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Calling for Nominations: BCA Cruising, Service and Perpetual
Awards (2018)

http://currents.bluewatercruising.org/articles/calling-for-nominations-bca-cruising-service-and-perpetual-
awards-2018/

Ever since the first awards were presented in November 1978 (see Sept 2007 article, page 10), BCA has
recognized its members’ achievements at annual awards ceremonies that take place in December in each
Chapter.  These celebratory occasions, shared with the membership at large, inspire the “dreamers”
among us, encourage the “do-ers”, and remind the “doners” of their own bluewater experiences.

So, if your answer is “yes” to any or all of the following questions, now is the time to act!

Have you just returned from offshore?  Are you eligible for a cruising award?
Are you retiring from a Chapter Watch or the Board of Directors after a minimum of three
consecutive years of service?
Do you know someone who is eligible for a cruising or service award or deserves special
recognition with a perpetual award?

If you think you are eligible for an award, or know someone who is, please speak up!  The greatest
compliment you can pay to a fellow BCA member is to put them forward as a nominee.
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Cruising Awards

The Cruising Awards honour the sailing achievements of Bluewater Cruising Association skippers and
their crews and/or their safe return to home port:

Coastal 999 Award – for members who complete a minimum 999nm coastal (harbour-hopping)
voyage as measured in a straight line outside Canadian territorial waters
Offshore Crew Award – for members who complete a minimum 999nm non-stop offshore passage
as measured in a straight line outside Canadian territorial waters as crew on a non-commercial
vessel
Offshore Skipper’s Award – for members who skipper a non-commercial vessel belonging to
someone else for a minimum 999nm non-stop offshore passage as measured in a straight line
outside Canadian territorial waters
Owner’s Offshore Award – for members who complete a minimum 999nm non-stop offshore
passage as measured in a straight line outside Canadian territorial waters on their own boat
Cape Horn Award – for members who have rounded Cape Horn on their own boat
Circumnavigation Award – for members who successfully circumnavigate on their own boat

 BCA cruising and service awards

Service Awards

The Service Awards recognize individuals who have served as Watchkeepers at the Chapter or Board of
Director level, for an extended period of time, and those who are particularly deserving of recognition due
to their unflagging volunteer contributions, often carried out quietly behind the scenes.

Service Award – for “retiring” Watchkeepers who have served more than three years on the
Watch and/or Board of Directors
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Rudi Seifert Keeper of the Light Award – for significant contributions to BCA that reflect and
support the spirit, vision and/or values of the Association

Perpetual Awards

The Perpetual Awards acknowledge unique sailing, organizational and sometimes humorous
achievements and / or actions that are worthy of recognition; they are awarded from time to time:

Peter Doherty Goodwill Ambassador Award – awarded to an individual or couple who exemplify,
while cruising, an outstanding commitment to furthering the cruising lifestyle of camaraderie and
providing assistance
Ben Rusi Seamanship Award – awarded to an individual or couple for acts of seamanship
demonstrating levels of courage, determination, citizenship and discipline
Doug Mitchell Memorial Single Hander’s Award – awarded to an individual who has made a
significant single-handed voyage
Antares Pacific High Finders’ Award – awarded annually to the member who logs the longest
time Hawaii-Victoria passage in either direction
Hill-Padwick Bent Mast Award – awarded for the “boo boo of the year” as determined by popular
vote during Awards night
Peterson Cup – awarded to the winner of the annual Peterson Cup Cruising Rally, as determined
by the rally participants
Ted Long Award – awarded to an individual for outstanding personal contributions to BCA

Nomination / Application Process

Detailed information about BCA’s many sailing and perpetual awards, the nomination process and
application criteria can be found on the BCA website and in the 2018 Member Directory, pp 20-24.  To
apply for and/or nominate other members for any of the above awards (excluding the Peterson Cup),
please email Past Commodore, Jennifer Handley.  All applicants for cruising awards will be required to
provide detail about the qualifying voyage(s), including dates.  Nominations for Service or Perpetual
awards will be required to include detail about nature of service to BCA, including dates, and/or address
specific award criteria.

In order to allow time for review by the Awards Committee, engraving, and presentation at the three
Chapters’ Awards Nights in December, all applications must be received prior to October 31, 2018.

If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to contact Jennifer.

About The Author

Jennifer Handley
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Camdeboo - Lavranos 50 Cutter-Rigged Sloop

Jennifer Handley and Campbell Good sailed Camdeboo to the South Pacific in 2006 with their two
daughters, a niece, nephew and Jennifer’s brother. By the time Camdeboo returned to Victoria in 2011,
she had 25,000 nm under her keel, visited 14 countries and 27 people had come aboard as crew. Jennifer
was BCA Commodore 2014-2016 and happily took on the role of Past Commodore in 2017.

_______________________________________________
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A Learning Journey

http://currents.bluewatercruising.org/articles/a-learning-journey/

“I don’t want to learn anything else, I know everything I ever want to know”. I remember those words
well; we had purchased a business and along with a full time job and a house and a couple of kids, I was
trying to learn the new family business as well. My brain and my body were tired. This sentiment could
so easily apply to almost everything we do, and definitely to readying ourselves and our boats for
offshore. Until we actually are at that magical distance offshore that gives us the “bluewater” status
within BCA, we never know for sure what to expect. The one thing I think few of us expect is the never
ending repairs, renovations, add ons and Lord help us, buying of stuff we will need. How many boat
shows until I have all the stuff I need; the knowledge that goes with it, and hopefully at the best price I
will find? And why is it every time I take another course and learn so much, I have the nagging feeling
that whatever I have learned and will learn, I will never ever know everything I need to? We have been
planning or at least in the dreaming stage of offshore sailing for many years. We bought our boat 7 or 8
years ago, moved aboard it about 4 years ago. We have been sailing together since 1980. We have taken
numerous courses, many including Fleet/Weather from Bluewater Cruising. But often there still comes
our “doubt” of our own abilities.
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In the spring of this year, having pretty much completed two years of the Vancouver Island Fleet and
Weather group of BCA I attended the Women’s seminar held in Nanoose Bay. It was interesting to talk
to and listen to the many women there and realize just how different our experiences and more important
our comfort areas and levels are. I got some laughs when I said I would prefer to do almost anything to do
with boats rather than dock. As the discussions of the day in our “groups” went forward, I realized that
the one area that maybe I excelled at, was the more mechanical aspect of life on a boat. With a
background in design, installation and repairs of all kinds of pumps, I do not find it intimidating to tackle
the rebuild of a manual bilge pump; the replacement (and holy cow, the removal) of old pencil zincs from
the engine; the days-long dismantling of those mast winches; the placement of valves in the fuel vent
lines to prevent a repeat of fuel leakage when somehow you ended up somewhere you shouldn’t have
been, and more recently the complete stripping of the paint from a 55 foot mast and its boom. But I can
brag as to my part in just how great they look now. I am content with the manual windlass (that we took 5
days to rebuild earlier this year) to pull that 3/8? anchor chain and anchor. I have learned to fill the voids
from the blisters removed from the hull, and to drill holes in the deck and fill them with epoxy to correct
the separation of the fiberglass from the epoxy-coated plywood below. And to celebrate that so far there
is no visible rot!

I fit into places on the boat that my husband David doesn’t, and at times it is his knowledge passing
through my hands and my eyes to get things done. My hands are smaller, so I can and do complete wiring
in those tough areas. I forget how many times I have taken pictures with my phone or camera, until I got
the right angle to read information that is on the wrong side of the piece to see it looking straight on.
David started calling me “Rosie The Riveter” as a bit of a joke, but it kind of stuck. I like it.

I am the foredeck person, because I prefer to go and do rather than to be in charge. So far, I work well
under pressure and put aside the fear of the situation to tend to what needs doing. But I tend to worry too
much. We recently anchored in a crowded bay, and after several days, I became uncomfortable with our
anchoring. It was too crowded to allow for the scope I would prefer, so I spent some restless nights
checking on things. It may be a good thing that for whatever reason, after numerous days in this spot, the
Harbour Authority decided we should move. So here we were, new spot, crowded anchorage, less scope
than ideal, so my comfort level lessened and I was up checking our anchor a little before midnight. I was
checking landmarks to satisfy myself we were holding and I spotted a boat that wasn’t where it had been
earlier. I then could see it was moving fast and right towards us. By the time I woke my husband, grabbed
and sounded the air horn as the boat in question came closer, it was time to pick up the big fender off our
deck and fend off that 50 foot sailboat, as it hit and flattened the fender and ran down the side of our boat.
The owner, by this time, was on deck and started his engine. No visible damage, they moved off and
found a spot to re-anchor. Rather wired, I had a fairly sleepless night. But in the morning, rather than be
chastising myself for my nervousness of anchoring, I was thinking that maybe sometimes what we see as
our weak point turns out to be completely the opposite.

The women’s session held in Nanoose Bay was, I am sure, well worth the attendance for everyone who
was there. What is interesting is that each of us likely would give a different reason why. When I was
relating what I “do” on the boat, I felt a sense of pride and accomplishment in admitting out loud what I
could do. In putting so much focus on my strong points and perhaps even unique skills, it made me much
more comfortable about what I consider to be my weaknesses. We all have different skills and comfort
levels of what we can and will do. It is good to be reminded of this.
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Bluewater Cruising is an amazing organization. We have thoroughly enjoyed the courses we have taken,
the monthly Mid Island presentations, the Fleet and Weather group meetings and generally, the never
ending support and sharing of experiences and information. We have now let go the dock lines, and
although we are behind schedule (whatever that is) on where we thought we would be by now, we know
we are starting a new chapter. We will do a blog, but I wonder if the blog should start at the stepping off
point of the first offshore leg, or if it should start with the finding and preparing of the boat and crew.

Every offshore dreamer will have their own experiences, some low and some high. What I think may be
underestimated for a lot of us, is the low points when you feel totally overwhelmed and maybe even
consumed by the task at hand. And what will the endless and always growing list of tasks feel like, yet to
be done? I wish from this angle in our “journey” I had done a journal for each of the haul outs and each
of the countless tasks accomplished. Somehow the “done” seems to be forgotten amidst the “to do”.
Maybe a journal would help focus more on the completed tasks.

The generous sharing of other dreamers, doers and doners is amazing. As you work your way toward
cutting the dock lines, embrace the offers of help from other sailors when you are working on a task you
just aren’t quite comfortable with. Participate in the Fleet and Weather sessions and take something, at
least once, for show and tell. Not only will you be sharing something you have discovered or made, you
will be actively reminding yourself what skills and knowledge you have to offer as a thank you to those
who have given us so much of themselves.

Cover image attribution: Creative Commons Attribution-Share Alike 3.0 Unported license.

About The Author

Diane Cherry

Ricky T - Constellation

I started sailing in 1980 with my husband David and sons Ben and David (then 3 and 1). In 2005 we
bought a Catalina 30 in Nanaimo, sailed it to Vancouver and had it trucked to Kootenay Lake. We have
planned for many years to do the offshore experience and in 2011 finally found the boat we wanted. In
2014 we closed our business in Nelson, relocated to Nanaimo and are planning to leave in 2018.

_______________________________________________
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Battery Charger Settings for Different Types of Batteries

http://currents.bluewatercruising.org/articles/battery-charger-settings-for-different-types-of-batteries/

At the Vancouver Boat Show this year, we received a lot of questions about sizing a battery charger, the
proper settings on a battery charger, and if you can use one charger to charge different battery
chemistries, for example, flooded lead acid or AGM lead acid.

First thing, when sizing a charger, the general rule of thumb is that the charge rate should be at least 10
percent of the total amp hours of the deep cycle battery bank. For instance, a 400Ah battery bank would
require a 40A charger. Depending on the type of lead acid battery, the top end of the charge rate can be
higher. For instance, an AGM battery can, theoretically, take up to 40 percent of the battery capacity as a
charging amperage. A flooded lead acid battery is a little less, at 25 percent of the battery capacity as a
charging amperage.

Secondly, battery chargers can only charge to one type of battery chemistry. Even though your charger
may have three outputs, you cannot choose a different charge profile for each charger connection. For
instance, charger connection 1 cannot be set to lead acid and charger connection 2 be set to AGM. In
other words, you select one battery chemistry and all charger connections will follow this setting. Also
remember, the largest bank of batteries (i.e. house) should be on charger connection 1.

Thirdly, the charge profile must be set to a 3-stage smart profile and not fixed or a 2-stage profile.  An
incorrect setting will chronically over or under charge the batteries.

Lastly, the temperature probe should be connected to the negative terminal on the warmest battery of the
bank.  We see so many temperature probes that are simply hanging inside the battery box.  If you do not
have a sensor, then choose a temperature setting that best reflects the average temperature in your engine
room, or slightly higher, so as not to over-charge the batteries.  Remember, high battery temperatures
translate to a lower battery charging voltage.

Don’t assume that the settings on your charger are correct.  It is one of the first things that we look at
when we are on a boat and over half of the chargers we inspect during our electrical audits have the
wrong charge settings, which is the number one reason why batteries fail prematurely.
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About The Author

Jeff Cote

Pacific Yacht Systems - 

Jeff Cote is a systems design engineer and owner of Pacific Yacht Systems, a full service shop delivering
marine electrical and navigation solutions for recreational boats. Visit their website and blog for info and
articles on marine electrical systems, projects and more: www.pysystems.ca.

_______________________________________________
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Congratulations, Tony and Coryn Gooch, Winners of the OCC
2018 Vertue Award

http://currents.bluewatercruising.org/articles/congratulations-tony-and-coryn-gooch-winners-of-the-
occ-2018-vertue-award/

Last week I was privileged to be present when Ocean Cruising Club Regional Rear Commodore, Ian
Grant, announced that the winners of the 2018 Vertue Award were Tony and Coryn Gooch.  The award
was presented by visiting Rear Commodore Jenny Crickmore Thompson (see photo above).

Created in 2014 to commemorate Ocean Cruising Club’s 60th anniversary, the Vertue Award is “given to
the OCC member or members in North America who best represent the characteristics of club founder,
Humphrey Barton, through cruising achievements or service to the club and cruising community”.
Winners of this award, named after Barton’s yacht, Vertue XXXV, are selected by the North American
Regional Rear Commodores.

Humphrey Barton created a name for himself and cemented the place of the Vertue yacht in the annals of
cruising legend when he crossed the North Atlantic in 1950. Just over 25? with a 7? beam, Vertue XXXV
completed the passage in 47 1/2 days, at an average of 3.4 nm per hour. It is believed that prior to this
crossing, no other modern small yacht had ever made the direct passage from England to New York.

When Jenny announced the winners at Royal Victoria Yacht Club, the spontaneous standing ovation
confirmed, if there ever was any doubt, that the 2018 Vertue Award was truly well deserved by this
year’s recipients.

                                   12 / 57

http://currents.bluewatercruising.org/articles/congratulations-tony-and-coryn-gooch-winners-of-the-occ-2018-vertue-award/
http://currents.bluewatercruising.org/articles/congratulations-tony-and-coryn-gooch-winners-of-the-occ-2018-vertue-award/
https://oceancruisingclub.org/about-the-occ


Currents
The Official Magazine of the Bluewater Cruising Association

Based in Victoria, Tony and Coryn are long time Ocean Cruising Club members; Tony is a former Vice
Commodore of the OCC and has served on a number of committees as part that organization. But they are
best known and have received international recognition for their cruising adventures, mostly high latitude
sailing, aboard Taonui. Over 17 years, the couple logged 110,000 miles on Taonui, and it was aboard her
that Tony set a world record in 2002-2003 when he became the first person to complete a solo, non-stop
circumnavigation from a North American west coast port. That 177 day voyage saw 24,362 miles slip
under the keel. 

 Taonui’s
passages, 1996-2013

Tony and Coryn are also well known to the Bluewater Cruising Association community. They were
nominated for and became honorary members of BCA in 2007 and over the years, many a VI Fleet
member has benefited from Tony’s presentations about heavy weather sailing and best practices when in
such conditions.  VI Club Night attendees have been enthralled by Tony and Coryn’s stories and
mesmerized by their videos and photos on multiple occasions. Thanks to you both for all you have done
to inspire the Dreamers among us and encourage the Do-ers!

Also announced at the Sept 18 gathering at RVYC was that Daragh Nagle and Catherine O’Neill are the
new OCC Port Captains for South Vancouver Island. Daragh and Catherine are also active BCA
members; Daragh is currently VI Fleet co-coordinator. Congratulations to both of you on this position!

Cover Photo Credit: Dale Bruce

About The Author

Jennifer Handley

Camdeboo - Lavranos 50 Cutter-Rigged Sloop
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Jennifer Handley and Campbell Good sailed Camdeboo to the South Pacific in 2006 with their two
daughters, a niece, nephew and Jennifer’s brother. By the time Camdeboo returned to Victoria in 2011,
she had 25,000 nm under her keel, visited 14 countries and 27 people had come aboard as crew. Jennifer
was BCA Commodore 2014-2016 and happily took on the role of Past Commodore in 2017.

_______________________________________________
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August Rendezvous - Port Browning Marina

http://currents.bluewatercruising.org/articles/august-rendezvous-port-browning-marina/

Sometimes it feels like I live so, so far away from the water, all the way over here in Canmore! Any
chance I get, I head for the Coast and whenever possible, I try to time my trips to coincide with BCA
events like the August Rendezvous.

This year, 34 boats and 75 registrants gathered at the Port Browning Marina on Pender Island between
August 3 and 6. Glorious blue skies and lots of sun meant there were plenty of fresh blackberries along
the short walk between the marina and the Driftwood Centre; a convenient cluster of cute shops, cafés
and various sources of ice cream. Berries and ice cream aside, there was an abundance of tastiness to be
shared at various rendezvous gatherings, starting with the official Happy “Appie” Hour on Saturday,
August 4th. After many warm reunions, story-swaps, and perhaps a frosty beverage or two as we caught
up with where everyone had been since we last had a chance to see each other, we settled in for a movie
night. Despite some initial issues with the sound system, one of the cool features of this Rendezvous was
the showing of nautically-themed films on an outdoor screen. I’d love to see this become a regular part of
future gatherings, even though the technical side was a tad challenging.
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While a rendezvous is always a fun chance to get together, it’s almost always also when we say so-long
(for now) to those setting off on long voyages. This time, Past-Commodore Jennifer Handley was present
to give a hearty farewell to the crews of Makoolis and Knot Home on behalf of BCA. Prior to the
rendezvous, the crew of Sedna also received a warm farewell from Vancouver Vice-Commodore Stephen
Carlman, just before they headed south. Fair winds and following seas! I know how long it can take to
nurture the dream of finally setting sail and very much look forward to the day when I’ll be the one
taking possession of a much-coveted Leaver’s Package and setting my sights on the far horizon. Until
then, I get a vicarious thrill every time another boat manages to cast off those dock lines and make the
dream a reality.
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Closer to home, the Rendezvous was also a chance to celebrate the more modest sailing accomplishments
of those who participated in this year’s Peterson Cup Cruising Rally. I was almost able to clear my
calendar this year to allow me to take part, but alas, deadlines overtook and overwhelmed me and I had to
be satisfied with being entertained by Ken Christie as he did a marvelous, many-hatted presentation about
the history and evolution of the Peterson Cup. Thanks, Ken, for your hard work and enthusiasm and the
cool display you put together for those unable to participate this year. Congratulations are due to the crew
of Cookie Cutter, winners of this year’s rally.
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What I could (and did) take part in was the swashbuckling adventure known as the Great Blind Dinghy
Race. The fact we had not brought the dinghy (Easy Rider is a small boat with minimal deck space and
we had booked a spot on the dock) was no problem. That fabulous, friendly fraternity of BCA members
meant my daughter (Dani) and I were offered not one, but two rowing dinghies to use. In heat number 1,
Denis and Rosario’s inflatable took us around and around and around in circles… Somehow, I had not
realized that there was a peculiar twisting/flipping motion required to lock the oars into the oarlocks, so
half the time was spent waving the oars around some distance above the water. Given we were not trying
to flap wings and fly around the short course, our efforts, though enthusiastic, were not so productive.

Despite having two more heats to redeem ourselves, the use of a speedy hard bottom dinghy and
switching who was blindfolded and rowing and who was shouting instructions, we still didn’t have much
to show for our efforts except aching arms from fruitless rowing and aching sides from uncontrolled
laughter. The top three finishers were power rowers from Ostara, BlueRose, and Astrea. My apologies
for not being able to provide a stroke by stroke account of the race, but I was either blindfolded and
thrashing about in the anchorage or blinded by tears of laughter and flailing around in the bottom of a
dinghy.

The crew of Easy Rider may have been hopeless in the blind-rowing department, but young Zoe rocked it
when it came to the treasure hunt. Her collection of eyeballs, feathers, and various other bits and pieces
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took first prize, a stylish pirate bag designed by Piña from Tofino. Zoe and the bag were inseparable for
the rest of the rendezvous.

Other delights included rousing sea shanties and a phonetic alphabet game, won by the crew of Traversay
II. Yankee Alpha Yankee!

As always there were some pretty cool raffle prizes. Some of the highlights included a night’s free
moorage at Saltspring, won by Tyally; a gift certificate from Harbour Chandler won by Tilikum and a
free haul out from Straight Marine, won by Dolphin Tales. There were lots of other smaller T-shirts and
small prizes, but my favourite was the safety tether (short leash?) scored by Dani on Easy Rider. Poor
Toryn, you’re in trouble now!

Many thanks to Jacquie and all the volunteers who helped out to make this weekend yet another
memorable BCA event. Can’t wait for the next one!

About The Author

Nikki Tate-Stratton

Boatless... for now - 
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Nikki Tate-Stratton hasn't done nearly enough sailing, but she plans to change that as soon as possible!
Though she's done a bit of coastal cruising in the Gulf Islands, the Florida Keys, and the Caribbean, she's
still a novice when it comes to sailing offshore. A writer by profession, her job is conveniently portable as
long as she can find decent wi-fi from time to time. Nikki blogs more or less regularly at
darkcreekfarm.com/blog and hopes to contribute to Currents whenever she has anything vaguely marine-
related to talk about.  

_______________________________________________
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On to Australia

http://currents.bluewatercruising.org/articles/on-to-australia/

In the last article from Memories of a Circumnavigation Hugh and Heather continued to explore French
Polynesia and shared how they were diverted by a coup  on their way to ‘paradise’. Lets continue to
follow the adventures of Argonauta I, from when they began their journey in 1997 in the Caribbean, until
the completion of the circumnavigation in 2006, when they crossed their 1997 outbound Caribbean track.

We were now part of the first Port2Port Yacht Rally from Vanuatu to Bundaberg, Australia. We liked the
idea of another rally as it meant more camaraderie as well as simplified departure and arrival formalities.
We were cruising in company with British friends on Only Blue and decided that we could not leave
these fascinating Vanuatan Islands without doing some significant exploration. Together with our buddy
boat, we had decided to sail north as far as Luganville, on the Island of Espiritu Santo, before departing
for Australia. Rally departure could be from anywhere in Vanuatu between October 9?12. Timing was
designed to reach Australia before cyclone season. An en route stop at Chesterfield Reef or Bamton Reef,
both to the north of New Caledonia, were options.

Yes, Cyclone Season was approaching.  One of our objectives was never to be caught by a cyclone,
typhoon or hurricane, which meant that before the onset of the season we would either depart the area or
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secure the yacht.  Cyclone season in the South Pacific nominally begins November 1 and lasts until April
30. The main region of vulnerability is east of 160° East longitude. Port Vila, Vanuatu is roughly 168
degrees East and the Australian east coast is about 152 degrees East. Thus it was our priority to transit
this area well before November 1.

As time was running short, we cancelled plans to visit New Caledonia. October 2, 2000, we departed our
wonderful oasis of Port Vila to sail north some 90 NM. We anchored in Lamen Bay at Epi Island. The
bay was notable for a friendly dugong, which welcomed vessels as they anchored. Bislama is the national
language in Vanuatu, although French and English are common. Bislama was manageable for us as most
words are derived from English. Indeed it is a pidgin form of English.

Cultural Experiences

Continuing north, it was Malekula Island where we had our best cultural experience. Anthropologists
agree that Vanuatu’s last recorded incident of cannibalism was as recent as 1969, and that it took place on
the island of Malekulu. Ashore we met Chief Saitol. Yachties had reported that the village was always
keen to perform a “Kastom Dance” for a small fee. The chief said come back in two hours. We agreed to
contribute Vatu 1500 (US$10) per head to the village fund. We were just two yachts. The villagers were
of the “small namba” group, which refers to the type/size of the only male item of dress worn for the
dance. We did not fear becoming dinner!
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We were escorted to the performance area by a chief from an adjoining village, who guided us through
the pre-dance greeting protocol, which included an intimidating spear thrust challenge and some words of
welcome. Chief Saitol, now in “kastom dress” played drums along with two other elders. About 20 young
men and youths performed the dances. Namba clad, the dancers stomped about with great vigour and
enthusiasm. Ankle rattles and body paint added to the spectacle.
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After the men completed their dances, we were escorted to a different area, where about 20 ladies of the
village performed a number of dances. They wore calf length grass skirts, no tops. Some danced with a
child at the hip. After the dances, we were invited to greet all the ladies individually. Many were keen to
talk, so we had several interesting exchanges. Next we rejoined Chief Saitol and his dancers. We shook
hands again and then to our surprise, we were invited to say a few words about ourselves. So we each
gave a short talk. All evinced great interest in our remarks! Then it was Lap Lap time. This was a large
dish of chicken and taro, which we were invited to share. The male dancers swooped in to finish it off
after we had partaken of a token amount. We signed the village guest book, which reflected many visits
by yachts. We were told that apart from yachties, few foreign visitors reach this area of Vanuatu.
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Continuing On

With an overnight stop at tiny Wala Island, we made the island of Espiritu Santo in good time. Aore
Island Resort, across Second Channel from Luganville, offered moorings, ferry service and a pool for
Heather, so we spent three nights at this very convenient location. We checked out with
Customs/Immigration and then visited Million Dollar Point, a vast dump site of World War Two war
materiel. The rusting junk was exposed by a low tide, so we did not bother to snorkel the area. The story
behind this spot is interesting. Essentially, the US Military was unable to sell this vast array of equipment,
so it was simply dumped. Locals had valuable pickings for a few years.
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On October 12, in company with Only Blue, we hoisted anchor and set out for Australia. The passage
distance was 1033 NM. Conditions were mild and the forecast suggested moderately good weather for the
trip. We hoped to be no longer than eight days on passage. We routed north of New Caledonia and
Chesterfield Reef to skirt north of Bampton Reef before turning southwest to Bundaberg. Leaving the
Great Barrier Reef to the north, we slotted south of Lady Elliot Island and north of Fraser Island to reach
mainland Australia.

Halfway to Australia

October 15 at sunset found us approaching the halfway point to Bundaberg. Luganville was 436 NM
behind us, with 597 NM to go. We were 125 NM east of Bamton Reef and expected to pass this
dangerous area by late next afternoon. Day one wind was SSE 10/12 K sometimes light. Our buddy boat, 
Only Blue, motored to augment speed and maintained a minimum of 5K. The first night we sailed as
slowly as 3K. Day two we began to motor as our objective was to reduce exposure to possible
deteriorating weather.  Day three, there was no wind, so we motored all day, maintaining about 5K boat
speed. With the current, this gave us about 6K over the bottom. Day three, we hot refueled underway,
transferring 14 US Gallons to the main tank. As our refueling point is on the transom, I don a harness and
carefully pour the fuel via our Baja filter into the tank. We covered 4 NM during the process. Still no
wind, so we motored the next 24 hours and hot refueled again, adding three jerry jugs or 18 US Gallons to
the main tank. We had insufficient fuel to make Bundaberg so we hoped for wind and would wait for it if
necessary. The obvious place to await wind was at a well-used anchorage at Chesterfield Reef. Other
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yachts were much lower on fuel than us and had already been forced to wallow along at 2 to 3 K. 
However, a high pressure area coming off Tasmania indicated that wind might come soon.

It did! Following a period of heavy squalls, steady wind developed mid-morning October 16. Over the
next 12 hours, it built to 25 gusting 30K from the SSE. Inevitably, more than we needed! We sailed with
a double reefed main, stay sail, with genoa furled. As we turned south bound out of the tropics, our course
was close to the wind: 205 degrees magnetic, which meant the ride was both rough and wet. We were
averaging about 5.7K. We could have gone faster of course, but the stress on both crew and boat would
have been excessive. Good news: the repaired Cape Horn Vane steering worked perfectly, although I
nervously inspected it, searching for early signs of failure. There were none. ETA Bundaberg was early
Friday morning October 20. It could have been before first light, but Bundaberg is a sugar shipping port
so a night arrival was feasible.

October 17, mid-afternoon, we had a closer than comfortable encounter with Bampton Reef. I had
decided to cut in reasonably close to the reef to minimize route distance. In other words, cut the corner. I
plotted a waypoint at 19.06S/158.15E marked on the Google Earth print, below which avoided the
northeastern edge of the reef by about five miles. As we neared the waypoint, we could see a reef backed
by a lagoon on the bow less than a mile away! Indeed, if we had not altered heading, we would have run
up on it. I had planned this as a daylight segment of the passage, but what if we had arrived at night?
Disturbing! I had failed to consider a possible disparity between chart plotter data and reality. Lesson:
corner cutting can be hazardous!

Next morning, we fulfilled a pre-arrival requirement to contact Australian Customs. By radio/phone
patch, we passed our position and ETA to Bundaberg. The official sounded very accommodating and
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affable, so we hoped for no “third degree” experience upon arrival! Later in the morning, a Customs
plane overflew us and upon request, we passed on the usual details. As an island continent,
understandably, Australia does not allow anything to be brought in that might contaminate agriculturally.
Thus we were eating our way through Fiji/Vanuatu bought meats and veggies. Rough conditions reduced
consumption, so we expected to have food items for confiscation. We could have “deep sixed” the stuff,
but then it could have washed ashore and OZ might have been changed forever! Weather was expected to
remain stable for the remainder of the passage, with winds slowly reducing and backing. Soon we were
south of Capricorn. We looked forward to completing our Trans Pacific Passage and to spending some
considerable time in Australia.

Land Ho!

We arrived at Bundaberg, Australia about 0730 hours local time, Friday, October 20, 2000. On our final
day at sea, weather was perfect: wind ESE 10/15K; sky clear. We could have arrived sooner, but rather
than making landfall after dark, we reduced sail for the final 60NM and ghosted through the night so as to
reach Bundaberg early morning. This worked well and we gained the clearly marked Burnett River
entrance by 0700 hours. With Marina staff on duty, we were able to go directly to the Customs Dock.
Customs were fair and reasonable. Quarantine Inspectors relieved us of several prohibited items: for
example, honey, brown rice and some mouldy fruit/veg from the bottom of the fridge. What was taken
away though was returned in spades by the welcoming committee, which provided a large food hamper
including fresh Bundaberg grown strawberries and tomatoes. Now on the dock at a full facility marina,
the Port2Port 2000 Rally reception was overwhelming!
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Heather sent an e-mail:

Spinner Crabs and Pavlova! Bundy Rum and South Australian Chardonnay! Real milk! Plenty of
machines at the laundromat! Showers to die for! Am I a City Girl at heart? We “dressed” the boats for
Sunday celebrations. Our Canada bunting and patriotic umbrella came a close second to the best dressed
boat, Only Blue. To my amazement, the weekend brought a parade of locals, gazing up reverently at Das
Boot and muttering about fantasies. “Sorry about the puddle of drool, Mate”, said one. It’s the first time
we’ve felt like “celebrities”! Now I sally forth to find a bathtub, buy underwear and eat a kangaroo.

After a month or so in Bundaberg, we sailed further south to the yachting center of Mooloolaba, where
we secured Argonauta I for cyclone season.  Lawrie’s Marina on one of the many canal locations
became our home for the next six months. There we bought an older car and prepared to tour Australia.

Next season we headed north to Townsville and later we sailed over the “top end” to Darwin.

About The Author

Hugh & Heather Bacon

Argonauta I - Beneteau 440

Hugh and Heather left the Caribbean Island of Tortola in 1997. Their route took them through the
Caribbean to Panama. They transited the Canal in May 1999 and once in the Pacific, they explored the
Galapagos and many South Pacific Island Groups enroute to Australia. September 2002, they departed
Australia sailing North of Africa, first through South East Asia and then the Indian Ocean and up the Red
Sea to The Med.. In 2004 they continued to Southern France. Next year they went on to Gibraltar,
Morocco and the many Atlantic Islands. In January 2006 they departed the Cape Verde Islands and
completed their circumnavigation off Grenada later that month. Two more years in the Caribbean brought
them once again to the Panama Canal and in 2008, Argonauta I arrived in Sidney BC. 

_______________________________________________
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Happy 40th Anniversary, BCA!

http://currents.bluewatercruising.org/articles/happy-40th-anniversary-bca/

How proud I am to have been part of the BCA family for 31 of those 40 years!  Come to think of it, I
didn’t even know BCA existed when we moved to Vancouver in 1984, with a Reliance 44 hull under
construction and stars in our eyes dreaming about offshore cruising. It wasn’t until the fall of 1987, we
saw an ad for a Tristan Jones presentation and tickets were available at North Sails.  At the presentation,
my husband Peter met the current BCA Membership Watchkeeper, Marcia Miller, who of course had
membership applications sitting on the counter. When he came home and told me, I exclaimed
incredulously – “You mean there is actually an organization here whose purpose is to teach people like us
how to sail offshore? Fantastic! Unreal!”

We attended every club night for the next two years and many education courses, launched our boat in
1988, and that first summer we cruised locally and met BCA members Donna and Bill Sassaman.  The
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next year, we also met Peter & Heather Paget and joined them and other members of the “Class of ’89,”
as it was called then, for a farewell potluck at the BCA Clubhouse on Burrard Street. That fall, we headed
south with our two teenagers and pet dog for a one-year voyage to Mexico, Hawaii, Alaska, and back. We
loved it. While we were in various ports flying our BCA burgee, we met countless other BCA members
and shared stories and experiences. All our sails were tanbark in colour, except for a mule (main back
stays’l) that was a lightweight triangular version of the Canadian flag with a bright red maple leaf. That
made us very visible as we entered any anchorage and when we arrived in Cabo we were hailed on VHF
by another BCA member telling us there was an open spot in the inner harbour right beside them. How
welcome we felt! There were potlucks and volleyball games on the beach,  margarita parties, water jug
days to gather on the dock with our jerry cans when the water truck would come down to the harbour and
we could fill up our jugs and ferry them back to our boat via dinghy. And of course we spent a lot of time
at a popular hangout, Papi’s, where we met other cruisers, including those in BCA.

After a 17-day passage to Hawaii from Cabo, we spent 6 weeks exploring the islands (while our ship’s
dog was in quarantine), and from there we headed north to Alaska, another 19-day passage, and then
through the Queen Charlotte Islands and the Inside Passage back to Vancouver. In 11 months, we logged
11,000 nm. We all enjoyed it so much, we knew that we wanted to do this again and the next time it
would not be a one-year leave of absence from work.  In the meantime, we could learn even more by
actively participating in BCA and by so doing pay back all the help BCA had given us prior to and during
our first voyage.  Peter served as Speakers Watchkeeper, Vice Commodore, Commodore and Past
Commodore and I was Editor of Currents for seven years. BCA became our family. In fact our daughter
Tara served as Bosun for three years, and our first grandchild used to toddle around the Bosun’s table at
club nights charming everyone. In 1994, we attended the spring rendezvous at Degnen Bay and met Ian
and Barb aboard Allegra, and through them we heard about a sublet slip available at Spruce Harbour
Liveaboard Marina. We lived there, as their neighbours and friends for three years.
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 Ian and Barb at the BCA 2009 Christmas party in Vancouver.

In 1997, we moved to Victoria due to job transfers and immediately became part of the V.I. Chapter. Bob
and Kathie Thompson hosted us for a marina-hunting trip and introduced us to chandlers, restaurants, and
other BCA members. Peter was still Past Commodore at that time but eventually took over from Kathie as
Vice Commodore of the V.I. Chapter, while I served as the Treasurer and Membership Watchkeeper. As
Doners, we also organized and chaired the Fleet meetings and left with the Fleet of 2002 – this time just
the two of us and our Ship’s Dog Princess, heading down the west coast of the US with fewer stops along
the way and planning for much more time in Mexico. We had both retired from the federal government in
June 2002, and so we were free to finally head off on our long-dreamed of open-ended cruise to the South
Pacific and hopefully a circumnavigation – but the main goal was simply to keep on sailing “as long as it
was fun.”

Rick Ellis, long-time V.I. BCA member set up a nightly SSB net for the Fleet of 2002 and served as net
control until we all got safely to San Francisco. Then Peter took over as net control, and welcomed many
other cruisers we’d met, including Americans, and so we became ambassadors for BCA.  When well-
known weatherman, Don Anderson of Summer Passage checked in one night to offer his weather report,
it became a regular feature. The net grew and grew until Peter recruited different cruisers to do net control
each night of the week, except Sunday, which was his turn.
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While on the hard in Mexico for a routine bottom paint and haul out in September 2003, Peter and I flew
to Peru to visit our son and his family. While we were gone, Hurricane Marty, packing winds of more
than 100 knots, swept through Baja California and knocked our boat down, puncturing a hole in one side
of the hull and destroying our masts and rigging. We spent six months rebuilding her ourselves, with
insurance proceeds and help from various BCA members in La Paz. Peter even conducted the Bluewater
Net from the boat on the hard, hoisting a long wire to the top of a jury-rigged antenna mast built from our
spinnaker pole and boat hook. Our story, “Six Months Hard Time,” was published in two parts in the
September and October 2005 issues of Cruising World Magazine.

With a beautifully rebuilt Wanderlust V, we re-launched in March 2004 and planned to continue cruising
to the South Pacific in the spring of 2005. However, a routine medical checkup in the summer of 2004
revealed Peter had a heart problem, and our cruising came to an abrupt halt on May 24, 2005, when Peter
passed away suddenly and unexpectedly after heart surgery in Vancouver. Wanderlust V was in
Mazatlan, snugged up for hurricane season. It was then I felt the full impact of the support I had from
fellow BCA members. Gary Robertson and the V.I. Chapter organized a bus to bring members over to
Vancouver for Peter’s funeral, American cruisers who had become part of the Bluewater Net drove up
from California, and the presses for the June 2005 issue of Currents were stopped in order to get Peter’s
picture on the cover with the caption: “A pillar has been lost” with articles written by Past Commodore
Perry Boeker and others. When I finally had the emotional readiness to return to Wanderlust V in
Mexico, my good BCA friends Barb and Ian came with me not only for emotional support, but to help
clean up and set up the boat to sail again. Other BCA friends, Dave and Carol Smith joined me as crew to
sail Wanderlust V from Mazatlan to La Paz, and when Wanderlust V arrived on Dockwise in Nanaimo, I
had my two grown kids, the best crew ever, to sail her to her new home in Ladner, where BCA friends
Sally Holland, and Barb and Ian met us to celebrate her safe arrival.

Since then I’ve done a great deal of travel by other means to the places to which Peter and I had planned
to sail, and BCA members scattered across the country and the seas were there to welcome me or join me.
Peter Martin and Connie Morahan invited me to crew for them on Cookie Cutter in 2006 from New
Caledonia to Australia, and early members of BCA, Roy & Sylvia Willie, hosted me at their home in
Brisbane. Other BCA members, John and Ariana Flook were moored in Brisbane at the time, and invited
me to a Thanksgiving cruisers potluck while I was there. A cruise ship, Voyages of Discovery, took me
around South America in 2008 and when we stopped in Chile, I visited Betty and Luis Romo.  In 2009 I
cruised aboard the Paul Gauguin with BCA member Sally Holland through the Marquesas. In 2013 I did
a bus tour of New Zealand with my granddaughter, and in Christchurch, I visited Paula Roberts (who had
succeeded me as Editor of Currents in 1997) and her husband Vlad, a former Vice Commodore. And in
2015, I did a three-month RV trip across Canada and back through the US and visited Stan and Lynn
Homer in Calgary and Scott & Sonia Crawshaw in Ottawa.
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 Visiting with Scott and Sonia Crawshaw.

Back to 2005… knowing how much BCA had done for me, I called Commodore Guylain Roy-Machabee
in August 2005, offering to volunteer in any way I could. I was shattered with grief after Peter’s sudden
death and the loss of my cruising lifestyle. I knew I needed to be involved in something I believed in and
what better place than BCA!  Of the options he gave me, I wound up creating a new watch position for
our organization – Archivist. I dug out photos and old issues of Currents from our library and clubroom
in the Scottish Cultural Centre, organized them into binders, called and interviewed long-time members,
and wrote a series of articles for Currents about how BCA began, how each chapter was formed, and
other themes such as Rendezvous, Pig Roasts, Fleets, etc. By 2007, Commodore Don Brown nominated
me for Vice Commodore and I went on to become Commodore in 2009-10 and Past Commodore in
2011-13.  The BCA archives were moved into my home in 2010 and I continued as Archivist until this
year, 2018. Sadly I have had to find them a new home as I’ve just recently moved into a new apartment
with a lot less space. Thanks for your help, Myrna and Kent Webster!
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 Vancouver Commodore Glenora Doherty attending the 2009 BCA rendezvous, with Pete Simpson,
Chapter Vice Commodore (Calgary)

BCA has changed a great deal in the 31 years I’ve been involved. How we communicate is one good
example. The first Communications Watchkeeper was someone who monitored the ham and SSB nets.
When I took over Currents from 1991-97, we didn’t have a website; in fact, a lot of the articles came in
handwritten or, if I was lucky, sent by post on a floppy disk. I had a group of volunteer typists who
transcribed and proofread the handwritten letters. I didn’t have a home computer, so stayed at my office
in the evenings or weekends to use my desk computer to assemble Currents and deliver the final product
on disk in person to Sport BC, our publisher at the time.  And postcards really were postcards with
beautiful stamps from countries around the world. Roger Chin set up the first website in the 1990s but it
was simply an informational one, not interactive – but a start.  Long distance phone calls to Victoria or
Calgary were expensive. Due to this lack of effective communication, we were not the well-organized and
structured organization that we are today.

In conclusion, you may be wondering what happened to Wanderlust V?  In 2009, my family and I
decided it was time to sell. It was a shame to see her sitting at the dock, being sailed only in the summer
when family could crew with me. She was bought by an Australian, Andy Cain, who was visiting
Vancouver. He spotted her from across False Creek bearing a For Sale sign and said she was the most
beautiful boat he’d ever seen. He bought her, kept the name, and sailed her back to Sidney, Australia, and
has now almost matched the 30,000 nm we logged. I follow her adventures on Facebook.
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And as for me?  No more sailing, due to mobility, balance and arthritis issues. However, I keep busy and
happy with my growing family, commercial travel, singing with the Maple Leaf Singers and volunteering
with a Christian women’s network. I miss the cruising life more than words can say, but I have more than
enough wonderful memories to last a lifetime. Thank you BCA, for everything you taught me, shared
with me, and for the support you’ve given me.  Being an active member of BCA, there’s no life like it!

About The Author

Glenora Doherty

Used to own Wanderlust V - Reliance 44

Glenora is a Lifemember of BCA. She served the Association in many capacities in both Vancouver and
VI Chapters. Glenora was BCA Commodore in 2009-10 and Past Commodore in 2011-13. Glenora and
her family sailed from Victoria to Mexico, then to Hawaii, Alaska and back home in 1989-90, and then
back to Mexico again to sail the Sea of Cortez in 2002.

_______________________________________________
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Fleets of BCA

http://currents.bluewatercruising.org/news/fleets-of-bca-2/

In September of every year a number of BCA members get together to form Fleet. One group forms on
Vancouver Island, one in Calgary and one on the Lower Mainland. These are people who are planning to
sail offshore in the following year or soon thereafter. Fleet meets monthly or more often depending on the
program they set up for the year. Fleet members decide the program based on their needs and interests.

One of the objectives of Fleet is to increase member’s knowledge to prepare for safe and comfortable
voyages. Each year Fleet works with the Education Watch to set up various types of sessions. Examples
of previous Fleet sessions include: Presentations and panel discussions by BCA members who have
recently returned from offshore; Use of Pactor Modems for Email and Weather; Mast climbing; Ham and
SSB use and installation; Storm Tactics and Safety at Sea; Psychology of Cruising; Rigging and Rigging
repair; Sail Selection and Sail Repair; and Medical Problems Offshore.

Another objective of Fleet is to increase awareness of sources of useful and innovative equipment. A
Vancouver Fleet committee is in contact with various suppliers and collects information on equipment
available, often at special BCA Fleet prices.
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Perhaps the most important objective of Fleet is to get to know fellow sailors who will be sharing the
offshore adventure. These are the people meeting up in foreign ports, who will happily help each other
out in times of difficulty and who will become long-time friends. With this in mind, Vancouver Fleet has
a number of social events during the year with no specific program other than getting to know one
another better.

Throughout the year the Vancouver Fleet meets on the last Tuesday of each month. The first meeting of
the Vancouver Fleet of 2019 will be held upstairs at the Scottish Cultural Centre at 1900 hours on
Tuesday, September 25th. This meeting will feature Dina Aloi and Malcolm MacPhail, BCA members
who have returned to Vancouver after several years offshore, sailing across the Pacific.

If you would like to join Fleet, just show up at the meeting. Captain, First Mate and crew are all welcome
to attend the Fleet meetings. Vancouver Fleet fees are $50 per boat and are payable only on the BCA
website. We look forward to your participation in the 2019 Fleet!

If you are interested in joining the Vancouver Island Fleet, contact Daragh and Al.  To join the Calgary
Fleet, contact Christine.

About The Author

Cameron and Marianne McLean, Vancouver Fleet Coordinators

Mayknot - Seabird 37

Cam and Marianne McLean have been BCA members since 1987, cruised offshore, and have served as
the Vancouver Fleet Coordinators for many years.

_______________________________________________
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Currents Cover: Photo Contest

http://currents.bluewatercruising.org/news/currents-cover-photo-contest-3/

The Currents Cover Photo Contest is back! Our monthly “PDF” publication needs the best photos of your
boats to grace its covers for the next 12 months!  Since the Currents Cover photo contests have been so
popular, we thought this should become an annual event!

So, here’s the scoop:

If you are a BCA member in good standing, we ask you to submit the best photos of your boat to the 
Currents Editor and then the Currents team will select the 12 best shots that will make the monthly cover
of Currents in 2019.

Contest Rules

It is important that you follow these rules and guidelines for submission because if you don’t, we may not
be able to use your photo. For example: we cannot use photos in landscape orientation for the cover of 
Currents, so, it is extremely important that you submit portrait only photos. See the rules and guidelines
below:
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Deadline for submission of photos: November 17, 2018
You can submit more than one photo
Photo submission guidelines:

Orientation: Portrait
Resolution: Minimum 1200×900 pixels or higher resolution
File format: .jpg

Winners will receive Currents credits towards their membership fees
Winners will be asked to provide a brief description of the boat and where the photo was taken.
They will also be asked to give permission to publish that information as well as their name.

So, dig into your photo archives or go out and take a great shot of your boat and keep those submissions
coming! I am really looking forward to seeing the entries come in!

Photo Attribution: (License: CC0)

About The Author

Rosario Passos

Counting Stars - Whitby 42 Ketch

Rosario is a dreamer who wants to sail the South Pacific.... so far she sails the local waters of the Salish
Sea to get as much experience as possible.

_______________________________________________
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BCA Thanksgiving Rendezvous 2018

http://currents.bluewatercruising.org/events/bca-thanksgiving-rendezvous-2018/

The BCA Calgary Chapter invites you, your family and guests to the annual Thanksgiving Rendezvous
this October! Come rub fenders, trade stories and enjoy Thanksgiving dinner on Thetis Island.

Everyone is welcome!

Members, prospective members, past members and guests, boaters interested in offshore sailing and
friends young and old are all invited to attend. Boats of all sorts, sizes and condition are welcome. Some
come by kayak. Some fly in, others drive or walk on the ferry. Some come for one day, others for 3. 
Some stay onboard, others stay in the Thetis Island Marina rental suites. The choice is yours!

No Boat?  No Problem. Some land-based accommodation is available at Thetis Island Marina, or email
the Calgary Rendezvous Watchkeeper and request to berth with a member boat.

Reservations for Moorage
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Good anchorage is available nearby, but many BCA boats tie up and make full use of the marina docks
and facilities.  So the answer is “Yes, reserve today! The sooner the better.”  Marina space will be limited
(BCA shares the dock with marina residents and the locals) and it is easier to cancel than reserve at the
last minute: Dock Reservations:  250-246-1443;  Pub (alternate): 250-246-3464. BCA members will
receive a reduced moorage rate ($1.10 per foot – 2017 rate).

Your RSVP is Requested

Please RSVP on the website, even if there are doubts (look for “RSVP for this event”). Advance
registration is appreciated for planning purposes, but organizers also understand if things change and
there is a need to cancel. Thanksgiving Dinner will be served at the Thetis Island Marina Pub. Dinner
tickets must be purchased at the Marina Pub on arrival ($30.25 per person includes
dinner/dessert/taxes/tip).

_______________________________________________

                                   42 / 57

https://www.bluewatercruising.org/events/EventDetails.aspx?id=1111675


Currents
The Official Magazine of the Bluewater Cruising Association

Vancouver Club Night - Northwest Passage Adventures

http://currents.bluewatercruising.org/events/northwest-passage-adventures/

Please join us for our October Club Night for a presentation from Laurence Roberts and Mary Anne
Unrau on their travels with Traversay III.

Since her first launch, Traversay III has sailed over 120,000 miles crossing many meridian and reaching
latitudes from 65 South on the Antarctic Peninsula to 80 North at the northwest tip of Spitsbergen.  Ports
of Call have included such diverse spots as Pitcairn, South Georgia, Hamburg, Darwin and the Northwest
Passage with lots of places between.

In 2013 they sailed from St. Katharines Marina, London in late March and voyaged to Victoria, British
Columbia in October via south English ports, the Irish Sea, the Hebrides, Iceland, Greenland, the
Northwest Passage and Alaska.

Their most recent voyage started and ended at the Causeway Marina, Victoria between May 2 2016 and
June 1 2018. This Pacific circuit included a first stop in Townsville Australia and continued with stops for
scuba diving out in the Coral Sea and stays in Sydney, Nelson New Zealand, Valdivia and Puerto Natales
Chile, Hawaii and the many memorable locations in between.

Larry is a retired Air Canada pilot and Mary Anne is a retired pianist and music educator. The couple
have made their home aboard their boat since 2001 and will be based at the Causeway Marina in Victoria
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BC during the coming winter.

_______________________________________________
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VI South Club Night - Exploring “The Forgotten Middle”

http://currents.bluewatercruising.org/events/vi-south-club-night-exploring-the-forgotten-middle/

Cruising Central America from Pacific El Salvador to Caribbean Belize via the Panama Canal

Turquoise seas, tropical jungles, Mayan ruins, bustling markets, friendly people, diverse, indigenous
culture, deserted beaches, exotic wildlife, numerous volcanoes (300+), and challenging but uncrowded
and accessible cruising grounds; “Middle,” or Central, America is steadily gaining a positive reputation
as one of the more unique, interesting, and welcoming sailing destinations in the world!

Long plagued by a violent history, political instability and crippling poverty, since the advent of “la Paz”
(the peace) in the mid 1990’s, Middle America has become a friendlier, easier and…most importantly,
safer place to cruise.

Join Steve Nash as he shares pictures and stories of the journey of he and his wife, Tricia Nash, aboard 
Kuyima, their Waterline 47, as they make their way from southern Mexico, across the infamous Gulf of
Tehuantepec to Pacific Central America, through the Panama Canal, then north in the Western Caribbean
to Belize and Caribbean Mexico.

BCA members Steve and Tricia Nash spend winters cruising tropical waters aboard Kuyima, and
summers operating SeaRoom Yachting and Sailing School, which offers coastal and offshore sail and
power training.

Steve is a charter Captain and advanced sail and power instructor with the Canadian Recreational
Yachting Association (CRYA) and IYT. Tricia is a former commercial pilot and now a converted, and
experienced, offshore sailor.

                                   45 / 57

http://currents.bluewatercruising.org/events/vi-south-club-night-exploring-the-forgotten-middle/


Currents
The Official Magazine of the Bluewater Cruising Association

**If you have not yet received your 40th anniversary glasses, they will be available at this event. These
laser engraved tumblers are a gift from the Vancouver Island Watch to VI members in commemoration of
this important year in BCA history.**

_______________________________________________
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VI Mid-Island Club Night - Exploring “The Forgotten Middle”

http://currents.bluewatercruising.org/events/vi-mid-island-club-night-exploring-the-forgotten-middle-
cruising-central-america-from-pacific-el-salvador-to-caribbean-belize-via-the-panama-canal/

Turquoise seas, tropical jungles, Mayan ruins, bustling markets, friendly people, diverse, indigenous
culture, deserted beaches, exotic wildlife, numerous volcanoes (300+), and challenging but uncrowded
and accessible cruising grounds, ”Middle” (or Central) America is steadily gaining a positive reputation
as one of the more unique, interesting and welcoming sailing destinations in the world!

Long plagued by a violent history, political instability and crippling poverty, since the advent of “la Paz”
(the peace) in the mid 1990’s, Middle America has become a friendlier, easier and…most importantly,
safer place to cruise.

Join Steve and Tricia Nash as they share pictures and stories of their journey aboard Kuyima, their
Waterline 47, as they make their way from southern Mexico, across the infamous Gulf of Tehuantepec to
Pacific Central America, through the Panama Canal, then north in the Western Caribbean to Belize and
Caribbean Mexico.

BCA members Steve and Tricia Nash spend the winters cruising tropical waters aboard Kuyima, and the
summers operating SeaRoom Yachting and Sailing School, which offers coastal and offshore sail and
power training. Steve is a charter Captain and advanced sail and power instructor with the Canadian
Recreational Yachting Association (CRYA) and IYT.  Tricia is a former commercial pilot and now a
converted, and experienced, offshore sailor.
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Sails: Maintenance and Repairs

http://currents.bluewatercruising.org/events/sails-maintenance-and-repairs/

Spend an evening in the UK Sails sail loft with Stuart Dahlgren as he shares tips, tricks and techniques
that will help you keep your sails in good working order. This course sold out quickly last year, so be sure
to register soon!

Instructor

Stuart Dahlgren, co-owner of UK Sails Northwest, comes from a family of mariners and has spent his life
sailing on the West Coast. Stu has absorbed every scrap of knowledge he has ever heard, read or
experienced about sailing and sailmaking and enjoys meeting with clients to share what he knows and
learn from their experiences.

_______________________________________________
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Electrical Skills for Cruisers

http://currents.bluewatercruising.org/events/electrical-skills-for-cruisers/

Interested in electricity and electronics in a boating environment? Learn about safety, skills and theory to
help troubleshoot and fix common electrical problems on your boat in a non-intimidating manner, with
hands-on exercises to reinforce learning and improving your skills.

Topics include:

Definitions
Safety
Equipment
Theory
Troubleshooting
Specific Applications
Skills
Power Budget
Energy Generation and Storage
Supplies and Resources
Jury-Rigging / Field Repairs
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A practical course taught by BCA member Bjarne Hansen for the admiral, skipper, first mate and/or other
crew aboard your vessel.

_______________________________________________
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Introduction to Boat Systems for Women

http://currents.bluewatercruising.org/events/introduction-to-boat-systems-for-women/

Need some knowledge of the ‘blue jobs’ around the boat? Need to feel more confident about what to do
in an emergency? Well, this is the course for you.  Introduction to Boat Systems, a women’s-only course,
will provide a very non-technical approach to understanding basic boat systems:

Mechanical (engine)
Electrical
Water; and
How to convince your partner that you need to know how to help solve problems, especially
finding the parts and tools, when you are together in the middle of an ocean!

Instructors Tricia and Steve Nash and Pamela Bendall will cover at least 10 of the most common issues
that occur on boats when underway.

_______________________________________________

                                   52 / 57

http://currents.bluewatercruising.org/events/introduction-to-boat-systems-for-women/


Currents
The Official Magazine of the Bluewater Cruising Association

Basic Marine Radar

http://currents.bluewatercruising.org/events/basic-marine-radar/

Learn from a radar expert! After completion of this seminar, you will be able to set up your radar for
maximum results and interpret the display under a variety of conditions. You will learn simple techniques
to:

identify land-masses, other vessels and transient targets
use radar effectively for collision avoidance and navigation,
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interpret and control the display under a variety of conditions,
recognize and compensate for rain and sea clutter, interference and side-lobe echoes
use the new generation of integrated radar which combine chart and radar technology

About the Instructor

Kevin Monahan is an experienced captain, retired Canadian Coast Guard officer, and author of “The
Radar Book: Effective Navigation and Collision Avoidance.”

Course Materials

Registration includes The Radar Book: Effective Navigation and Collision Avoidance. This excellent
book is used in the United States Power Squadron Marine Radar Seminar.

Notes

Registration cost includes the course materials
We suggest you bring a lunch. There is a cafe across the street to buy a lunch if you don’t bring
your own.
There is a $15 processing fee in the event of student cancellation.

Cover Photo: CC0 Public Domain

_______________________________________________
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Advanced Marine Radar

http://currents.bluewatercruising.org/events/advanced-marine-radar/

The Advanced Marine Radar course is for those who have taken Basic Marine Radar and wish to increase
their practical and technological knowledge. Using real-life screen-captures, simulations and other audio-
visual effects, you will soon be managing your radar like a pro.

Participants will learn about:
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The new generation of AIS and integrated radar systems which combine chart and radar
technology
The strengths and weaknesses of modern solid-state radar, Doppler radar and broadband radar
Managing and understanding the issues inherent in modern integrated navigation systems
Advanced navigation techniques, especially for navigation in remote areas where electronic charts
are not dependable
Advanced collision avoidance techniques and radar plotting

Instructor

Kevin Monahan is an experienced captain, retired Canadian Coast Guard officer, and author of ,“The
Radar Book: Effective Navigation and Collision Avoidance.”

Location

This course will take place in a new-to-BCA location, the Western Maritime Institute, located in close
proximity to Nanaimo Airport.

_______________________________________________
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