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Postcards from Oh! - Caribbean and Atlantic Circuits II

https://currents.bluewatercruising.org/articles/postcards-from-oh-caribbean-and-atlantic-circuits-ii/

Every journey begins with a single step – and so does another adventure for Oh!. After spending the
summer back in Canada, I returned to Annapolis on October 4, to prepare Oh! for another 18 month
circuit of the Caribbean and Atlantic islands. The previous circuits were incredible, and I am looking
forward to welcoming old friends back and making new friends along the way. The journey starts from 
Oh!’s furthest point north, Galloway Creek near Baltimore on the Chesapeake Bay. I have come here to
meet up with Ted, one of my guests from the previous circuit who has gone on to fulfilling his dream of
sailing the world. In just 14 months, from virtually no experience, Ted became the proud owner and
captain of Stet, a Lagoon 42 and has accumulated over 10,000 miles of ocean passages along the way.
He’s living his dream and it is wonderful to see how he has grown in confidence and skill with each
passing voyage.
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Oh!’s 2020 sailing plans. Heading south to where the butter melts, the waters are clear… and it is warm!

Stet and Oh! had our first rendezvous last spring in the Bahamas, and together we cruised the northern
Exuma Islands on our way to Nassau. We then paired up for the voyage north to Annapolis to escape the
hurricane season and get Oh! hauled out for the summer. Sailing together was great fun as we enjoyed the
warm clear waters of the Bahamas and the voyage north.
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Stet and Oh! in the Bahamas illustrate two different Catamaran design philosophies. Snorkelling with an
8- 10’ wingspan Spotted Eagle Ray and one of the Bahama’s many underwater sculptures.

Over the summer Oh! had new bronze through-hulls and rudder bearings installed, bottom painted, some
welding repairs and upgrades, the Genoa inspected and upgraded, a new mainsail added, Maus fire
extinguishers added to compliment the dry powder extinguishers, many rigging upgrades, new starter
batteries, replaced the fuel lines, engines serviced, as well as dozens of other items ticked off the endless
“to do list”.
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Oh! gets new bottom paint and refreshed boot stripes. Cold galvanizing and reversing the anchor chain…
then adding more chain markers. Almost $600 worth of “bits” to replace the worn pins and cars for the
mainsail – note the wear on the mid-section of one of the Antal car pins, it should be all the same
diameter.

Meanwhile Ted and Stet spent the summer in the Northern Chesapeake, visiting with old friends and
making some new ones – who have been fantastic. Once again the cruising community never ceases to
amaze me with their generosity and the “arms open welcome” we’ve experienced. A simple compliment
of “how beautiful Stet was” from a passing boater, lead to an invitation to come aboard Stet and a
summer of friendship and adventures for Ted and his new friends. The welcome mat rolled out for Oh! as
soon as Oh! met up with Stet on October 27 in Galloway Creek. The warmth of the locals has helped
counter balance the cool fall days and near freezing temperatures each night, as Oh! does not have a
heater. We spent 8 days meeting Ted’s new friends and enjoying dinner and afternoon visits.
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 Fall colours along the Maryland shores, beautiful sunrises and some of Ted’s new friends enjoying an
afternoon visit on Stet.

We also made a lot of provisioning runs and completed more of the “to do” list stuff. Rigging Oh!’s new
mainsail was a lot more involved than I anticipated and lead to the discovery of a lot of expensive, worn
out parts that needed replacement. What was thought to be a half day job turned into 2 ½ days spread out
over a week. However, it gave Ted and me ample time to discuss our mutual cruising plans. Stet is
heading for the Bahamas for the winter, while Oh! is heading for Bermuda, St. Martin and the BVI’s. I
hope to rendezvous with Stet again in the Bahamas in late March, 2020.
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 Oh!’s new main sail ready for shipping from the UK Sail loft located in Sidney, BC. Ted and I sorting
out all the “new stuff” that came with the mainsail while anchored in Galloway Creek, Maryland.

However, before leaving to head south, a day trip to Washington DC was a must. It is an easy train
connection from nearby Martin Airport, named after the Lockheed Martin Company just 10 minutes away
by car. Ted’s friends Colleen and Jim, had offered to drive me to the train station at 0630h. If there is a
need… the helping hands of the cruising community always seem to appear. I first met Colleen while out
enjoying an evening row along the waterfront. She called me over to ask if I was on one of the “cats in
the bay”. She was amazed to find out her new friend Ted from Stet, was also my friend. We chatted on
her dock about the area, community and local history until it got so dark we couldn’t see each other, and
it ended with an offer that if I needed anything just let her know. As I have said so many times…for me,
cruising is not about the sailing…it is all about the people and places along the way.
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 Some of the many distinctive and evolving Architectural styles of the U.S. Capital.

The US capital, and more specifically the famous Smithsonian Institutions, have long been near the top of
my bucket list. However, clearly a one day tour was never going to cover it all. At best it will provide lots
of incentive to return in the future to see more. Well, my short 12 hour visit did not disappoint me! From
the moment I stepped into Union Station’s Grand Hall, the experience is incredible. Magnificent
buildings on a grand scale set in rolling hills and along grand avenues greet you. Ornate lamp posts and
huge Oak and Hemlock trees provide a soft transition to monolithic, yet beautifully ordained white
marble buildings. A stroll along the Mall from the Capitol Building to the Lincoln Memorial takes you
past massive buildings housing the Smithsonian’s collections. As the Smithsonian Institution expanded
over the past 173 years, each building acquired its own unique style, reflecting the ever evolving
creativity of architectural design. Multiple gardens, sculpture parks and memorials create beautiful areas
to explore, or find a place to relax. At over 4 kilometers long, the Mall has large expanses of grass and
treed spaces that provide separation between the massive monuments and memorials, giving each a
unique setting and powerful presence.
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 Three of the many war memorials on the Mall between the Washington Monument and the Lincoln
Memorial. Each was thought provoking and distinctive –these are the WWII, Korean War and Vietnam
War memorials.

The war memorials are sobering and at the same time a beautiful blend of architecture, art and message.
The evolution of the styles of the memorials is also interesting. They form a transition from bronze
statues of celebrated leaders, and brave soldiers – enduring horrible conditions with grim faces as they
solder on – to the moving, black-polished granite wall of the Vietnam War Memorial. In the end, maybe
the most sobering realization was the simple fact that the Mall is huge and there remains plenty of green
space waiting to be occupied. Clearly the world has not yet learned from our past, and undoubtedly there
will be many more memorials added in the future.
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 I really enjoy public art and there are many sculpture gardens and individual works on display. One
could easily spend several days just exploring all the nooks and crannies along the Mall.

It takes many hours to stroll the length of the Mall. It could be done much faster on rentable e-scooters,
but the experience would be rushed. There was only time left for one or two museums, and so the Air and
Space Museum, and Native Americans Museums were selected. Both are filled with interesting displays.
In the Air and Space Museum, one of the best exhibits was dedicated to the Wright Brothers. These were
two very inventive guys. The collection of stuff they invented – to invent their airplane – were almost as
amazing as the plane itself. Coming from my own experience and enjoyment of gliding (soaring), the
physics and theory of flight seems pretty straight forward. However, things are always so clear with the
benefit of hindsight. Unraveling the mysteries of lift, balance, lateral and vertical control – plus how to
create thrust and control it, were all incredible feats of scientific observation, invention and engineering
skill – with the humble bicycle playing a key supporting role!
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 The Wright Brothers display and the Evolution of Navigation display at the Air and Space Museum were
particularly interesting. The bicycle in the photo was used to test foil shapes to maximize lift and
propulsion on the famous Wright Brothers airplane. The evolution of measuring “Time” –  is the essential
dimension of all modern navigation systems.

There was also a great exhibit on how global navigation evolved. I spent over an hour engaged in learning
how navigational challenges of early explorers were slowly overcome. Persistence and huge financial
rewards finally lead to the development of a clock precise enough to allow for early navigators to
determine their position accurately to within 0.5 of a degree (30 nautical miles, or within 182,283 ft).
Today we enjoy GPS positioning in an instant from an iPhone that is accurate to within 15 feet, or 12,219
times more precise! It is so accurate and easy to use, that I use an app on my iPhone as my anchor watch;
it is far more effective than the chart plotter when I am in a deep sleep at 0300h! Just imagine sailing the
poorly charted waters of the world, knowing the most accurate position you could define was somewhere
within 30 nautical miles. Yet, that was a huge accomplishment and major advancement in maritime
navigation and it wasn’t very long ago!
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 The beautiful flowing curves of the Native Americans Museum, and just a few of the huge collection of
exhibits on display.

Fortunately, one half of the Air and Space Museum was closed, or I would not have had any time for the
Native Americans Museum. As with many good museums, the architecture of the building (both inside
and out), was as interesting as the exhibits. The elegant curves of the sandstone walls, with overhangs and
cascading waterfalls, is a work of art in itself and simply draws you in. The interior is even more stunning
and contains many more exhibits than I had time to view. One of the most thought provoking was a large
room filled with examples of how native culture and heritage is found throughout our contemporary
North American culture today. From names of places and slang, such as the naming of motorcycles or
Tomahawk cruise missiles and sports teams – the many distinct Native American cultures are very much
a part of our daily North American lives. I am looking forward to seeing much more of that museum on
my next visit to Washington.

The day visit to Washington DC far exceeded my hopes and expectations. If you ever get the chance, try
to set aside a week to explore this amazing city. It was a long day with many miles of wearing down the
soles of my hiking sandals – clearly the first day of my next adventure was far more than a single step!
There was so much to do and see, it was like taking a drink from the out flow of the Hoover Dam, but
what a great way to mark the end of Oh!’s summer haul out… and the start of Oh!’s next adventure.
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The time had come to start moving south. Oh!’s next Caribbean and Atlantic circuit officially began on
November 5, as the anchor was pulled from the mud of shallow Galloway Creek. For the next six weeks 
Oh! will be voyaging south toward the warm weather and crystal clear waters of the Caribbean. I am
looking forward to welcoming guests aboard Oh! and sharing that adventure!

About The Author

Rod Morris

Oh! - 2006 Robertson and Caine Leopard 40’ Catamaran

Rod has been sailing Oh! throughout the eastern Caribbean for the past three seasons offering people the
chance to ”Sample the Cruising Lifestyle” and is currently completing an Atlantic Circuit. He has
enjoyed 8 Caribbean passages and 3 Atlantic Passages (including 1 solo) over the past 10 years. Rod is a
Professional Geologist, Gliderpilot and RYA Yachtmaster (Offshore) and has been a member of BCA for
3 years. Diane is a Nurse Educator, who loves to travel, explore and enjoy the outdoors. You can follow
their travels on Instagram at sv_oh, or find out how you can join them through their website:
www.cloudstocoral.com. They can be reached at info@cloudstocoral.com. 

_______________________________________________
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Southward Bound: One Couple's Experience

https://currents.bluewatercruising.org/articles/southward-bound-one-couples-experience/

It’s the first of September and after a summer spent cruising Alaska, Haida Gwaii and the west coast of
Vancouver Island, it’s time to head south while the winds are favorable. We’re anchored in Bamfield, a
great little anchorage near the enchanting cruising waters of Barkley Sound, where we’ve spent the last
week exploring the Broken Islands Group. Following a final provisioning run into Bamfield, we’re
heading south tomorrow as the perfect high-pressure system is promising us great winds and favorable
weather. That said, now comes the tough part. How far offshore should we go? What’s the optimum
route to take? How do we manage weather downloads to calculate a safe route? How does a couple
manage a non-stop trip to San Francisco? How will our trusty Devon Rexes manage an extended offshore
voyage?

That last evening in Bamfield, the most immediate unknown for us was whether we would be required to
enter a port in Washington State to clear customs. Both of us are NEXUS holders and already had our US
Cruising permit, obtained in Ketchikan earlier in the summer. That said, we’ve found that there are no
clear-cut guidelines on when you must physically detour for a customs check, so our first leg would be
left to the Border Services to decide.

We arose early after sunrise and after waiting out a bit of fog in the harbor to lessen the stress of dodging
the very active sport fishing fleet, we headed out at 0700h. We were immediately greeted with a calm sea
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and light winds, so we proceeded to sail slowly around the point and headed out to cross the Strait of Juan
de Fuca. Once we reached US waters, a quick call to Customs gave us the surprising but welcome news
that we were clear to enter the US and no port visit was required. This freed us up to head south!

As we continued across the entrance to the Strait, we passed through the busy ship lanes. It was at this
point that we received a surprise hale on the VHF from a fellow sailor asking for a wind report, as they
were becalmed further east in the Strait. It turns out that we had the pleasure of chatting on the VHF with
Jeanne Socrates aboard Nereida, as she prepared to complete her record-setting solo circumnavigation,
arriving in Victoria. With a wish for “fair winds” from one of the greatest sailors to grace our BC shores,
we set off on our own journey. After several hours of light breeze, the winds finally picked up, building to
20 knots plus out of the northwest. Pushed along by these winds, we set our sails for a broad reach and
headed off for real.

As our first afternoon passed, we downloaded the first of many offshore forecasts, using PredictWind
Offshore and our Iridium Go. We then loaded the downloaded GRIBs to run a variety of optimized
weather routes in Expedition and compared these with the simpler PredictWind routes.

While adding more cost and complexity to our onboard systems, we prefer to use Expedition and
PredictWind to provide us flexibility as well as a backup solution. In addition, we run C-Map charts on
the Expedition laptop, giving us redundancy for our Navionics charting solution that we utilize on the
main Raymarine instrument suite. Both solutions suggested better winds 50 to 100 nautical miles offshore
and we set our first evening’s course accordingly.

As the sun set, we enjoyed one of our pre-cooked meal of pasta in the cockpit and then started our first of
several attempts at a watch schedule. As a couple we realize it’s critical that we remain well rested and
sharp over the course of a longer voyage. To this end we’ve settled upon one of two tactics. Our primary
schedule is 3 hours on and 3 hours off. This tends to work well with both our sleep patterns. In some
cases, though, if one of us is wired/awake, we then extend that person’s watch and allow the other to
sleep. In all cases though, a quick shout below gets the other on deck as needed for any changes requiring
someone to go on deck. We also utilize jack lines and tethers on deck and when the seas run rough, in the
cockpit as well. Safety first.
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 Beautiful sunsets at sea.

Offshore, below decks quickly becomes the domain of our two Devon Rexes, Sam and Dean. Raised
since birth as sailing cats, these two have mastered the sailors lean, and take well to offshore voyages,
though for safety they’re confined below when sailing. That’s perfectly fine with them, as they run the
boat and only when the seas are at their roughest do they hunker down. At this point, they spend their
time on the large stern bed, safely surrounded by the blankets. They only leave their bunk to eat and for
quick litter box runs. Then it’s back to bed where they wait for the off watch member of their human
crew to come snuggle them for a three hour nap. We can’t say enough about how nice it is to have a
snuggle during a snarky sail. When we’ve reached our anchorage, they’re up with free run of the boat
and their own boarding ladder configuration for those occasional swims they take.

As our first night passed, we found ourselves dodging the first of hundreds if not thousands of fishing
boats. Small boats closer to shore followed by large floating light shows farther offshore. Many of the
larger fishing boats have incredibly bright lights on deck for their crew and one must wonder if they can
see anything at all beyond the lights. As virtually none of these have AIS, if you do need to hail them
regarding a course issue, good luck. Not knowing their name you resort to hailing “the fishing vessel off
our port bow at xx.xxN and xx.xxW”, which is usually a waste of time as we received no responses. Our
strategy quickly evolved into getting farther offshore to avoid these floating fish processing plants and at
the 30-mile mark we left them glowing on the eastern horizon. By dawn we reached what we felt should
be our maximum offshore range of 100 miles and tacked back in toward land as the winds continued to
push us southward.
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Ranging between 30 and 75 miles, we tacked and gybed our way down the west coast of Washington,
Oregon and Northern California. Averaging 125 nautical miles a day, we sailed with a mindset of 80%,
meaning that while we always want to sail well, we’re not in a hurry and if we can attain 80% of our
boat’s performance, we’re happy. This meant often sailing at the most comfortable point of sail while
one of us was sleeping, rather than at the fastest. It also meant we reefed the main before dark and tended
to leave the whisker pole stowed at night. Anything to keep on-deck visits to a minimum in the dark.

The next five days passed quickly, as we enjoyed amazing sunsets and always welcome sunrises. We also
found that temperatures rose quickly as we headed south and for the time in months, we felt warm while
in the cockpit. During this time, we sailed virtually alone with only a few visual sightings of other
cruisers, though on the innermost points we would see others nearer to shore on AIS. We would be remiss
though, not to mention an odd nighttime encounter with a large northbound freighter 30 miles off the
Oregon coast. While this 800 ft ship was fully visible on AIS and radar, they were running virtually
blacked out and even though we passed them within 2 nautical miles on a clear night, they were almost
invisible in the dark, with virtually no lighting.  If not for AIS and radar, I doubt we would have seen
them!

 Docked in Bodega Bay, Sonoma.

Finally, our destination of Bodega Bay came into focus just a hundred miles ahead and we angled in for
landfall. At this time, we started to cross paths with several other cruisers and the VHF helped us all sort
out our intersecting paths, as our last night came to a close. As the sun rose, we made our entrance into
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Bodega Bay. This scenic yet sleepy town in Sonoma county allowed us to take on fuel, reprovision and
sample a few of Sonoma’s finest. This lovely spot is one of the last quiet and well protected harbours to
be found on the southbound journey and it allowed us to catch our breath and celebrate a safe passage
before making our final sail under the Golden Gate and into the frenetic pace of San Francisco Bay.

About The Author

Kevin and Carla Nash

Gargoyle - Beneteau Oceanis 50

Kevin and Carla Nash are currently cruising the waters of Southern California and he Channel Islands on
their way to Panama aboard their Beneteau Oceanis 50, Gargoyle. They’re supported by their trusty
Devon Rexes, Sam and Dean. Follow their continuing adventures on Instagram at sv_gargoyle or on
Facebook at sv_gargoyle.

_______________________________________________
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Cruising the Red Sea: Coast of Eritrea, Sudan and Egypt

https://currents.bluewatercruising.org/articles/cruising-the-red-sea-coast-of-eritrea-sudan-and-egypt/

In the last article from Memories of a Circumnavigation, Hugh and Heather went through pirate territory
as they entered the Red Sea. This segment of their world cruise sees them completing their transit through
the Red Sea and entering the Mediterranean Sea.

Lets continue to follow the adventures of Argonauta I, from when they began their journey in 1997 in the
Caribbean, until the completion of the circumnavigation in 2006, when they crossed their 1997 outbound
Caribbean track.

Having run the gauntlet of piracy, we headed to an African country unfamiliar to us.  Eritrea had recently
gained independence from Ethiopia after a civil war. The port was littered with wrecks, the shoreline with
bombed out buildings. Martyrs of the recent war were prominently displayed on posters. It was
interesting to see many women portrayed. Clearly, this African country showed equal parity between
sexes when it came to fighting a war!
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We enjoyed the town of Massawa. Wide dusty streets and winding alleys revealed architecture dating
back to the years of Italian colonization and earlier. There was active street life and many tiny rabbit
warrens of shops. Women at little tables were selling a few humble wares: six eggs, a package of
cigarettes, a few tomatoes. The people are beautiful; dark, slim, tall with fine features. There is a mix of
Christian and Muslim and we saw western dress, veils as well as full purdah.  Massawa came alive in the
evening. There were many outdoor restaurants with really excellent, inexpensive food and local beer. The
version of pita (empanada, arepa, schwarma) is a kind of crumpet, now available in Eritrean and
Ethiopian restaurants in Ottawa! At sundown, the National Anthem was played over speakers in the main
square and cruisers all stood in respect before getting back to drinks and dinner.

We traveled to the capital city of Asmara on a public bus. The passengers alone made the trip fascinating.
There were tribesmen in colourful turbans, their women in brilliant robes and camel herders in flowing
white. The four-hour trip was an adventure. First we crossed the desert where camels roamed and nibbled
on the sparse vegetation. The area west of Massawa was littered with burned out tanks. Slowly we began
to climb. At 2,325 metres elevation, Asmara is said to be the sixth highest capital in the world. In contrast
to the tropical humidity on the coast, we had flashbacks to Ontario on a perfect day in May: brilliant
sunlight; cool temperatures, and glorious jacarandas robed in purple blossoms!

 Asmara and a beautiful jacaranda tree.
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Much to our relief, Argonauta I remained in good technical order. Re?provisioned and refueled, we
continued north to Sudan. Statistically, April has the lowest incidence of northerlies, about 47% of the
time, May 57%. Most of the 281 NM from Massawa to Suakin, Sudan we were able to sail in easterly or
north easterly winds.

 Red Sea passage.

The Sudanese coast is wild and beautiful. At the time, the government had beached all the fishing boats
and coastal vessels to prevent smuggling and illegal emigration. Thus, yachts encountered little local
traffic. At one anchorage, we watched camels browsing behind the beach.  At another, we overlooked a
shallow lagoon full of flamingos with a coral garden short of the fringing reef. Snorkeling among the
coral formations was the best since Australia.
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 Old Suakin

We checked into Sudan at Suakin. The port, though secondary to Port Sudan to the north, is the main
departure point for Muslim pilgrims heading for Mecca. The ferry goes to the Saudi port of Jeddah some
260 NM across the Red Sea.  The channel to the anchorage is striking as it skirts the edge of Old Suakin. 
The deserted ruins, crumbling coral walls silhouetted against the setting sun, are a dramatic backdrop for
sundowners.  The town had no electricity, running water or sewage disposal. There were few cars and
most transport was by donkey cart or camel.  We refueled, had laundry done and bought fresh veggies. 
Bedouins from the nearby countryside come into town on their camels. In the market, we wandered by
the animals sitting in the sun awaiting their riders. At times we had to watch out behind us for camel
riders. Squeaking saddles was the only warning.  Mohammed, our agent, tall and dressed in flowing white
robes, arranged a tour of the local area. We were invited to coffee by a charming local who took us to his
home. Like the surrounding dwellings, it had been constructed of a few boards, blankets and slabs of
cardboard. There was a Canadian flag on the roof, gift of another visitor! The owners offered their simple
hospitality with pride and dignity. Heather was taken inside the single room and seated upon one of two
beds.
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 Suakin home visit

A beautiful young woman was kneeling before a charcoal brazier preparing coffee. This ceremony is a
long ritual involving a flagon, tiny cups and steaming water. Sometimes green beans are roasted in front
of you and ground. Incense is sprinkled on the brazier just before serving. Guests are expected to accept
three tiny cups for luck. There were two small children dressed in western clothing; the mother wore a
bright red printed robe. She interrupted her preparations to untie a faded scarf from the edge of a bed and
brought out a baby hitherto invisible. Although her face was semi?covered in the Muslim tradition, she
unselfconsciously placed the baby to her breast as she continued the coffee ritual.

                                   24 / 61



Currents
The Official Magazine of the Bluewater Cruising Association

 Sudanese mother and child.

Our driver took us into the desert where we visited a Bedouin encampment. Tents are richly decorated
and the ladies all wear long flowing robes. The men wear kaftan-like gear and many are armed with long
swords.  All were interested in our presence and eager to communicate. We were not so welcome at a
wedding, which our guide ill-advisedly dropped in on. We quickly got that ‘no-no’ feeling and made a
hasty departure, not before David received a push from one of the guests!
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 David with Bedouins near Suakin.

Our passage up the Red Sea will forever be coloured by a tragic incident. One morning we heard on the
daily HF net that there had been a fatality. When we realized that the deceased was a young man of thirty-
one, we were truly shocked. We had met him and his lovely wife a week earlier. She was newly pregnant,
they were sailing from New Zealand to the UK. He had a sudden heart attack and died in an anchorage,
despite the efforts of fellow cruisers to save him. It happened in remote Marsa Wasi, off the coast of
northern Sudan. The logistics of taking care of formalities across the desert, far from civilization, were
formidable. The yachty community rallied in a way that would melt your heart. As well, total strangers,
such as dive company staff in Port Sudan, came forward. The Hilton Hotel offered the widow free
accommodation, while she awaited the autopsy and a flight to the UK. The event shook everyone. It is
one of the nightmares which we imagine: illness or accident in an isolated place.

North of Suakin, it was mostly motor sailing in northerly to north westerly winds. Often, these winds
were too strong for us to continue, so we had to run for cover to anchor in khors or marsas, sheltered
indentations on the coast. We crossed the Tropic of Cancer and timed our overnight 160 NM dash across
infamous, reef ridden Foul Bay to coincide with a rare southerly wind. We actually sailed at hull speed,
winged out with the genoa poled to starboard.  We had our fingers crossed as had the wind changed
during the night to a 25 knot northerly, a frequent occurrence, we would have had nowhere to go. At 2000
hours, we thought the game was up as the wind switched over a ten minute period from southerly to
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northerly. Luck was with us. Fortunately it remained light, so we reconfigured sails and motor sailed all
night. It was not until we were three hours from our destination that the northerly began to strengthen. We
had a rough and slow final three hours, but we made it to Ras Baniyas in Egypt. The following day, the
wind was blowing 25K plus.

Wind will be the memorable word for the Red Sea. Twice we had been forced to change our destination
due to un-forecast strong northerly winds. Seas build quickly and waves are steep and close together.
Once we were caught at night and had to bounce around until first light before we could make our way
through a reef strewn coast to a safe anchorage. Now past Foul Bay, day sailing was possible as there
were many anchorages, so we hoped to avoid further white knuckle overnighters.

Windbound yet again in a howling northerly at 27 50N/33 35.5E, anchored at Marsa Zetiya, a haven on
the west side of the Gulf of Suez, we were in oil country.  Egypt’s petroleum resources dominate the
area. The Gulf is dotted with offshore wells and drilling rigs. Navigation outside of the shipping lanes is
hazardous, especially at night, as there are many inactive unlighted oil wells scattered about. Day sailing
is the safer option. Crude oil collecting stations and drilling support sites were along both coasts. The
night sky was alight with methane gas flares. Stark brown hills surrounding our anchorage were devoid of
vegetation and a hot wind blew across the marsa, drying our skins. In short, this is an area to be left
quickly behind. We could not! Prevailing strong north westerly winds forced us to hunker down.

In the previous 23 days we had progressed only 270 NM. We had spent seven days in a dusty, partially
built marina named Port Ghalib, unable to move and now another four days at Marsa Zetiya. We began to
run low on provisions, so we got in the dinghy and Heather traded a bottle of Scotch for groceries with
another yacht. Earlier we had bargained unsuccessfully with one group of fisher folk, who took their
catch away, disdaining our tea, Tang and sugar. A following boat parted with a large squid in exchange
for USD $8 and a pack of cigarettes. Heather made the Mother of all chowders and announced that with
daily additions of rice and potato puree, it could last forever. David was afraid she was right and began
plotting ways of swimming to Suez.
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 The $8.00 squid.

In a lull early one morning, five yachts departed. We began to move too, but before we could get going,
three yachts returned. The two which continued found themselves beating against a 30K wind blowing
directly down track. We awaited a weaker wind pattern forecast within the next few days. By now we
were gun shy. Too often we had been caught by a wind shift and been forced to motor into huge seas
spaced less than a boat length apart. Without doubt the northern part of the Red Sea was the worst
passage in our books. Motor sailing 30 degrees off the wind, tacking back and forth, often on the point of
running for cover.  Engine hours were mounting.  Argonauta I was not happy. Reddish dust had
permeated all exterior fabrics and lines. Deck and rigging were covered with a mixture of salt and dust.
We washed the dust off flat surfaces but they were covered again within a day.
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 Port Suez. Bimini covered in red dust.

Finally, May 14, 2003, we checked in at Port Suez and then with an Egyptian pilot, traversed the Suez
Canal midway to the Ismailia Yacht Club. Next day we washed the boat from mast head to deck. Red
mud ran off in rivers.  Salt encrusted lines became supple again and Argonauta I  basked in the sun as her
sails dried, just as a cormorant dries its wings. The last 200 NM of the Red Sea takes its toll of most
cruisers as well as many yachts. We were fortunate. As a crew, we had no serious difficulty other than
fatigue both mental and physical. Argonauta I stood the strain of the passage without developing any
serious problem. Those yachts with technical issues resolved them successfully, relying on ingenuity,
local help and Fedex/DHL. Pollux, whose young skipper died tragically in Marsa Wasi, was ferried to
Cyprus by a crew made up of the yachty fleet. Perhaps the absolute highlight of our Red Sea passage was
being a part of such a strong, dynamic, traveling community. Many of the yachts had come together for
the first time; many of the crews became firm friends. Camaraderie, much of it developed over the HF
radio with reinforcement at a variety of anchorages, was a major support.

A Few Statistics

Bab el?Mandeb to Port Said is about 1305 NM. We passed Bab el?Mandeb, which marks the southern
entrance to the Red Sea on March 19, 2003. On May 29, we arrived at Port Said at the entrance to the
Mediterranean. Of the 73 days enroute, we spent a minimum of 20 days wind bound and another 14 days
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traveling inland. The remaining 39 days were spent either underway or at anchor. The distance we
actually covered was 1383 NM, the GPS measurement of our rhumb lines. We either motored or motor
sailed 236 hours. We made some good distance under sail, but once we neared the northern part of the
Red Sea, it was almost all motor sailing.

Our passage through the Suez Canal from Port Suez to Ismailia went without incident. Essentially the
Canal is a long narrow ditch through the desert, with no locks. A few brackish lakes, such as The Great
Bitter Lake, are situated south of Ismailia. North to Port Said, the ditch is unbroken. It is roughly 85 NM
from Port Suez to Port Said.  The Canal forms the boundary between the Sinai Peninsula and the
Continent of Africa. Ismailia, on Lake Timsah, is midway and a normal stopping point for yachts doing a
daylight transit.  Our section-one and section-two pilots were pleasant people to have on board. Both
enjoyed steering, so we sat there and enjoyed the ride. We followed convention in offering gifts and
experienced no difficulty. Most other yachts had a similar experience.  Only those who had difficulty with
the custom of baksheesh ran into problems.  Culture shock manifests itself in many ways. The baksheesh
thing is particularly difficult for some cruisers. Not for us! We had a supply of tax-free cigarettes bought
in Australia especially for the Canal.

 Our canal pilot.

At the secure, comfortable Ismailia Yacht Club, we left the yacht, bused to Cairo and traveled by train
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southbound along the Nile to Aswan. Visiting antiquities as part of a Nile Cruise, we went northbound
again as far as Luxor. Some highlights: Tutankhamun’s tomb in The Valley of the Kings, and The
Temple of Queen Hatshepsut, site of a 1997 tourist massacre.  We also visited The Temple of Philae,
rescued from the rising waters of the Nile upon completion of the Aswan High Dam in 1970. At Luxor,
we took the train back to Cairo, this time visiting the Pyramids and Sphinx at nearby Giza. With Gulf
War Two raging, tourist presence was limited, which meant we had most of the sites to ourselves.

 Sundowners.

We arrived back in Ismailia and early on May 29, collected our pilot and headed up the Suez Canal. It
was one day of motoring to Port Fouad just across from Port Said. This was our last night in Egypt. On
May 30, 2003 we entered the Mediterranean and set course for Ashkelon, Israel, just eight miles north of
the Gaza Strip. We were to spend the next two seasons sailing westbound through the Mediterranean,
eventually reaching Gibraltar before entering the Atlantic, the third ocean of our circumnavigation.

If you are interested in the current security outlook, routing and other advice for a Red Sea/Gulf of Aden
passage, Noonsite offers lots of information.

About The Author

Hugh & Heather Bacon
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Argonauta I - Beneteau 440

Hugh and Heather left the Caribbean Island of Tortola in 1997. Their route took them through the
Caribbean to Panama. They transited the Canal in May 1999 and once in the Pacific, they explored the
Galapagos and many South Pacific Island Groups enroute to Australia. September 2002, they departed
Australia sailing North of Africa, first through South East Asia and then the Indian Ocean and up the Red
Sea to The Med.. In 2004 they continued to Southern France. Next year they went on to Gibraltar,
Morocco and the many Atlantic Islands. In January 2006 they departed the Cape Verde Islands and
completed their circumnavigation off Grenada later that month. Two more years in the Caribbean brought
them once again to the Panama Canal and in 2008, Argonauta I arrived in Sidney BC. 

_______________________________________________
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Saying Goodbye Is Hard To Do

https://currents.bluewatercruising.org/articles/saying-goodbye-is-hard-to-do/

Don’t take your love away from me

Don’t you leave my heart in misery

If you go then I’ll be blue

[Saying goodbye] is hard to do.

That’s just how I felt on September 1, 2019 as I watched my husband and co-skipper, Bill Norrie, sail
away in Pixie, our BCC 28, from the dock at Port Renfrew B.C. … without me!

Our first circumnavigation began 8 years ago from Bamfield, B.C. and that time, I was aboard with Bill
on our PSC Crealock 37, Terrwyn.  Having two skippers is considered a short-handed crew, but of
course, we also had Monti (our Monitor Wind Vane) who was our third crew member. We completed that
circumnavigation in June 2016, and I think that was when the seed of a second circumnavigation was
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planted in Bill’s mind.

Bill has spent the last two years planning and preparing for this epic journey.  Now that is enough content
for another very long article! I decided not to go this time for a couple of reasons; one of the most
important was the birth of our first grandchild, John, last February.  At three months early, he and his
parents have had quite a stressful time.  I hope I will be able to help alleviate some of the stress.

The Bon Voyage party for Bill and Pixie was held on Saturday, August 31 at the Royal Victoria Yacht
Club.  Many friends and family were there to help send Bill off in grand style.

 BCA
members: the Calgary chapter contingent.

One of those people was Karen Sullivan, who sailed across the Strait from Port Townsend in their
beautiful boat Raven. The following are some words and photos from Karen:

Adieu for Now to a Great Sailor

In late August, Raven crossed the Strait to Canada, to anchor in Cadboro Bay, about four miles east of
Victoria’s Inner Harbour. The Royal Victoria Yacht Club is there, and our friends Cathy and Bill Norrie,
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who are members, have a Bristol Channel Cutter named Pixie, that is so beautiful and seaworthy that just
one look at it will roll your socks up and down.

 Skipper Bill supervising the warp in his going away outfit.

I was also amazed to see that Lin and Larry Pardey had given their Cape Horn charts to Bill, and as we
gazed at them in Pixie‘s cabin, Larry’s precise navigation marks showed the track they had made, the
one we’ve all read about. It was wonderful to see.

Bill and Cathy had already circumnavigated aboard their Pacific Seacraft 37, Terrwyn, back around the
same time we were sailing our Dana 24, Sockdolager, to New Zealand. So it’s not like Bill doesn’t know
what he’s in for. His dream is to sail around the world mostly nonstop, and on Monday, September 2, he
left Canada for Hobart, Tasmania, nonstop via Cape Horn, where the Atlantic, Pacific and Southern
Oceans collide. After rounding Cape Horn, he may stop at South Georgia Island. From there he’ll go past
the Cape of Good Hope and Cape Leeuwin. You can see where he is and follow his mini-blog at 
Pixiesails, or you can search for PixieSails on Facebook.
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 Bill sailing Pixie down the lane.

He could hardly wait to get offshore and be out at sea, solo. He loves it out there. His planning,
preparation, knowledge and skills are second to none. It’s 7,900 miles to Cape Horn. He’ll be
approaching it in late November or early December. So Bill, we wish you the fairest of winds, and low
seas, and strong hands for hanging on, and clear eyes for seeing your way to a safe return in a year or so.
Cathy will be waiting for you, surrounded by her many friends and family.

As Bill cast off his lines with the help of his many friends, he set sail and did a swoop past the docks full
of cheering well-wishers. Aboard Raven, we took Cathy out several miles to accompany Bill on this
beginning. As Pixie sailed close alongside Raven, she was breathtaking in her sheer exuberant beauty,
heeling slightly, wavelets splashing across her chainplates, with the promise of much more splashing to
come.
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 Karen and Pixie.

Bill looked ecstatic and Cathy was, as you might expect, a mix of emotion, mostly happy for Bill, but also
full of concern for his safety. She’s one brave woman. And he’s a chaser of dreams who loves the sea,
and sailing, and living life to its fullest, more than almost anyone we know.

Voyage Update

Update of Bill’s voyage as of Monday, September 23, 2019: Bill is currently at 014° 20.744N, 118°
41.848W / Course: 159° @ 4.4 knots. Here is a message (unedited) he wrote at midnight the night before:

“117W to go before getting out of this no problem may need to and in fact I expect as much. Tony Gooch
crossed Equator at 117  so we are keeping good company.

Middle of night to give this time of day some added pleasure and not to dread it even made myself a cup
of Campbells tomato soup.

Had to rescue M2 [our 2nd Monitor wind vane – our 1st one is still on our previous boat, Terrwyn] as
wind died and now back up and flying albeit virtually SOUTH 160M , then checked gribs and this is OK
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Was lucky all day breeze held 12K NE and here we are at 14:42N  and 118:45W  good enough  still
bucking Southern Equatorial current of ~.6 K and water temp up to 30.2  Unbelievable! Never seen it that
hot. Hurricanes need temp 30 to have energy to go all bad. So glad I’m out away from that disaster
setup.

Going to be OK the next 2-3 days could be tough with dead air patches but must just plow along  SE
gribbs don’t show local thunderhead breeze and they are everywhere.  So dark  in daylight. Truly gloomy
and muggy and I refuse to admit it but  shuuuuuu…. trying to be depressing, will not let it be so.”

If you would like to follow Bill’s progress you can go to the Blog Tracker at https://my.yb.tl/Pixiesails. It
shows his track and any comments both he and his land crew post for him. I will try to write a regular
report regarding Bill’s progress.

About The Author

Cathy Norrie

Terrwyn - Pacific Seacraft Crealock 37

Cathy Norrie and her co-skipper and husband, Bill Norrie completed their circumnavigation in their
Pacific Seacraft Crealock 37 sailboat Terrwyn in June 2016. Since then she has become the Vice
Commodore of the BCA Calgary Chapter and both she and Bill have been sailing their new (to them)
boat Pixie, a 28 ft. BCC, in the Salish Sea. 

_______________________________________________
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About the Just Water Charity

https://currents.bluewatercruising.org/articles/about-the-just-water-charity/

Over the last couple of years, at the October Club Nights in Vancouver, Rob Murray and a few other
visiting cruisers currently stationed in El Salvador, have passed a hat to collect donations to support the
‘Just Water‘ charity and the work that they do in Isla Cordoncillo, El Salvador.

About ‘Just Water‘

 

Bill and Jean, who started the ‘Just Water‘ Charity, wrote the following to explain what they do with the
money they have received from BCA, in light of the last two years of donations (approximately $1,500.00
CAD ):

In 2012 we felt that the “Cruisers Rally to El Salvador” needed a social responsibility component, so we
started our project named “Just Water”.  Initially our goal was to help the 68 or so families on Isla
Cordoncillo obtain fresh water.  The Island has never had fresh water (or any other services for that

                                   39 / 61



Currents
The Official Magazine of the Bluewater Cruising Association

matter).  Any water they needed was transported from across the estuary by boat.  There were some rustic
attempts at catching water during the rainy season, but most lacked storage facilities.  Even then, the
water was suspect and there were numerous accounts of people getting sick from lack of clean water.

Our first project was to provide each family with a ceramic water filter system. A short time later, we
built a 2,000 liter cistern to collect rain water for each family.  Over the years, our goals have changed
after realizing that we could only do so much.  Finding wells and running pipes from across the estuary
were government-size projects and well beyond our abilities.  We expanded our goals to include helping
raise the standard of living on the Island.  We worked with the U.S. Embassy, Israeli Chamber of
Commerce, Salvador Rotary, and local Salvadorians who were interested in helping us.  Some other
projects that we completed were providing eco stoves, a second round of water filters, a mosquito
abatement program, rebuilding of the Island seawall, and Island clean up crews.

 Rebuilding the seawall.

We are the first responders during emergencies, providing the only basic medical care on the Island. 
During a flood in 2015, caused by a broken seawall, everyone lost or ruined all their possessions.  We,
along with some other helpful expats, fed the families three meals per day for three days, distributed
clothing and mattresses, and gave each family emergency food packs.
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 Feeding people during the 2015 flood.

Our on-going mosquito abatement project, which began in 2015, has eliminated the dangerous tiger
mosquito from the Island.  The commercial machine was donated by a cruiser and we do the maintenance
and buy the needed chemicals.  No mosquito born diseases have been reported since the beginning of the
project.

Although we have a policy that says all our projects have to include the entire Island, we have made
exceptions.  Even among the poor there are people who are almost desperate.  Single mothers, single old
men and women, disabled, and people who have almost no income.  We periodically provide them with
food packets or other items they may need.  We work with the local ADESCO, a sort of de-facto Island
government, to identify those in need.

Our personal story is not much.  We retired on this Island after almost 15 years of cruising and dedicated
part of our lives to helping our neighbors.  We spend our days charging cell phones, patching soccer balls,
fixing cuts and scrapes, loaning tools, and making endless copies for people on our printer.  We try to
help whenever we can.  Anyone in our situation would do the same thing.

Testimonials

Here are some testimonies from BCA cruisers who have witnessed first hand the work that the Just Water
charity is doing:

                                   41 / 61



Currents
The Official Magazine of the Bluewater Cruising Association

From the crew on Avant:

“Having seen first hand the work Bill and Jean do on the isla, we were moved to start passing the hat last
year when a tropical storm dumped over six inches of rain on the village overnight, causing flooding,
while at the same time preventing the fishermen from going out to fish, cutting off their income. We knew
that Bill and Jean would help them bridge the gap in income and recover from the flooding.

The standard of living is very poor here – there is no water or possibility of wells for water, no electricity,
no roads or road access, and villagers cook over wood fires. Homes are simple stick construction with
galvanized panels for walls and roofs, with dirt floors. Seeing the villagers travel by paddling their
Cayuga (dugout canoe) to take their children to school and fetch water from the mainland showed us how
fortunate we are and how lucky we are to be able to help.”

From the crew on Anduril:

“Jean and Bill’s work on isla Cordoncillo is the best kind of charity organization because it is both
embedded and direct: they live on the island and see daily what are the most pressing needs, they can act
instantly to those needs and they have no overheads, so their spending is 100% efficient. Not to mention
they are super fun to be around.”

From the crew on Illusion:

“Bill and Jean’s work on Cordoncillo Island is very broad, but particularly important regarding safe
drinking water. They understand that the long-term success of projects requires a need for ownership –
and most of their projects are structured that way. There is so little money on the island, that most
solutions involve group efforts to build, distribute or install projects. Even when they offer a bit of food to
the desperately hungry, it’s done in an almost casual way, as if they have an extra bag of beans, flour,
coffee. They seem to find a natural balance of directing self-improvement in living standards and
contributing in a significant way.

The island is an amazing place, they embraced our 4 year old son, offering him to attend their small
school. We tried to return their warmth and openness by helping Bill & Jean with the various projects on
the island and bringing cruisers to watch/participate in their Wed afternoon soccer practices. So, of the
12 months that we’ve lived on our boat in the estuary, the last 6 months living next to, and partly
integrating with, the island have been the most satisfying of all the places we’ve traveled.

The “Just Water” charity that Bill and Jean have created is well worth supporting. Cordoncillo Island is
such a small part of the world, but it is a needy place with a worthy, reliable charity. I’ve seen how they
fund things, and I trust them; we regularly send money to support their work.”

 

About The Author
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Rob Murray

Avant - Beneteau First 435 Sloop

Rob Murray and Debra Zhou are doers currently in El Salvador, Central America. 

_______________________________________________
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Finding Fiji: Highlights of Harlequin’s Cruise 2019 - Part II

https://currents.bluewatercruising.org/articles/finding-fiji-highlights-of-harlequins-cruise-2019-part-ii/

Harlequin left Sidney, BC in August 2016 and has since cruised Mexico’s Pacific Coast, French
Polynesia, Suwarrow, American Samoa, Tonga and New Zealand. From May to October they were in
Fiji. Part I of their story told their adventures as they explored Suva, Kadavo, Beqa, Nadi, the Yasawas,
Makugai, Savusavu and Viani Bay, where they learned about some great conservation initiatives being
speerheaded by local diving companies. As we follow their adventures in Part II of their story, Lisa
continues to share the highlights of this beautiful island nation.

Rabi

Moving north to Rabi, we ventured down to the pass south of Katherine Bay to look for mantas. The
water was choppy and there was also quite a strong current, so Henk manned the dinghy while we
dropped in to snorkel with the giants. Between 3 and 4 meters across, the majestic mantas glide
effortlessly in the current and do loopdeloops to maximise their feeding. We also spent a few days at
Albert Cove on the northwest tip of Rabi. Snorkeling was good here, and there is a gorgeous white sand

                                   44 / 61



Currents
The Official Magazine of the Bluewater Cruising Association

beach. We failed to find the trail over to the other side of the island.

Weather Window to the Lau Group

We got a weather window, three days of calm weather, that allowed us to get southeast to Vanua Balavu
in the Northern Lau Group. This area of Fiji has only been open to cruisers for a decade and it still has an
aura of mystery and freshness for cruisers. We went via Qamea where there is an excellent anchorage. We
had a memorable day here, exploring the mangrove maze by kayak and sighting the elusive and endemic
orange fruit dove. Again the moon was full and we were gently serenaded by a small group of voices
drifting over the water to us from the village. We left Qamea at “oh-dark-thirty”, 0400h, motoring
through the dawn over a flat calm sea and reaching Dalicone at 1400h.

Vanua Balavu-Northern Lau

Dalicone village did a formal Sevusevu with about 10 crews. We were invited to donate to the current
village project, which is completing the road between the village and the school. Then there was a tour to
the school and village shop. I visited the school the next day and asked to go into the K or grade 1 class,
but instead I got the entire school, immediately, which was about 24 kids between 6 and 13. Great fun for
an hour! These kids can really sing and they learn rhythms fast.

 School’s out!

Anchoring in Ship Sound, or Bay of Islands as the Kiwis call it, we explored the maze of mushroom-
shaped limestone islets. There are several caves and a couple of bommies in shallow water, with the most
spectacular soft corals and sea fans we, as snorkelers not scuba divers, saw anywhere, ever.  We were
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able to look down over Ship Sound anchorage, when we hiked up from Mbavatu anchorage on the eastern
side of the island. Nice to get ashore and walk uphill through the tropical forest. Here, as elsewhere in
Fiji, I saw numerous collared kingfishers.

We carried on south, making stops at Long Bay, Mavana and Lomolomo. Mavana village is the
birthplace of Fiji’s former leader. It was interesting to hear the villagers’ views on Fijian politics. The
chief left his farm plot to come and welcome us with a Sevesevu ceremony. We were able to pick up
some staples at the store and some of the group stayed for lunch in the home of our guide, Tui. We
celebrated Geerts’s birthday with a BBQ on the beach.

 Barbecue on the beach.

Susui village at the southeast corner of Vanua Balavu lagoon was a really nice stop. Not only is it a good
anchorage, but the village is very welcoming. I took in a church service and found myself invited home
for lunch by Regina, the head teacher.  I spent most of the afternoon with her family and got a huge lunch
as well as a window into their life in this remote village. The village put on a feast complete with kava
and full Sevusevu ceremony and invited all the cruisers. This was my third time tasting kava and it still
tasted like Benzocaine in soapy dishwater. Some folks wax poetic about kava and we are told it is good
for relieving everything from anxiety to diabetes. This may be due to the fact that traditionally one cannot
go back to the kava bowl after eating, so maybe kava drinkers eat later and less? There were 60 visitors
altogether and the money from the feast went towards the purchase of a new motor for the village launch.
I had a great time doing clapping games with a the kids and went back to spend an hour in the school the
next day. Since I already knew the students from the party the night before, we had a lot of fun and I
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learned a Fijian song from them. We also did a beach cleanup with the kids here.

Fulaga-Southern Lau

We got lucky and had another calm day to get south to Fulaga. With only ten days until our adult children
would arrive on the other side of Fiji, we took the opportunity to visit this very remote Island. The
geography was stunning- the impossibly blue lagoon is studded with limestone islets topped with palm
trees. We did several drift dives of the pass into Fulaga lagoon and it was rather like a ride in an
amusement park. There were turtles, reef sharks and lovely corals in crystal clear water. We got diverted
down a side channel and had to swim back against the current over the reef with the bright hues of the
corals right under our noses.

 Monacake village in Fulaga.

We visited Monacake village and were charged $50 per boat, as well as the traditional gift of kava. We
were each assigned a host family, who provided lunch and any help or information we might need. In
some cases this led to a real friendship, but as is always the case, one has to invest time in any real
relationship and we only had a few days. I visited the school and learned another song from Ngele, Ba
and Salote. Chatting with these ladies of my own age really made me think about how our lives are so
often defined by where we are born! I am sure there is a novel just waiting to be written about this village.

Yasawas-Fiji West
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We sailed nonstop to Port Denarau from Fulanga, in 36 hours, with the southeast tradewind coming over
the port quarter. After being at the mercy of the weather for so many weeks, it was a relief to get over to
the west coast, which is often protected from the tradewinds and gets less rainfall than the rest of the
country. The other advantage is the proximity to Nadi Airport and the marina at Port Denarau. Guests can
use the Malolo catamaran ferries or the Southseas Cruises Yasawa Flier to get to various resorts and
anchorages in the Mamanucca and Yasawa islands.  We spent two months here with various guests, so I
will just summarize our favorite spots.

Blue Lagoon

This is a 360 anchorage and has lots of activities.There is good walking over the hills and along the white
sand beaches. We found clownfish and pink and orange anemones on the bommies, as well as nice
snorkeling off the point and in the pass. The resort at Nanuya does a traditional Fijian buffet as well as an
a la carte dinner, and has three different shows featuring local musical talent. We saw the dances and
legends of the local islands, listened to the church choir and watched an impressive dance and fire dance
show. The owner put on a movie night for the cruisers: Blue Lagoon with Brooke Shields, of course! He
also allowed us to do a cruiser jam night on the deck in front of the bar. We dinghied up into a mangrove
to buy vegetables from a local jungle farm.

South of Blue Lagoon, Waya Island has good anchorages with a choice of anchoring off a village or a
resort, depending on whether you want to do the kava routine or not. There are nice hikes and walks here
and good snorkeling.
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 Harlequin at anchor, Kuata Island, Yasawa Group in Fiji

Friends of ours raved about the massage at Octopus resort from the lady with the green toenails…I visited
the village and somehow attracted a following of a dozen kids. One of them attached herself to my hand
and chattered away nonstop in Fijian, while I walked a half kilometer to my beached kayak. On reaching
it, this six-year old pixie shouted “One! Two! Three!” The posse of kids hefted the kayak up on their
skinny shoulders and marched it down to the water.

Manta Ray Pass

 (Tokatokanu Passage between Drawaqa and Naviti Islands)

If I were to visit only one place for marine life in the Yasawas, this would be it. There are several options
for anchoring close to the Pass. We went six times and swam with up to 5 mantas at a time in clear, calm
waters. They did not seem bothered by us, circling round us us lazily and returning to pass close by us
time and time again. There is excellent snorkeling on the north and east sides of Drawaqa Island and also
a small resort that makes great pizza and smoothies on the north end of Nanuya Balavu.

 Downwind run to Manta Ray Pass.

Mamanuccas

There are any number of stops here. We enjoyed great snorkeling and beach walking at uninhabited 
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Navadra, in calm weather only, as swell comes in from the southwest even when the wind is from
elsewhere. We visited Monriki, where parts of Castaway were filmed and also neighboring Yandra Island.
Both had some lovely beaches and short walks.

For us, the center of the Mamanuccas was Musket Cove. We enjoyed a week of activities during the
Musket Cove Annual Regatta. There were over a hundred boats and the Bay was like a downtown skyline
at night. We did some fun racing, made new friends and reunited with old buddies. There is lots of good
snorkeling here on the bommies in the pass and on the reefs. No soft corals, but we did see small rays,
turtles and sharks, as well as the reef fish we have come to take for granted in Fiji.

If I were to do this trip again, I would not want to miss a single place, but I would definitely want to
revisit Rainbow Reef, Fulaga and Manta Ray Pass. I would also visit the north coast of Vanua Levu,
which is really off the beaten track and gets few visiting yachts. All in all I have thoroughly enjoyed this
beautiful  Island nation, with its rich marine diversity and generous people. I am watching with interest to
see what becomes of Rainbow Reef and I am inspired by the impact that one or two people can have by
mobilizing a community for a conservation effort. I am beginning to understand why many cruisers come
back to Fiji year after year.

About The Author

Henk and Lisa Benckhuysen

Harlequin - Express 37 Sloop

Lisa and Henk Benckhuysen have just completed a passage to Fiji on SV Harlequin. Lisa is a Canadian
educator and freelance writer sailing around the world, slowly, with her husband, sharing music and
stories. Her articles have also  appeared in Latitude 38 and Sailworld online magazines.
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Vancouver Island Fleet Report: November 2019

https://currents.bluewatercruising.org/news/vancouver-island-fleet-report-november-2019/

There may be no other area more important to prepare for when it comes to offshore sailing than medical
issues. Whether the issue is vaccinations prior to departure, medical supplies en-route, the stocking of a
first aid kit, or a cascade of related concerns, aspiring offshore sailors are wise to be well informed in
advance to mitigate potential stressors during their journeys.

Some of our Vancouver Island Fleet group (sixteen sailors from eight boats) had the opportunity to
harvest that information from Dr. Catherine Ascah as she shared her knowledge regarding travel medicine
with the Fleet on November fourth. As always she was well received and very capably addressed the
primary concerns of the group. She also had an abundance of supporting information available for those
who wished to further inform themselves.

After a short break, Daragh Nagle and Al Kitchen facilitated a discussion about sail trim for offshore.

About The Author
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Al Kitchen - VI Fleet Coordinator

Wyndspree - Huntingford 53 Ketch

Al Kitchen has been a BCA member since 2005. Al and his wife Gaye lived aboard Wyndspree (53?
ketch) from 1996 until 2007 and cruised the BC coast throughout this time. Between 2006 and the
present, Al crewed on different boats with fellow Bluewater members, including voyages from Victoria,
BC to San Francisco; Gladstone, Australia to Fiji; New Zealand to Victoria, B.C.; and San Jose del Cabo
to Hilo, HI. Al is now co-coordinating the V.I. Fleet group with Daragh Nagle.
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Vancouver Fleet Report: November 2019

https://currents.bluewatercruising.org/news/vancouver-fleet-report-november-2019/

The third  meeting of the Vancouver Fleet of 2020 was held at 1900h at the Scottish Cultural Centre on
November 26. Twenty eight people were present, representing the twenty two boats now registered.

The meeting started with the usual show and tell program where we heard about  an Omega Walking-
Foot sewing machine out of Quebec. There was also a discussion on under mattress venting material.

The program committee has met a number of times developing the plans for the next meetings. We will
be looking at Passage Planning with Ken Gilstrom on Feb 4 (change of date from the regular January
meeting) then Steve Wright on rigging for the regular Feb 25 meeting.

The presenter for the evening was Nicole Foster from Evolution Sails. She is an experienced sailmaker
and draws from her own experience racing and cruising offshore. Nicole recommended the book Sail
Power by Wallace Ross as a reference on sails and sail handling.

The next meeting will be the traditional Fleet potluck supper at the McLeans’ on December 17. This will
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be the last of these meetings held over the last twenty or so years, as Cam and Marianne are moving out
of the house to White Rock.

The next regular meeting is scheduled for February 4.

About The Author

Cameron and Marianne McLean, Vancouver Fleet Coordinators

Mayknot - Seabird 37

Cam and Marianne McLean have been BCA members since 1987, cruised offshore, and have served as
the Vancouver Fleet Coordinators for many years.

_______________________________________________

                                   54 / 61



Currents
The Official Magazine of the Bluewater Cruising Association

Update re 2019 BCA Annual General Meeting

https://currents.bluewatercruising.org/news/update-re-2019-bca-annual-general-meeting/

As announced in November, Bluewater Cruising Association’s Annual General Meeting will be held at
1930h on Wednesday, December 11 2019 at the Scottish Cultural Centre (8886 Hudson St, Vancouver
BC).

In preparation for the AGM, the following documents are available for BCA members in good standing to
review at their leisure:

DRAFT 2018 AGM Minutes
YE Financial Statements (FY July 1 2018 – June 30 2019)

Nominations have been received for the following Board of Director positions:

Commodore – David Mitchell
Secretary – Katrina Barnes
Treasurer – Don Brown
Calgary Chapter Vice Commodore – John Kortbeek
Vancouver Chapter Vice Commodore – Stephen Carlman

Jennifer Handley, Past Commodore, continues to accept nominations for the two remaining vacant
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positions:

Vice Commodore
Vancouver Island Chapter Vice Commodore

Further details about the evening can be found here.

About The Author

Jennifer Handley

Camdeboo - Lavranos 50 Cutter-Rigged Sloop

Jennifer Handley and Campbell Good sailed Camdeboo to the South Pacific in 2006 with their two
daughters, a niece, nephew and Jennifer’s brother. By the time Camdeboo returned to Victoria in 2011,
she had 25,000 nm under her keel, visited 14 countries and 27 people had come aboard as crew. Jennifer
was BCA Commodore 2014-2016 and happily took on the role of Past Commodore in 2017.
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BCA AGM, Awards and Christmas Social 2019

https://currents.bluewatercruising.org/events/bca-agm-awards-and-christmas-social-2019/

All BCA members in good standing are invited to attend the Annual General Meeting (AGM) on 
December 11, 2019 at 1930h. AGM details can be found here.

The business meeting and the election of officers for 2020 will be followed by the presentation of BCA
Cruising, Service and Perpetual awards to Vancouver Chapter members and Christmas social.

Post-AGM Potluck Social

If your last name begins with A-K inclusive, please bring an appy to share; if your last name begins
with L-Z, bring a dessert. Please bring enough finger-food for you and at least two other people, so there
will be plenty of food to go around.

Bosun Sale!
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Need a stocking stuffer or two or three?  The Bosun table will be open with a 50% off sale.

Image attribution: Dimitris Siskopoulos CC BY 2.0
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VI South Club Night - December Social and BCA Award
Presentations

https://currents.bluewatercruising.org/events/vi-south-club-night-december-social-and-bca-award-
presentations/

All members of BCA are warmly invited to join the BCA Vancouver Island chapter in celebrating the
holidays at our annual social, which takes the place of our monthly club night at Royal Victoria Yacht
Club.

We will have a brief report on the AGM and confirmation of board members, as well as a celebration of
some of our members and their cruising achievements and contributions with an awards and recognition
ceremony.

Of course, there will be plenty of time to socialize with other members and compare notes on this past
season as well as sharing plans for the next.

There is no admission fee for this members-only event! The VI Watch will be providing appies and
desserts (catered by RVYC) and the Chartroom will be open as usual for a no-host bar.

Festive dress is encouraged!

Please do join us for an evening of fun and friendship while lending your support to those who have won
awards this past year!
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We look forward to seeing BCA members both at this event and at our first club night of 2020, where we
welcome Jordan and Judy Mills to speak about the last leg of their circumnavigation on January 21.

Our very best wishes for a happy holidays and amazing New Year!

_______________________________________________
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