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Currents Cover Photo Contest 2019

https://currents.bluewatercruising.org/articles/currents-cover-photo-contest-2019/

The popular Currents Cover Photo Contest is back for the third consecutive year! Our monthly “PDF”
publication needs the best photos of your boats to grace its covers for 2020!

So, here’s the scoop:

If you are a BCA member in good standing, we ask you to submit the best photos of your boat to the 
Currents Editor and then the Currents team will select the 12 best shots that will make the monthly cover
of Currents in 2020.

Contest Rules

It is important that you follow these rules and guidelines for submission because if you don’t, we may not
be able to use your photo. For example: we cannot use photos in landscape orientation for the cover of 
Currents, so, it is extremely important that you submit portrait only photos. See the rules and guidelines
below:

Deadline for submission of photos: December 7, 2019
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You can submit more than one photo
Photo submission guidelines:

Orientation: Portrait (vertical)

Resolution: Minimum 900×1200 pixels or higher resolution
File format: .jpg

Winners will receive Currents credits towards their membership fees
Winners will be asked to provide a brief description of the boat and where the photo was taken.
They will also be asked to give permission to publish that information as well as their name.

So, dig into your photo archives or go out and take a great shot of your boat and keep those submissions
coming! I am really looking forward to seeing the entries come in!

Photo Attribution: (License: CC0)

About The Author

Rosario Passos

Counting Stars - Whitby 42 Ketch

Rosario is a dreamer who wants to sail the South Pacific.... so far she sails the local waters of the Salish
Sea to get as much experience as possible.

_______________________________________________
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Objects of Intense Desire: Elastic Bands

https://currents.bluewatercruising.org/articles/objects-of-intense-desire-elastic-bands/

I was helping a fellow cruiser with a minor repair aboard their boat. We needed a fastener, a 1” 10/32
stainless machine screw and nut to finish up the job. He dived into his parts drawer to grab one, and
immediately began using his ‘sailors vocabulary’.

The small plastic box that held some fasteners had opened inside the drawer, dumping the contents to the
bottom. The clasp on the box had failed long ago, and he had used a rubber band to hold it closed. In the
heat of the tropics, the rubber band had perished, leaving the box unsecured with little crisp bits of elastic
stuck to it.

A common problem when cruising in warmer climes is the failure of elastic. Bungee cords, waistbands,
cuffs and rubber bands all have a reduced life in the heat. While there are no ready replacements for many
of these, at least for rubber bands we have found a solution.

While we have been accused of holding Avant, our Beneteau First 435, together with rubber bands, this is
actually untrue. We do need elastic bands for many simple things aboard, holding small bundles together,
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boxes shut, books closed, papers together, line coiled, and so on, and we found rubber bands, with a life
measured in weeks or months in the heat (whether under tension or loose) just could not do the job.
Standard rubber bands we had relied on in temperate climes with great success were virtually self
destructing in the heat. We now use silicone elastics to hold Avant together!

Where to Find Them

In the women’s hair accessories section of many ‘dollar stores’ (‘Waldo’s’ in Mexico) you can often
find silicone elastics. Unlike the matte rubber bands, they’re a bit ‘shiny’, and they hold together in the
heat. They also come in some snappy colours, unlike the monotonous beige of rubber bands (a bonus, as
it makes them easier to find when they go zinging off into space when you try to use them).

I offered my cursing friend a few from our supply, and all was well again. Sometimes, it’s the small
things that make a difference.

About The Author

Rob Murray

Avant - Beneteau First 435 Sloop

Rob Murray and Debra Zhou are doers currently in El Salvador, Central America. 

_______________________________________________
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Thanks to Everyone for Another Successful Thanksgiving
Rendezvous!

https://currents.bluewatercruising.org/articles/thanks-to-everyone-for-another-successful-thanksgiving-
rendezvous/

Many thanks to all who participated in making the Calgary Chapter’s Annual Thanksgiving Rendezvous
a success.  The weather turned out very well, cool and mostly sunny, with a small shower Saturday
morning.  Special thanks to our prize sponsors this year; we appreciate your support for our club.

UK Sailmakers, Sidney – Winner:  Eve & Neil Crawston, Eve ‘n Keel
Lindstrom Marine Ltd., Maple Bay – Winner:  Susan Bianco & Ronald Roe, Freedom
Blackline Marine, Sidney – Winner – Doug & Marie England, Soulstar
Royal Victoria Yacht Club, Victoria – Winner:  Ian Mackin, Lolani
The Hat Shop, Granville Island – Winner:  Fiona Gregory, Kaimana
Numerous small prizes (beer mugs, kitchen utensils, BCA 40th anniversary mugs) all donated by
the Calgary Chapter of BCA.
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The last official rendezvous of the year was held, as per usual, at Thetis Island Marina, October 12 – 14,
2019. There were 18 boats and 38 sailors in attendance, from Calgary, Victoria, Vancouver and
Nanaimo.  No BCA spinnaker this year so we made do with our BCA burgees!  Unfortunately, this year
we did not have a dedicated photographer either and the host forgot her camera so the pictures of the
event are limited – those we have can be found here.

 Mike and Heather posing for a photo post-race

Thanks again to Thetis Island Marina for a warm welcome; this venue fits our Rendezvous needs very
well:

We had a great moorage rate: $1.10 per foot.
There is no charge for use of the meeting room for the Saturday night BBQ (pot luck) as well as
the Sunday morning breakfast pot luck.  There was plenty of room this year as we had under 40
sailors for supper (the room is a little squeezed when we are more than that number).
The marina handles the registration and payment for the turkey dinner that they supply for the
group and the price includes tax/tip/meal all in one ticket which saves them and us from a lot of
extra accounting and they do a fantastic job!  The supper is outstanding.
Again, this year the marina had their own Saturday Night entertainment (www.zonnis.ca) which
was enjoyed by a few of the rendezvous members.
The marina did have issues this year as their water purification system was down which meant
they were trucking in water so there was none available on the dock and the shower time was very
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limited. No doubt this will be solved before the 2020 rendezvous!

New this year was a Treasure Hunt on Saturday afternoon. We had 5 teams participating (approximately
25 people) and the event lasted almost an hour!  Some of the riddles proved elusive but eventually all
teams finished the hunt. The winning team that solved the tasks/riddles/clues in the quickest time is
pictured below!  Congratulations to Team Celesoul (Cole [missing in action] & Joel Fox, Doug & Marie
England, Myron O’Byrne, Caes Van Staal)!  Drink tickets for all!

 Team Celesoul, winners of the first annual Treasure Hunt

Back by popular demand again this year was the Boat Building from Garbage and Race competition
which was won handily by Katrina & Spencer from Miss Zelda.
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 The winners! Spencer and Katrina Barnes.

Nine boats participated in the race and there is no reason to think that this event will not continue at future
October Rendezvous!  The winner of the best-looking boat was Sharon Simpson of Mustang Sally whose
replica catamaran was color co-ordinated including sparkles and oyster shells!
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 Sharon with her beautifully decorated catamaran

We have already reserved space for the October 10-12 2020 Thanksgiving Rendezvous at Thetis Island
Marina. Mark your calendars now;  hope to see you there.

About The Author

Fiona and Mike Gregory

Kaimana - Hunter, 49 Sloop

My husband, Mike and I have been sailing for approximately 7 years. We keep our boat, Kaimana, at
Ladysmith on Vancouver Island and spend approximately 10 weeks per year on her. I am a "coastal
cruiser" and have sailed the BC coast north to Alaska, west to Haida Gwaii and South to Seattle. We have
explored many locations in the Pacific Northwest.  

_______________________________________________

                                   11 / 44



Currents
The Official Magazine of the Bluewater Cruising Association

Finding Fiji: Highlights of Harlequin’s Cruise 2019 - Part I

https://currents.bluewatercruising.org/articles/finding-fiji-highlights-of-harlequins-cruise-2019-part-i/

Harlequin left Sidney, BC in August 2016 and has since cruised Mexico’s Pacific Coast, French
Polynesia, Suwarrow, American Samoa, Tonga and New Zealand. From May to October we were in Fiji.
I have been impressed by the dramatic geography, the turquoise waters filled with marine life and the
warm-hearted people, who are struggling to protect their threatened resources. We used Navionics on our
chartplotter and also had iNavx and Ovital on our iPads. We leaned heavily on information from a new
downloadable guide called SailFiji, as well as the free sites maintained by SoggyPaws and noonsite. Here
are some of the highlights of our season in this beautiful Island nation.

Suva

After an eight day passage from New Zealand via Minerva Reef, we sailed back and forth outside the
entrance to Suva’s harbour, waiting for the dawn. Once anchored, we found that check in was reasonably
quick and straightforward. There were three government offices to locate, but they were all close to the
anchorage. Most yachts check in at Port Denarau on the west coast, or Savusavu on the east side. Suva is
a major port and the anchorage has some obstacles. Glad we did it in daylight! We anchored near the
Royal Suva Yacht Club, which has recycling and garbage drop-off, laundry service, a cafe and a bar. It’s
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a 15 minute walk into downtown along the waterfront. I was impressed by the numerous tall men I saw,
all dressed in bright orange, standing atop the hill overlooking the harbour, until I realized I was passing
the national prison.

Wandering around Suva, I was approached politely several times by Fijians. They wanted to know my
name, where I was from, how long I would be in Fiji, how many children I have. The funny thing is that
they were not trying to sell me anything, evangelize or scam me. They were simply being friendly. As a
fairly extroverted sort, I like talking to strangers, and had some delightful conversations. In one
waterfront street eatery I sat, with my scone and bowl of tepid milky tea , next to a big, strapping young
fellow carrying a cute pink backpack that contrasted oddly with his tattoos. He was eating a whole,
staring triggerfish and some fiddleheads. He started chatting and I learned he had just resigned from his
job in the port as he had some kind of foot injury. “It’s OK,” he said. “In some places I would be in
trouble because I have a wife and three small daughters. But in Fiji we can always farm. My family has
some land.”

Another conversation happened in a government office. When we checked in to the port, one of the
officials had forgotten her receipt book, but I paid her anyway, thinking I did not need the receipt. Turns
out I did need it, but said official was out of the office when I tracked her down the next day. The
supervisor took me into her office and we had an hour’s pleasant chat while I waited for my receipt to
arrive. I learned all about various social and health programs in Fiji. Most interesting. Wouldn’t have
missed it for all the receipts in the book.

 Sevusevu ceremony with the Lady Chief (far left).
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I talked with lots of people and all were friendly. Many of them blessed me when we parted – rather nice:
the missionaries have had a hand in the history of this country, as in many parts of the South Pacific.
There is a large display about cannibalism in the national museum. One that sticks out in my mind is the
fellow that crossed the road to strike up a conversation and asked if I needed anything. This guy was
probably getting a cut from the souvenir store he led me to. Fair enough. I was looking for a kava bowl
and I got a nice one at a good price. I never once felt unsafe here.

On my way back from the museum in Suva, I saw the Secretary General of the United Nations, Antonio
Guterres, who was here for the Climate Action Pacific Partnership conference. An orderly crowd of
uniformed schoolchildren was waiting for him on the rugby pitch opposite the Grand Pacific Hotel. They
held signs, slogans and artwork asking for action on Climate Change. When he finally appeared, Guterres
walked among the students, chatting with them, reading their work. It was quite low key, but still
impressive to see all those kids, and their teachers and parents, waiting for hours to make their point. I
wasn’t looking for a study in grassroots conservation, but that is what I got later on in Viani Bay.

Kadavu

We made a quick trip to Kadavu and the Astrolabe Reef just south of Suva. We did one short snorkel on a
reef off Dravuni Island and were quite impressed- healthy corals, and lots of reef fish. We had a mixed
bag of weather here with threatening skies, rainbows and more waves than we expected in a lagoon.
When we moved south to anchor in the lee of Ono Island, we were asked to leave as someone was
shooting a film and we were “in the shot”. On moving away in the dusk, we struck a reef! Fortunately we
were moving slowly. We anchored off the next beach and checked the damage the next morning. Nothing
serious, luckily, but when the film security crew showed up again and told us to leave, we had had
enough and moved up to Beqa, where the forecast looked milder. We learned later that there is meant to
be a site somewhere online telling cruisers what locations are being used for filming, but I did not manage
to find it online.

Beqa

Again we were pushed by weather here. We could see a big depression coming down on Predict Wind
and weren’t sure where it would pass. As a result we only spent two nights in Vaga Bay. The snorkeling
on the reef was good and we visited the village also. We saw the pigpens and the church and we hiked
over the hill to the school. Our guide in the village was a 14 year old boy, Vemi, who was off school with
what looked like a nasty eye infection.  His little sister had it too, but the family said they had medicine
for them. In our travels, we have found that most places in Fiji do have access to a medical clinic.
However, one of the biggest health problems here is diabetes: many Fijians eat too much sugar! Same
-****– different pile. We did not get to the northern anchorage and did not see the famous Beqa
firewalkers or do the shark dive.
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 Clownfish and anemone.

Nadi Waters

We had to take our crew up to Nadi to catch a plane, so we decided to move over to the west side of Fiji.
There are several nice spots to stop along Vanua Levu’s south coast, but instead we sailed overnight
under a full moon with 20 knots behind the beam. It was a fabulous sail! At 02ooh we came through the
pass. I stayed up past my shift and had a good lesson in why I should not skip sleep. I could not figure out
which red lights were which: leading lights, lighthouses, port hand light… fortunately our crew, Alan, was
lucid and brought us safely through. In any case, they drive freighters through that pass and we did have a
full moon and we could see the waves breaking on the reef…still, I am not as smart as I think I am at two
in the morning. Humbling.

Inside Passage

With 10 weeks to ourselves, Henk and I made our way north through the Yasawas and then over the top
of Viti Levu via the inside passage. We found nice anchorages and protected motoring in the inside
passage. The passage was well charted by Navionics and we could also see the reefs quite clearly. We did
need to have someone on deck watching at all times. After crossing an area of reefs, we reached the north
side of Naigani Island and found a small deserted anchorage. The white sand beach is backed by coconut
palms and a shear wall of black volcanic rock festooned with flowering vines. We dived into the clear
turquoise water and enjoyed some nice snorkeling on the two arms of reef that define the bay. Lots of
Christmas tree spiral worms! It was quite windy, but we were completely shielded by the Island and
enjoyed a really calm night.
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Makogai

Another day sail to weather brought us east to Makogai Island. Again, our Navionics charts were very
accurate and brought us through some narrow passages in the reefs. Anchoring at the northwest end of the
Island, we were able to visit the turtle hatchery on shore. This government run facility was wiped out by
Hurricane Winston in 2016, but is in operation again now. I had a brief tour of the place: a dozen cement
ponds with batches of sea turtles of various ages. When the turtles are a year old, the caretakers release
them into the ocean.

 Collared kingfisher.

Seabirds prey on newborn baby turtles, so most of them would not normally reach the ocean. Similarly,
giant clams of different ages are raised in the facility at Makogai. The clams will be placed out in the
ocean also. We found excellent snorkeling on the bommie in the middle of the bay, as well as on the little
island on the west side of the anchorage. We did see sea turtles and giant clams in the bay.

Savusavu

In Savusavu we met up with a contingent of folks we have travelled with off and on for a couple of years,
so it felt like a homecoming. Now we were within striking distance of two fabled destinations: Rainbow
Reef and the Lau Group, so we could make plans to go to both. Savusavu gave us a nice social break.
There are several nice restaurants, a decent grocery store, a big market for fruit and veggies. I thoroughly
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enjoyed being tied up at a dock for several days, walking for hours on the shore road, eating out
(cheaply!) every evening and socializing nonstop. We even danced in the garden under the colored lights.

Viani Bay

This is perhaps the most important and memorable of our stops, because the line between villagers and
tourists was blurry here and the snorkeling was wonderful!  We got to know the owners and staff of the
Dive Academy Fiji (DAF) resort, as well as one of the teachers at the Ucunivatu Primary School.

 Coral planting at Viani Bay.

Jone Waitaiti and Marina Walser own the small boutique DAF dive resort that shares Viani Bay beach
with Ucunivatu village. The resort employs several villagers, some of whom are related to Waitaiti.
Marina goes regularly to the village school, teaching marine biology and conservation. Jone leads the
Cleanup Taveuni: once a month the community hits the road with tongs and picks up litter. They have
removed over 70 tons of rubbish from the beaches, roads and waterways of Taveuni. Cleanup Taveuni
started with 40 children and 10 youth who responded to Jone’s Facebook post, “This is the dirtiest beach
on Taveuni. This is not the garden island. This is the GARBAGE island,” and his subsequent invitation to
help clean it up. Jone and Marina have also led cleanups at Viani Bay. Check out the Facebook page 
Cleanup Taveuni for inspiration!
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DAF has also started a coral planting program. Local and international volunteers and guests plant heat
resistant corals in the new nursery at Tivi Island. Within 6-10 months, the corals can be transplanted out
to damaged areas of the reef. The hope is to offset in some small way the damage from destructive fishing
practices, overfishing, hurricanes and rising temperatures. You can find more information on this type of
program on their website. There is also a coral planting program pioneered by Victor Bonito at Reef
Explorer, in Votua on Viti Levu.

Jone is lobbying the local chiefs for a Marine Protected Area (MPA) to preserve the spectacular diving
and snorkeling on Rainbow Reef in Somosomo Strait. So far there is one new MPA protecting 1.4
kilometers at Tivi Island in Viani Bay. The goal is to protect all 22 dive sites, but that will take the
agreement of 14 chiefs.

 Reef community at Nuku on Rainbow Reef, including some soft corals.

Rainbow Reef was some of the best snorkeling we did in Fiji. We saw several sea turtles, reef sharks,
clouds of colorful reef fish, vivid soft corals and healthy hard corals, some of them over five hundred
years old. Visibility was excellent and the weather was good. We did a couple of short hikes here also and
heard the barking pigeons for the first time. These big chestnut colored birds sound a bit like a grouse
crossed with a Labrador retriever.
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There was a fabulous party on the Fourth of July. I had to admire our American cruising buddies for their
nostalgia around this event. We had a big potluck, did the Fiji Baby Duck and Super Lizard dances, and
rounded it all off with cake and firing off our outdated flares. The staff from the resort joined in with
guitar, ukulele and kava. Unforgettable. I would go back in a heartbeat.

 Saiki Tucava and the kindergarten class at Ucunivatu Primary School.

I went in to the Ucunivatu kindergarten class several times to sing songs with the kids. The teacher, Saiki
Tucava, is a tall strong lady with an iron handshake and a gentle smile. With a class of 5, she has the task
of teaching them English, just as I taught French to anglophone kids in Canada. Saiki is the one who
taught me the baby duck dance. I saw her several times outside of school hours and she always had a
crowd of small children with her. “They follow me everywhere,” she laughed, sinking into the cool water
of the bay. I asked if I could take a photo and publish it. “Sure,” she said.”It will give them a way to show
off a bit.”

Stay tuned for Part II of Harlequin’s adventure, as they continue to explore the Fijian island nation,
coming up next month!

About The Author

Henk and Lisa Benckhuysen

Harlequin - Express 37 Sloop
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Lisa and Henk Benckhuysen have just completed a passage to Fiji on SV Harlequin. Lisa is a Canadian
educator and freelance writer sailing around the world, slowly, with her husband, sharing music and
stories. Her articles have also  appeared in Latitude 38 and Sailworld online magazines.

_______________________________________________
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New Life for Old Plastic

https://currents.bluewatercruising.org/articles/new-life-for-old-plastic/

Plastic cowl vents suffer from age-related degradation in the Pacific Northwest, and suffer extraordinarily
in the hot sun of Mexico. On our 1985 boat, Avant, the cowl vents developed age spots, intractable
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mildew stains, and a generally unattractive patina. Before we departed for Mexico in 2013, we
investigated replacing the then 28 year old cowls with new ones and found replacements would be over
$200 each. Since I am really cheap, I wasn’t very excited by that news.

Some investigation for more budget friendly alternatives uncovered a then-new spray paint from Krylon,
‘Krylon Fusion for Plastics’ (now apparently replaced with a new product, ‘Krylon Fusion All-In-One’).
At that time, paint rang in at about $8 a can, and I would need two cans, gloss red for the interior and
gloss white for the exterior. Since $16 was better than $400 in my mind, I thought we would give it a try.

We removed them, cleaned them with soap and hot water, lightly sanded them with a sanding sponge,
wiped them with a thinner-soaked rag, and spray painted them with the ‘Krylon for Fusion Plastics’ (two
coats, following the instructions on the can). We used the two colours, red for the interior and white for
the exterior, masking as appropriate. The results were fantastic, and the vents looked new again.

After five years in Mexico, the vents were once again looking somewhat tired on the exterior where the
white had been applied, despite being covered with tin foil in the off season (the interiors were still a
bright red).  They had lost their gloss and were looking like they wanted to grow a new crop of mildew in
the moist air of the tropics. So we refinished them again. The Krylon we used before was not available
locally, but we found a Rustoleum ‘pintura for plasticos’ (paint for plastics) at the Home Depot in
Chiapas, Mexico and it seems to be the same sort of stuff. Wash, light sand with a sanding sponge,
thinner wipe down, spray it on (again, two coats, following the instructions on the can) and they look like
new again!

The paint has stood up well, and has not cracked or crazed, even though the plastic cowls are somewhat
flexible. The time and effort to do the refinishing was clearly rewarded by the results.

About The Author

Rob Murray

Avant - Beneteau First 435 Sloop

Rob Murray and Debra Zhou are doers currently in El Salvador, Central America. 

_______________________________________________
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Holding Tank Hygiene: An Alternative to Smelling-up the
Anchorage

https://currents.bluewatercruising.org/articles/holding-tank-hygiene-an-alternative-to-smelling-up-the-
anchorage/

Back when we bought her, our new-to-us boat had a faint miasma, an unpleasant odour coming from the
area near the head.  It wasn’t strong, but was always apparent after the boat had been closed up for a
week or more,  especially in warm weather.  Also, and worse, was the very bad smell that wafted through
and around the boat whenever the head was flushed after use, as air from the holding tank was displaced
and exited via the tank vent. How to address this?  (Other than tightly locking down all hatches before
every flushing, or only using the head just before departing crowded anchorages…)

I did a quick check of the hoses with a hot rag, and they seemed OK, so it had to be the tank itself.
Although there are alternatives to a holding tank, such as composting toilets,  most are either too
expensive or not suitable for our small boat.  I needed something that would work now,  without a major
retrofit. My research showed a number of ways to treat holding tanks during periods of use:  aeration,
commercial deodorizers, frequent pump-out with a good rinse. I tried a couple of commercial treatments,
but they didn’t do much more than mask the smell (and sometimes made it worse!).

I got a tip from a fellow cruiser who had experienced a similar problem.  He solved it by adding aeration
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into his head system; splicing a small aquarium air pump into one of the tank hoses with a T-fitting. This
sounded promising and I started drawing up a design for our system.

But while doing further research on the Internet, I came across a study commissioned in 1977 by
Washington State Ferries.  They had received numerous complaints of strong foul odours when the
ferries’ very large holding tanks were pumped out and something had to be done.  The final report, titled
“A Study of Wastewater Handling, Holding and Disposal from Washington State Ferries”, is a
comparison of various treatments: aeration, hydrogen peroxide, and chemical products.  The winner was
aeration plumbed directly into the system, but hydrogen peroxide came in second as a close and very
effective alternative.

I then remembered a relevant personal experience. Years earlier, my dog had been sprayed by a skunk
late at night. In the frantic effort to clean her, after we first tried the classic of tomato juice (did not work,
only added another layer of smell) I chanced across the website of chemist Paul Krebaum, which had a
recipe for a de-skunk wash of 3% hydrogen peroxide, baking soda and a bit of detergent.  His website
includes a full explanation of the chemistry and why it works.  And it does!  So I started digging up some
additional references on hydrogen peroxide and how it might help this situation.
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Hydrogen peroxide is widely used as a disinfectant and first aid treatment (3% solution), in salons for
bleaching hair (35%),  and as a seed sprouting treatment (35%). Higher concentration have various
industrial uses including pool and hot tub treatment, rocket fuel,  algaecides, and waste water treatment. 
These stronger solutions require great care in handling and can cause blindness, explosions, and serious
injury.   But in lower concentrations, such as the 3% solution many pharmacies have in stock, it is safe
and readily available.

The substance itself is a compound of two water molecules  (H2O) and one oxygen atom (O) with a 
chemical formula of H2O2.  The bond between the water and the single oxygen is weak, so in its pure
form hydrogen peroxide quickly breaks down into a single water molecule and a single free oxygen atom.
As it does, the oxygen level rises in the containment vessel, like it would with a good aeration system.

 H2O2 molecule

The reason aeration works to suppress those fetid odours is that the holding tank ecosystem consists of
both anaerobic and aerobic bacteria:  the anaerobic ones generate sulphurous by-products that smell bad,
while aerobic bacteria digest waste without creating the same smelly products.   Introducing extra oxygen
into the tank supports the aerobic bacteria while suppressing the anaerobic processes that create the bad
smells.  You can do this either by installing aeration or by adding hydrogen peroxide to boost the oxygen
level as it decomposes.

So far, so good – this all seemed easy and effective so I decided to give it a try.  The trick now was to
calculate the correct dose for our 80 litre holding tank.   The optimal slug dose  (the one-time shock or
starter dose) that Washington State Ferries used for their giant holding tanks was 40-60 mg/litre of
H2O2.   A 450 ml bottle (30 Tbsp) of 3% hydrogen peroxide contains about 19 grams of H2O2, so 1 Tbsp
of H2O2 @ 3% has 0.63g of H2O2.

The first time I did this, I estimated Saracen had 20 liters waste in her tank so used just under 2 Tbsp, to
add about 1 g of H2O2.  The musky odour was gone within 24 hours.

This shock dose of 50mg/litre is used when anaerobic activity is high and smell is present.  The
maintenance dose is lower, and only added every week or so when we are actively using the tank.   For
example, if we’re out cruising and find ourselves in a situation where we’re unable to pump the tank out
regularly (such as the ten days we spent in Glacier Bay),  I would estimate the volume of our weekly
‘addition’ to the tank and use 1/2 the slug dose for that volume.

By using a combination of good tank hygiene and a little bit of H2O2 every now and then, the sweet smell
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of success is the only tank odour now wafting around our boat (until the head hoses need replacement,
which will be an entirely different story!).

Important Notes Regarding Safety

I found two references online on that recorded the effect of various concentrations of hydrogen peroxide
on different materials.  At concentrations of 10% or less, it is safe for most common holding tank
materials, such as stainless steel, ABS plastic and polypropylene.  It is very detrimental for a few
materials such as neoprene and nitrile.  And of course, protection against getting into one’s eyes, mouth
or on the skin is important.  Make sure there aren’t any materials in your plumbing system that could be
adversely affected before using it.

Bottles of 3% hydrogen peroxide are available at many drug stores and are sufficient for this use.  It is
possible to buy 35% concentration online, but even more care must be taken when using this to ensure all
necessary safety precautions are taken.  The risk is non-trivial – splashed in the eyes it can cause pain and
potentially blindness.

Final summary:   Before you try this, make sure you know what materials are in your tank and plumbing
system and review and follow all necessary safety measures.   For 50 litres of waste, use ~3-4 Tbsp of 3%
H2O2 as a slug dose and use ~1-2 Tbsp of 3% H2O2 as a weekly maintenance dose when tank is in active
use.   Adjust the dose volume for the volume of waste in the tank. 

Images attribution: Public Domain

About The Author

Leslie Hansen

Saracen - Martin 32

Leslie has been sailing with Don for a while now. After meeting him on the water in a kayak taking
surfing lessons, they found a common interest in sailing and bought the Martin 32 Saracen. They have
been following Plan A the past six years: leave when the boat is ready, sail north, turn around before the
fog. So far Plan A has gotten them to Glacier Bay, Haida Gwaii and the mid coast most years.

_______________________________________________
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Notice of BCA Annual General Meeting - December 11, 2019

https://currents.bluewatercruising.org/news/notice-of-bca-annual-general-meeting-december-11-2019/

Notice is hereby given to all BCA members:

Annual General Meeting and Election of Directors

Date: Wednesday, December 11, 2019

Time: 1930h (doors open at 1900h)

Location:  Scottish Cultural Centre, 8886 Hudson Street, Vancouver BC

The business of the AGM will include a review of 2019 YE Financial Statements (BCA’s fiscal year ends
on June 30), approval of the Minutes of the 2018 AGM, and operations reports.

There will also be elections for the offices of:

Commodore
Vice Commodore
Secretary, and
Treasurer
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Members interested in any of these positions are invited to submit their names to the Chair of the
Nominations Committee, Past Commodore Jennifer Handley.  A list of the current Board of Directors can
be found on the website;  responsibilities of officers is described in the BCA’s Bylaws and Constitution,
Part 7 – Duties of Officers.

In addition, the Calgary Chapter,  Vancouver Island Chapter and Vancouver Chapter will each
respectively present a candidate for election to the office of Chapter Vice Commodore for their chapter.

Voting may be done in person or by proxy.  Members who do not receive a Proxy form at their local
November Club Night (December Club Night in Calgary) will have the opportunity to submit a Proxy by
email.

Please show your commitment to the association by making every effort to attend and/or register your
vote.  If you have any questions about the AGM, please contact Jennifer Handley, BCA Past
Commodore.  BCA’s Board of Directors looks forward to hosting the AGM which immediately precedes
the Vancouver Christmas Social and Awards Presentation.

About The Author

Jennifer Handley

Camdeboo - Lavranos 50 Cutter-Rigged Sloop

Jennifer Handley and Campbell Good sailed Camdeboo to the South Pacific in 2006 with their two
daughters, a niece, nephew and Jennifer’s brother. By the time Camdeboo returned to Victoria in 2011,
she had 25,000 nm under her keel, visited 14 countries and 27 people had come aboard as crew. Jennifer
was BCA Commodore 2014-2016 and happily took on the role of Past Commodore in 2017.

_______________________________________________
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Vancouver Island Fleet Report: October 2019

https://currents.bluewatercruising.org/news/vancouver-island-fleet-report-october-2019/

Twelve sailors from seven boats were in attendance on October 2 to hear about the learning experiences
of six seasoned cruisers in the second meeting of the V.I. Fleet this year.

Bjarne Hansen and Barb Peck developed a very comprehensive discussion of many crucial topics relevant
to our group from their Pacific wanderings. Michael & Ann Hartshorn then discussed their travels from
the U.K. to the east coast of North America including their travels up the East coast USA and down into
the Caribbean; then on through the Panama canal up the west coast and, this year, to Alaska and back.
Their Contest 44 is larger and more complex than the vessels Bjarne and Barb choose to venture in so
they had a different perspective for the group.

The night concluded with Don and Heather Cudmore discussing their trip down the Pacific West coast to
the Sea of Cortez and various experiences that informed them and adapted their approach to cruising
offshore.

About The Author

Al Kitchen - VI Fleet Coordinator
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Wyndspree - Huntingford 53 Ketch

Al Kitchen has been a BCA member since 2005. Al and his wife Gaye lived aboard Wyndspree (53?
ketch) from 1996 until 2007 and cruised the BC coast throughout this time. Between 2006 and the
present, Al crewed on different boats with fellow Bluewater members, including voyages from Victoria,
BC to San Francisco; Gladstone, Australia to Fiji; New Zealand to Victoria, B.C.; and San Jose del Cabo
to Hilo, HI. Al is now co-coordinating the V.I. Fleet group with Daragh Nagle.

_______________________________________________
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Vancouver Fleet Report: October 2019

https://currents.bluewatercruising.org/news/vancouver-fleet-report-october-2019/

The second meeting of the Vancouver Fleet of 2020 was held at 1900h on Tuesday, September 24 in the
Caberfeigh room at the Scottish Cultural Centre. Twenty two people were there representing the twenty
boats now registered.

The meeting started with the usual show and tell program where we heard about a new crimping tool and
a combined tow and wind generator.

The program committee has met a number of times developing the plans for the next meetings. We will
be looking at sail repair in November and rigging in January.

The presenter for the evening was Phil O’Donoghue from Fraser Fibreglass, which he has owned for 40
years. He shared the ins and outs of fibreglass repairs including the need to grind out a damaged area and
get to good fibreglass before the rebuild/repair can be done, among other things.

The meeting adjourned at 2130 hours. The next meeting is scheduled for November 26.
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About The Author

Cameron and Marianne McLean, Vancouver Fleet Coordinators

Mayknot - Seabird 37

Cam and Marianne McLean have been BCA members since 1987, cruised offshore, and have served as
the Vancouver Fleet Coordinators for many years.

_______________________________________________
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Diesel Maintenance and Servicing w/ Ben Gartside

https://currents.bluewatercruising.org/events/diesel-maintenance-and-servicing-w-ben-gartside/

Learn to treat your engine well.  Ben Gartside, a lifetime mechanical technician and President of Gartside
Marine Engines, is offering a two-day workshop on diesel engine maintenance and servicing. Topics
include:

Regular maintenance requirements
Cooling system, exhaust and ventilation
Fuel system
Electrical system
Transmission and stern gear

Classroom work will be held each morning with practical demonstrations at the Gartside Marine
workshop on Harbour Road in Sidney each afternoon.

Image attribution: “Model Engine B Luc Viatour” by I, Luc Viatour. Licensed under CC BY-SA 3.0 via Commons.
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Basic Diesel Engines w/ David West

https://currents.bluewatercruising.org/events/basic-diesel-engines-w-david-west/

This course is intended for persons who own and maintain their own vessels, or those who want to gain a
better understanding of diesel engines, including proper operation and maintenance. No prior experience
or knowledge of diesel engines is necessary. The instructor will explain the operating principals of a
marine diesel engine. He will cover operation, servicing and troubleshooting related to:

Lubrication
Cooling
Fuel
Electrical
Stuffing Boxes

David West is a highly experienced and knowledgeable diesel mechanic and instructor. He comes highly
recommended by students who have attended his courses.

Note:  An Intermediate Diesel Engines course is scheduled for Sunday Dec 1.
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Intermediate Diesel Engines w/ David West

https://currents.bluewatercruising.org/events/intermediate-diesel-engines-w-david-west/

This course is intended for those who own and maintain their own boat, or those who want to gain a
better understanding of diesel engines, including proper operation and maintenance.  Attendance at a
Basic Diesel Engine course or a good basic knowledge of diesel engines is a mandatory pre-requisite.

Review of fuel, cooling and lubrication systems
Electrical system: Batteries, Alternators, AC Chargers & Inverters
Battery servicing
Various charging systems
Drives: straight drive, v-drive, sail drives
Shaft seals

The desk work includes samples of the Diesel Engine parts, handouts include diagrams of the Diesel
Engine internals and related.

David West is a highly experienced and knowledgeable diesel mechanic and instructor. He comes highly
recommended by students who have attended his courses.
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Note:  A Basic Diesel Engines course is scheduled for Saturday Nov 30. It is highly recommend that both
courses be taken if you are not experienced or do not regularly work on your diesel engine.

 

 

_______________________________________________
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Vancouver Club Night - Exploring the Arctic through the
Northwest Passage

https://currents.bluewatercruising.org/events/vancouver-club-night-exploring-the-arctic-through-the-
northwest-passage/

Travel the Northwest Passage and explore the Arctic with the author Ken Burton.  Visit the people and
places from Alaska through Nunavut to Greenland.  Explore historic settlements and learn about the
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unique wildlife.

Captain Ken Burton currently shares his passion for history and until recently (late 2017) served as the
Executive Director of the Vancouver Maritime Museum (VMM).

Captain Burton has served a variety of roles, in the high Arctic, Antarctic and Central America over the
past many years (since 1998) with different entities. This includes as guide, historian, logistics support,
Captain and or advisor on a multiple of Northwest Passage transits and adventure expeditions.

His most recent effort ‘Canada’s Arctic – A Guide to Adventure Through the Northwest Passage’ was
published in 2018. The book takes a traveller from Unalaska, USA through the entire Northwest Passage
ending in Iqaluit and Western Greenland.

As a career member of the Royal Canadian Mounted Police (RCMP) he worked throughout Canada
(including the Canadian Arctic) and abroad as a Federal Enforcement Peace Officer, Patrol Vessel
Commander and Commissioned Officer. In 2014 he was inducted into the Order of Canada family of
honours when he was appointed as a Member of the Order of Merit (M.O.M.).

In the year 2000, Captain Burton was placed in charge and served as Captain of the St. Roch II Voyage of
Re-Discovery. This was a Government of Canada millennium project, which saw Captain Burton and
crew retrace the voyages of the original RCMP St Roch’s Arctic transit and subsequent circumnavigation
of North America. The transit was completed successfully in a 17.5m high-speed aluminum catamaran.
During this 169-day 24,000 nautical mile circumnavigation of North America, they made over 50 ports of
call into 7 different countries and set a number of world records. Captain Burton remains one of the few
people in history – if not the first and only one – to have ever completed this circumnavigation in a non-
ice-strengthened vessel in one season.

_______________________________________________
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VI South November Club Night: Victoria to the Sea of
Cortez—The Journey Within

https://currents.bluewatercruising.org/events/vi-south-november-club-night-victoria-to-the-sea-of-cortez-
the-journey-within/

Stefa Katamay and Jürgen Harding spent three years preparing themselves and their Tayana 37 Mazu for
an offshore voyage, from Victoria to San Francisco, and then the coastal hop to the Sea of Cortez. Over
that time it wasn’t just the sights that produced awe, wonder and delight.

Recognizing and managing anxiety, identifying communication issues and solutions, managing
themselves and sharing leadership on the boat were transformative experiences. Join Stefa as she takes us
to the places visited and the ones we rarely talk about—the places we journey to within ourselves.

Stefa and Jürgen came to big boat ownership in 2014, when they bought their Tayana 37 Mazu and
moved aboard. Both came from small boat sailing—Stefa owned and maintained an International 420 that
she sailed on the Ottawa River, and dabbled in a bit of windsurfing; Jürgen windsurfed competitively
from 1979–1992 and maintained a 26’ Nash, which he also sailed on the Ottawa River.

Once Mazu was in their lives, both Stefa and Jürgen threw themselves at courses and experiences to
develop their big boat skills in tandem. In 2017, Stefa and Jürgen sailed Mazu to Mexico, where she now
sits on the hard. Last year Stefa and Jürgen returned to Canada to settle in Victoria, where Stefa
subsequently qualified as a Retirement Options™ Coach and is now helping others transition to new
challenges.

—

Doors at 7, meeting at 7:30, presentation immediately to follow.

_______________________________________________
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VI Mid-Island Club Night - Northwest Passage Adventures

https://currents.bluewatercruising.org/events/vi-mid-island-club-night-northwest-passage-adventures/

Our decision to cross over to our ‘home’ waters was made while we wintered-over near Tower Bridge in
central London. Our stay at St. Katharine’s Docks had been one of the highlights of years of travel since
sailing away in 2004. But now we suddenly felt the need to get back. Lulled by ‘easy’ passage-making
accounts of other sailors in 2011 and 2012 – we decided that going over the top of mainland Canada and
Alaska would be the fastest way… we would make the fabled ‘Northwest Passage’.

Of course, the actual NWP would form only part of the trip. For making a west-bound trip one needs to
cross the Arctic Circle near Nuuk Greenland and re-cross near Nome Alaska to make it official. Somehow
we had to approach these ‘lines’ (which – like the Equator – are abstract and pass un-noticed under the
bow of the boat) as winter loosened her grip and the ice turned into water.

That meant leaving the south with a fully provisioned boat at the right time and being prepared to wait for
Mother Nature to grant us passage. There are many choices of routes on the NW Passage.

We had to prepare for the large areas on the charts marked ‘Magnetic Compass Useless’. Prepared for
this and many other foreseeable problems, we still had many difficulties and were fortunate to get through
in 2013. This illustrated talk is the story of that trip.
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Join Larry Roberts and Mary Anne Unrau for this exciting presentation.

Doors open at 7:00 pm and presentation will begin at 7:30 pm.  Bar will be open – come early to enjoy
conversation and camaraderie.

Presenters’ Background

Larry is a retired Air Canada pilot and Mary Anne is a retired pianist and music educator. The couple
have made their home aboard their boat since 2001 and will be based at the Causeway Marina in Victoria
BC during the coming winter.

Traversay III is a Waterline 43 designed by Ed Rutherford and built of steel in Sidney in 2000.  She is
cutter-rigged with roller furled genoa and hanked on stays’l. She is 45 feet overall with a 13 ½ foot beam
and 7 ½ foot draft.

 

_______________________________________________
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