.
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Falcon VII under spinnaker sail.

We organized a cruisers’ potluck at the Santa Rosalia Marina Fonatur for Easter Sunday evening, where
more than 25 sailors from around the world shared dinner and swapped stories of their travels. Both Sea
Rover II and Falcon VII plan to cruise to Guaymas on Monday or Tuesday, a 72 mile crossing of the Sea
of Cortez. We hope the wind gods are in our favour, but no matter what, we’ll enjoy another day on the
warm waters of Mexico while, like the saying goes, we’ll live in the moment and embrace our adventure.

About The Author

Tricia and Jim Bowen

Falcon VII - Kelly-Peterson 46 center cockpit cutter

Tricia’s articles have been published in Pacific Yachting Magazine, Currents Magazine, the Times
Colonist Newspaper and numerous newsletters. Jim’s racing experience led to the position of helmsman
on the HMCS Oriole in the Victoria – Maui Yacht Race. They have cruised together for the past 25 years,
during which time they have circumnavigated Vancouver Island twice, cruised to SE Alaska three times,
and enjoyed countless summer trips up and down BC’s west coast. They have lived aboard their current
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boat, a Kelly-Peterson 46 center cockpit cutter, for the last several years. Now retired, they gladly suffer
horizon fever and continue to seek a cure while sailing in Mexico.

_______________________________________________
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Tips on Leaving Mexico for French Polynesia

http://currents.bluewatercruising.org/articles/tips-leaving-mexico-french-polynesia/

We left La Paz, Mexico in March 2015, sailed south and set off for French Polynesia from San Jose del
Cabo. In hindsight, here are a few of our ideas for what we would do differently if we were doing it again.

We suggest you get as much work done in Mexico as possible before leaving. Labour is more expensive
in the South Pacific and is it not as skilled as in Mexico. Stainless work, sail repairs, engine tuning, as
well as sewing extra cushion and settee covers and sun shades are better done in Mexico.

We also suggest you contact all your land-based friends and relatives two weeks prior to departing. They
may inadvertently make you anxious about sailing across the ocean. They will remind you about potential
storms, illnesses, breakdowns, etc.  The week before you depart, try to limit communications to other
cruisers. They will get you excited and looking forward to the crossing.

Provisioning

We provisioned many items for just the crossing. Fresh bread, fruits, fish, cookies, crackers, chips, and
canned stews are widely available in French Polynesia with Tahitian brands being less expensive.  Flour,
sugar and long-life milk are readily available in French Polynesia, however it may be easier to purchase
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and store 6 month quantities in Mexico. Cheese and wine are available but more expensive than Mexico
and there is less variety. Pasta is available but it isn’t the best quality, so if this is critical to you make
sure you stock up before leaving Mexico. We also provisioned 6 months of coffee as we were not willing
to risk a reduction in quality for this critical beverage. The one thing we ran low on was vegetables which
are not easy to find.

Joining a “Fleet”

We joined the Pacific Puddle Jump (PPJ) mainly for the access to expedited check-in procedures, duty-
free fuel in French Polynesia, and to participate in the daily radio net. We liked the freedom to be able to
leave when we wanted from where we wanted. We were one of the few boats that left from the Baja
Peninsula. When we arrived in French Polynesia, we realized that the boats that left from Puerto Vallarta
or La Cruz, Mexico had already formed fast friendships and social networks. If you are a very social boat,
you may want to consider departing from the mainland of Mexico. The PPJ encourages cruiser parties,
hosts seminars, and provides cruisers there with PPJ burgees, t-shirts, and detailed information on
procedures in French Polynesia. None of that makes it to the Baja.

Although we were not the only boat that left from Baja (one or two others arrived weeks later), after 20
days on the PPJ radio net, our boat and voices were known. We managed to make new friends and were
welcomed to join floating potlucks and hikes to waterfalls. If you have not already met your fellow
cruisers, we suggest that once you are in an anchorage in the Marquesas with other boats, pick an evening
and put a call out inviting everyone over for sundowners. It is a great way to put faces to voices and boat
names. These are the people you will be crossing paths with over the next 6 months.

If you stocked up, like we did, with good Chilean wine before leaving Mexico, invite everyone over for a
glass of red wine. They will arrive with snacks and other drinks. It is also common to just offer your boat
as the gathering spot and guests will arrive with their own drinks and appetizers. Speaking of appetizers,
there are many evenings when a variety of appetizers really is the evening meal. A variety of appetizers
will make your life easier. Our tortilla chips from Mexico lasted over two months, and we still have salsa.
However, April and May are not avocado season in the Marquesas so the intrepid cruisers who found a
way to freeze guacamole were always popular!

Communications

Prior to leaving La Paz, we rushed to get our HAM radio licenses. We wrote the American test and
acquired American Technician-level licenses. What we did not know is that the American Technician
license is equivalent to our Canadian Maritime Mobile Radio Station License. We needed to take the next
level American Ham test in order to access HAM frequencies. Fortunately, the PPJ radio net uses SSB
frequencies open to all radio license holders and anyone can participate, not just registered PPJ’ers.

The daily PPJ net was fun and frustrating. It is important to remember that this is a volunteer run net. It is
a social net and for many of the participants it is their first time using a radio. Therefore latitude and
longitude were often cited as “15.25 degrees North” when they meant “15 degrees, 25 minutes North.”
Wind speed was reported as both apparent and true and sea state was often considered unimportant. This
makes it difficult to get a clear picture of conditions from boats around you. It made it even harder was
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when boats would report their course and speed but fail to mention they were motoring and not sailing.

Checking-in and Visas

Through the PPJ, we purchased the services of Tahiti Crew for expedited check-in to French Polynesia.
We sent all the required paperwork from Mexico and secured our Bond Letter and other information
before leaving. Once we arrived in Hiva Oa, the Tahiti Crew agent met us at the dinghy dock, drove us to
the police office, and handled all the 15 minutes of paperwork, then pointed out stores, restaurants and
told us about internet, laundry and island tours. We understand other cruisers had trouble with Tahiti
Crew, but it often sounded like they had not sent in proper insurance information and had not received
email confirmations or their Bond Letter prior to departing.

We considered the process of obtaining a long-stay visa, but discarded the idea once we understood how
long the process could take. We were lucky in that the French Embassy in Mexico City had agreed to
process our application for the long-stay visa when normally one must apply at a French Embassy or
consulate in their home country. Since the applications had to be sent to Papeete (pronounced: pa-pay-eh-
tey), the process could take two to six weeks. We were not prepared to postpone our departure an
additional 6 weeks or more if we ended up on the longer end of the range. Once in French Polynesia, we
met two American couples who stayed in Nuka Hiva for approximately 8 weeks each waiting for their
long-stay visas to be finalized.

Although we probably would have explored a bit more around Nuka Hiva and Ua Poa, and we definitely
would have stayed longer in Tahanea in the Tuamotus, we have found the 90 days to be reasonable. After
checking out of Bora Bora, we have thoroughly enjoyed Maupiti and Mopelia, where we are currently
stocking up on fish and coconut milk.

About The Author

Dina Aloi & Malcolm MacPhail

Good as Gold - Montevideo 43' 

Malcolm and Dina are currently sailing in the Ha'apai group in Tonga. They will sail north to the Vava'u
group in Tonga and eventually haul out there at the end of October. In April, 2016, they plan to continue
sailing to Fiji and Vanuatu. 
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The Beauty and Devastation of Montserrat

http://currents.bluewatercruising.org/articles/beauty-devastation-montserrat/

After Ty Dewi’s Atlantic crossing, the Ward family begin their winter in the Windward Islands with a
trip to the tiny and volcano-swept island of Montserrat.

We made it here to Montserrat yesterday after a fabulous four hour sail from Antigua. We even broke our
fishing jinx, with a skipjack tuna and a kingfish providing more than enough food for dinner. We
anchored with the cats and the pelicans.
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 Anchored in Little Bay with the Cats and the Pelicans

Montserrat is somewhere I’ve always wanted to come and visit, and it is certainly off the beaten track,
despite being just 25 miles from Antigua.

The reason for that, of course, is the volcano in the Soufiere Hills that, since 1995, has been violently
active, causing the destruction of the southern half of the Island and widespread evacuations. The volcano
is still dangerous, making it one of the longest continuously active volcanoes in the world. We hired Sam,
a local taxi driver, to show us around. After winding our way through the new and continuing
construction on the north of the Island, we soon came to one of the main mudflows leading down to Old
Road Bay, once the best anchorage in the Island.

Here, the outpouring of volcanic mud had buried houses and filled in the Bay, so that the sea now lapped
at a new beach some half a mile further out than the original dock and waterfront.

Climbing away from that valley, the road twists and turns past many large, expensive-looking houses.
Some are slowly being reclaimed by their returning owners, but others still have ash-caked balconies and
mud-filled swimming pools.
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 Homes carried away and buried by an ash flow.

Parking the taxi, we got out and walked up a very steep road, and Sam explained that the vegetation has
only just returned to this area. Cresting the hill, you see why –  the volcano still smokes and fumes
menacingly across the valley. There is still regular activity, although right now it is very quiet and rather
hard to explain to the kids just how destructive this has been.

From this hill, you can see the old town of Plymouth, now abandoned and inaccessible. Carcasses of
buildings stick out of the barren ashen landscape, where baking hot pyroclastic flows raced down the
hillside, wiping out everything in their path. The power of this is literally awe-inspiring.

Sam was telling us about the buildings there, those that are above the ash flows and obvious devastation.
They look OK from a distance, but get up close and everything is a mess. Nature is taking over, whilst
rust and decay destroys what man has built. The carefully accumulated trappings of civilization have been
rendered useless in just twelve short years. It is a fragile place that we inhabit these days.

And if you owned some of this, the insurance companies paid out twenty-five percent as a gesture, given
that a volcano is outside the normal range of cover.
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 Taking it all in – the volcano and abandoned homes

The closed and ruined southern half of the Island creates some interesting situations. When we arrived, I
couldn’t find an immigration officer to stamp our passports, so hung around for a bit. After about an
hour, we met a couple of policemen arriving at the quayside in a rather smart, little police launch. “Oh
sure”, he says, “just wait for me to put the boat back on the mooring and I’ll be with you”. Off they go,
taking a little longer as one of the guys slips and falls in – being the Caribbean, this merely means a
change of boots and a chance for his fellow officers to have a good laugh. As we walk up to the office,
Dad comments on the smart little boat, and asks if they have much to do around here. “Oh yeah”, he says.
“Yesterday, we caught 54 Haitians trying to land on the Island”. Apparently the deserted buildings are an
attractive place to sneak into, but on an island of about five thousand people, it’s pretty hard to stay
hidden, as new faces tend to be noticed at the grocery store!

Our tour with Sam the taxi driver had been interesting and enlightening, but what really brought it home
to us was sailing south along the western side of the Island. This took us past the exclusion zone and the
devastated ruins of Plymouth. This was once a lively town, at the centre of a pretty little Caribbean
Island. George Martin had a recording studio here, and many famous names came out to cut albums in the
tropical sunshine. The hills are lined with pretty, and expensive looking homes, but through the zoom lens
of the camera, you realize that they are abandoned, dilapidated shells. The bulk of the town has been
engulfed in an ash flow, and the remains of buildings and storage tanks protrude from a grey-brown
desert. The sulphurous fumes roll down the hillside and out over the water, so that even a mile offshore
we wondered if we were a bit too close.
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 The remains of Plymouth, buried by an ash flow.

It’s clear that money is flowing to the Island from the UK, rebuilding key infrastructure like the airport
and the cricket ground, but in a place that is little bigger than your average Hampshire village, it’s hard to
start almost from scratch and have a self-sufficient economy. Tourism is almost non-existent. We saw a
hostel and maybe there’s a hotel or two, but the Island is still off the map as far as all but the most
adventurous tourists are concerned. We found it a little expensive and uncomfortable, but it was good to
put a small injection of cash into the place. It’s worth a visit.

Maxism

(things the kids say when cruising)

Issie and Max lean over the quay wall, fascinated.

Issie: “Look – a big school of fish!”
Max: “Which one’s the teacher?”

 

About The Author

Nick Ward
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Ty Dewi - Young Sun 43 Pilothouse

In 2007, Nick Ward and his young family emigrated from England to Canada, by way of a two year
cruise from England to the Caribbean and the Eastern Seaboard of the USA. They, and, Ty Dewi, now
live in the Comox Valley on Vancouver Island. 

_______________________________________________
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Anchor Marker Floats

http://currents.bluewatercruising.org/articles/anchor-marker-floats/

Arriving in a crowded anchorage can be a daunting challenge. The degree of apprehension skyrockets
while you bumble about trying to find that perfect spot while the skippers of the surrounding boats look
on with that disapproving “stay away from my anchor” look. You study all the clues: whether they are
using rope or chain rode, the angle of the rode from their bow, the wind direction, current direction, etc.
Most often these indicators will give you a good idea but sometimes they can be deceiving. The last thing
you want to do is cross another boat’s anchor cable or end up sitting over your neighbor’s anchor,
because dollars to doughnuts, he’ll be weighing anchor before you and you’ll be forced to move out of
his way. How many of us have settled into our spots, opened the long awaited cool one only to get hailed
by your neighbour that he is concerned that you may have fouled his anchor?

A tool rarely seen these days and considered a courtesy by many is a float to mark the position of a
vessel’s anchor. I have not always used one but I have seen the advantages of an anchor marker over the
past few years, especially in the crowded anchorages of Mexico and Central America. The technique has
paid us dividends in crowded anchorages like Playita on the southern side of the Panama Canal and all
through the San Blas Islands on the Caribbean side where jockeying for positions with European boats is
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always an adventure.

Not only does the marker advise other boaters but it can be a real lifesaver when the unexpected happens
and you lose your precious anchor or get it snagged and find yourself unable to recover it. That expensive
piece of steel and chain is very hard to replace in most of the exotic places we find ourselves. Friends who
lost their new Manson anchor in the soft mud of the Barra De Navidad lagoon years ago through a faulty
swivel would have benefitted from the line attached to the anchor and used as a tripline. For that matter,
yours truly could have retrieved the flukes of our Danforth anchor when they suddenly detached from the
shaft in Bahia Ballena, Costa Rica a few years ago but I didn’t think I would need the float there, being
the only boat. Bad decision…

An anchor marker is a simple, inexpensive tool. Sure, it can have its moments but I find that I am more
comfortable with it than without. While in the Sea of Cortez this past season several boats asked about
my setup and our Commodore, Jennifer, asked that I submit an article on my arrangement, so here goes.

My existing float system consists of a 10-inch hard plastic fishing float, 45 feet of ¼ inch line, a stainless
shackle on one end of the float, and a 5 lb diving weight (which is really too heavy and will be changed to
a 2 lb downrigger weight next season). One end of the line is attached to the anchor on the
recovery/tripline eye, the strong eye on the crown that most anchors have so that, if fouled, your anchor
can be pulled in the opposite direction of the way it was set. The line is fed through the shackle and the
weight is attached to the end. The shackle must be sized so that the weight will not pass through but the
line will slide freely. On the upper eye I have rigged a vertical 10-inch stainless wire ring to aid in
recovery.
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Float system

The length of the line is dependent on your boat length. Our boat is 42 feet, with the prop at about 38 feet
from the stem, so we use 45 feet of line. The line with float attached will never foul the prop. The weight,
on the free end of the line, allows the line to adjust itself for the depth of the anchor, thus, if the anchor is
in 30 feet of water, the weight will drag that extra 15 feet down through the shackle so that the slack is
not floating on the surface and causing a hazard to passing dinghies or European cruisers. The line should
be strong enough to be used as a tripline. Weighted crab trap line should work too. Note: We rarely
anchor in depths greater than the length of the line. When we do, I add more line to compensate for the
depth at high water.
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Example of how to keep the line from
fouling the prop.

When deploying the anchor, the cord and float should be allowed to slip freely as the anchor is released.
Recovery is done by retrieving the float first using the wire eye or snagging the anchor line with the
boathook and then bringing the cord in by hand as the anchor is recovered.

We have used this system a lot in the past years but this past season in the Sea of Cortez I did experience
some problems. In a calm anchorage, where the boat is subject to slight current, the boat can float over
the ball causing it to slide down the hull or, if drifting broadside, it can be dragged from one side to the
other, passing under the keel. The hard plastic knocking against the hull during the night will drive you
nuts so I have a rubber inflatable buoy for next season.

Another issue is, in an anchorage where the current causes the boat to drift around the anchor, the pennant
will twist around the anchor chain necessitating remedial action and a delay when raising the anchor. 
Note: We have never had the cord foul the prop even when the boat floated over it.

Don’t forget to mark your float with your boat name and an anchor symbol for the passers-by who think
it is a freebie floating by.
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About The Author

Fran and Jean-Guy Nadeau

Gosling - Camper & Nicholson 42, CC Ketch

Fran and Jean-Guy Nadeau have been cruising Gosling, a Camper & Nicholson 42, CC ketch, since 2008
along the Pacific coast of Mexico, Central America and Caribbean Panama.

_______________________________________________
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Do You Have a Story to Tell??

http://currents.bluewatercruising.org/articles/do-you-have-a-story-to-tell/

Do you have a story or blog post or photo essay that you would be willing to submit for publication in 
Currents?

Even though most of the BCA Board of Directors and Chapter Watchkeepers have taken a couple of
months hiatus from BCA business, Currents has continued to work on our behalf, attracting international
attention and many new subscribers from all parts of the globe.
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With this success comes a “challenge” for BCA and especially the Currents editing team: in order to
retain interest and continue to grow our reputation, we need content – good stories of adventures,
misadventures, passages (both offshore and closer to home), related land-based travel, cultural
experiences, “AH HA”or entertaining moments, moments of exhilaration and trepidation, gatherings and
events.  To accompany those stories or to “be” the story, we also need great photos that add life and
colour to the tale.

There are many reasons why people write articles for Currents (fame and glory, anyone?), but financial
remuneration is not one of them, although BCA member can now earn up to a maximum of $70 credit
towards their annual membership dues.  Lots of us maintain blogs or post regularly to Facebook or other
sites, so why not publish in Currents too?  The benefits are multiple – receiving unsolicited material helps
the editing team, subscribers enjoy a wide variety of informative, well-written articles about all aspects of
what it is to be a “dreamer, do-er or doner”, BCA members can generate savings on membership dues,
and contributions from non-BCA members are always welcome and gratefully received….  A win-win-win
for everyone involved!

As you think back on your summer adventures or on a recent season or event in an exotic part of the
world, I encourage you to choose a couple of stories to share with us.  A fabulous editorial team
consisting of Rosario Passos, June Lazenby, Donna Sassaman, Sally Holland and Janice Hayward will be
thrilled to work with you to ensure that your article and photos are the best they can be!

For further information about Currents credits, photo guidelines and how to submit an article, please
review “Story Ideas“. Submissions should be sent to: currents@bluewatercruising.org.

Needless to say, we look forward to hearing from you and vicariously sharing your cruising experiences!

About The Author

Jennifer Handley

Camdeboo - Lavranos 50 Cutter-Rigged Sloop

Jennifer Handley and Campbell Good sailed Camdeboo to the South Pacific in 2006 with their two
daughters, a niece, nephew and Jennifer’s brother. By the time Camdeboo returned to Victoria in 2011,
she had 25,000 nm under her keel, visited 14 countries and 27 people had come aboard as crew. Jennifer
is Commodore of BCA.
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Lessons Learned the Hard Way - Beware the Venturi Effect!

http://currents.bluewatercruising.org/articles/lessons-learned-the-hard-way-beware-the-venturi-effect/

Norm shares another valuable lesson learned from almost sailing Sarah Jean II onto the beach at full
speed while cruising in Haida Gwaii a few years ago.  The Venturi Effect is one of many land effects that
can cause sudden changes in wind strength and direction.  This can lead to problems aboard your boat if
not properly anticipated.  Beware the Venturi Effect!

Situation

While cruising in Haida Gwaii we met up with some friends aboard a similarly sized boat and decided to
have an informal race to the next anchorage.  The wind was moderate at about 12 knots.  Our course
would take us dead down wind.  We decided to forego the mainsail and deployed only our furling
asymmetrical spinnaker that was already rigged and ready to go.  With a quick pull of the spinnaker sheet
and easing of the furling line we were off.  Our opponents were using a standard genoa and we quickly
left them behind.  At the time I’m sure we were quite pleased with ourselves.

The anchorage we were sailing to was located at the end of a long inlet with beautiful high bluffs on
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either side.  Part way down there was a sandy build up of land that crossed the entire inlet creating a dead
end.   We would anchor just off the beach.  Beyond the sandy build up the inlet continued, allowing the
wind to blow along its length unimpeded, depending on the direction of the wind.

On that particular day, the wind was directly behind us and blowing directly into the inlet.  We thought
this was very fortunate and decided to make a dramatic entrance into the anchorage with our colourful
spinnaker flying.  That was a very dumb thing to do!  As we entered the inlet the wind began to
accelerate, quickly rising from 12 knots to over 20 knots!  Suddenly we were flying headlong into a dead
end bay at well over 8 knots, barely in control of the boat!  We had nowhere to run and very little room to
maneuver in the narrow channel!  Sailing right onto the rapidly approaching beach seemed imminent!

When wind blows between islands with high terrain or through narrow passes it is squeezed and will
often accelerate.

Recovery

Fortunately the furling spinnaker system allows fairly quick take down of the sail.  We released the
spinnaker sheet to depower it.  Beth took the helm and brought the boat abeam to the wind.  The
spinnaker was flogging madly to leeward.  We were no longer heading toward the beach but were closing
on the shore at the side of the inlet.  Beth fired up the engine and started heading us up slightly into the
wind.  We feared wrapping the spinnaker in our rig creating further problems.  Pulling with all my might
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I slowly furled in the sail, one wrap at a time.  After what seemed like an eternity the spinnaker was fully
wrapped and control was resumed to the boat.  We looked at each other wide eyed.  It was clear we would
never be making that mistake again!

Mistake Made

When wind is forced into a narrow space it accelerates.  This is known as the Venturi Effect.  It occurs
between islands and along inlets where the wind is squeezed.  We did not anticipate this effect.  We
should have taken down our spinnaker well before entering the inlet.

Lessons Learned

Understand and Anticipate Land Effects: Local land effects can create significant threats.  Be aware of
how land can change the speed and direction of the wind.  Wind will accelerate between islands, in
narrow passes, around capes and at either end of islands.  Be prepared.

Sailing from seaward into San Francisco Bay requires extreme caution as the wind can suddenly
accelerate. Be cautious and reduce sail before going under the bridge.

Reduce Sail Early:  Know about these land effects.  Be cautious and reduce sail early when going
through a pass or between islands.  Certainly take down your spinnaker.  Consider partially furling your
genoa and putting a reef in the main.  Standby on the mainsheet so you are prepared to control the main
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should the wind move across to stern and cause the main to gibe.

In the Hawaiian Islands, the Venturi Effect often causes the wind to howl at over 35 knots in the Maui
Channel between Maui and the Big Island.

Do Not Sail Into Dead End Anchorages:  Sailing into an anchorage and anchoring under sail is good
seamanship and should be practiced regularly.  But do this in open anchorages, ideally with wind blowing
parallel to the shore or blowing off the shore.  Do not sail into a dead end bay, especially with wind
blowing towards the shore, unless it is an emergency, such as an engine failure.  Make sure that your
windlass is on and check that it is working.

When Flying a Spinnaker Put Your Mainsail Up:  Sailing with only your spinnaker limits your options
to depower it for the take down.  It is best to put you mainsail up too.  Keep the mainsail centred or
partially reefed if it is blocking wind to your spinnaker.  When the time comes to take down your
spinnaker, ease the main sheet so the mainsail blankets and depowers the spinnaker.  This will make the
spinnaker much easier to take down, especially if the wind speed has increased.

Know the Maximum Wind Speed for Your Spinnaker:  Determine a safe and comfortable TRUE wind
speed for flying your spinnaker through practice.  This wind speed should allow an easy and comfortable
take down.  On our boat this is 12 knots TRUE.  After this wind speed we can sail quite fast downwind
using our white sails and whisker pole, but with no risk in gusts or building wind.  It is important to set
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your take down wind speed in TRUE because the downwind APPARENT wind will always be lower and
can easily lull you into stalling the take down until it becomes too late.

Repairs

There were no repairs required this time.  It could have been much worse!

Have a Story?

We have all made mistakes and learned valuable lessons the hard way. Do you have a story you want to
share with BCA members, so we can learn from your experience? If so, please submit it for publication in
this column.  Thanks!

Send your story to currents@bluewatercruising.org with ‘OOPS!’ in the subject line.

 

About The Author

Norm Cooper

Sarah Jean II - Saga 43

Norm and his wife, Beth, spent three years cruising in Mexico, across the South Pacific to New Zealand
and then back home to Vancouver. He is now active as a volunteer with BCA. Norm is an ISPA certified
sailing instructor, Together with Beth he operates Ocean Forest Voyaging offering offshore sailing
instruction, cruising reference books and passage planning software.
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Firefly Oasis: A Comparison with Lead-Acid and AGM Batteries

http://currents.bluewatercruising.org/articles/firefly-oasis-a-comparison-with-lead-acid-and-agm-
batteries/

Lead/acid batteries are by far the most prevalent form of stored power, even though battery technology is
constantly developing newer formats and improving the current on the formats that are already on the
market. The reason that lead/acid batteries still prevail are that the dollar per power ratio is very
favorable. The energy density of lead/acid batteries is high and coupled with the well-established
reclamation and recycling infrastructure that is already in place helps to keep the cost down. Lead/acid
batteries include flooded, gel, and absorbed glass mat (AGM) format batteries.

AGM format batteries have now been around long enough to have developed a reputation as being
reliable and the care and maintenance regimes are now well understood to allow maximization of their
life span. Conventional AGM format batteries can be cycled slightly more deeply than their flooded
counterparts. They can accept charge and discharge at higher rates than their flooded counter parts.
However, their useful lifespan can still be cut short by leaving them in a discharged condition for
extended periods of time.

Batteries used for marine applications, especially those used for smaller boat applications and trailer-able
boats like RV batteries, are often left for long periods of time without charger maintenance. As a result,
their lifespan can be shortened by being left in a partial state or discharged state for extended periods of
time. The reason for this form of battery degradation is due to the build-up of sulphate crystals on the lead
plates. The deposit sulphates, or more correctly formation of lead sulphate on the lead and lead/oxide
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plates of a lead/acid battery is a normal part of the battery chemistry while the battery is discharging and
producing power. While being charged, the chemical reaction runs in reverse and the sulphate will be
dissolved back into the aqueous solution to once again form sulphuric acid. If the lead sulphate is left on
the plates it will begin to crystalize. Those crystals are much more difficult to dislodge, dissolve, and once
again be a useful part of the battery chemistry. In addition, the crystals are not great conductors of
electricity and form a barrier to electron flow. As a result, the battery’s capacity and reactivity decreases,
and degrades battery performance. This form of slow battery death is by far the most common form of
battery demise.

A research and development team at Caterpillar, a well-known industrial heavy equipment supplier and
manufacturer were determined to overcome this form of battery capacity degradation. As it can be
imagined they have a fair amount of equipment that might sit idle for extended periods of time, and then
be expected to start up and perform reliably when called upon to do so. It would be expensive and
inconvenient to have the equipment sit awaiting maintenance or a new battery on a frequent basis every
time the equipment had some down time. The solution they came up with was to substitute some of the
lead plates in the battery construction for carbon foam plates. The carbon foam plates did not contribute
to the battery degradation caused by sulphate crystal build up like the lead plates did, and proved to have
some additional advantages.

This newer form of AGM, carbon foam AGM, is capable of deeper depth of discharge (DOD) than
conventional lead/acid AGM. According to their testing data they can be discharged down to 90% of their
capacity without damaging the battery or affecting the number of life cycles the battery will be capable of
doing. This should be compared to the 50% recommended DOD for flooded lead/acid, or 65% DOD of
conventional AGM batteries. This coupled with the increase in the number of life cycles that the battery is
capable of makes the technology look to be very promising.

The carbon foam AGM also have a higher charge acceptance rates than conventional AGM batteries
making them ideal for deep cycling battery applications, as well as being suitable for starter applications.
The financial out lay for this newer format AGM is somewhat higher than a conventional AGM. If you
take into consideration the higher DOD and increase in number of cycles the dollar cost over the lifespan
in terms of power per dollar, it makes them a financially viable contender. In addition the fact that the
battery will not suffer a premature demise due to sulphate crystalline degradation is a reassuring benefit
that may tip the scale in favor of this newer AGM technology.

Carbon foam AGM batteries are being sold as Firefly Oasis batteries, and are commonly available in a
group 31 format in two different, but similar capacity ratings.

-Lyle

PYS Electrical Technician

About The Author

Jeff Cote

Pacific Yacht Systems - 
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Jeff Cote is a systems design engineer and owner of Pacific Yacht Systems, a full service shop delivering
marine electrical and navigation solutions for recreational boats. Visit their website and blog for info and
articles on marine electrical systems, projects and more: www.pysystems.ca.
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Practical Offshore Weather & Passage Planning

http://currents.bluewatercruising.org/events/practical-offshore-weather-passage-planning/

This two day course will provide helpful instruction on weather forecasting basics, coastal and offshore
weather threats, passage planning resources and tools, offshore communication and how to access and use
weather forecasting information when at sea.

To prepare for an offshore passage the prudent mariner plans the departure date for the most favorable
weather conditions and then constantly monitors the developing weather situation to avoid threats or at
least to avoid being surprised by their arrival.  There is a great deal of forecasting information available in
advance of departure.  Most of this information is also available at sea, as well as email guidance from
professional weather routing services.  This allows those with limited weather expertise to make safe and
comfortable ocean passages while learning as they go.

For a complete course outline go to the course registration page on the BCA website.

_______________________________________________
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Basic Diesel for Women

http://currents.bluewatercruising.org/events/basic-diesel-for-women/

This popular course is for women only. It is intended for women who own and maintain their own
sailboat, or those who want to gain a better understanding of diesel engines, including proper operation
and maintenance. The instructor is David West. He is a diesel mechanic, sailing instructor and has an
excellent way of explaining how diesel engines work and how to maintain them. This is the third year this
course with David has been offered.

 

_______________________________________________
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Vancouver Fleet Report: September

http://currents.bluewatercruising.org/news/vancouver-fleet-report-september/

The first meeting of the Fleet of 2016 was held on September 22 1900h at the Scottish Cultural Centre.
Members of the new Fleet introduced themselves and volunteered for the various Fleet committees. Then
we had presentations from Karina of Sea Rover II on their trip to Mexico. This was followed by
Cresswell Walker and Irina Chmielowicz of Conversations who has just completed a circumnavigation.

The Fleet Program Committee has arranged the program for the next meeting on October 27. It will be a
presentation on Preventing Emergencies at Sea by Ken Gillstrom.

An offshore package was presented to Don Hutchinson of Nootka.
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Don
Hutchinson receiving his offshore package.

Again, we have a Fleet committee working on the offshore packages for the next year – a service to the
whole of BCA.

At this time we have 21 boats registered – six of whom are leavers.

About The Author

Cameron and Marianne McLean, Vancouver Fleet Coordinators

Mayknot - Seabird 37

Cam and Marianne McLean have been BCA members since 1987, cruised offshore, and have served as
the Vancouver Fleet Coordinators for many years.

_______________________________________________
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In Memoriam - Peter Thomas

http://currents.bluewatercruising.org/news/memoriam-peter-thomas/

“Is this frequency in use please? Is this frequency in use please?”
That was the voice of VE7 Papa Tango, Peter Thomas, as you waited by your radio for your “sched” with
Peter.

Position report, course, speed, along with weather trends were the first order of business. Only then was
there time for casual chit-chat. Business and formalities were high priority for Peter, who was always
punctual, reliable, and correct as to ham radio etiquette and procedure. Peter learned his skills in the
Navy, and there was only one way to operate a ham radio:  according to rules and procedure.

Peter loved to travel the world vicariously aboard small vessels, as they crossed oceans and explored
many corners of the planet; many flying burgees of the Bluewater Cruising Association.  He was given a
well-deserved BCA Honorary membership in 1996.

Peter helped me hone my radio skills when he invited me to join his small group of Navy veterans on the
White Ensign Net 7077khz. They met every morning to check in with each other, wish each other a good
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day, and use their beloved radios.

Most long range cruisers remember Peter when he was net control of the DDD net, 14115 khz on the 20
meter band. Contact with a voice from home as well as contact with each other is so important to vessels
on long passages, and Peter epitomized that responsibility.

You can see Peter’s obituary in the Times Colonist. A celebration of life will take place on Sept. 30th at
1400 hrs. at St. Michael and all Angels Church, with a reception to follow in the Parish hall. The address
is: 4733 West Saanich Rd., Victoria, BC.

Testimonials

Here are some testimonials from Peter’s friends:

Greg Soroka from Alcidae III, Victoria, BC writes…

“I had the pleasure of Peter Thomas’s (VE7 PT) ‘company’ during 3 offshore voyages. I first met Peter
on the radio after the DDD net one night in 1995, while moored in Pedder Bay. That year I made my first
offshore voyage to French Polynesia and return, during which I spoke with Peter essentially every night.
The second voyage, also a year in length, saw Hawaii, Line Islands, Phoenix Islands, Gilbert Islands,
Marshall Islands, Aleutian Islands and return via Dixon Entrance, and again the pleasure of Peter’s
company almost daily. The third voyage lasted 9 years and saw Alcidae III circumnavigate, including 4
of the 5 great Southern Capes, into the Antarctic convergence and back via the Aleutians and Bering Sea.
I lost radio contact with Peter when out of the Pacific Ocean, but we did keep contact via email.

My last radio contact with Peter was during my 2013, three week passage from the Andreanoff Group in
the Aleutians to Ucluelet. Peter’s reassuring voice and kind personality will remain in my mind.”

Christine and Hugh Richards from Demelza write…

“We became acquainted with Peter in 1992 when getting our Vancouver 32 Demelza ready for an around
the world cruise.  Among the preparations for our trip, Christine decided to become a ham radio
operator. She was introduced to Peter, who kindly offered to help her with hands-on radio experience in
his shack.  During those years, Peter was running the DDD net on frequency 14115 at 0400 hrs UTC.  He
had many boaters on his books, who relied on his always being there to take their longitude and latitude
positions in the various oceans.  His calm and kind voice was a huge pleasure to hear daily as each
boater checked into the net.  We were able to talk with Peter almost daily for 6 ½ years of sailing.  When
we were too far away and unable to hear him, he arranged for relays from New Zealand and later South
Africa, until Demelza crossed the equator, heading Northward in the Atlantic, when we heard ‘VE7PT’
calling. Then once again, we were able to hear news of home and send messages to our family. 

The few BCA Victoria meetings I attended with Peter were a highlight of his day, as many members came
by to give their regards.

 My last few radio contacts I had with Peter, I sensed the act of holding the mike was a challenge, but his
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mind was sharp to the end, as was his enthusiasm for his radio.

I remember Peter closing with the words and I quote:

“Nothing further on my end David, so I will give it back to you for a final and you can tie the ribbons on
it. This is VE7 Papa Tango and I am clear.”

The voice of Peter Thomas is silent: another silent key and we owe a great deal of gratitude  to VE7PT
(Papa Tango)

About The Author

David Newsome

Demelza - 32' Vancouver PH

Between 2008 and 2011, David cruised Mexico, French Polynesia and Hawaii. More recently David has
extensively cruised the coast of BC and Alaska.
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