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Fun at the Vancouver Chapter Rendezvous

https://currents.bluewatercruising.org/articles/fun-at-the-vancouver-chapter-rendezvous/

With the start of a new season of Club Nights and Fleet meetings, I’m taking a minute to reflect on my
past year in BCA. One of the highlights for me was the Vancouver Chapter Rendezvous at Port
Browning, Pender Island, from the 3rd to the 5th of August.

As a first-time attendee, my choice to attend was easy. I had joined the Peterson Cup Rally, which had
scheduled its finish at the start of the Rendezvous weekend. My friend/crew, Marilyn Sanford, was able
to join me. So, on a warm Saturday morning, August 3rd, we were already anchored in Port Browning. I
was thrilled to see the Peterson Cup presented to Jennifer Handley and Campbell Good of Camdeboo.
Having just finished the Rally before the Rendezvous weekend, I was enthusiastic about the choice
knowing how Campbell’s proposal for a Friday sail ’round the Penders motivated us in a way that clearly
embodies a spirit of adventure in sailing. I’ve heard the well-spread rumour that Cup winners often come
back as event organizers the following year.
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 Jennifer and Campbell of Camdeboo were the winners of the coveted Peterson Cup!

The weekend provided many reasons to join this year’s Rendezvous when it rolls around. Highlights,
always, are the people, then the stories, events and boats. The central BCA canopy pitched in front of the
Port Browning Marina was easy to find. Organizational points of the Rendezvous included food events,
awards and costume and scavenger hunt contests, topped off with an impromptu three-piece band and a
sing-along. I was able to enjoy the first-ever performance of Blake Williams of Sea Fever on Irish drums,
Pete McMartin of Cookie Cutter on guitar and Jordan Mills of Sea Turtle on violin. I’m a bit shy by
nature, but I found it easy to strike up conversations with anyone and everyone around the canopy.
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 Blake, Jordan and
Peter entertaining the crowd with sea shanties.

Breakfasts, floating raft-up appies, and dinners were entertaining and delicious. I am always in awe of
who produces what in small galleys, especially after having been away from home for weeks at a time.
Myron O’Byrne with his Gypsy Lady galley productions comes to mind, as does Heather Marshall and
her galley on board Mischief.

I was happy to meet Jordan and Judy Mills of Sea Turtle, just back from their nine years and nine months
of circumnavigation. I also met Jamie and Stephanie of Arena with their four kids (Ada, Riley, Bronwyn
and Lochlan), ready to head off on their marine adventure. I loved seeing enthusiasm and collaboration all-
around. The energy is perhaps best illustrated in the Costume Contest, which featured two pirates, one
mermaid, and (check this for creativity) a barnacle and bio-luminescence! Brilliant!
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 Gathering time under the canopy.

The schedule allowed plenty of time for group gatherings as well as individual endeavours. My Sunday
included a typical run for Marilyn and me. My take-aways from that were not only how amazingly hilly
North Pender is, but also how friendly to lost runners. At our post-run coffee in the mall, one of the
women who had earlier offered us a ride, then directions when we came out of park trails turned-around,
sat with us and chatted about her twenty years on the Island. The Rendezvous for us was that kind of
experience. It seems Island Time means time for appreciation of people and place. With blackberries in
season, what could have been a short walk back to the water was delayed by our eating handfuls of juicy,
sweet, sun-warmed blackberries in their prime.

The following day, the BC Holiday Monday, brought time to head home to False Creek. I believe there is
no finer end to a sailing Rendezvous than the chance we had to raise the sails and cross the Strait full of
enthusiasm and fresh memories.

A photo album of the August Rendezvous can be found on Shutterfly.

About The Author

Rhonda Schuller
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Theodora - Panda 34 Sloop

Rhonda Schuller is a liveaboard on Theodora, her 34’ Panda.
Rhonda’s away from the dock experience has mostly been around the local coast. Her recent retirement
brought a chance to crew for friends on the Pacific Puddle Jump She is looking forward to off-shore
crewing next year from New Zealand back to BC and cruising canals and rivers in Europe.

_______________________________________________
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Of Knock Down Winds, Converging Tides, Bumpy Seas and a
Lost Toilet Seat

https://currents.bluewatercruising.org/articles/of-knock-down-winds-converging-tides-bumpy-seas-and-a-
lost-toilet-seat/

The Charlotte Straits can be as calm, serene and peaceful as any sailor in the dead of night could ever
wish for, but there are times when Mother Nature shows a heavy hand and severely inflicts her wrath
upon that stretch of water between Cape St.James, at the southern tip of Haida Gwaai, and the NW corner
of Vancouver Island, known also as Cape Scott.

One such night in mid-July, leaving Cape St.James to port, I knew better than to set a course through the
narrow stretch of water between the Cape and Cox Island. Instead I aimed at Triangle Island, some 25
nautical miles west of the infamous Cape.  Although this was the long way around, it would keep me
away from the Cape and allow me to see the awesome albatross and puffins that reside on the small
triangular outcropping of rock.

It was a wild, blind ride that black night (thank you auto-pilot and various other navigational aids), with a
small staysail and third reef in the main, in a brisk North Westerly  blow. However, sailing by the wind
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was unlikely to put me where I wanted to go and when reality eventually kicked in, I realized to reach the
Island destination in the early morning, I would have to drop the rags, turn on the power and be prepared
to face converging tides and very bumpy seas. The fun and fear I was having at the time was too much, so
this is what I did not do.

Mother Nature can also inflict her wrath on other things in life besides wind, weather and waves, not the
least of which are the things she makes us do quite frequently, even in the difficult environment of a
rocking and rolling small boat.  If you have ever tried to capture the image of a sea bird skimming the
surface of the ocean, aiming with a camera in a similar environment, you’ll know how difficult it can be.
Well, for those of us that belong to the male gender, the same degree of difficulty exists when Mother
Nature calls.  Even though we might be wedged against convenient protrusions that help to keep arms and
hands free, depending on the boat and the general layout of the head, and even though the aperture of the
target is only a short distance away, it is almost impossible not to overshoot, in spite of how hard you try
to adhere to the sign ingrained in your mind that says ‘We aim to please, you aim too please’. How the
opposite gender deals with the problem I cannot imagine.

Usually, after such a trip or when Mother Nature’s wrath abates, there is a dire need to clean up the boat.
If the circumstance happens to be a safe haven in a marina dock, the cleanup of certain items that have
become somewhat unsavoury looking can be more thorough.  Such was my safe haven in Winter
Harbour, on the NW coast of Vancouver Island, a few miles south of Cape Scott.
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 The charm of Winter Harbour

My arrival at Winter Harbour was on a reasonably nice day; a little cloud, a little sun and an inkling of a
short rain squall that passed over the bay in just a few minutes. By late afternoon, after a three hour well-
needed crash-sleep to recover from the previous two nights, I went to it! My endeavor: to normalize the
boats ‘vacu-seal’ head and all parts that make it a comfortable ‘seat of ease’, especially with the luxury
of a newspaper to catch up on  global goings-on!

I removed the assorted fasteners that secure the seat and lid, the crucial ‘vacu-seal’ pair, that are a face-
match with the porcelain bowl, and put them in a yogurt container filled with water and a liberal amount
of disinfectant.

I took the seat and lid, separated from each other, onto the dock, having already connected a water hose
and high pressure nozzle to the dock’s fresh water tap. With a worn out tooth brush I began to clean all
the little nooks and crannies of the pair, followed by a blast of water, making a conscious effort to work at
the edge of the dock just to ward off unsavory thoughts that might have precipitated a complaint by
adjacent boat neighbours.

After both parts of the toilet seat where squeaky clean, I placed one on top of the other on the slightly
sloping port side of the boat where I thought they would be secure.  However, I neglected to realize that
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the face of the seat, in contact with the reverse side of the lid, was like a dinner plate resting on a slightly
sloped melting block of ice and needed only the tiniest bit of encouragement to slide. Low and behold,
this is what it did and subsequently I endured the agony of watching it go over the side and disappear into
the depths… 28 feet below the keel of the boat.

In the unlikely event that any far venturing sailor has gone through the trauma of losing a toilet seat in a
remote little village amongst the rugged topography of the North West Coast of British Columbia where
the availability of most things, let alone a toilet seat, is almost nil, you’ll know how hopeless it can seem.

Now a ‘vacu seal’ toilet is a very simple, trouble-free ‘pooper-pe’er’ device. However it is
interdependent on the integrity of three surfaces. If one is compromised or simply missing the whole
system is unworkable and the consequence of a headless sailboat prevails. Weighing up all the
alternatives, the only option was to somehow retrieve the lost seat from the deep.

 At the dock

After one headless night and part of the following day, I set out on a mission of retrieval. I soon
discovered there was no commercial diver in Winter Harbour, but apparently there was a man who owned
scuba gear, according to a resident villager.  It didn’t take long to find him and he said I could use the
gear for a small fee providing I had a diving permit.
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The next big task was to find a permitted diver and this turned out to be easier than I could have
anticipated. It so happened that a boat on the same dock had a crew member who qualified. Diver Rick
was my hero that day. He jumped at the opportunity. Although his certification was up to date, he had not
entered the depths for some time and needed the practice.

It was a long preparatory process putting on the gear and doing all the checks that scuba divers have to do
and this only added to the anxiety because there was no guarantee the seat would be found. What if it
wasn’t ? Buckets and big plastic bottles were on my radar screen.

On the first dive, below where the seat had entered the water…no sign, even after several passes over quite
a wide grid. The conclusion: it didn’t go straight down. Flat, light, round objects unlikely go straight to
the bottom; they usually willy-way their way down. This infamous object was no different.  It must have
been pulled by the ebbing tide at the instant of disaster. So now, where to look?

After input from a few good heads, a prediction of bottom landing was made and amazingly proved
successful on the first search pass. The seat was found at a significant distance from where the search
began.  What a relief to have that beautiful ‘seat of ease’ back home where it belonged, never to be taken
off the boat again without a double knotted tether.

About The Author

Mike Duff

Anestina - 

Mike sailed Anestina north to the Central Coast in the Summer of 2019 and headed down to California in
the Fall. He arrived in San Francisco in September. He plans to continue sailing South, along the coast,
eventually making it to Mexico. 

_______________________________________________
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Adventures in the 2019 Peterson Cup Cruising Rally

https://currents.bluewatercruising.org/articles/adventures-in-the-2019-peterson-cup-cruising-rally/

Our first BCA Rally, the Peterson Cup 2019, is now a constellation of memories.

Having never joined a rally, our expectations were non-existent and our curiosity high. Our $10
registration fee was far outweighed by payoffs in adventure and new friends.

This year was a small fleet, six boats and ten people. Boats included Mischief (Heather Marshall, co-
organizer), Camdeboo (Jennifer and Campbell), Cookie Cutter (Peter, co-organizer, and Connie), Gypsy
Lady (Myron), Dolphin Tales (Debbie and Lynn) and my Theodora (with  me and Marilyn Sanford, my
friend, neighbour and Rally crew).

The Rally kicked off at the Dinghy Dock Pub on Protection Island, just off Nanaimo, on Saturday
evening, 27 July, 1600h. We weren’t there. Instead, we spent just over ten hours motoring my 34? Panda,
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Theodora, against the wind, current and white-capped waves, rocking horse style, from Vancouver to
Nanaimo’s inner harbour: this was Adventure 1! Heather kindly dinghied out to us, when we arrived by
1930h with a shaky engine, to catch us up on the next day’s plans to sail out into strong NW winds,
around the top of Gabriola, through Porlier Pass and down into Clam Bay.

Not only did we miss the Pub launch, but we also missed the Sunday morning sail when Theodora failed
to start. We tried to sort out what we thought might have been a compromised fuel line delivery due to a
seriously-shaken fuel tank. Ultimately Theodora was C-towed over to Stone’s Marina, awaiting the
Monday morning mechanic who diagnosed, then replaced my primary fuel pump: that was Adventure 2!

 Unexpected practical
lesson in sail repair aboard Mischief

New pump installed, my able crew and I motored through Dodds Narrows, tried a bit of sail and joined
the fleet in Clam Bay by Monday evening. The fleet had stayed in Clam Bay through Monday to help
repair the mainsail blowout Heather incurred in an accidental jibe on her sail down to Clam Bay.

Our daily Rally routine became the 0900h radio net check-in, a sail or scramble to the next destination
and an evening of appies, stories of the day and plans for the next day.  The evening appies were hosted in
rotating cockpits throughout the rally.  It was a super opportunity to share our day and learn more about
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prior adventures.

Each set of next-day plans evolved from the evening review of current, wind and members’ previous
experience of Gulf Island cruising. I had never imagined all ten of us with two additional guests from
Mayne Island could tuck snugly into Theodora‘s mini-cockpit for an evening of stories, food and the
next day’s planning. It turned out to be cozy, informative and fun.

 Typical PCCR
activites: sailing and anchoring, socialing, hiking and eating!

Our route planning considered weather conditions and hiking possibilities. Confirmed daily at the 0900h
call in, we moved from our start in Nanaimo, to Clam Bay, Shell Bay (north of Montague on Galiano),
Horton Bay (at the south end of Mayne to include a hike), Winter Cove (at the north end of Saturna,
which included a short hike) and ended in a ’round-the-Penders cruise with all of us anchoring in Port
Browning in anticipation of the BCA Rendezvous: these were Adventures 3-7.

One measure of the 2019 Rally success is the fact that our fleet, possibly each for our own reasons, stayed
together an extra day to roll into the Rendezvous weekend.

Another measure of success is our new knowledge, grounded in fresh experience, of a few more nooks
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and crannies in the near-and-yet-so-far Gulf Islands. Yet another measure is the deeper understanding I
have of how Theodora handles in bigger winds or stronger current than I would otherwise have ventured
into. This year’s Peterson Cup Rally helped move me further into my retirement goal of learning to sail.

Perhaps the greatest personal measure of the Rally’s success for both of us was in the welcoming,
supportive nature of new-found friends who shared the week. The flexible daily plans and firm support of
new friends made this summer excursion one to remember.

 PCCR crew at Horton Bay, ready to walk to St John’s Point

Finally, on our trip back across Georgia Strait, much milder and navigable than the trip over, we sighted
two Orcas breaching and, likely, feeding. That capped it off! We’ll be back.

You can see a complete photo album of the event on Shutterfly.

About The Author

Rhonda Schuller

Theodora - Panda 34 Sloop
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Rhonda Schuller is a liveaboard on Theodora, her 34’ Panda.
Rhonda’s away from the dock experience has mostly been around the local coast. Her recent retirement
brought a chance to crew for friends on the Pacific Puddle Jump She is looking forward to off-shore
crewing next year from New Zealand back to BC and cruising canals and rivers in Europe.

_______________________________________________
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Cruising Down the Coast

https://currents.bluewatercruising.org/articles/cruising-down-the-coast/

I sailed under the Golden Gate bridge Sunday, September 15 at 0600h but it was shrouded in mist and not
the sparkling sunlight from a rising sun that I had hoped for. Sausalita was my destination after that. Not
far after going under the bridge, clear blue sky was breaking out there in the distance. By the time I got
into Sausalita Bay and dropped the hook, it was a beautiful clear sunny day. It has lasted a few days now.

I sailed down the coast from Ucluelet, where I waited for crew for a few days to help me take 
Anestina down the coast to San Francisco. Our first stop was Astoria, Oregon. Everything went well on
passage.

It was an awesome experience cruising down the west coast. Such beautiful inlets, coves and coastal
towns. I truly loved it.

About The Author

Mike Duff

                                   18 / 69



Currents
The Official Magazine of the Bluewater Cruising Association

Anestina - 

Mike sailed Anestina north to the Central Coast in the Summer of 2019 and headed down to California in
the Fall. He arrived in San Francisco in September. He plans to continue sailing South, along the coast,
eventually making it to Mexico. 

_______________________________________________
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Running the Gauntlet; Piracy Looms

https://currents.bluewatercruising.org/articles/running-the-gauntlet-piracy-looms/

In the last article from Memories of a Circumnavigation, Hugh and Heather arrived in  Singapore,
explored Malaysia and Thailand and got ready to head to Africa.   This segment of their world cruise sees
them going through pirate territory as they enter the Red Sea.

Lets continue to follow the adventures of Argonauta I, from when they began their journey in 1997 in the
Caribbean, until the completion of the circumnavigation in 2006, when they crossed their 1997 outbound
Caribbean track.

This 2600 NM passage from Sri Lanka to Eritrea on the Horn of Africa meant we would pass through the
Gulf of Aden. Piracy was our overriding concern during this leg of the passage. Gulf War Two began as
we entered the Gulf of Aden. As one might imagine, it was the most dangerous and stressful segment of
our circumnavigation. Nephew David continued with us as crew.

FEBRUARY 2003 INTERNATIONAL MARITIME BUREAU PIRACY WARNING CENTER.

GULF OF ADEN.:  SOMALIAN WATERS ? HIGH?RISK AREA FOR HIJACKINGS. SHIPS NOT
MAKING SCHEDULED CALLS AT SOMALI PORTS SHOULD KEEP AT LEAST 50 MILES AND

                                   20 / 69



Currents
The Official Magazine of the Bluewater Cruising Association

IF POSSIBLE 100 MILES FROM THE SOMALI COAST. USE OF RADIO COMMUNICATIONS
INCLUDING VHF IN THESE WATERS SHOULD BE KEPT TO A MINIMUM. THE NORTHERN
AND NORTHEASTERN SOMALI COAST IS PARTICULARLY RISKY

The recommended season to sail up the Red Sea begins late March, which is when southerly winds
prevail at least until the halfway point. February 20, 2003, we departed Galle, Sri Lanka for Uligamu
Island, the northernmost part of the Maldives. We stopped briefly there and then planned to go non-stop
to Massawa, Eritrea. We elected to avoid the Arabian Peninsula, as there had been strong suggestions
from several sources that information on yacht movements might be passed to people engaged in piracy
on the coast. As well, we would keep well north of Socotra Island off Somalia.

Once abeam Aden, we expected the danger to diminish as the Yemeni Navy was conducting daily anti-
piracy patrols. Our satellite radio kept us up to date on events in the Persian Gulf. At the time, it was
known that pirates were using converted life boats similar to those carried by cruise ships. Their speed
was limited and a far cry from the high speed vessels which later came into use. As well, at the time, a
typical attack was an armed boarding and robbery. Hijacking, kidnapping and murder came later.

 Uligamu village

We arrived at Uligamu Island mid-morning February 25. The 440 NM passage was slow with winds from
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nil to perhaps 10K, variable from NW to NE.  We motored about 57 hours during the five day passage.
Fuel consumption was higher than normal, since we were unable to careen the propeller before leaving.
Depth charges being detonated in Galle Harbour made this unwise!

We found Uligamu to be a picture perfect tropical island: crystal clear water; abundant fish, coral
gardens, white sand beaches, and a friendly Muslim community of about 250. Six officials came to the
boat. We completed many forms using five of our crew lists. Bureaucracy was alive and well! The village
was a combination of thatched cottages, solid concrete ones and thick coral walls. Women wore lovely
saris, some covered heads, others not.  Locals were forbidden to visit yachts, but Heather dropped into a
school and showed pictures of Canada. Nevertheless, we detected a certain antipathy to foreign
interference by this very structured Muslim society.

We formed a flotilla with three other yachts and agreed on a sail plan which included coded waypoints:
Alpha, Bravo, Charlie, Delta etc. We could then pass our positions to each other discreetly via HF radio. 
Delta was established at 14 00.00N/054 30.00E, 1163 NM into the passage and the closest point to
Socotra Island at 77 NM. At Delta, we planned to track down the middle of the Gulf of Aden some 568
NM to a point 41 NM south of Aden. We would then continue west until crossing the north/south
shipping lanes, prior to the Red Sea entrance at Bab el Mandeb. This would keep us clear of the Yemeni
Coast and well north of another area of piracy said to be south of the inbound track to Djibouti.

We fueled up to maximum; about 555 litres. This included a full main tank, 9 jerry jugs and two bladder
flex tanks on deck. Motoring range was about 1000 NM in still water. We were able to add to our already
extensive provisioning and thanks to the water maker, we had lots of that necessity, about 800 litres. To
give us every advantage, we gave Argonauta I a thorough bottom cleaning, including the Maxprop. Even
an average speed increase of 1/4 knot makes a huge difference on a trip of this length: 6 NM per day or
120 NM over 20 days.

The weather forecast suggested we would experience light northerly winds until approaching the Gulf of
Aden, so we anticipated a slow trip. We intended to keep motoring to a minimum. March 4, 2003, we
upped the anchor and as a flotilla of four yachts, departed for the Horn of Africa. Flotilla sailing was a
first for us. Unfortunately, different sailing characteristics of the vessels (three keel boats and one
catamaran), quickly revealed that unless yachts resorted to motoring to match speed and course, we would
soon lose visual contact. Our course to Point Delta was 295 degrees magnetic and with north to north-
westerly winds at 7 to 14 knots, it meant we were pretty much on a beat or close hauled. Argonauta I had
an amazing ability to point and thus she was just able to maintain the rhumb line, although I sacrificed
some boat speed by pinching a bit. Day two found us only slightly port of our rhumb line, but the others
were about 40 NM off and behind us. March 14, when we reached Point Delta, the rest of the flotilla was
about 150 NM in our wake.  That is because the other yachts had to tack to regain the rhumb line,
otherwise they would have come too close to Socotra. Of course we had the choice to slow down, but we
opted to continue, perhaps heaving to at Point Delta.  Once there and within 77 NM of Socotra, we
considered it unwise to linger so we continued while maintaining a twice daily HF schedule with our
friends. Thus we ended up going it alone through the area of real and present pirate threat in the Gulf of
Aden.
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 Point DELTA and area of attacks

March 19, 2003, five days after we had sailed by Delta, the bombing of Iraq heralded Gulf War Two.  On
March 20, United States Navy guided missile destroyers and cruisers conducted Tomahawk Land Attack
Missile strikes from the Red Sea. We found ourselves heading right there! It was encouraging to learn
that two Coalition Warships had been dispatched to patrol the Gulf of Aden. Maritime Patrol Orion
aircraft were conducting airborne surveillance. We heard this activity on our VHF radio. We concluded
that perhaps a satellite repeater had been established for most maritime VHF channels. Coalition Warship
992 invited transiting yachts to announce their presence to the ship. We chose to remain silent.

Plotting the location of two recent pirate attacks, we established a danger area through which we would
have to pass: Longitude 048 50 E to 046 25 E. We had been advised that pirates making the recent attacks
had been in converted lifeboats not capable of high speed.  Thus we resolved to keep a keen lookout! At
first sighting of any vessel that might be manned by pirates, we would turn to put them on our stern and
motor sail at maximum speed. We hoped that this would force any threatening vessel into a lengthy tail
chase, keeping it well out of automatic weapon range.  Fortunately, such action did not become necessary.
Though a day or so later, one of our flotilla sighted a suspicious craft employed this tactic. They observed
the suspect vessel emit black smoke as its engine powered up to give chase, but soon it gave up.

Here’s an excerpt of David’s email:

As my friends sit on the beach in Cancun enjoying spring break, I sit here on Argonauta I in the Arabian
sea (of all places in the world) about to approach the danger zone (Between Somali and Yemen coasts).
On the plus side the warships are patrolling the area, so I can probably trash the email I prepared for my
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Dad about who gets which one of my DVD’s!

 Downwind in light air in the Arabian Sea

Heather’s journal entry on March 15, 2003 reads:

We are sailing from ASIA to AFRICA, crossing the Arabian Sea. In fact, we have just entered the Gulf of
Aden. There is a wind of about 5 knots, Hugh has Argonauta I configured “wing on wing” with the
colorful spinnaker on port side, genoa polled to starboard. It is incredibly stable (auto pilot) and totally
comfortable. There is a 3/4 moon which lights up the sky like daylight. It is what enthusiasts think of when
they extol the joys of sailing. If only all were benign! We are approaching the Danger Zone ? most
frequent site of pirate attacks between the coast of Yemen and Somalia. Unfortunately, fears are based on
more than idle hearsay. There have been three pirate attacks within the last week ? two right on our path.
Bambola was boarded and lost electronics and cash. Five yachts were approached by three motor boats
and shots were fired. They managed to outrun the attackers. Two days ago we heard Astarie relay a
‘mayday’ call for a coastal freighter, MV Trader. It was off Socotra, 110 miles away at the time. Four
boats with four crew in each chased and boarded the freighter.  The crew responded with fire hoses and
iron bars! We could hear gunfire over the VHF! Their ‘mayday’ call brought a coalition aircraft which
flew over and happily, the pirates withdrew. So, we are, understandably, on edge. Practically speaking,
this afternoon I packed away passports, papers, cameras, VHF radios, hand held GPS…I put out
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“decoys”: wallet, purse with $US. The Leica, valuable but unused can be sacrificed, ditto Army
binoculars. I only hope they are not trigger happy! It may well be that we traverse this area with no
incident. But it is a lonely voyage.

 Strangely enough I am not terrified. I have a fairly fatalistic attitude and, of course, the ability to use
black humour as a coping technique. There is an ironic contrast between externals and the interior
drama being unfurled. Our weather is beautiful; blue skies, sunshine, never a drop of rain, moon almost
full, starry nights, warm days, nights comfortable. There is such a juxtaposition of circumstances here ?
the really quite impressive conditions of passage, the menacing threat just over the horizon, the interplay
of human relationships. Despite the natural beauty, tranquility, adventure…I would rather be “at home”.

 Tranquility in the Gulf of Aden

Two days later, on March 17, 2003, Heather’s journal entry title ‘No Shamrocks but Maybe Some
Luck!’ reads as follows:

Lights out at night; active piracy zone…Beginning this entry on a nerve edge. We entered the High Risk
area around 1930h last night. I woke up at 0120h, thinking it was 0400h, my on watch time, but I did not
go back to sleep. My shift was beautiful, despite engine noise and open SSB (security reasons). Moon was
full. No traffic until early AM. A light on the horizon was a shock. We were sailing lights out. It was a
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freighter going opposite. Woke Hugh at 0545h because there was something huge right behind us. He
took diversionary action and although it still looked scary it passed us on the left. It had the configuration
of a warship and might have been. Why did we decide to travel during just another “American War”??? 
Today we saw a car transport, a few freighters but no small boats. My two men slept all afternoon.
Challenge had been addressed. Now it is so calm and pretty outside that the memory of the Threat seems
remote. But my imagination still reigns…what might have been? Now I must try to find all the things I had
hidden!

 Coalition Warship F 218 Patrolling the Red Sea

Once through our established danger area we still had some 480 NM to run to reach Massawa. We passed
about 40 NM south of Aden sailing in good downwind conditions. Night sailing, now with lights, was
very comfortable and we were still able to see the Southern Cross to port and the Big Dipper to starboard.
Approaching the entrance to the Red Sea at Bab el Mandeb or Gate of Tears, it was disturbing to turn on
our satellite radio and hear the latest war news. We heard two coalition warships interrogating
commercial traffic. German Navy Frigate Mecklenburg?Vorpommern Side Number F218, approached
and its helicopter gave us the once over. Ironically, we felt safer for the surveillance!

In the Red Sea, there was no pirate threat. On March 21, adverse winds forced a stop in Anfile Bay some
100 NM south of Massawa. It was an opportunity to do some maintenance: head, boomvang, and
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electrical. Several other yachts were there too so we joined the party. The pirated yacht Bambola arrived
from Djibouti a day after us. Over drinks in their cockpit, Michael, the skipper, told us his story. He was
fired upon, ordered to drop sails, boarded, held at gunpoint and robbed. He lost radio gear and about
USD600. His lady hid in the head and was undiscovered. His crew person was unharmed as was Michael
who kept cool and handled the situation well. The accompanying single handed yacht, Josephine was not
boarded but was fired upon and a running back stay was almost severed in the hail of AK 47 fire. A
Coalition warship responded to Michael’s Mayday call but it arrived on the scene after the pirates had
departed.

Michael said that the three boats which had intercepted Bambola were full of what appeared to be very
frightened illegal immigrants presumably bound for Yemen. We conclude that pirates posing the principal
threat to us were Somalis running illegals into Yemen to be landed on a quiet bit of beach. That is why
the area of attacks could be defined; it was evidently the corridor used by the Somalis.

 Port Smyth Anchorage at Shumma Island with the sandy beach, Massawa anchorage and a bombed
palace

Two days later in light winds we continued overnight to Port Smyth, Shumma Island. There we spent a
pleasant twenty four hours before making the final 35 NM run to Massawa. No sooner had we lifted
anchor, a 25K north westerly wind set in. Fortunately we had to motor into it for only 6 or 7 miles before
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turning left for a fast, wet, rough close hauled run to Massawa. There were a lot of signs of the recent two
year war with Ethiopia, lasting from 1998 to 2000. We found the yacht anchorage to be a well-protected
bay at the head of the harbor pretty much free of war detritus. At least 20 other yachts were there, all
having survived the piracy gauntlet of the Gulf of Aden. One sported a bullet hole from another brush
with pirates.  It was March 26, 2003, twenty three days after leaving the Maldives. We felt light years
away from Canada and Australia.

Stay tuned to the next episode: exploring Eritrea before sailing a further 1000 NM up the Red Sea to the
Suez Canal and on to the Mediterranean.

About The Author

Hugh & Heather Bacon

Argonauta I - Beneteau 440

Hugh and Heather left the Caribbean Island of Tortola in 1997. Their route took them through the
Caribbean to Panama. They transited the Canal in May 1999 and once in the Pacific, they explored the
Galapagos and many South Pacific Island Groups enroute to Australia. September 2002, they departed
Australia sailing North of Africa, first through South East Asia and then the Indian Ocean and up the Red
Sea to The Med.. In 2004 they continued to Southern France. Next year they went on to Gibraltar,
Morocco and the many Atlantic Islands. In January 2006 they departed the Cape Verde Islands and
completed their circumnavigation off Grenada later that month. Two more years in the Caribbean brought
them once again to the Panama Canal and in 2008, Argonauta I arrived in Sidney BC. 

_______________________________________________
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A Little Adventure to Sweden’s West Coast

https://currents.bluewatercruising.org/articles/a-little-adventure-to-swedens-west-coast/

Vancouver Island’s Broken Islands group was our intended summer destination aboard our 1981 Saturna
33, until I succumbed to the dangerous activity of surfing the net for sailboats and boating destinations. In
no time, the site of Hallberg Rassy’s Open Yard boat show popped up. Martin made a casual comment of
“maybe we should go”. We had already booked the time off work and the Broken Islands weren’t going
anywhere. The thought of going to Orust Island, Sweden, the mecca of Swedish blue water sailboat
building for over 75 years, was hard to ignore. A few more clicks surfing the net and we’d booked to go.
Keep in mind that Martin and I are still BCA “Dreamers”.

Orust Island is on Sweden’s west coast and part of an archipelago of rocky islands blanketed in heather.
Although their tide is only 40 cm, their biggest hazard is rocks! For the last 26 years, Hallberg Rassy has
hosted their Open Yard in Ellos, on the northwest coast of Orust Island. Not only are there new and used
Hallberg Rassy’s on their docks, they also show their boats in all stages of construction in their yard next
to the docks, for everyone to see, free of charge. And if that is not enticing enough, there are new and
used blue water sailboats by other Scandinavian builders as well as a variety of exhibitors. It is a delight
to see the Hallberg Rassy, Malö, Najad, Regina and Swedish Yachts beauties.
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 A sea of hulls and the initial laying of the teak deck

Sadly, the economic downturn 10 years ago hit Orust Island hard. The good news is that the upturn has
come with some yards bouncing back better than others. A ‘wow’ moment for us was seeing the
organization and skilled craftsmanship in the Hallberg Rassy yard.
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 A classic, shown at the Open Boat Yard

Saturday night of the three-day show, a dinner and presentation was held, similar to the BCA club nights.
It was a delight chatting with others at our table including Swedes, Finns and Canadians! Everyone was
friendly and shared stories freely. Axel, a young fellow who works remotely and lives on his Faurby 31
on Orust Island introduced himself by “My name is Axel, it is easy to remember because my name means
shoulder in Swedish!” We all had a chuckle.
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 Dinner and talk,
much like the BCA club nights

While at the dinner, we discovered that there was another open boat show, half an hour south on
Marstrand Island for both power and sailboats, also free of charge. How could we resist? So the next day,
off we drove to see another beautiful island and more boats including a new Najad 395, and Danish boats,
Nordship, Faurby and X-Yachts. All beautiful and some captured our interests more than others.
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 Two of many beautiful boats: Najad 375 on the left and Hallberg Rassy 372 on the right

While we fulfilled our passion to browse in awe at many beautiful boats, we came away with a much
clearer appreciation for what we are looking for, for our next boat and what our realistic cruising goals
are. I like to refer to John Kretschmer’s “Five Questions to Ask Yourself Before Buying a Bluewater
Boat”: (see pg 69 of Sailing a Serious Ocean)

1. Do you need a blue water boat?
2. Who is going sailing with you?
3. Can you fit all your possessions in a car trunk or do you need a U-Haul?
4. Have you purchased fixer uppers before?
5. Name 5 reasons that you really want a boat.

Although we missed time on our dear boat on the coast of BC’s sailing mecca, it has been a treat to see
the heart of Sweden’s boat building community, their beautiful coast and to enjoy their kind hospitality.
A few pearls to share…

There are numerous protected anchorages and villages for mooring in Sweden’s west coast
archipelago.
There are several boat shows in August and September in Northern Europe, so it is good to decide
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which boats you really want to see by checking the list of exhibitors.
Asking ahead to do a sea trial works well. We did a sea trial on a light wind day, aboard one
beauty. In the end, we declined two other trials because after learning a few things, we weren’t
really serious about those two boats.

 A fair weather test sail. We found some wind to hoist the sails.

If one is considering purchasing a boat, hiring a broker is useful to help with the inevitable PST,
GST, duty or not, thanks to a Canada EU free trade agreement, CETA, VAT exemptions and
delivery if needed.
Most people speak English and knowing a few Swedish words like ‘tack sa mycket’ (thank you
very much) goes a long way.
Flying into Copenhagen on Condor Airlines and renting a car ($25/day) is much less costly than
flying into Stockholm or Oslo.
Renting a cottage for a week is very reasonable. Their weeks are Saturday to Saturday and busy
season slows in early August when kids return to school. We rented in an old fishing village,
Edshultshall, on the west coast of Orust Island through Kobbar & Skar. Eva was prompt with
emails and extremely helpful.
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 The community sauna.

Swimming off the rocks on a hot day or at sunset is a delight. In Edshultshall we rented a sauna
10’ from the shore for $15/2hrs. Other rentals on the island include power boats, kayaks and
bikes.
Fresh ocean catch is available in many villages eg. crayfish from Larsson’s Fisk is melt in your
mouth delicious.

About The Author

Janet and Martin McKeown

Long May You Run - Saturna 33 Offshore

Janet and Martin have been BCA “Dreamers” since 2014. Over the last 6 years, they have enjoyed coastal
sailing as far north as the Broughtons. Janet enjoys sailing solo and has sailed to a few work conferences
in Victoria. Their dream and plan is to sail the North Sea the summer of 2021 and slowly work their way
back to Vancouver over a few years.
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Sailing in Chile: Part 1 - The Journey Begins

https://currents.bluewatercruising.org/articles/sailing-in-chile-part-1-the-journey-begins/

After a “big” year of sailing from Guaymas, Mexico (27oN) to Valdivia, Chile (40oS) via the Galapagos
and Easter Island, we were ready for a “quiet” sailing season.

We had left Sea Rover II, our 1985 Oyster 435, moored in a slip at Marina Estancilla for the Chilean
winter.  The marina is located up the Valdivia River about 4 nm from the centre of downtown Valdivia
and is considered an outstation for the Valdivia Yacht Club.  The Yacht Club downtown is quite small
and primarily accommodates smaller sailboats, with the only spots for boats under 30 feet in length being
on the outer breakwater.  While Marina Estancilla is a bit further from town, it has many slips for larger
boats and is more protected from the winds than the Yacht Club downtown.  The local bus stops at the
marina driveway and runs every 5-10 minutes and so it is easy to go into town to provision or enjoy the
sites.  We left the boat for the winter under the supervision of Marcelo, the very kind and helpful manager
of the Yacht Club.  Valdivia is one of the wettest places on the planet, with an average rainfall of 2.5
metres, and so we were not surprised to arrive back at the boat in the spring to a layer of green mould
inside.  On the plus side, the decks were clean and free of all the salt we’d accumulated on our ocean
crossings!
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 The wonderful Fish Market in Valdivia

Gary spent the Chilean spring months installing a hydronic heating system on the boat and fixing the
many things that had broken on our trip south.  I arrived after Christmas to help finish the boat projects
and to get ready to head into the Patagonian channels.  Our modest goal for the 2019 cruising season was
to sail to the northern most glacier in Chile, Laguna San Rafael, at 46oS, about 450 nm south of Valdivia. 
We would then return to Valdivia or Puerto Montt for the winter.

After spending a month on the dock at the Alwoplast boat yard, finishing projects and enjoying the
company of other cruisers, including fellow BCA members Dave and Margaret on Heart and Soul, and
Mark and Rosie on Merkava, a weather window for heading south was shaping up for February 4th.  As
the wind blows from the south 99.9% of the time in the summer, finding a 30 hour period when the wind
was going to blow from the north was like finding a pot of gold.  We had to take it.  So, we did a million
last minute jobs, cleared out with the Port Captain and provisioned.  It was exhausting, but we threw off
the dock lines at 1145h on February 4th and started on our way!

We headed down the river (against the current, of course) and sailed out of beautiful sunshine and 30oC,
into fog and 10oC at the mouth of the river!  Brrrr.  The 135 nm trip down the coast was uneventful, but
very cold.  With the fog and the fact there was no moon that night, it was probably the darkest passage we
have ever done.   It was very difficult to discern the sea from the sky. The only light was from the
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phosphorescence in the water, which was the brightest we’ve ever seen. As promised by the weather
gods, we had strong north winds the entire time and so we cruised along at 5 knots (should have been
faster, but we had a major current against us) and arrived in an anchorage at the top end of Isla Chiloe in
the late afternoon, just ahead of the prevailing southerly winds.  We spent the next day completing more
boat jobs and preparing for our trip through Canal Chacao, the pass that separates Mainland Chile from
Isla Chiloe.  The pass is about 15 nm long and only 2 miles wide and as such, an enormous amount of
water travels between the ocean and the inner sea four times a day.  Currents can travel up to 9 knots and
so passage of the channel has to be carefully timed.

 Channel Chacao, which separates mainland Chile and Isla Chiloe

As always, we did our homework and knew when we had to go through.  For once the timing was even in
our favour – we were to leave the anchorage at 0900h to arrive at the mouth of the channel at slack tide
by 0930-1000h.  We could then expect a tidal push through the channel for the next few hours.  All went
according to plan, except we hadn’t quite accounted for the wind.  Well, that’s not strictly true; we knew
a SE wind was due once we got through the channel, but we expected the wind to pick up in the afternoon
(as it usually does) when we would already be through.  Alas, it was not to be.  The wind piped up at
0850h and was a consistent 15-20 knots from the SE the entire way through.

Needless to say the first 15 nm literally flew by.  With a reefed main and triple reefed genoa, we reached
a top speed of 11.6 knots while going through the narrowest part of the channel.  Definitely a wild
ride!  Then we reached the inner side of the channel, where the 15 knot SE wind met the 8 knot W
current.  Not a pretty sight, with BIG standing waves.  We got tossed around like a rag doll in the huge
confused seas.  Not for the first time were we glad we have such a good, strong boat.  Sea Rover managed
the nasty 1.5 m swell at 1s intervals in style, burying her nose when required, but slogging through it all
with ease.
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The only carnage happened down below, where in our haste to leave Valdivia on that good weather
window, we hadn’t got around to screwing down the floor boards surrounding our salon table.  After
hearing an enormous crash below in one of the particularly large, nasty standing waves, we looked down
from the cockpit to see our salon table, with the floor still attached, on its side.  Luckily it had wedged
itself between the port and starboard settees and so it wasn’t going anywhere for the rest of the trip. 
Amazingly, it’s cargo of 13 bottles of wine (glass!), 2 liquor bottles (more glass!), 6 boxes of wine and
12 cans of ginger ale all survived completely unscathed.  Phew!

 Ooops! But the salon table’s cargo all survived! Yippee!

After 30 minutes of really rough seas, we made it out of the standing wave section and into the normal,
crappy seas you get when you try to sail upwind against a 20 knot wind in an area that has a huge
fetch.  Luckily we only had about 10 nm to go to our next anchorage, where we took refuge behind a
shellfish farm at the bottom of the bay.   All in all it was an interesting beginning to sailing in Patagonia
and a fitting introduction for things to come.

About The Author

Karina McQueen & Gary Peacock

Sea Rover II - Oyster 435
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Karina McQueen and Gary Peacock on s/v Sea Rover II left Vancouver in 2014. They spent the next 3
years exploring the Sea of Cortez and Mexican Riviera before sailing to Valdivia, Chile via the
Galapagos and Easter Island in 2018. They are currently experiencing the trials and tribulations (and cold)
of high latitude sailing. 

_______________________________________________
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Provisioning Tip: Do You Know Nido?

https://currents.bluewatercruising.org/articles/provisioning-tip-do-you-know-nido/

When travelling for extended periods or in remote areas, fresh dairy products become unobtainable. In
Mexico and Latin America, UHT processed milk (long-life box-milk) is widely available, but the
downside is that it takes a lot of space to store and is heavy to carry from the store to the boat. On the
taste continuum, UHT is a step down from fresh, but is head and shoulders above the taste of any
powdered milk readily available in Canada or the USA.

Powdered or dried milk is an alternative, but if you’re familiar with the brands typically available in
Canada and the USA, you probably have a strong aversion to using them due to their tenuous taste
relationship to fresh milk. Simply put, they taste awful compared to fresh or UHT alternatives.

Enter Nido! Nido is widely available in Mexico and Latin America, and can be found in some stores in
the USA (although it’s usually not with the other powdered milk; it’s found in the Hispanic section of the
store). We find it in the Hispanic section of Walmart. There are several types, some specially formulated
for infants. You want the stuff in the yellow can, with the label ‘Fortificada’.
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Reconstituted Nido is almost as good as UHT milk; a spoonful in coffee is a reasonable creamer, and we
find it is indistinguishable from fresh or UHT in baking, or when used to make yogurt. Unlike powdered
milk more widely available in Canada and the USA, it is a full-fat product (3.25% milk fat), not skim (0%
milk fat), which makes quite a difference in baking or in making yogurt.

 Nido nutritional label

If you want skim milk powder, look for Carnation brand, as it regularly scores best in taste tests.

There are several processes for making powdered milk and the common one used in Canada and the USA
requires reconstituted milk to ‘sit’ for a few hours (preferably overnight) before drinking so it can fully
dissolve. The process used for Nido is different, and the reconstituted product can be consumed
immediately.

We use Nido in baking (add water and milk powder to mix in quantities required to make the required
amount of milk, mix and bake – no need to mix separately first). We also use it to make yogurt, using a
‘rich’ mix with 25-50% extra milk powder per the instructions on the can.

Canadian federal courts have now found serving powdered milk is not cruel and unusual punishment.
However, generally available brands are so bad tasting some might think they are. If you use Nido, your
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crew might not take you to court!

How to Make Yogurt Aboard

To make yogurt, use fresh, UHT or reconstituted milk (using powdered milk you can make a richer and
more robust yogurt if you make it a bit ‘thicker’, adding 25-50% more milk powder per a given amount
of water. You can also make a thicker yogurt by adding some powdered milk to fresh or UHT milk to
increase the milk solids). Heat the milk to 43-47°c (110-115°f). Too cool, it won’t start. Too hot, you can
kill the yogurt culture. Stir in a tablespoon or two of ‘starter’ yogurt per litre of milk, either from a store
bought yogurt or use some from your last batch, or use a dried yogurt starter. We use a wide mouth
thermos, but any container that will keep warm will work (jar wrapped in towels, etc.). Let the yogurt sit
for 5-10 hours (keeping it warm). Decant and store in the refrigerator. Don’t eat it all, remember to keep
some to start your next batch!

About The Author

Rob Murray

Avant - Beneteau First 44.5 Sloop

Rob Murray and Debra Zhou are 'Doers' in the Sea of Cortez, Mexico.

_______________________________________________
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Vancouver Fleet Report: September 2019

https://currents.bluewatercruising.org/news/vancouver-fleet-report-september-2019/

The first meeting of the Vancouver Fleet of 2020 was held at 1900h on Tuesday, September 24 in the
Caberfeigh room at the Scottish Cultural Centre.

Seventeen boats were registered and there were approximately thirty people in attendance. These included
doers temporarily back from offshore, Gary Peacock of Sea Rover II and Rob Murray of Avant.

Fleet representative Cameron McLean opened the meeting. After welcoming the Fleet and facilitating
mutual introductions there was a special presentation. In recognition of his many years providing coffee
and refreshments to the meetings John Neilson was granted an honorary life-time membership in the
Vancouver Fleet.
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 John Neilson receiving his honorary life-time Fleet membership from Cam McLean.

Cameron described the Fleet committees explaining how these committees are the core of the Fleet.
Volunteers for the Fleet committees’ positions determine the programs and functions for the year.

Cameron had a number of recommendations for things to do well ahead of time in preparation for
cruising offshore:

Get local sailing experience – sail around Vancouver Island, participate in the Vancouver Island
Cruising Experience (VICE), among other opportunities
Learn Spanish
Install a SSB radio
Register your boat if you have not done that already
Visit a travel clinic to learn about the vaccinations you will need for the different destinations

The presenters for the evening were crews of two boats: Alice Kloosterboer and Greg Harms of 
Anduril and Gord and Mags Wellwood of Kanilela. They gave us a photo presentation from their
voyages and then formed a panel discussing the preparation of two very different boats for their voyages.

Don’t miss the next Fleet meeting, scheduled for October 29.

About The Author

Cameron and Marianne McLean, Vancouver Fleet Coordinators

Mayknot - Seabird 37
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Cam and Marianne McLean have been BCA members since 1987, cruised offshore, and have served as
the Vancouver Fleet Coordinators for many years.

_______________________________________________
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Vancouver Island Fleet Report: September 2019

https://currents.bluewatercruising.org/news/vancouver-island-fleet-report-september-2019/

Wednesday night, September 25, a group of 21 sailors from 13 boats convened the first V.I. Fleet meeting
of this season.

Our education coordinator, Trina Holt, made certain the gang was aware of the opportunities she and
Lionel had organized for the upcoming year and she also discussed the spreadsheets she and David had
developed in their process of boat shopping for the Show & Tell portion of our meeting.

Daragh Nagle and I presented this new group of offshore enthusiasts with a look at the B.C.A. website
and how they might inform their quest for distant travels.

Jordan Mills, just home from his nearly 10 year circumnavigation with his wife Judy, lead the initial
meeting of the weather group after our fleet discussion was complete.

Next month the group will be treated to our annual panel discussion with six experienced cruisers to
prompt lots of discussion.

About The Author
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Al Kitchen - VI Fleet Coordinator

Wyndspree - Huntingford 53 Ketch

Al Kitchen has been a BCA member since 2005. Al and his wife Gaye lived aboard Wyndspree (53?
ketch) from 1996 until 2007 and cruised the BC coast throughout this time. Between 2006 and the
present, Al crewed on different boats with fellow Bluewater members, including voyages from Victoria,
BC to San Francisco; Gladstone, Australia to Fiji; New Zealand to Victoria, B.C.; and San Jose del Cabo
to Hilo, HI. Al is now co-coordinating the V.I. Fleet group with Daragh Nagle.

_______________________________________________
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Tom Hoskin Celebration of Life

https://currents.bluewatercruising.org/news/tom-hoskin-celebration-of-life/

The family of Tom Hoskin would like to thank all those members of the BCA Vancouver Chapter who
took the time to celebrate Tom’s life with his family on Tuesday, August 20.

Zeke, Dorothy, Gordon and Robert Hoskin were delighted to hear all the stories and anecdotes about
Tom, and to listen to his favourite musical pieces, played with such enthusiasm by his ukulele classmates.

Among Tom’s passions (other than sailing and playing ukulele) was kayaking. Many of the guests who
attended Tom’s Celebration of Life event were avid kayakers, who had traveled far and wide with Tom,
riding the rapids on rivers all over North and Central America.

It was so great to see sailors, kayakers and musicians come together to remember Tom. He would have
been so pleased.

Fair winds!
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About The Author

Rosario Passos

Counting Stars - Whitby 42 Ketch

Rosario is a dreamer who wants to sail the South Pacific.... so far she sails the local waters of the Salish
Sea to get as much experience as possible.

_______________________________________________
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Vancouver Chapter's Yanmar Needs a New Home

https://currents.bluewatercruising.org/news/bcas-yanmar-needs-a-new-home/

The Vancouver Chapter’s Yanmar 30 engine, used for the education courses, is in need of a new
home/garage.

As many of you know, diesel mechanic David West offers incredibly informative and practical diesel
engine courses for BCA members. The advanced course is hands on using the Chapter’s Yanmar 30,
which is currently housed in our garage. We are downsizing in preparation for changing from Dreamers
to Doers, hence the need for a new Vancouver-based home.
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One of the perks of housing this engine is participating in the course as many times as you like, free of
charge. As well, I am sure there is some learning by osmosis with it residing close to you year round! It
has a small footprint, making it easy to store. Another perk is your neighbours will be intrigued by a
group of people twiddling with an engine and then even more intrigued when it starts running in the
afternoon! I can’t think of any negatives of housing this little engine.

Please contact me if you are interested. We’ll also need to recruit a vehicle able to transport it.

About The Author

Janet and Martin McKeown

Long May You Run - Saturna 33 Offshore

Janet and Martin have been BCA “Dreamers” since 2014. Over the last 6 years, they have enjoyed coastal
sailing as far north as the Broughtons. Janet enjoys sailing solo and has sailed to a few work conferences
in Victoria. Their dream and plan is to sail the North Sea the summer of 2021 and slowly work their way
back to Vancouver over a few years.
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Sails: Inspection, Maintenance and Repairs

https://currents.bluewatercruising.org/events/sails-inspection-maintenance-and-repairs/

This evening workshop offers in-class tips, tricks and techniques that will help you keep your sails in
good working order. Jason will describe and show examples of designs and materials and explain the
advantages of each. He will describe wear points and cleaning methods, and what you can do when out on
a mid ocean cruise to maintain the power you expect.  He will give the hands on experience of what to
repair and how.

About the Team

Jason: Owner/Operator
With 15 years in sailmaking and a lifetime of sailing, you can count on Jason for experienced advice. 
Jason grew up racing dinghies and spent 8 years teaching/coaching sailing on the Saint John River in
Rothesay, NB. Racing keelboats in BC eventually led him to taking a position in a sail production loft in
Vancouver in 2003.  With years of experience building sails, Jason has a strong background on how sails
come together and the specific needs of Pacific west coast sailors. He and Jaye started their own sail loft
in 2011, and you will find him hard at work at Evolution Sail Loft.

Jaye: Marketing and Office Support
She may be on the road to pick up or deliver your sail, measuring or taking notes for you order, or in the
office keeping things running smoothly.  You’ll find her out on the race course when time permits,
always encouraging many new people to the lifetime passion of sailing.
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Nicole: Sail Recut and Repair Specialist
A native Vancouverite, Nicole started working in the sailmaking industry in 1974 for Thunderbird Sails.
Over a 30 year career of building sails she has worked for 5 sailmakers, including 10 years each with
international companies. Nicole’s one claim to fame is building a Star Class set that won the World
Championships.

Optional Dinner

Course participants are invited to meet for an optional dinner at Andina, a Craft Brew Pub at 5:00pm. 
Andina is located in the same building as the sail loft.

_______________________________________________
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Rigging Maintenance and Inspection

https://currents.bluewatercruising.org/events/rigging-maintenance-and-inspection/

Have you dropped and inspected your mast lately? Or ever?

Attend this workshop offered by Pro-Tech Yacht Services and learn all about how to check your rigging.
Topics covered include:

How often to check your rigging
What to check in the rigging
Things to look for when checking your rigging
Checking the running rigging
Rigging maintenance, including winter/off-season maintenance

About the Instructors

Stewart Jones and Pip Osbourne have a lifetime of rigging, industry and offshore sailing experience. You
will find them at Pro-Tech Yacht Services a full service rigging and metal fabrication shop that includes
safety equipment, deck-ware, and more.

Note: The Galley Bistro will be open to buy lunch just down the hall.

_______________________________________________
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Electrical Skills for Cruisers

https://currents.bluewatercruising.org/events/electrical-skills-for-cruisers-2/

Interested in electricity and electronics in the boating environment? Learn about safety, skills, and theory
to help troubleshoot and fix common electrical problems with hands-on exercises to reinforce learning
and improve your skills. Bjarne Hansen is a very knowledgeable, approachable, and easy-to-understand
instructor.

Course Information

This course is intended for any cruising member, not just the skipper, who wants to learn more about
electricity and electronics in the boating environment.  Instructor Bjarne Hansen will focus on safety,
skills and theory to help you troubleshoot and fix common electrical problems on your boat. A non-
intimidating lecture with lots of examples will be followed by practical exercises to help reinforce the
materials and improve skills.

Prerequisites and Materials
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An interest in electricity and boats.  Some practical exercises will employ basic tools that you can
purchase prior to the course, or you may already have; a list of these will be provided before the course. A
limited number of loaner tools will be available.

About the Instructor

Bjarne Hansen trained as an electrical engineer and early in his career worked with radar, radio, and other
airfield equipment in the RCAF. More recently, he has been designing medical equipment at a local
engineering firm. A BCA member since 2003, Bjarne cruised the South Pacific for two years and
currently spends winters sailing with Barb in the Golfo de California, Mexico.

_______________________________________________
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Cruisers Marine Electrical (Part I)

https://currents.bluewatercruising.org/events/cruisers-marine-electrical-part-i/

Cruisers Marine Electrical is a two part course presented over two consecutive days (Saturday and
Sunday). It is highly recommended you take Part I as a prerequisite to Part II, offered on Sunday,
November 3.

Part I is a one-day course for boaters who want to start to prepare the electrical systems of their boat for
cruising. How will you create, store and use the electrical power you need, whether it be 12 DC or 110
AC?

This course covers the following topics:

selecting the right batteries
how to charge your batteries
how to wire it all together
the importance of doing the job correctly & safely
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About the Instructor

The course will be facilitated by Jeff Cote, a systems design engineer and Western Canada’s only NMEA
instructor.  Jeff is owner of Pacific Yacht Systems.

_______________________________________________
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Cruisers Marine Electrical (Part II)

https://currents.bluewatercruising.org/events/cruisers-marine-electrical-part-ii/

Cruisers Marine Electrical is a two part course presented over two consecutive days (Saturday and
Sunday). It is highly recommended you take Part I, offered on Saturday, November 2 before taking Part
II.

Part II will cover troubleshooting electrical and electronics systems. In order to get to the bottom of a
system malfunction, first understand how something works. Start at the beginning and chase the problem
one step at a time. For each component, know what they need and what they provide. Learn how to
determine if the component is receiving power, or if it is connected to a breaker, or if you are simply
dealing with a blown fuse.

In this course, you will learn the trouble shooting techniques to become self-reliant on your boat.

About the Instructor

The course will be facilitated by Jeff Cote, a systems design engineer and Western Canada’s only NMEA
instructor.  Jeff is owner of Pacific Yacht Systems.

_______________________________________________
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Vancouver Club Night - Traversay III “Romps” Across the
Atlantic

https://currents.bluewatercruising.org/events/vancouver-club-night-traversay-iii-romps-across-the-
atlantic/

“During the time when Traversay III was being built in Sidney, 20 years ago, we visited St. Katharine’s
marina next to Tower Bridge in the middle of London. We had always wanted to spend a few winters
docked there. So … years later and while we were in Australia, we formed a plan to try to get all the way
to London by October 1st of the following year which is when the ‘Winter Contract’ begins. It was while
we were in Mauritius that the plan became more elaborate (as plans do!). Would we be able to make a
side-trip? Could we take Traversay III up the St. Lawrence River all the way to Niagara and still get to
London by October 1st? We had close family members in Nova Scotia and Ontario who had been hearing
about Traversay III for years but would likely never see her. We wanted to cruise another of Canada’s
three coasts.

This presentation is about the realization of the second part of the trip. It’s about leaving beautiful
Bermuda on Saturday and suddenly feeling the bite of the cold, harsh waters of the North Atlantic on
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Tuesday. It’s about getting to Lunenburg in April and discovering the docks were not yet in the water –
and folks thought we were too early for sailing season in Quebec. Yet, by August we had trouble finding
enough water to float our boat in eastern Ontario and it felt late to be leaving Canada for Ireland in mid-
August.

The presentation is also about the warmth of home… it’s about being invited to anchor in St. Margaret’s
Bay outside brother Bill Roberts home near Peggy’s Cove, about our ride in Grandpa’s ancient model A
at the family peach farm in Niagara-on-the-Lake and about taking our three tiny grandchildren on their
first trip on Granny’s boat.

Relatives helped us manage the locks going both directions. In Cape Breton we heard fiddle music at a
Celeidh in the community centre, we sang ‘newfie’ songs in St.Johns, we heard an aged story teller
practice his entry for a storytelling competition in Crookhaven Ireland, rode on the steam train in
Dartmouth and visited Queen Victoria’s summer home on the Isle of Wight, and finally, on the hottest 1st
of October for many years, we motored up the Thames and saw the Tower Bridge in front of us. We had
managed to realize our dream.”

About the Presenters

Larry Roberts and Mary Anne Unrau have been sailing their Waterline 43 cutter all over the world since
they first launched her 19 years ago.  They have sailed more than 120,000 miles, they have crossed every
meridian, sailed south to Antarctica, north to Spitzbergen, squeezed through the ice in the North-West
Passage and recently sailed to Townsville, Australia non-stop from Victoria so they could do some scuba
diving and continue to explore the islands around Australia. Their Pacific circuit took them out to the
Coral Sea and over to New Zealand before heading across to Valdivia and Puerto Natales, Chile and
home to Victoria via Honolulu.

_______________________________________________
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BCA Thanksgiving Rendezvous 2019

https://currents.bluewatercruising.org/events/bca-thanksgiving-rendezvous-2019/

Join the BCA Calgary Chapter for the annual Thanksgiving Rendezvous this October. Come rub fenders,
trade your stories and gear and enjoy Thanksgiving dinner at Thetis Island Marina on Sunday evening.
Everyone welcome – Bienvenue à tout le monde! With this year’s reduced registration fee, reduced
moorage rate, and a reduced dinner price – how can you not attend!!

Please RSVP/Register to let us know you are attending!  Or email Fiona with your boat name and
expected number of crew so we can plan for food and activities.  Further details about the Rendezvous
schedule will be posted on the BCA site before October 1, 2019.

Reserve your moorage or accommodation with Thetis Island Marina by e-mail or call 250-246-3464.

NO BOAT? No problem, there are three suites, each with harbour views, available at Thetis Island
Marina.

_______________________________________________
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VI South Club Night - Cruising in Japan's Inland Sea: 2017 BCA
Japan Rendezvous

https://currents.bluewatercruising.org/events/vi-south-club-night-cruising-in-japans-inland-sea-2017-bca-
japan-rendezvous/

In May 2017, twelve Bluewater Cruising Members were successful in securing positions onboard Tiare, a
55 foot catamaran. This was the first BCA Japan Rendezvous arranged for BCA members by Kirk
Patterson. Kirk, a past member of BCA, sailed from BC waters to Japan in Silk Purse and now resides in
Japan. The second BCA Japan Rendezvous is scheduled for 2020.

Lynn and Stephen were two of those BCA members excited to see Japan proposed as a sailing
destination. Little did we know that our host would not only set up a tremendous sailing opportunity, but
would also assist us in experiencing insights into Japan’s history, culture, cuisine and economics. Sailing
in the Seto Inland Sea in many respects is similar to the Gulf/San Juan Islands–with much heavier
commercial ship traffic and a vast network of bridges. However, going ashore is an entirely new
experience. The cuisine was outstanding and the engagement of the local community in catering to our
enjoyment of this adventure cannot be understated. This rendezvous was an easy way to gain confidence
in travelling to these waters, but we found a working knowledge of Japanese and/or access to a translator
a huge benefit onshore and on the water. The opportunity for a developing charter industry in Japan is an
exciting prospect but in the interim a challenge that Kirk Patterson and Daniel Springett, Tiare’s captain,
can assist you in navigating.

Lynn has been a avid sailor, CYA sailing instructor and racer for many decades in dinghies and small
cruisers in Ontario, Newfoundland, Nova Scotia, Alberta and BC. Lynn and Stephen raced their
Coronado 15 together before stepping into the cruising life. After crewing on a schooner in the
Marblehead Race, Lynn and Stephen decided to work on finding their own cruising boat by chartering
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and training in BC and Washington, the British/US Virgin Islands and sailing on the Hallberg Rassy 46, 
Mahina Tiare III for 1400+ nm across the Caribbean with John & Amanda Neal. Lynn and Stephen have
been cruising in their Outbound 44, New Latitudes for almost 15 years in BC and Washington coastal
waters and were active in the VI Fleet over the last few years.

_______________________________________________
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VI Mid-Island Club Night - What was I thinking? Adventures of a
Woman Sailing Solo

https://currents.bluewatercruising.org/events/vi-mid-island-club-night-what-was-i-thinking-adventures-of-
a-woman-sailing-solo/

Since 2008, Pamela has sailed her 46 ft cutter-rigged, 50,000 lb steel boat Precious Metal mostly solo
from British Columbia down the US coast, throughout Mexico, Central and South America – and as far as
Peru.

Find out what Pamela was thinking during her solo voyages, and the challenges that she faced having
been hit by lightning 200 miles offshore, losing her steering off the coast of Panama, and many more
exciting adventures on the high seas. You will also be able to share her enjoyment exploring the cultures
of Central and South America, get practical tips for offshore cruising, learn the importance of proper
maintenance protocol, and how to navigate the bureaucracies as well as the seas! Pamela is living proof
that challenges can be met and that wonderful experiences make it all worthwhile.

Doors open at 7:00 pm and presentation will begin at 7:30 pm.  Bar will be open – come early to enjoy
conversation and camaraderie.
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Presenters’ Background

Formerly a successful stock broker, Pamela has now sailed over 200,000 ocean miles including the
Marblehead Race (Boston to Halifax), Victoria-Maui Race and was chairperson for the Vic-Maui for a
number of years before heading offshore. After obtaining her Captain’s License, Pamela owned and
operated Precious Yacht Charters in the northern Great Bear Rainforest, and then followed her passion of
offshore adventures commencing in 2008.

Pamela is the author of two sailing-related books: Kids for Sail, and more recently What Was I Thinking?
Adventures of a Woman Sailing Solo – with nearly 4000 copies sold. She teaches Marine Maintenance
courses and seminars relating to preparations for sailing offshore. Pamela will have her latest book
available for purchase and signing.

_______________________________________________
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